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esa ha devah pradiSonu sarvah
plrvo hijatah sa u garbhe antah
saeva jatah sa janisyamanah
Ppratyanjams tisthati sarvatomukhah
Svetﬁévataropanisad I.16

"This God, in soothe, is in all the quarters; long,
long ago indeed, he had his birth, he (verily) is now within
the germ. He had been born, he will be born, behind all
who have birth he stands, with face on every side."

"Verily, I am with every one; after all, there is the
One Supreme Being alone, isn'tit so?"

- Sri Ma Anandamayi



"I'had boasted among men that I had known you. They see
your picture in all works of mine. They come and ask me,
'Who is he?' I know not how to answer them. I say, 'Indeed
I can not tell.' They blame me and go away in scorn. And
you sit there smiling.

I put my tales of you in lasting songs. The secret
gushes out from my heart. They come and ask me, 'Tell me
all your meanings.' T know not how to answer them. I say,
'Ah, who knows what they mean!’ They smile and go away
in utter scorn. And you sit there smiling."

Rabindranath Tagore
Gitanjali, No. 102






Publishers' Note

By Sri Sri Ma's ahaituki kripa, the third and last
volume of Late Dr. Bithika Mukerji's book The Most
Gracious Presence: Sri Ma Anandamayi is being
published during the year of the Platinum Jubilee of Shree
Shree Ma Anandamayee Kanyapeeth. It is absolutely in the
fitness of things. Sri Sri Ma Herself nominated Bithudi
together with Padmaji (Late Dr. Padma Mishra) as the twin
guardians of the Kanyapeeth. All her life, she tried to justify
this honour and privilege conferred on her by no less a being
than the Supreme One.

Dr. (Km.) Bithika Mukerji (M.A., D.Phil. Allahabad
University; Ph.D., Mc Master University, Canada) was born
on 26 December, 1924 around 3 a.m. Bithudi, as she was
known in the circle of Sri Ma's devotees, became associated
with Sri Ma in her childhood along with her entire family and
remained singularly devoted to Her for ever. While she was
teaching philosophy at Banaras Hindu University, Bithudi
was in close contact with Sri Ma's Ashram in Varanasi and the
Kanyapeeth and successively held the ranks of Secretary,
Vice-President and President on the Kanyapeeth Managing
Committee rendering dedicated service with great love and
commitment.

On 10 January, 2012 at the brahmamuhurta of 3 a.m.
she breathed her last at her parental house, 31 George Town,
Allahabad, hallowed by the holy feet of Sri Ma Anandamayi.

~ Bithudi wrote a partial biography of Sri Ma in 1964,
which has long been out of print. Later she began writing a
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much more elaborate and complete biography of Sri Sri Ma in

three volumes the first two of which were brought out

respectively in 2009 and 2011. Bithudi had a special flair for
understanding Sri Ma's way of being in the world. Her
personal knowledge of people and incidents she has written
about, her deep commitment and painstaking research add up
to the quality of authenticity to be appreciated by the
cognoscenti. Richard Lannoy (author of Anandamayi,
Element Books, England) writes that she is "a valiant and
loyal interpreter.”

The last few years of Bithudi's dedicated life were
spent in giving shape to this volume and she indefatigably
pursued this goal inspite of .her indifferent health and
awareness of the fast approaching end. She left the
manuscript, partly typed, in the safe custody of her youngest
brother, Sri P.K. Mukerji (Babuda), who according to her
wish, passed it on to a member of the Sangha for editing and
getting it ready for publication. This lady, formerly a student
and later a colleague of the author, had promised her revered
mentor to do the needful if the volume was not published
during her life time.

Bithudi was a fastidious scrutinizer and self-critic.
Like a perfectionist, she would revise her own writing until
the script brought satisfaction to her. We missed her while
getting this volume ready, trying at every step to approximate
her standard of excellence and yet feeling somewhat
inadequate. If we have been successful in accomplishing our
task well, all the credit goes to the author and of course to Sri

(xi)

Sri Ma's Grace behind everything. If there are shortcomings,
we hold ourselves responsible and offer sincere apologies. An
obvious lacuna is the omission of references. We regret that it
was not possible for us to supply references due to paucity of
time and other inconveniences. We crave our readers’ pardon

for this and other flaws if any.

JaiMa

Guru Purnima ' Publishers
12 July, 2014
Varanasi.
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"Can I ever adandon that one who desperately calls,
‘Mother , where are you ,Mother, where are you?' -the one
who remembers (Me) in his heart and fills his life with the
Name, sees nothing in the universe excepting the form of my
Image, one who does not speak ill of any other and is pained to
see the sorrows of others; one who remains tranquil in his own
sorrow and joy and does not harken to the calumny of others?
When a child cries for his Motherand histears flow,can1 then
stay away? Immediataly I give him the shelter of My arms.”

Translation of a traditional Bengali song in praise of
Mother Kali (Shyama sangeet) which was often sung by Sri
Sri Ma's father and also by Sri Sri Ma Herself.



CHAPTER ONE
Ardha Kumbha Mela at Allahabad, 1960

"The Kumbha is the emblem of Hindu etlios as it
were. A mammoth congregation resolute in their
devotion to the Holy River proceeding one-pointedly
toward their goal of spiritual emancipation, each
free 10 be himself and yet gathering strength from the
togetherness of a common commitment! The utter
lack of worldly thoughts creates an atmosphere of
purity which prevails éver'everything and affects all

participants.”

—S8ri Ma Anandamayi

This was the year of Ardha-Kumbha Mela at Allahabad.
Swami Paramanandaji came to the town to arrange for the
camps at the site of the Mela. Anandamayi Ashram was
always allotted a spacious site in the Mela ground along with
all other monastic orders. All such com pounds were fenced in
with ornamental gates in front. Pilgrims found their way to
their own particular akhara guided by fluttering banners and
colourful flags displaying distinctive insi gnia.

Sti Ma came to Allahabad on January 13 driving down
from Vindhyachala. All along the road they had passed
groups of villagers carrying their baggage, walking or riding
all sorts of vehicles, toward the sangam (the confluence of the

acred rivers.) .
Sri Ma came to Bindu's residence in the city and put up at
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the cottage built for her near the main house. 1t was decided
that she would stay in this cottage and visit the campsite from
the city everyday. There was a reason for this. Sri Ma's
devotee Niraj Nath Mukerji (Bindu's father) had passed
away on 12th November during the Samyam Saptah of the
previous year. His death was very sudden. Obviously he dicd
in his sleep. As it transpired later, it was attended by incidents
which were no less than miraculous. He had died during his
afternoon nap around 3 p.m. This was the hour of dhyana or
meditation during the Samyam Saptah being observed in
distant Kolkata. Coincidentally Sri Ma got up at this time
from her seat gesturing to all the young girls sitting near her to
remain in their places. She beckoned Renu (Niraj Nath's
daughter) to accompany her. Holding Renu's hand she went to
her tent and lay down on her cot, a most rare or rather unique
instance of breaking the routine of the Samyam Saptah. After
a while she came back to the rostrum. The time of meditation
came to an end and then it was the time for discourses. By this
time news had been received from Allahabad. One of the
brahmacharis went up to the rostrum and bending forward
spoke in a whisper to Sri Ma, "Ma, Niraj Nath of Allahabad
has just passed away!" He had not taken note of the
micropbone just in front of Sri Ma. The entire congregation
~ heard the news but strangely Renu did not hear it. Her cousin
Sidu and others sitting next to her looked at her in
consternation but realized immediately that she had not heard
anything. Sri Ma gestured to every one not to say anything to
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Renu. After the session was over Sri Ma returned to her room.
She said to Renu. "It is my kheyala that you are necded at
home now. So go home and take Sidu with you." Renu
thought that maybe somebody was ill. She was not too much
worried because Sri Ma did not look as if there was anything
amiss. So while Renu slept for a few hours, Sri Ma sat awake
in her room directing arrangements for the quickest mode of
travel. She arranged for a couple of plane tickets for Renu and
Sidu. There were many people in the Ashram who were close
to Niraj Nath but they were all asked to contain any
expression of sorrow till Renu was on her way.

In Allahabad Bindu, confronted soddenly by the
unexpected event, took it very hard and scemed devastated.
When Sri Ma came to the cottage and stayed on he was
conscious of her great compassion for him. In her continued
gracious presence, he was able to get rid of the burden
weighing on his heart and regain his normal buoyancy of
manner. One bercaved family (Kanti Bhai Munshaw's) after
another was sustained by Sri Ma's incomparable and
inimitable grace and compassion.

Everybody in Allahabad had remarked on the sercne
expression on Bindu's mother's face at the time. She seemed
to have acted with cool competence when she realized what
had happened. She was alone in the house, as Bindu was oult.
She had immediately sent for a nei ghbour and then she had
rung up the family doctor. She had procceded to call the
younger daughter at Varanasi by tclephone. Much later her
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children asked her, "Ma, how did you manage to make all
these phone calls, you who had never had occasion to touch
the telephone before? How did you find the numbers?" There
was a strange bemused expression on her face. She said, "I
don't know. I thought your father was asleep. I touched his
shoulder to awaken him. As soon as I touched him I knew he
was no more, at the same time I felt as if my right wrist was
clasped by Sri Ma's hand very strongly. 1 do not remember at
all what I did after that. It seems I was very practical and
efficient. When Madan (Bindu's friend) came and took
charge I felt I was trembling a little. I went and sat near your
father quietly because it was not necessary for me to do
anything further. I felt Ma was with me so I was not afraid or
upset.”

Sri Ma tided over the critical times {rom afar and near.
Almost every family under Sri Ma's aegis could relate similar
experiences.

On January 28, 1960 the whole throng of devotees bathed
in the Sangam at the right time. (The new moon day of Magha
that is amavasya is the time for the Kumbha at Allahabad).
After this occasion the Mela starts breaking up slowly. S
Gulzari Lal Nanda (a Minister of the Central Cabinet) was a
devotee of Sri Ma. His interest in the religious way of life
brought him to Sri Ma as frequently as he could manage to get
away from his official duties. He called on Sri Ma at the camp.
He said to her, "There was a very serious discussion in
Government circles that we should discourage the assembly
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ol Sadhus and withdraw recognition of the ascetic orders but
better senseprevailed. Sustained by your kripa 1 spoke
strongly about the tradition of the akharas at the various
Kumbha-Melas, so now we will continue as before.”

Many auditors realized that a crossroads in the history of
the gathering of Sadhus had been passed. It was clear that Sri
Ma's authoritative countenancing of the saffron-clothed
Mahatmas bad brought about a change in the cthos of the
general public. Sri Ma's travels and the presence of the
Mahatmas on the dais cverywhere had awakened an
awarcness of the dimension of renunciation in our culture.
There were Sadgurus in many parts of India but their
influence was personal and contined to a locality. Sri Ma
moved among all levels of people 6vcry'\1vhcrc. By*showing
total acceptance of asceticisin as the highest achievement of
human life, she certainly stcmmed the tides of unbridled
consumerism of the modern way of life. Only the future will
show the effcctiveness of this quiet reaffirmation of our
ancicnt heritage. Sri Madid nothing in a pioncering spirit. She
truly was an "Onlooker" only as she said hereself many times.
But she demonstrated the Shreyas (the Good) and pointed the
way toward its realization in life for everyone, for humanity.

After the Ardha Kumbha at Allahabad Sri Ma spent a
little time in Vindhyachala. This Ashram being on a remote
hilltop was usually quict and very peaceful. It had a pervasive
aura of screne contemplation which was experienced by all
visitors. She came te Varanasi on the occasion of
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Mahashivaratri on February 25. This was celebrated with the
usual circumspection and dedication by a large number of
people who had gathered for this purpose. After
Mahashivaratri Sri Marcturned to Vindhyachala.

Sri Ma left Vindhyachala to visit litawah at the invitaiton
ol Jaichand Bajpai. The whole tamily was gathered together
to welcome Sri Ma and perform puja on a very large scale. Sti
Ma stayed herce for a couple of days, February 28 to 29.
Many plans were in train for Sti Ma's further travels but she
began o expericnee a kind of breathing trouble. The normal
rhythm scemed broken and creating some discomfort. Sri Ma
of course said she was ready to follow the plans and that it
made no diffcrence 1o her, But Didi, Swamiji and others opted
for Dclhi, where they would have the support of eminent
doctors and a host of devotees. She did not seem to improve in
Delhi although the steady answer o inquiries about her health
was uniformly "Lam always well”

On March 7 very carly in the morning she said to Didi
"Let me go to Haradwar." Swami Paramananada being
apprised of Sri Ma's khevala, said, "When?" 1o which Sri Ma
answered predictably, "Now!".

It took some time however o strike camp as it were. Sri
Ma travelled in. the big Kaiser car (given for her use by
Kantibhai Munshaw). In Haradwar, Sri Ma usually stayed in
Baghat House, a big dharamshala munagcd by the people of
Jogibhai (The Raja Sahab of Solon) where a suvite of rooms
was reserved Tor Sti Ma. This tine as they approached the city
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Sri Ma said, "Let us go to Nitai's house. He has invited me
many times to visithim.”

They crossed the Ganges-Canal and entered Kankhal.
Nitaida (as he was known to all) was a widower and lived
alone in his small housc on the banks of the river in the
manner of an ascetic. He was thrilled and overwhelmed to see
Sri Ma descending from the car at his door. He made haste to
make suitable arrangements tor her and her retinue. Sri Ma
said, "Shall I go away to Baghat Housc?"

Nitaida, although flustered and nervous, prayed for her to
stay saying he would organisc cverything as soon as possible.
This was the right answer. Sri Ma took up her abode in one of
the first floor rooms which looked out to the Ganges.

This auspicious beginning in time led to the construction
of the magnificent and spectacular Ashram at Kankhal which
now is the holy peethasthan for all devotees of Sri Ma
Anandamayi. Nitaida's small and remote house named
"Shanti Sadan", in a way, can be called the nucleus for the
future main establishment of Anandamayi Sangha.

At this time Sri Ma stayed here quictly while devotees
arrived from far and near to express concern for her heaith.
Sri Ma smiled at cveryone and said, "This body is always
well. Whatever happens letitbe so (jo ho jaye! )"

The business magnate Jugal Kishore Birla had sent his
personal Vaidya (Doctor of Indian Medicines) to stay athand.

iven if Sri Ma did not take any medicine he was to report her
welfare to Birlaji regularly. The even fhythm of Sri Ma's
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breath seemed broken, at times alarmingly so, for the
onlookers. Amongst those who knew her well, Jogibhai, the
Rajmata of Tehri-Garhwal, the Raja and Rani of Mandi as
well as others gathered in Kankhal to pray to her to give her
kheyala toward recovery. ‘

After seven days or so Sri Ma went to Saptarshi Ashram
at the request of Narayan Dasji, an old man of great piety and
devoted to Ma. She continued as she was. Sometimes the
breath was tumultuous, sometimes broken and sometimes
quite normal and even. |

Haribabaji was expecting her to go to Bandh on the

‘occasion of Holi. Kantibhai and Keshavabhai were sent to
Bandh to apprise him of her indisposition as understood by
her retinue. The Mahatma was ready to abandon all functions
and come away to Rishikesh immediately. He was however
persuaded to abide by the wishes of his own devoted villagers
who were so eager to celebrate Holiin his company.

Haribabaji came to visit (March 14,°1960) Sri Ma at
Saptarshi Ashram for a couple of days. Athough the Ashram
was supposed to be a quiet retreat for ascetics, the presence of
Sri Ma attracted people from far and near. One day the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha Sri Ananta Shayanam Aiyengar
and his wife came to have her darshan.

Sri Ma's retinue of young women was considerable. One
day ‘Sri Ma had the kheyala to send them to Kishenpur
Ashram to practise their own sadhana. Billo, Udas, Kiripal,
Pushpa, Buni, Chitra and Shobha reluctantly obeyed Sri Ma.
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In truth it was not their aim in life to become ascetics, but just
to stay near Sri Ma and have her darshan all the time. Sri Ma
said to them, "You have left the world behind to follow an
other-worldly way of life. Self improvement is necessary.
The proximity of this body is not helping you to get rid of
worldly ways of anger, feeling hurt, gossip and other such
things. Sadhana is required to get rid of these worldly ways."
Sri Ma continued in this strain for some time. Didz, in her turn,
was concerned that Sri Ma was sending everyone away when
she herself was not quite her normal radiant self. According to
Didi Sri Ma needed attendance; since she herself could not do
anything who would look after Sri Ma? Didi also knew (who
better than she?) that Sri Ma never considered this aspect of
the matter. She was always ready to manage with new comers
if there were any or without anyone in case there was no one
suitable. At this time Didi was relieved to sce Parashuram's
daughter Munni and her own younger sister Belu arrive to be
with them. Sri Ma smiled and said, "See Didi, you were
worrying needlessly!”

From Saptarshi Ashram Sri Ma went up to Anandakashi
to be the guest of Rajmata Anandapriya. This devout lady had
long prayed for her visit. The cottage for Sri Ma was situated
amongst the beauteons surroundings characterising the
foothills of the Himalayas.

It was time for the Vaidya to leave. On the eve of his
departure he said, "Ma, what shall I say to Birlaji? Why are
you having this breathing trouble? He will ask why I did not



j 0 Sri Mu Anandamayi

treat you with ayurvedic medicines." Sri Ma said, "Pitaji, you
sce changes in the body. 1 am the same. Am I not seen to be
laughing, talking etc? this s also like that, If you say a disease
has happened then it is also a guest and just as all of you are
around itis cqualty welcome.”

Vaidyaji demurred. He said, "Why don't you send this
troublcsome one away?" Sri Ma said, "Where? Where is the
place I am not? All is one. The desease and 1 am one. There is
naught elsc but the Onc. Why make an ‘other’ of the disease?
Liverything is acceptable. ‘The breathlessness also is a musical
kirtan going on in its own rhythm.” Sri Ma paused a little
while the Vaidyaji gazed at her in bemused silence with
folded hands. She then said, "You can tell Pitaji, that [ am
much better.”

Sri Ma continued in Anandakashi for a few more weeks.
The grandeur of the scenic beauty seemed a fit environment
for Sri Ma. Rajmata Anandapriya graciously extended her
hospitality to all those who came to visit the honoured guest.
During this time an clderly Swiss lady came to Anandakashi.
She was an adept in yoga, she said, and was accompanied by a
young man who was lcarning yoga from her. Both of them
seemed seli-assured and were knowledgeable about the
heritage of spiritual quest -in India. The young man
approached Sri Ma and said in a slightly aggressive manner,
"Arc you capable of bestowing some power? Give me
something just as Ramakrishna gave to Vivekananda!”

Sri Ma said (translated by the Rajmata), "If there is
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Vivekanuanda, Ramakrishna also will be manifest!”

The young man did not quite accept this answer; he
continued to engage Sri Ma in dialogues about spiritual
matters. One day he asked, "Why do thcy sound the conch
shell?" Sri Ma said, "It is belicved that there are five basic
clements, fire, wind, waler, earth and ether. We have five
sense organs for rclating to them. With everything we
worship God and then we purify oursclves with the sanctified
objects- the flowers, the incense the wicks of lamps, the
ornamental fan or the sound of the conch. Sound is Brahman.
It creates the solemn atmosphere necessary tor the puja of
God. One must worship by dedicating opeself totally in order
to know oneselt as the Totality.”

Gradually the young man scemed to lose his truculence.
He was on a genuine quest. He and his teacher prolonged their
stay, not being able to tear themselves away from Sri Ma, as
they said. Within this time a remarkable chan ge came over the
young man. He seemed caliner and more at peace with
himself. Sri Ma gave them names : the young man became
Ramananda and the lady Karunamayi.

The Puju-festival of Vasanti Devi was observed in
Anandakashi. The cmple of Shiva for three days assumed the
look of splendour and magnilicance usual with the puja of the
Goddess. The simple precinets were decorated gorgeously.
Plenty of offerings were at hand. In Sri Ma's presence the
remotest corners of India became touched with the inagic of

fulfilment.
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Another event which happened in Anandakashi was that
Didi one day with some difficulty and hesitancy cooked a
meal for Sri Ma. Sri Ma herself brought about this very
heart-warming instance. When Didi was very ill in Mumbai
and losing hope of recovery, Bhaiya had said to her
encouragingly, "Didi, you will not only get well but will be
able to climb to Anandakashi, and I will partake of a Iheal
cooked by you." Now Sri Ma wrote to Bhaiya, "Here is Didi in
Anandakashi and is well enough 1o cook again but where is
Bhaiya?" So Bhaiya took some time off from his busy
schedule and came for one day to Anandakashi. He was
happy to find Didi on her feet and able to perform simple acts
of service for Sri Ma, the only worthwhile object of life
according to her as everyone knew. Incidentally this was a
flash in the pan because Didi never did regain her former
health.

On April 8 one Prof. Upen Datta came from Mussoorie.
More than thirty years ago when Sri Ma had come to Mangala
Giri Ashram at Haradwar with her father he had been residing
there with Pandit Gopinath Kaviraj. He now told the
assembled company how he had seen Sri Ma lying in samadhi
for. many hours. He said that it was impossible to give
expression to tl}e utter beauty and majesty of her appearance
especially at the time when she was slowly rousing out of
samadhi. It was an experience of the proximity of divinity.
Never in this life would he forget that experience of
something utterly beautiful.
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The professor related another incident which had
happened to his relative recently. He and his son's father-in- -
law (also known to Sri Ma) were in Mussoorie during the
Vasanti-puja earlier in the month. On Mahashtami day his
rclative had suddenly exclaimed, "Sri Ma is here! She has a
yellow crown on her head. Don't you see her?” The professor
had not seen anything. His relative realized it was a vision he
had seen. Didi and the other auditors marvelled at this story
because on Mahashtami day a crown of yellow flowers had
been put on Sri Ma's head by Rajmata Anandapriya.

Sri Ma said, "Sometimes such things happen. On that day
when they were putting the flower-ornaments on this body [
had a strbng kheyala about Jyoti Kanchan (the professor's
relative) and his wife. Many years ago Jyotish and I had gone
to Mussoorie one day. Jyoti Kanchan's wife had cooked a
meal for us. All these things were coming to my kheyala."
Evidently Sri Ma' kheyala was so strong that Jyoti Kanchan
had not only felt her presence but had seen her. Sri Ma related
another similar story to the little group of people sitting in her
room. She said, "On the same day (of the visit to Jyoti
Kanchan at Mussoorie years ago) Jyotish and I descended to
Dehradun. As we were treakking down I asked Jyotish if he
was carrying any water. The heat was considerable and there
was no water anywhere near us but after a short while I said to
Jyotish, ‘Never mind about the water. Atal in Rajshahi is
offering me fresh pieces of water melon. That has quenched
my thirst.'
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"On arrival in Dchradun, Jyotish- wrote to Atal
immediately asking him to tell him what he was doing that
day and hour it he could remember. In due time Atal's answer
camc saying he was indeed giving in bhoga fresh pieces of
water melon to this body!™ -
Janmotsava in Mumbai

This year's (1960) Janmotsava was celebrated in
Mumbai. The venue was Bhaiya's house in Ville Parle. SriMa
staycd in her own cottage. The teeming crowd of devotees
was accommodated in various nearby buildings, mainly a
very large school building standing cmpty now because of the
summer vacation. Many local familics came over from their
town houscs to live in Parle. In the overall atmosphere of an
ongoing satsang, many people forgot dates or what day it
was. They just hurried cveryday to the satsang not wanting to
miss any prograinmes. Scveral Mahatmas came to grace the
occasion. Haribabaji, Avadhootji, Akhandanandaji and
Yogesh Brahmachariji were well known to the congregation.
Now they had the rarc opportunity of listening to the very
charming discourses of Vishnu Ashramji Maharaj. Swami
Madhava Tirthaji camc for a few days. Swam
Maheshwaranandaji, Mahantji, Vasudevanandaji and
Swatantranandaji were datly visitors.

The congregation was also fortunate in their wealth of
musical talent. Chhabi Bancjee had come from Kolkata. Her
very melodious and sonorous voice added new dimensions to

the daily kirtans. She was a very devout person dedicated to
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the worship of her Ista-Devata (Image of God). Although a
professional singer, she had cancelled many an important
engagement to be with Sri Ma in Mumbai. In time Chhabi
became one of Sri Ma's close companions. After the
Janmotsava Sri Ma went to Pune for a few days. Here Nandaji
and his wife Prameela had made adequate arrangements for
Sri Ma and her large entourage. The weather was pleasant and
very soon Nandaji's house was teeming with crowds of
devotees. Since Haribabaji was also in Pune, all his
programmes of kirtan, raslila and satsang were duly
observed.

Sri Ma anticiapates the disconsolate mood of her young
devotees:

One evening while Haribabaji was reading from a text,
Sri Ma turned a little in her seat and whispered some
instructions to Billoji.

After the reading was over Shobhan Brahmachari asked
if he could speak to the Mahatma. Permission being given, he
said, "We have a prayer. We all wish to tread the path of
spirituality. The sacred texts say that if a man walks one step
toward God, He comes forward seven steps. In reality we are
experiencing the opposite. The way is becoming harder and
longer!" Haribabaji said, "This path is full of hazards and it is
but natural that you should experience hardships. You must
be patient. God is not far but he tests the strength of your
application.”

Biren (rather unusually for him) added his prayer, "Baba,
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you must help us. Time is rushing by, we scem to achieve
nothing. "Other young men appealed to the Mahatma to show
them the way. This cry of despair, as it were, affected
everyonc and created a solemn atmoshopere. Haribabaji said
in his soft voice. "There is a poem in Urdu, which says, 'O
God, my boat 1s sinking in midstream, be gracious and steer it
to the shore!™

Shobhan exclaimed. "This is right, Ma will save us all!"

After the satsang, Haribabaji went away for a little while.
Although Sr1 Ma left at the some time she came and sat again
on the chowki in the pandal. She had instructed Pushpa to sing
the song she had dictated to Billoji carlier.

Pushpasang:

He Bhagavan (God), he Bhagavan,
lorgive us our sins.

Show the way to those who stray,

Omy beloved,

help to reform ourselves.

Take away the sufferings, these sufferings
Be gracious, be gracious

10 OUF Yearnings.

Sri Ma herself” added her sweet voice to Pushpa's. The
song, tune and rhythm touched everyone's heart. As if the
yearmings of all hearts had found expression in these simple
lines. A beautiful atmosphere was created as if binding in
loving accord the pilpriny and his beloved, God.

It scemed Sri Ma had anticipated the anguish and was
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ready with her inimitable touch of compassion. Did she also
dispel Shobhan's doubt about the ever-ready Divine succour
for the pilgrim? _

Pune continued to enjoy matri-satsang, thanks to the
unstinting hospitality of Nandaji and his wife. It was at times
marred by the sad news of deaths of old devotees. On June 6,
Parashuramji died in his sleep in Dehradun. It was another
case like Niraj Nath of Allahabad. It was recalled that Sri Ma
had stayed quietly in her room away from the satsang that
day. His was alife of total dedication by, as it is said, tan, man
aur dhan (body, mind and wealth).

Members of several princely families from far and near
were gathered in Pune at this time. The ladies of these
prestigious families wanted to hold a function for Sri Ma. One
night the Ashram was cleared of all men-folk (because some-
families observed purdah). The princesses decked
themselves in beautiful clothes, jewellery and flowers. They
performed the Gujrati garba dance in front of Sri Ma. It
became a gala occasion with puja and aratito Sri Ma.

All festivities must end sooner or later. The time arrived
when the devotees of Pune bade a sad farewell to Sri Ma while
the people of Mumbai prepared to receive her with joy. The
same atmosphere of festive celebrations prevailed at Bhaiya's
house for a while. Sri Ma then went up to Delhi, to the Ashram
ut Kalkaji. On July 8, 1960 the occasion of Guru Purnima was
celebrated with great emthusiasm. Jugal Kishore Birlaji was
of much help in matters of big feasts for all devotces. He was:g:
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frequent visitor whenever Sri Ma was in town. His great wish |

was that moral uprightness would prevail everywhere and
- become a characteristic of the nation.
At this time Sri Subimal Dutta came in close contact with

Sri Ma. He was the Foreign Secretary to the Government of |

India. His quiet unassuming manners and dignified look

reminded many of Bhaiji. Sri Ma said he had manv of Bhaiji's |

characteristics as well as his looks.

From Delhi Sri Ma drove upto Kishenpur Ashram in ;

Dehradun. On this trip up to Dehradun they met with an
accident. Two children suddenly dashed across the road. The
boy was unhurt but his small sister was hit by the swerving

car. The motorcade stopped. The little girl, who was a |
Muslim, was taken to a nearby hospital by one of the |
following cars. Sri Ma's car had to stop till the police came :

and finished with their enquiries.

Sri Ma descended from the car and entcred the nearby |
residence of a Punjabi gentleman. All his family came out to
see Sri Ma. Sri Ma was surrounded by the children of the |

house. She immediately entered into conversation with them.
To her question, whether they prayed to God, one teenaged
girl said she read the Ramayana every day. Sri Ma sat under a
big bilva (bel, wood apple) tree while the girl Krishnalata, at
Sri Ma's request, recited portions from the Ramayana.
Krishnalata seemed bewildered but atiracted to Sri Ma. Sri
Ma had found a devotee unexpectedly under unusual

circumstances.
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Sri Ma's car being released she continued on her journey.
The little girl was well. All her expenses at the hospital were
paid by Panuda on behalf of the Ashram. Now it was the turn
of the devotees of Dehradun to experience the delight of Sri
Ma’s presence in their town. For the last three years Sri Mu
had been experiencing a kind of sound in her head.
Sometimes it would increase and at other times it abated. Not
that the public or the general assemblies of devotees knew
anything about this constant discomfort. Sri Ma always
looked serene and her inimitable smile was never absent for
long. Only Didi and a few other close campanions heard
about this from Sri Ma. But they could do nothing but pray
helplessly for Sri Ma's own kheyala to deal with the problem.

On 18th July, Sri Ma had the kheyala to spend one night
on the verandah of the Temple in Ananda Chowk where she
had stayed with Bhaiji more than thirty year ago. This was a
rare experience for Shobhan, Kamal and Chinmaya, the only
companions she took with her in her own car (the Kaiser).
Nobody else knew about her programme, so this was like a
flashback to the earlier life of random wanderings.

Due to the very ardent pravers of Haribabaji and
Avadhootji. Sri Ma descended again to Vrindaban on the
occasion of Jhoolan Purnima. Avadhootji hadwmade elaborate
arrangements for her reception in her own Ashram. The
Mahatma identified himseif completely with Sri Ma’s
Ashram and knew quite well that Sri Ma was equally at home
in her own Ashram or any wayside inn or even just under a
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tree anywhere. After the gorgeons celebration at Vrindaban
she travelled to Varanasi on August 11, 1960 to be with the
girls of the Kanyapeeth on the occasion of Janmashtami.
Varanasi

The Ashram quickly settled into a routine. Visiting hours

were fixed. The devotees followed the timings. The only |

" exceptions were Mm. Gopinath Kaviraj and Kali Babu, a
sadhaka of some reputation. These two eruditc scholars
came in the late evenings and stayed discoursing with Sri Ma
for long hours. It is a pity that there being no auditor to these
dialogues much of this valuable vani is lost to us. Anil
Ganguly from Kolkata was visiting Sri Ma at this time. He
was a long time follower of Kali Babu whom he knew to be a
man of considerable spiritual achievement. One day Kali
Babu spoke to Anil Ganguly who had gone to pay his respects
to him, "Ma is a very powerful personality but so utterly
beautiful. She is the quintessence of all poetry!”

On August 15, 1960 a great shadow of sadness descended
on the Ashram. The much respected Dr. Gopal Dasgupta died
in- Kolkata. Dr. Dasgupta besides being a prestigious
practitioner of medicine was a great humanitarian
missionary. He had started a centre for distributing milk free
of charge to children. This place near the Temple at Sankat
Mochan in Varanasi was also a small Ashram. He himself
was an uncompromising agnostic but was totally devoted to
SriMaasa personification of Truth, Goodness and Beauty.

The Ashram lost a dedicated well-wisher, a stalwart
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supporter of all its concerns.

The last week of August saw Sri Ma in Vindhyachrala.
Her departure from Varanasi was sudden. Arriving in
Vindhyachala she sent her car back to Varanasi with the
message that if some persons came with sweets for her they
were invited to come. Sri Ma had the kheyala to await them!
Since she had unexpectedly left town, she sent word and a
means of transport for them to go where she was. She returned
again to Varanasi to attend the yearly Bhagavat Saptah.
Durga Puja in the new Ashram at Kolkata

Travelling through a few towns Sri Ma arrived in Kolkata
on September 19. The spacious grounds of the new Ashram
immediately began to fill up with crowds of devottes. Sri Ma
remained mainly at the Ashram. Didi and others dissuaded
the devotees from asking her to visit various residences in the
lown-but Sri Ma seemed her normal radiant self from the first
day of the puja. Whatever the reason for her kheyala of
recovery, everyone was pleased.

On the main day of the puja (Mahashtami) the princess of
Ramgarh presented Sri Ma with a costly silk sari, a string of
pearls as a necklace and other items of jewellery and fruits,
flowers, sweets and so on. These items were lying at her feet.
One of the children crowding round stretched out her hand
asking for the string of pearls. Sometimes those who offered
gifts to Sri Ma would take them back as blessed items for their
own use in the family, so Sri Ma did not give the necklace
away. Later the princess assured her that everything was for
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her to do with as she wished. Sri Ma then asked Udasji to keep
the pearls in readiness for the young girl who would surcly
come again. On the last day of the puja while Sri Ma was
distributing sweets to all she recdgnized the girl and gave her
the pearl necklace. The next day the girl carne to show Sri Ma
that she was wearing her necklace. The while jewels on her
very dark-complexioned skin looked strangely beautiful.
Narayana Swamiji asked in some curiousity if shc was
anybody special. Sri Ma said, "When I was staying in
Ashtagram 1 knew a family of low-caste people living near
our house. They were very friendly to me and sought
opportunities to help me with my household chores. 1 have a
kheyala that the young girl of that family has been born as this
one here."

No account of a big function can be complcte without
paying tributes to the untiring efforts of those who cooked
mammoth meals and helped to serve them also. Hemididi,
Giribala Didi and others were as efficient in the kitchen as
were Mataripishima, Sushilamashima and Thakurma of
earlicr days. Those who have had the good fortune to taste this
prasada (food) will always remember them with gratitude
andlove.

kK

CHAPTER TWO

The Development of Nimsar as
Naimisharanya

What is dharma? Those actions which are
conducive to attaining to Him who is desirable for
everyone. This is also the natural way of life.

—S8ri Ma Anandamayi

Sri Ma Anandamayi had visited Nimsar many times
during her travels. Nimsar was a small town near Lucknow,
the capital city of Uttar Pradesh. Nimsar was a place of great
sanctity becuase it is the holy site of the original discourses
given on the eighteen Puranas compiled by Maharshi Vyasa.
Thousands of sages had assembled here to perform yajnas
and listen to the Puranas, narrated by eminent speakers.

A few of Sri Ma's close companions became aware of her
kheyala for a suitable function at Nimsar which would give it
some recognition as hallowed ground. It was decided that the
annual Samyam Saptah of 1960 would be celebrated at
Nimsar. Not only the Saptah but after it an ambitious scheme
for holding not one but 108 Bhagavat Saptahs was mooted
and daringly decided upon. The devotees were confident that
Sri Ma's kheyala would see them through as always.

Swami Paramananda came to Lucknow to meet and
consult with Government officials whose help would be
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needed to organise a function of such mammoth proportions.
The officials were eager to help but there were disquieting
news of flooding in Nimsar. This year the river Gomati had
risen in floods. The area earmarked for the function was
totally submerged. Swamiji quite undeterred by this news
came to Nimsar accompanied by the officers who were
interested in the scheme. The reports were true, the whole
arca was under knee-deep waters.

The officials expressed their disappointment. Swamiji,
however. knew that if such were Sri Anandamayi Ma's
khevala then all impediments to it would vanish in good time
He sent a telegram to Sri Ma who was in Dehradun at this
time. It so happened that a glass of water had been brought for
Sri Ma when she was given the news of the floods at Nimsar.
She said, "Is that so? Maybe due to God's Grace the waters
will recede in time." Sri Ma Anandamayi then drank off the
full glass of water. The people standing around her felt this to
be a good omen and became optimistic about future events.

Al Nimsar, Swamiji's dogged determination to begin
work under such dire conditions puzzled the officials. They
tried to dissuade Swamiji from what they considered to be
futile effots. They said, even if the flood waters receded n
time the ground would be so soggy that no kind of temporary
structures like pandals, tents or cottages could be erected
safely. Swamiji smiled but would not be persuaded 1o
abandon his efforts. The bewildered officials realized that a

miracle was taking place in front of their eyes. Within a record
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7 Nalaty

Sri Ma holding the Image of
Sri Padmanabhan













































































































































































































































































































































