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Chapter One
PILGRIMAGE TO KAILAS

Sunday, 16 June 1937

At eighta.m. we set out for Kailas with Ma. Others who
wera with us were 10 return from Almora. They all wept while
leaving Ma. Nagendada wha had come from Calcutta, Naren
Choudhary and family from Deihi, Hari Ram and Manik from
Dehradur il returned. Ma, Bholanath, Jyotish Dada, Swarmi
Akhandananda, Tunu {Prankumar Babu's son}, Dasudada and
a servant {Keshav Singh) and | set out onthe journey. The hil
tribe girt Parvati was also with us. She was waiting in Almora
to accompany Ma.

At sleven a.m. we reached a forest bungalow in a place
called Barchina. The scenic beauty was exquisite. We had
refreshments and rested till three p.m. The bungalow was
situated at a distance of seven miles from Almora. Before
evening we reached a place called Dhoulchina which was
another five and a half miles away. Ws cooked, had dinner and
spent the night on the verandah of a Dak bungalow. On
Monday June 17, westanted-at fivea.m. and reached Seraghat
eleven miles further. '

Enormous trees grew on the banks of the river at
Seraghat. We cooked baneath one of the trees and finished
with the ritual of eating. We then lay down beneath the trees
for k was difficult to walk in the hot sun. Ten or twelve coclies
were cafrying our luggage and waiking with us. Five landis
had been hired along with flfteen coolles. Parvafi was accom-
panied by another lady, her small daughter and her brother.
They had two caolies withthem. The coctles reached the spot,
cooked rotis for themselves and lay downto rest. Each coolie
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carries a maximum Joad of fiteen seers. A horse was not
available for Tunu at Almora—a horse will be picked up onthe
way. Asone dandi was spollt, it was replaced by another one
at Seraghat.

We could still spot a shoportwo here and there, where
we purchased fice, dal, ghen, salt and other essentials. We
heard that ro such shops would bé available as we proceeded
jurther. We had also camied some food items with tis. We
were told that nothing would be available beyond Garbiyan
therefore we had dry fruit, sugar candy, pepper powder,
tamarind pickles and other items packed with Ls. It Is neces-
sary to keep such items in stock to go across lce-laden tracks,
as also warm clothing, goggles and water-proof materlal. We
had heard that some travellers fee! giddy and faint on the way
to Garbivan and so atady at Atmora had prepared a contcoc-
tion of pepper, dried mango powder and other spices under
the belief that it would keep our heads clear. We heard that Tt
was difficult to cook beyond Garbiyan so that wheat flour,
broken rice and other cereals have to be soaked in water and
drunk—these items are also exorbitantly expensive. A were
proceading joyfully. But Ma, Jyotish Dada and | were not
feeling too well. Today Bholanath went on foct for quite some
distance; Ma and Akhandananda also walked for some time.
Jyotish Dada and | remained seated in the dandi. What mare
shall | pen about the natural beauty of the Himalayan
mountains? Many have written detailed descriptions. Proba-
bly it is this exquisite scenery that inspires people to venture
into undertaking such hazardous journeys. Such surroundings
and Ma amidst i alll When Ma walked on the mountain path, |
watched her with the marvellous scenery in the background—
it all appeared to be a refiection of Ma's beauty which
seemed 10 be spreading its lustre. 1 am not exaggerating,
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| write as my haart exparienced the vision. Ma's entire form
seemed to be seeped in a surge of great unrestrained-bhavg --
her simple, sweet and lovely gaze was erthralling perhaps
that is the reason ! was so overwhelmed. | do not
understand if Ma's beauty is also getting enhanced.
Ramtaran Bahu {advocate) of Caleutta had written, ©|
would watch Ma's farm from a distance in the Birla termple—
without any decoration, but what a marvellous beauty she
spreads all around her! Sheis surrounded by well-dressed and
ornamented women, but her beauty makes them ali look
plain. And her laughter—sometimes sweet, sometimes trilling
_how enchanting was that laughter!” Even today these
memories make me forget everything else. Truly, Ma's gait
is so lovely—this is not only what devolees observe-anyocne
who watches Ma even ance will comment on this. | sometimes
tald Ma, “Ma, it seems you have grown taller than before.” Ma
would laugh and say, "“And how do you say that? Do people
avar grow taller after they grow old?"” Ma's figure seemsto be
stouter, with considerabie height—her countenance appears
toglow. | had been saying, “Ma, you have gone down—do put
on some weight." To which she had replicd, "Alright, you wait
and see, | shall surely grow fatier.” When she had put on
weight, she had declared, "“See, | have become fatter!” After
same days | had abserved that she was not as agile in her
movements as she had been before putting on weight, so |
had said, "“No Ma, don't grow any fatter. Now you must
become slightty slimmer.” Ma then told semebody, "Now |
shall grow thinner for Khukuni had said, ‘grow  fatter—grow
fatter' and therefore | had put on weight. But now she says it
is better if | slim down. So now 1 shall have to become thinner."
| knew that she would really become thinner—everything goes
according to her will. This is only an exampla of that fact.
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That aside, today we have 1o eat something more before
three p.m. and set out Lo reach some shelter before nightfall,
The sky was avercast with ciouds. Atthree p.m. we seat out for
a place called Ganal which was seven miles away and reached
befare dusk. There agaln we spent the night in a dak
bungafow. Ganal had a post office as well. Not everybody
is allowed to stay in a dak bungalow, but we had hrought
along a letter of permission.

On the way our companion from Garbiyan, Parvat,
narrated an incident. About five years ago when she was in her
village, she dreamt that she was going somewhere with a
group of people.. She could not see the faces of the paople
clearly—but she saw Ma as a fady wearing a white sar who
appeared to be a 'Matajf. She also saw Bhalanaih’s face
clearly. She had gone to Almara for her educatlon, some
time after this dream. Now after five years, having completed
her studies, she was returning o her villaga with usall. Last
time wher: Parvali saw us at Almora, she had taken ona look
at Bholanath, recollected her dream and decided then and
there that she would go with him to Kailas. Ma had also
specially raquested Parvati to accompany us to Kailas. She
had been waiting for a month 1o travel with us. What a
surprising coincidence . of events! Last time she had not
revealed the occurrerice of the dream, but this time she
narrated & all. Hearing this Ma smiled and said,. “She came
to Almora for her education in order to make the dream come
true!” Mow exquisite this place is! .

On our way here we met a brahmin householder who
asked, “Where |s Mataji?' Oh being shown Ma’s dandi he
offered flowers and fruits at herfeet and did pranama. Atnight
the same brahmin arrived with some milk and vegetables at the
bungalow. He was asked, “How did you know that Mataji was
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coming?"’ He reptied, "l read in the newspapers that Ma
Anandamayi was going on a pllgrimage to Kailas. From that
day | have been awaiting het arrival. Today | am blessed to
have had the darshan of Ma's feet.” C

Who knows how many more devotees have been affected
in this way? That may be the reason why the Compassionate
One hasieft Bengal and got drawn to this part of the country.
Now | observe how these people fedl that Ma 1s their very own,
though they are so slightly acquainted with her and call her
‘Devi Bhagavati’ and befieve in her with simple, staunch falth.

Tuesday, June 18

At six am. we started from Ganai for a place called
Beninag which is thineen miles away. Water would be avail- -
ablethera sowe decided to eat and rest at Beninag. | forget to
write about anincident that occurred on the day before we left
Almora. Naren Babu's wife dressed Ma in a silk sari with a red
border, combed her hair, garlanded her and had a photo-
graph taken. She then said, "Ma, | have never sean g cloth
coverlng your head-today I shall cover your head.” Ma replied,
“Nn, let things go on as they are.” Later the Compassionate
Mother went to the Shiva temple, covered her head with a
cloth and satisfied the desire of her devoles. Enchanted by
her form draped thus, devotees fell at her feet and did
pranama. Ma remarked, "Why, have you decked up a bride?”
Naren Babu exclaimed, “"How canMa sver need to be decked
up as a bride?” Ma, the unpredictable, pulled down the veil
over her head as newly wedded brldes do and the devotees
burst inta laughter. Naren Babu also took a photograph of Ma
oh the day of her departure for Kailas,

In the afterncon we reached a place called Rani after aten
mile trek where we stopped for a meal. At three p.m. we set
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out for Beninag. The route was very steep and when we
reached Beninag around dusk, we did not climb furthar to the
dak bungalow but lay down on the verandah of a2 school
building. That place, where we spent the mght, was beautiful.
Qne of our companions had a relative living here who had
invited us all to this place. We found there a well equipped
market, a good schaat and dispensary. Many paopla came for
- Ma’s darshan.

Weadnesday, June 19

By five am. we left for a place called Thdla, situated ten
or eleven miles away. The dandi bearers wera now tiring out
within a distance of one or twa miles and stopping for rest.

Jokingly, Jyotish Dada declare¢ Swami Akhandananda the -

‘king’ of the group and himself the ‘heir-apparent’. When the
dandi bearers resumed the trek and wanted to halt again, we
discovered that, Swami Akhandananda’s dandi had hit against
a rock and got brpken, while a trunk had scraped Jyotish
Dada's thigh which was now bleeding and his ¢lothes had also
got torn. This maltar became the butt of jest. | said, “You had
befieved yourself to be the dosr therefore the king and his heir-
apparent are in such a state within the short distance cov-
ered!” Ma also laughed. Jyotish Dada joined in the laughter
and said, "Don't farget to write about this in your note hook!"
Truly, when | think ahout it, thereis something worthwhile in
this matter.

On proceeding a little further Ma saw an old hlll tribes-
women walking with a bundle on her head. Ma calied out to
her saying, "Mataii, where are you going?"” Without putting
down her bundle the old woman replied, “I'm just going
there,” and continued on her way. The coolies were tired and
they lowered our dfandis. The old woman looked at Ma and
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stopped short—slowly she came near Ma and sat down. Some
children were with her and judging from the kind of clothes she
wore, she seemed to be quite welh off. She also seemed to
be intelligent. She began speaking to Ma on various matters.
When the coolies lifted the dandis and walked away, the cid
woman steod up saying, "Ma, your words were so charming
that | could hat go away and had to come and sit nearyou. We
are poor what could | say to you by way of conversation—| sat
onty to listen to you speaking.” Even after the dandjs had
travelled socme distance we could spot the old woman
gazing fixedly in our direction. _
We reached Thala at ten am. and camped in the
verandah of a school. This place also had a post office and
other facilties. At Seraghat we had seen tha Sarayu river and
now the Ram Ganga was roaring past in Thala. This spot was
aiso enchanting. The sight of the magnificent mountains
inspired great thoughts and emaotions inus. Whether or not
this pligrimage gives any other kind of merit, the natural
heauty of the mountains rouses such lofty, free steady and
calm sentiments in our mind, that they cannot be compared
with anything else. How very beautiful the scenery is! All those
wha have troddden this path will surely vouch for ihe truth of my
statement. 1t is impossible to express in words, these feelings
of the hearl. However, we decided tospend the night in Thala.

Thursday, June 20

Early in the morning we left Thala. The day was already
warm, though we had to wrap ourselves in blankets at night.
The water is also getting cooler and for the last two days we
have had very cold water. We proceeded ten miles further and
reached Didihat inthe afterncon where we halted for rest. On
the way we met the Raja of Askole. He and his people had also
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heard of Ma's trip to Kailas from the Raja of Dinajpur who was
going to Kailas with Swami Jnanananda and others. They
declared that they had beenlgoking cut for Ma all aleng the
way. After paying obeisance at Ma's feet the Raja gave us a
lattor addressed to Askote, so that Ma would suffer ne incon-

venience after she reached there.
After eating our meal we set aut for Askote which is seven

miles away. We had heard that Askote had a good dharmasata
and we had decided to stay there. This moming we had gaot
thoroughiy drenchad in the rain. The Raja of Askote is said to
be related to the Raja of Tehri. These hill tribe kings are very
rigid in observing rules. Though the Raja of Tehri had been
abroad, he had 1o maintain: Hindu disciplines strictty with
regard to diet and other matiers, when he was in his home
land. The Raja of Askote is aiso very staunch In observing
Hindu rules and regulations. Whensver he goes abroad he
takes a brahmin cook from his place. He also reads the
scriptures and performs the pufa regulardy. | have also
observed this about the Raja of Solan, who eats only with
purified apparel on. His expression also reveals an inner
purity.

By evening we reached Askote and put up at the dohar-
masafa. On reading the Raja's letter all the peaple around
began filing in, enguiring about our requirements. They had
fixed a meal for us. In a short while the Raja’s sister, brother,
sister-in-law and other ladies arrived for Ma's darshan. We
were ail feeling braced by the mountain air; Swamiji's danadi
had been taken for repairs. Another dandi could not be
obtained on the route and the coolies were very tired. It was
beginning to seem difficult to reach Garbiyan. These coolies
cannot [t more than twenty five orthirty seers each and thelr
Wwages are one rupee per day per head.
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Friday, June 21

We decided to halt at Askote for our meal. | observed that
many people have got news of Ma's journey and have been
awaiting her arrival. | jokingly remarked, "Ma, when you have
sa many children here, why would you sit out in Bengal! May
be this is the reason ‘,fdu have been pulled hither.” The Raja’s
courtier's wite and many other ladies arrived with flowers and
fruits for Ma's darshan. Atten a.m. the Rani sent men to escort
Ma to the palacs. There she offered a big variety of dishes to
Ma as bhoga. | heard that the Raja’s brother, who lived at
Almora, had written to say that Ma should be welcomed with
reverence.

On the request of the Raja and his brother, we had our
meal at Askote. All the food came from the palace. After iunch
we set out for Balvakot which is ten miles away. On the way the
courtier took Ma to  his house and welcomed her with great
affection. The members of the household earnestly requested
Ma to return via this place. The Rani and other ¢itizens of this
kingdom expressed great happiness at having been blessad
with Ma's darshan. The Ranideclared, "Ma, our home has
been purified by your visit.”" The courtier's son who lives at
Almora had written home 1o say, “"Mais leaving for Kailas,
welcome her with due respect.” These people told us that
this was why they were all awaiting Ma’s darshan.

- It was raining and it was also very warm, especially since
we had heen walking in the sun which seemed to be very
strong. After the river Ram Ganga, we could see the Gauri
Ganga which flowed very swiftly, We walked for five miles and
then encountered the river Kali Ganga. The meating paint of
the rivers Gaur Ganga and Kali Ganga is said to be the
emrance gate to Kaflas. Many have a ceremonial dip here and
offer charities. The pathways have been damaged by rain and
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the coolies are also tired. For want of water and shopping
facilities we have not been halling at dak bungalows. In
Askote we saw shaps selling cloth and other items. The Rani
nad glven her own dandifor Ma's use and Ma was now being
catried in it.

It was after dusk when we covered the len miles to
reach Balvakot, However, we took the wrong path and could
not climb high snough to find a sultable halting place. We
decided to spend the night inside the dandi under the trees.
Parvati had brought along a tent far Ma, which was put up and
some af ourluggage was also kept inside it. The Raja had sent
a letter to the chlef of this vilage and it was sent to him at the
top of the hill. He arrived and said, "You have 1aken the
wrong route—we have a school in our viliage ahove, where you
could have stayed.” |t was not passible to ¢limby to the vilage
ihthe dark. The village chief had some cow’s mllk purchased
for us. Just as we settied down some what comfortably, a
viclent storm broke out and the rain lashed at the dandis
making us all, including Ma, wet to some extent. The rain
continued unabated through the night. With the break of dawn
we tontinued our journey inthe rain. We left-all our luggage;
it could follow us later: anly our five dandis moved forward.

We werg now finding it difficult to proceed because of the
rain. We got some milk in a vitags on the way (at two seers
for a rupee) and drankit. In between the path was very bad
and we could not cross the fast lowing river on foot. With
great difficulty we sat on the backs of the coolies and crossed
the river, while almost seven coolies carried Ma's dandi
across. Wa had another river to cross, but by then the rain had
abated and the sun was peeping through the clouds. At
eleven thiny we reached a dak bungalow in a place called
Dharchula. We put our wet ciothes and blankets outin the sun.

CHAFTER ONE B

As the coolies had not yet reached with our luggage we could
not prepare any food. The hilt tribeswornan, Parvati, was trylng
hard t¢ help out. :

The history of Dharchula has it that when Vedavyasa
descended from Kailas, he had conked food in alarge vessel
perched on these three mountain peaks. Since he had
converted the three mountains into a fireplace the spot had
acqulred the name of Dharchula {chita means fireplace). The
viltage was fairly big and the roar of the Kali Ganga was loud—
it sounded like the sea. We were travelling aleng the bank of
the Kali Ganga. We halted ata small dak bungalow which was
surrounded by many lafty mountain peaks. These mountains
like uhshakeable, immovable rishis, seemed to he engrossed
far asons in meditation of the Universal Father. Cutward
disturbances cannot touch them. Underfoot, the river, too,
seems to sing the praises of the Lord as she flows along. A
deep ematian surges within because of the atmosphere here,

After the uggage arrived we cooked and ate by three p.m.
We had procured some greens and vegetables on the way and
we all enjoyed it. As many items are not available here we
had to carry a number of things with us. As the path was
treacheraus we had to be ready ¥or many contingencies and
had, therefore, come armad with such necessities.  We had
had te earry all this from Calcutta to Almora and | hadt been
pemplexad for | had not been in touch with packing trunks and
cages for a long time. Also, | had not found the need for so
many things and was not being able to cope when faced with
them. The boys were exhausted, doing the shopping, for
whasoever remembered & particular item he thought would
be needed, it was purchased immediately. Finally it was Ma
wha knew exaclly what we reguired and instructed us about
essentlal commodities. Later others told us that the same
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items would be essential. When | could no longer manage the
packing (the day before our depariure) Ma sat near me and
gave instructions which | followed. In a trice everything was
well organized. My Ma is purna (complete} and therefore she
accomplishes every job so beautifully. Nothing is elther
discardad or favoured by her. Every job is equally important
to her—there- is no differentiation between cne and the other.
Therefore she does perfectly whichever job Is presented
hefore her.

After the meal, before sunset, Ma took Jyotish Dada and
went for 2 ‘walk onthe banks of the Ganga. On retuming she
told me, “Khukunl, Ganga took away the kurta you had made
for me.” Fremarked, “Say youthrew it in the Ganga. You did
well.” The bhava is not new to Ma, | have written many a time
- about how she has thrown kurtas and dhetis into the river, On
being questioned she deciares, "The water took it away,”" and
flashes ber sweet smile. Now she had again behaved
simllarly. She said, “This kheyals arose quite some time ago.
It arose again now.”

At night ail the coolies wers sent back for they were
charging one rupee a day and on reaching Garbivan where
they would just sit around, they would still have to be paid
tenannas a day. Their rates are rupee one for travelling and
ten annas for walting. A Rai Sahib here had received letters
frorm Krishna Pant of Nainital and the Askole Raja requesting
that ali arrangements be mads perfectly ready for Ma. They
were now going to fix new caclies. They said, "The route how
is going 1o be very difficult and these coolies are sturdier.” The
toolies who had been with us til now were tired and had
decided to return the next day.

Tomorrow we have ta stay here because the new coolies
have to be brought from a distance of seven miles; they will
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again weigh our luggage and carry thirty five seers each. We
heard that the route from here to Garbiyan is very bad and in
comparisen the route till now had been very gasy. Everyone
was enjoying every moment in Ma'scompany. At midnight we
slept. Two incense sticks had been lit near Ma inthe evening.
An Ustadji (who knew Ma) had arrived from Dehradun and was
to accompany us to Kailas. He sang for some time and played
the bela.

Almost everyone had gone to sleep and | was on the
verge of falling asieep (next to Ma) when Ma called out from
undemeath the sheet which she had wrapped around herself,
"Khukuni, have you fallen asleep?" | sat up instantly and
asked, "Why did you call me Ma?"” Ma replied, "Is there more
incense? Light it and shut the window near me.” | did
accorgingly but Ma remained just as she was, wrapped in a
sheet. | lit the incense and asked, “Ma, has someone come?”
Without moving, she replied, “Yes." No further conversation .
ensued, | wrappad myself in my sheet and |ay down.

Sunday, 23 June _

Ma rose wery late and went 10 the Ganga. VWhen she
returned | washed her face and hands and made her drink
some milk. We had bean able 1o procure some cow's milk
here. Ma again went ta the banks of the Ganga with Jyotish
Dada. | began cooking while Swamiji sat for his sedfiana.
Around eleven a.m. Ma wasg offered bhoga and then all satto
recelve prasada. After lunch we all rested. t sat in the
verandah. The natural scenery all arcund roused grave
emotions in my heart for here Mother Nature seems to have
assumad a very grave form, Though It did not rain, the sky was
overcast with clouds.
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As | have lime today, ! shal record an incident that
occurred an June 14 in Almora. That night Baba Bholanat_h got
extremely angry with Ma over a trivial matter concerning a
cap. When Bholanath got very angry Ma clapped her hands
and laughed aloud. Suddenly she went out. As she took
Godavari with her she forbade anyone else from gaing out.
Ma has sometimes besn observed in such a state. | couid not
follow her and therefore stood in the doorway tortured Dy
suspense wondering where Ma had gone. The next instant
Ma walked in. Bholanath was still growling with anger. Ma
siretched her hand in front of his face and began turning her
fingers around and laughed loudly. A little tater she moved
away slightly and told Bholanath, “Quict, quiet! This madness

always!” The mood and form in which she behaved thus

cannot be described in words. Tunu {Prankumar Babu's son)
was pressing Bholanath's feet. Later he told us that on vigwing
Ma's fearful form that moment, he was shaking with terror,
Dwaraka Prasad’s wile (from Bareilly) and her sister-in-law
{the wife of the D.P.M.G. of Nagpur) were sitting on a bedding
nearby. They alsc happened to make eye contact with Ma at
that moment. The D.P.M.G,'s wife said, "l had heard descrip-
tions of the form of Kali Devifrom my father when | was young,”
{ladies in this part of the country do not, usually, know much
about Kali Devi). "'l also saw Ma's similar form.” Dwaraka
Prasad's wife said, *'Seeing her form today | realised that Ma
is the Universat Mother.” The others present did not reveal
their individual visions. Each one witnessed a different form.

Once again  Ma suddenly went outdoors, forbidding
anyone from following het. At eleven p.m. almost everyane
had left except Hari Ram. Bholanath had been sitting motion-
less, very quiet. When Ma went cut he aiso strode on to the
road—his anger had not quite abated. Dasu Babu ranout and
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caught hold of Bholanath who shook himself free and conti-

nued 1o walk away. Nagen Babu and cthers followed

Bholanath and stopped him. Meanwhile Ma had probably
walked around the temple compound. When- she saw
Bholanath stalk out, she went past him like a streak of
lightning, overtaking him. Though we ran after her we could
not catch her. However, Bholanath was somehow made to
return when all cajoled and pleaded with him.  Hari Ram,
Swamiii and | went in search of Ma and reached a tall temple
building. Hari Ram climbed on to the verandah while | walted
on {he stairs. Hari Ram found Ma walking to and fro. Seeing
him she said, "You pecple go away from here and tell
Bholanath he can return to his place, else | shall set out for
Kailas right away. He can follow with you all laler on.
“Witnessing Ma's form and hearing her firm command, Hari
Ram descendad trembling with fear and went into the temple
to inform Bholanath. Bholanath was well acquainted with
every state and mocd that Ma could assume. He had already
entered his room, covered himself with his blanket and laid
downr. We sat quietly. As it was so tate in the night and as
Ma was still outside, Swamiji stood onthe street, unable to
leave, yethesitating to stay—such was his condition because
of Ma's orders.

Meanwhile, Ma descended from the temple she was in
and came 1o the courtyard of our temple. She asked Swamiji
why he was standing in the street. As we were also shuffling
inand out she callad me and said, "“You know well enaugh,

- then why do you come outdoors? Go inside quickly and go

10 sleep. | shall return whenever | wish.” We went in and sat
quistly. Those who had seen this form of Ma began to feal
numb. They, who had never seen her do anything against
Bholanath's orders as far as possible, thay, who had seen Ma
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atways move and behave according to his wishes, they, who
had always seen this attitude in her even amidst so many
people and situations, they saw this aspect of Ma today and
were dumbifounded with fear and astonishment.

A little later Ma entered the room as if nothing had
happened—she walked in srmilingly and cald, “Whyare you all
seated? Are you unable to sleep?” Again she asked, “"What,
has Bholanath fallen asleep?” Naren Babu's wife replied,
“vYos Ma, Baba hasfallen asleep.” Ma remarked, "Nat atall.
Alright, go and see” and she began faughing. Naren Babu's
wife is a personification of straightforwardness and so is Naren
" Babu. He has baen like a child in Ma's presence. Ma asked
Dwaraka Prasad’'s wife and her sister-inlaw in Hindi, “Why are
you -also sitling quietly? Wil you not sleep?” They
replisd,"Why will we not sleep Ma.” Ma  said, “Then go and
sieap quickly.” They commented, “Ma, you are the Universal
Mother” and folding their palms, they gid pranama at Ma's feet.

Ma seemed to manifest a kind of restlessness—she got up
and went inside. | followed her. $he went near the beddings of
Manik and Tunu and said, "“What are you doing?” They awoke
and came to Ma. She spoke softly, “How did all this happen...”
etc. Ma seemed to  be controlling a particular mood and
therefore  such restiossness was visibie externally—this was
clearly evident. Tunu, Dwaraka Prasad's wife and her sister-in-
law had happened to catch Ma's gaze at the moment that a
paficularly savage maod was emerging and perhaps that
quenched the meod there and then, for she had then con-
trolled herself and walked out_ctherwise who knaws what
more could have occurred! The very next day Bholanath
declared that he would not go to Kailas for sure. Hearing him
Matold us, “Wait, | shall pacify my Gopal” She then went ta
him and spoke in myriad ways to win him over and finally
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made him agree to start on the trip. She then came in to
drink milk. Mysterious Ma’s fifa is unfathomable.

| shall now continue the nar rative of our trip. Al three p.m.
Ma got up. The river is wide here, The hili-trribes pecple tie a
rape on either shore and hang on it like monkeys to cross the
river—we find it frightening to even look at them. Practice
makes anything possible-this is an example ofthe saying. We
shalileave this place day after tomorrow. As rew coolies joinus
here, all our luggage has to be reweighed. Each cooly will carry
thirty five seers of luggage and they will be paid one rupee per
day each. These have been the wages fram the beginning.

Here, | would like to mention an incident. We were unpack-
ing and rearranging our luggage sitting in front of Ma as she
instructed us ta empty out things into tins. As | have menticned
eatier, we were unable to do such things propery without Ma's
help. Ma sat near us and made us arrange the things in a big
trenk. When it was done, people lifted it and estimated that
the trunk weighed more than a maund (forty searsy and
therafore we would have to remove some things fromit. As
Ma left the room she smiled and said, "Alnight, thirtyfive seers
is what it has W0 be, isn't it? You say it is five seers in excess.”
Then laughing slightly she said, "It may even weigh less!”
Hearing this | immediately suggested, “Justtouch i, Ma—then

it will become lighter.” Ma laughed and rejoined, "Your sug-

gestions are also unique! However, there i$ no need 1o touch
it.” Finally when Rai Saheb brought the coolies that evening
and had the luggage weighed, that particular trunk was found
1o weigh exactly thirtyfour and a half seers!

Inthe evening Ma went 1o the bank of the Ganga for a waik.
Rai Sahib had sent mountain bananas for Ma. He was doing
his best to provide conveniences for Ma. Around midnight Ma
first went to Jyotish Dada and then t¢ each one of us by turn
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and asked, "Did you have any dream last night?” Every one
replied in the negative. Then Ma said, “All these days | met
no ohe and then yesterday a man came.” Nothing more was
satd ahout this.

Fram now onwe were to have six coclies perdandi as the
path would become more and more treacherous. Nine other
coolies were 1o camry the luggage. A dandi was hired for
Tunu's use. The people here commented that after the Raja
of Mysorg, no cther person had gone 10 Kailas with such a
big group of penple. Rigorous preparations were afoot. Al
coclies have a chief whois calted 'Mate’. Around midnight we
went to steep. Parvati was accompanying Us all along-her
simple and straightforward behaviour is worthy of mentian.
Sometimes, ike a litle gil she pressed Bhatanath's
hand_whenever she was afraid of something enfolte she
would hald Bhalanath's hand. She must have beentwenty five
or thirty years old but she had no inhibitions or shyness. As it
she was a close friend from years. '

Monday, 24 June

At seven a.m. we set out for Khela, ten miles away. The
terrain was very rough. Ma got down from her dandi and made
us alsowalk with her forthe fear of failing off from the danai was
toa great. Walking beside Ma, | went a liitle ahead of the others.
Ma sat on a rock and began singing. A song in Bengali which
meant,

“Return, return to your own home.”

Hearing this beautifui refrainfrom Ma’slips in those guist
surroundings made me feel enchanted. When the others
caught up with us, we continued walking. '

On the way we met Ruma Devi, who ts a famous fady here
and is tha disciple of Sri Sri Sarada Ma. She felt very happy 1o

L
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have Ma's darshan. She accompanied us til Khela, We
reached Kheta around one p.m. The Kali Ganga was roaring
besideus, rushing to meet the sea, she danced with abandon
and her laughter rippled mersily as she ran 1o meet the ocean,
oblivious of any cbstacie or barrier. | felt that as she went
along she was teaching humans the manner in which they
should run to meet God.

Ruma Devi came to Khela withus. Sheisa sarmmvasini. Her
natura is very calm. Her abade lies within these folds. She
received diksha from Sri Sri Sarada Ma a year before the latter
lgft her body. Ruma Devi has her ashram in Khela and she
extends much help to pilgrims. The ideal in her life is service.
Narayan Swami of Mysare and she live in the same ashram.
Narayan Swemi nas many devotees; many ladies. of the
Almora Mission are his followers. The hill tribeswomen who
went to Almora always made it a point to visit Narayan Swami
or Ruma Devi on their way back.

Ruma Deviis about sixty years old. She sat ngar Mafor a
long time and confided in her about events in her lite. With the
aim of attaining real peace of mind, she expressed the desire to
live with Ma for a few days. She spent the night sitting near Ma
it gur tiny dhermasala and repeatedly expressed the joy she
was experiencing from Ma's darshan. She sald, " feal the
same kind of joy as [ think | would feel in the company of my
own mother. It seems | have never before experienced such
happiness In my life.”

Just before sunsst two other hill tribeswomen arrived at
Khela. They had seen Ma at Almora and had written 1o her
sending her incense  sticks, They had returned  after
passing their matriculation examination and now they were
on their way for further training. When they saw Ma thay came
running Lo her as it they had known hey for years. They ted Ma
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with papdf which is made by mixing semolina or flour with
sugar and spiceand then reasting itin ghee. People here carry
it along while travelling—we had aisc brought some with us.

In the eveningan asand was spread on a rock and Ma sat
on it, with all of us around her. Tonight again it was twelve by
the time we slept. After praying for Ma's blessing Ruma Devi
waont to her own badding.

Tuesday, 25 June

This morning there was a light drizzle. Ruma Devi and the
other ladies went to Almora. They had advised, “Ma, if it rains
too heavily, do not resume the journey, for the path ahead is
veryéreacherous; the faar of anavalanche is great.” We waited
till seven a.m. and then set olt. The route was very steep but
the road was good. To enable the codlies 1o rest in between,
Ma walked for some time and we acompanied her on foot.
When the roads turmned bad, the dandis used to knock
against rocks and get damaged. Whenever we et
workmen on the way we used to get the dandis repaired.

Now the river was no longer flowing near us and we could
not hear its happy gurgle. For the past two days the weather
was neither warm nor cool. Today we halted at a place catied
Pangu which was Parvati's husband's native place. We
stayed ina school and arrangements were made for cooking
in the courtyard. The rice, dal and cther provisions were
supplied by Parvati's home. We had travelied five miles to
Pangu wherte we had lunch in the afternoon.

By three p.m. we set aut again. The weather grew steadily
cooler as we travefled further. At four p.m. Ma suddenly got
oft herdandi and began walking. Whenever she alighted we
also got off behind her, butthis time we did not see her getting
down. Dasu Dada told us later that a hill tribesboy came to
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Ma with two flowers and read out an invocation as he placed
flowers at her feet. Ma commented to Dasu Dada, "Did you
see how beautiful the children of this ptace arg?”

Six miles ahead, was a place called Sirkha where we
camped in a school for the night. The school was in the
village and therefore we were able to procure foodsiuffs,
Dinner was cooked only for Dasu Dada and Tunu. Today we
felt extremely cold. As soon as we reached Sirkha Ma lay down
saylng, “| shall nat eat anything.” We also lay down. it began
raining and by twa thirty a.m. the downpour was so heavy that
our blankets got wet as we were lying on the school
verandah. We opened our umbrellas and sat up. When the
rain abated we lay down again.

Since the last two or three days we had besen seeing
snow on mountain peaks. The snow glistaned in the sunlight;
itwas anextremely beautifl sight. In between we have been
getting raw mangoes and | have been cooking them in daf.
but for the past couple of days no raw mangoes have bean
available. In such cold weather mangoes could hardly be used

anyway.

Wednesday, 26 June

‘In the marning we set out for Dipti which is situated ten
ar eleven miles away. Al nine a.m. we halted at a spot 1o have
some food. All along the way we saw dense forests. The

scenery was marvellous and the silence was all pervading.

From Dharchula onwards we had naot been able 1o travel
more thanten ortwelve miles a day because the route was so
steep. Each dandi was being carried by six coolies, four lifted
the dfandi and two carried the foodstufis. In between, the
coolias ware exchanged so that each one carried the passen-
gersin turn. The path was wet because of the rain. Whanever
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we came across any vegetabies they were taken along as
weg would not be able 10 procure any more as we climbed
further. Sugar now costa rupee for one anda quarter Seers.

Around one p.m. we reached Dipti. We found a room that
looked like a cowshed, a part of which had been used to
house a shop. This room turned out to be the dharmashala
of this place. We spread a tarpaulin and made arrangements
to spend the nightthere. By thetime we cooked ameal itwas
nearing sundown. We heard that the route would become
worse the next day.

Thursday, 27 June
This morning at six a.m. we set oul for Malpa seven miles
away. The journey turned out to be memorable. None of us
maunted the dandi because the path was so bad it was difficult
for any one to waik. With great. difficulty, taking the hetp of the
coolies we somehow raached Malpa by one thirty p.m.
Beautifu) waterfalls decorated the path, but we were In
no condition to admire them. Qur legs were trembling and the
sun was blazing overhead. Every mement we feared a fall.
Amidst these troubles was a fresh obstacle—a group of sheep
carrying loads trouped alangside! Inthese circumstances the
up and down path seemed even more difficult. The path was
broken down in places and no maintenance of any kind was
‘visinle. We heard that whenthe Raja of Mysore had travelled
this path five years ago it had been repaired by the Govem-
ment and since then it had not been touched.
Today, as we proceeded, Ma repeatedly told me, “Keep

an eye on Baba's dandi” Walking ahead she again said, .-

“Khukuni, come with Baba—he has got left behind.” | could not
understand why she was repeatedly cautioning me In this
manner. Every day Baba's dandi got left behind anyway.
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However a little iater Ma's dandi coliided with a projecting rack
and was knocked down but Ma was unhurt. The dandi broke.
Ma spoke at ance, "'l knew that one dandi would fall 1oday—it
was goaod it passed over me.” Then Baba's dandi also got
knocked down but he was saved.

There were no shops in Maipa and we could not
procure any foodstufis—we only managed to get some fire-
wood. We had brought wheat flour and potalces from Dipti
and it was evening by the time we cooked and ate it. Wehad
to cook outdoors and it was very difficult o get a fire started
in the bregze: in addftion, we were ali exhausted.

The room we got to rest in was more dilapidated than the
one in Dipti. To get same shelier from the rain, wa had 10
manage in the room somehow or the other. The place was
littered with goat droppings and garbage and the floor was
made of mud. We spread the wax cloth and made ready 1o
spend the night, Leeches were rampant in the hills and made
it difficult for us to gst any sleep. This room was infestad with
leaches. but we could do nothing for what alternative did we
have?

The difficulties of the journey and the hard climby left us
with hardly any energy 10 assist Ma. Jyotish Dada's condition
was also very bad. OnlyBholanath had arsived in fing fettle. He
declaved, 1 did not find It difficult at all today!" It drizzled at
night but we werve spared from getting wet. i was midnight by
the time we foll asleep. The menace of flies seemed to be
increasing with height. Though the nights were cold the days
were gulte warm.

Friday, 28 June
Wwe sel oul at nine am. and decided to halt at a place
called 'Bodhi’, saven miles away, for \unch. Today the path was
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stightly better than yesterday's but it was undoubtedly terrify-
ing. Our legs seemed to be giving way but we had to keep on.
There was no question of halting anywhere.

At certain spots we had ta hold on to ¢odlies and walk.
Dandie could not be used and it was a feat in itsell for the
coolies to carry ourdandis along that treacherous ragte. How
terrible the path was! One feared to even tread along it and
these coolics casually lifted a dandi with a person in it and
carried it along.

Arcund eleven am. we reached Bodhi. We tack shelter
in a schoot buiiding. Having made a fire beside some rocks, wa
cooked a meal. This has been our rauting for the past few
days. After lunch we set out again at three p.m.

Garbivan was only five miles away and we headed for it.
As the path was very bad, we had to often get down from our
dandis. The path had such large undulations that at times our
legs were lifted high above our heads and our heads hung low
while at other times our heads soared above as our legs
dangled down. However, by Ma's grace we had been
traversing the route without any mishaps. Sometimes a dandi
fell, yet no ohe was hyr.

Bholanath was dolng very well he was not the least
bit fatigued. |n spite of the difficult terrain that we had crossed,
he would sometimes climb toa height, ook back and descend
to find out about our progress! The hill folk declared. “Na one
can outdo Baba when it comes to walking!” He was truly
enjaying the journey and trekking without tiring. In the nast
couple of days he had hardly got into his dandi. He declared.
"l feel inspired!" And so it appeared— laughed and told him,
“Our Lorg of Kaitas, Bholanath, is going to Kailas in great joyl"'

As we neared Garbiyan, the scenic beauty hecame inde-
scribably beautiful, We had no desire 1o leave the spot.
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Chhayilek is a spot near Garbiyan. Itis a plain dotted with little
hills. It seemed as though the Infinite had been personified all
around it. Flowers of varicus hues bloomed and some one
commented, "This is floral garden designed by the Lord of
Kailas.” We came across snow which had callected here and
there and the weather was now bitingly cold.

A coolie was suddenly bitten by a shake. Two days ago
Ma had said, "l can seea black snake on the mountains.” This
snake was also black, Bhplanath and the men with him at-
ténded on the coolie earmestly. Ma told the cootie to chew on
a certain species of grass. His feet became swollen and he star-
ted foaming at the mowth. He was taken up the mountain along
with Ma and Bholanath. Tl now he has not got any worse.

Al Garbiyan we put up at a schooi as the dak bungalow
was fuli. To proceed from here a big group of people need to
go together as the region is infested with dacoits.

As we reached Garbiyan the people who had received
prior notice of Ma's arrival came to meet us. Parvati's house
was only two and a half miles away and she was to go home.
Some sadhus arrived to meet Ma. One or two of them were
already acquainted with Ma.

The path has now 1o be covered on horse back or on yak
back. We have heard that though the path is not so bad, the
atmosphere is 50 rarefied that It becomes difficult to breathe.
This is the reason why the dandis will not go any further.

Aroung one a.m. we slept. A pile o letters were awaiting
us here. The post master had had them delivered to us. We
have decided to halt here for a couple of days.

Saturday, 29 June
As we did not bave to travel today we rose a little late,
Some other travellers tc Kailas had received news of Ma's
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* amival and came to see her. A South Indian engineer was
accompanying some sadhus from the Ramakrishna Mission
in Kailas. Ha brought a big collection of fruits and ofered
them at Ma's feet. Swami Jnanananda of the Ramakrishna
Mission, who had already been 1o Kailas thrice, was now
wavelling with Kumar of Dinajpur. Kumar came to mest Ma.
The morning was spent thus. A wealthy gentleman called
Nandaram Babu, who came to know about Ma's arrival in a
letter from his daughter Randra Devi, arrived from Almora, He
warshipped Ma and offered flowers and fruits.
All the pecple conversed about arrangements for our trip
to Kailas. The Dinajpur group, the group from South India and
-another group planned to leave together the day after 1o-
morrow. But theywould need fifty five horses whichwe heard
could be procured from the neighbouring jungkes. They had
still ot arrived. We have to take a guide along. Mules and
yaks were to carry ourluggage and wa wera toride onhorsas.
The hire charge per horse was nineteen and a half rupees. Qur
trip 1o Kailas and back would take about three waeks. In
addition, the horse keeper of each harse was 1o be paid
twelve annas per day. The man accompanying each miile
would be paid eight annas a day and the guide would take
twenty five rupees and the cost of a harse. We will have ta carry
all the food we need for wa will not get anything on the way till
Takalkot. As no shelter is to be found either, we also have 10
earry tents. The tents are to be hired; four paople can sieep in
a tent. We also have toarrange tents for the horse keepers. Al
the luggage will be carrded by mules. The preparations to go
to such an inaccessible spot are naturally tedious. Sugar and
potatoes are very scarce here and are exorbitantly axpensive.
Kerosene is ten annas a bottle and rice is as costly as wo
SEErs a rupee.
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In our anxigty over the preparations of the joumey, we
hardly had time to think about such minor matters as the cost
of items. This was indeed a unique kind of journey. As Ma was
having & cold we were to stay on for iwg more days.
Yesterday and the day before had been extremely tedious
going, except for Bholanath who was progressing merrily. It
i3 said that on this journey even a father is unable to enquire
about his son, but Bholanath was not the least bit fatigued.
instead, the manner in which he was ascending and then
descending again to encourage the strugglers seemed to
reveal the manifestation of some divine pawer in him—else
would not be possible for him to exert himself to this extent.

We hear that it is possibleto goto Kailas and return in
glghtean or nineteen days, butsome delay is inevitable and
therefore we have 1o prepare ourselves for a three weeks
long span. Here wheat flour is sold at four seers for a rupee and
ghee at ten chatank for a rupee. The local people are
beautifully built. After lunch we all rasted. | sat outdoors
adrniring the scenic beauty all around--Mother Nature seemed
1o have ormamented Herself. This beauty rouses a Yofty
emotion in the heart.

There is no shop here but commadities like rice, flouy, dal
and ghee were all available from the residences of the local
people. There are absolutely ne flies here, but the vifage s
very dity. We got waollen footwear here~with soles made of
string and the upper past reaching upta the kness. Tibetans
and Bhutanese walk on ice with such footwear. We purchased
a pair pach of these footwear. ' '

A brakmachari fram Dehradun, who was known to us, had
Joined our group in the Indian Dharchula. On reaching here,
he developed fever and chest pain because of the intense
cold. We were hearing a variety of reports about the treach-
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grous path ahead. Swami Jnanananda, who had been 1o
Kailas three or four times, recounted the time he felt off his
harse in 4 faint. We also heard many other terrifying stories.
However, whatever Ma wills, will happen. We are with har and
have no reason to fear. Ma has caught a cold. We all retired
early to bed.

Sunday, 30 June

This morning, Kumar of Dinajpur came to offer pranama to
Ma. Hesaid, 't am about to traverse a difficult path. | have,
therefare, come for your blessings. You are the Primordial
Saktiplease give me the strength to complate this pilgrimage
safely. | have heard many terrible 1ales and so | have come to
geek your blessings. We shal! leave today. ™ Ma laughed and
said, "God alore is to be trusted—He does everything. What-
ever has to happen will happen. Repeat your isfta mantra and
think of Him as you go on your journey.” Kumar said, “Good,
| shalt do exactly as you say. | was unable to have your
darshan even though { went to Dhaka. Mow, | have your
darshan in this out of the way place. This is my supreme good
fortune. 1 hope that t shall have the darshan of your feet
again.” He bowed down before Ma and teft. The other
sammyasing who were with him and Jnanananda Swami came
to Ma, did pranama and took her blessings.

Today they ware all to set out-three or four groups
together. Qur day of departure was decided upon as Tuesday,
the day after tormorrow. Ma's cold was worse., She sald, “Itwill
be better if you all keep heaithy." We felt Ma's indisposition did
not farbode good.

The local people gathered to discuss about arrange-
ments for our journey. The beginningless and andless roar to
the Ganga still echoed in our ears. Here the river was called Kali

g
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Ganga. There was talk of a danof being taken along for Ma, or
for anyone wha may chance to fail §il. The cost of taking a
dandito and frowould ba one hundred and eighty rupees. In
addition, we would have 1o take a horse and a tent for the
coolies who would carry the dandi —this was the tradition here,

After lunch, we rested for some time; | spent the
afterncon sitting inside a dandi which was out in the open.
We have travelled one hundred and thifty six miles from
Almora. The coolies who came with us from Dharchuia had
accompanied us till here and then returned. On our retum
journey alsa, Ral Bahadur in Dharchula will send us codlies
when we write to him. We will not have to keep the coglies
waiting here and pay for them. Food is so expensive here, it is
difficudt for poor pecple to survive. It is a different story for the
natives.they own fields, gardens, catfle, goats and sheep.
Itis too expensive for outsiders 10 come and live here and
therefore they return ere long.

Tonight, Parvati’s mather came 10 meet us. She brought
rice, dal and wheat fiour with her and also a pair of Tibetan
snow shoes for Ma, She hadtaken a ‘Tapovan’ from the Raja
of Askote to construct anashram, which she now wished 1o
give to Ma. (Ruma Devi lives therel. She had written to the
Raja, making this request. Parvati and her mother entreated
Ma so earnestly that she agreed to spend one night at their
village (the capital of the Raja of Nepal) which was two and a
half miles away, before proceeding to Kailas on Wednesday.
It was midnight by the time we retired for the night.

Monday, 1 July

This maorning the sun made an appearance—this place
usually receives very little sunshine. Misty envelopes cause
darkness most of the tima. Ma went for a walk after washing
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her face and hands. Seeing the sunshine, our spirits lifted. |
had been feeling very cold ever since we reached this place.
But in a little while clouds gathered again, darkness drew
on and rain poured incessantly the whole day.

Today many hill folk arrived with dat, nice, ghee and other
«ems that are necessary for our journey to Kailas. They also
had Ma's darshan. They brought with them silver plated howls
and other offerings. They da not understand Hindi properiy.
They stayed for some time, did pranamato Maand left. Alocal
resident named Sandel Singh is to be our guide-the local
people are making all the arrangemerts. The luggage to be
toaded on mules had beenweighed in the evening. [tis arule
that each mule should not carry more than one and a half
maunds. We heard that the charges are being gradually hiked
_Swami Jnanananda heard about this. However, all the
arrangements have been made and we are 1o leave toMamow
moming for Parvati's house. In response 1o their earnest
request, we are to spend one night there. On Wednesday
morning we are to start for Kailas. Packing in yet another novel
mannes, i was again late before we retired for the night. We are
carrying fuel tofast us fiftesn days because we shall not get
anything on the way. Managing and organizing so much
luggage is driving us crazy. What a terrific pilgrimage!

Thesday, 2 July

We had some refreshments in the morming and set out at

ten am, for Parvati's house. We had Lo cross a river. Field
surrounded us on all sides. Above us we saw shaw capped
mourtains all around us. The path went up and down. Ma
was in a dandi, while we walked. By the time we reached
Parvati's house we were tired and exhausied. A tent had been
put up for us. Somehow. we managed 1o spread blankets in the
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tent and kay down. Parvati's mother came and fed Ma with milk
from their home-bred cow and other ealables; she  also
brought all the requiremerts for us o cook ameal. By evening

we all finished eating. At might it began raining. Rain water

began dripping intothe tent. We somehaw managed to spend
the night.

Wednasday, 3 July _

Today we are to set out from Parvali's place after meals.
We cooked, ate quickly and got ready for the journey. Twenty
ohe horses acompany us. One dandi is being taken for Ma.
Sandel Singh is nur guide. His fee is to be forty five rupees in
all. By one thirty p.m. we rewaighed all our luggage and set
out. Today's path was truly terrible. We were astride horses
and feared we would falil any moment. The horses stumbled
against stones and rocks and progressed slowly. After some
time the path seemed less difficult—it was slightly flat and quite
high. The route wasfull of rocks and pebbles-there was really
no well defined path or road. Ice and snow surrcunded us
and there was absolute silence. As far as we coutd see, there
was not a skgn of human life. The place seemed very lonely
and calm. Wa followed, one behind the other on horse back,
maving slowly. Ma's dandi was left some distance behind.
The path was very bad and we had to dismount frequently. We
had to cross the Kali Ganga. All around, torrents gushed out
of the mountain sides and a swift- stream flowed down. In
between, we had 1o cross water falls, ice blocks, as huge as
mountains, had formed on the edges of cur path. Qur bodies
were chifled by the cold. Whenwe crossed the Kali Ganga, we
lgft behing the Nepal Raja’s kingdom and proceeded further.

We reached a place calied Kalapani, seven or eight miles
away, where four tents werg pitched for our use during the

——
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night. We had got wet on the way and it rained throughout the
night. Most of us did not eat anything, Dasu and Tunu ate
some khichdi and the servant Keshav Singh also got a share.
They finished their meaazl somehow and lay down. The guide
said, “Tomorrow we must go atleast five miles ahead befare
we camp for a rest. The route is very bad and therglore we
must eat before we start.”

(n all four sides there was nothing but a swiltly foaming
river and encrmous mountains for company. This was praoba-
bly thefirst night we had spent thus. The ground was damp, so0
wae spread the thick dotted rugs that we had brought with us.
When we were astride our horses, wearing rain coals, caps
and pyjamas like Punjabis, it was stitf and quiet all around.
That was a wnigue journgy!  Qur  apparel was novel, the
scenery was novel and our thoughts were novel too!

Thursday, 4 July

The morming was spent in cooking and eating. Though
we had to cover only five miles, the route was 50 bad that we
hadto set out early. By eleven we were off, but it begantorain.
However, what could be done-there was no other sciution,
s8¢ we wora suitable ciothing, got o to our horses and
proceeded in the rain. Ma was in the dandi. The route was
bad enough to beginwith, but with the rain it was even warse,
We had to take the help of the grooms most of the time. In
short, there was no langer any path to speak of. We heard that
peopie would let lonse goats which would lead them through
these mountains. The situation did seem to be so! The hill folk
were showlng us the route 1o be taken: in between, we had
1o cross torrential water falls. In this lovely place, traders sit
here and there with sheep and goats in tents. The downpour
increased. The mountain resldents were saying that they had
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never seen such torrential rain before. We have observed that
Ma Is always accompanied by storms and rains during her
travels. Whenever she staris on  a journey, rains follow
inavitably. In the bitter cold we were now swimming in watar.
Our bodies were numb and our feet were almost lifeless,
Somehow, we managed 10 hold on to the rains and st like
blocks of wood. Such a state is difficult to describe: it can ofily
ba understoad by those wha have experienced it.

By ong thirty p.m. we reached a place at the foathills of
a mountain and discoverad that to be the site of our camp for
the night. All our fuggage was drenched. Somehow, the'guide
managed to get his men to put up three or four tents for us,
Parvatl Devi, who had accompanied us, took the help of the
grooms and lit a flre with the wood that we had with us in a
smalt ramshackied goat pen which consisted of a rough pile
of broken stones and rocks. Some of us went and sat around
that fira and felt as if we had been granted a new lease of life.
Wa did not even bother 1o see where we were sitting.  After
some time we realised that the pen was liled with the
droppings of goats and sheep. The door through this pen
was a small opening through whichwe had to squeeze in with
bent head. In any other place, we would have found it
impossible to enter such a room but in that freezing cold, for
the sake of the warmth of th.e little fire, | sat there till evening.
The rain did not let up. We took some fire inta the tent and
dried the clothes that Ma, Bholanath, Jyotish Dada and
Swamiji wers wearing. But no wood was available there and it
wasg difficult to light a fire with the Ice and water all around.
Watar was dripping into the flre that we had lit. We cooked
soma food, wrapped ourselves In blankets and lay down. Yet
our bodies would not get warm. What an unusual journayl
Since .Jyotish Dada and * father were suffaring from upset
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distance intended today, the rest of the journey would be
hothing to worry about. -

Takalkot is about ten miles away. The sight that met our
eyes when we reached Lipu was unforgetiablel At first we
had to traverse a steep climb; even the very remembrance of
the way the horses negoliated that route is frightening. Then
we saw snow around us here and there. Alittle further, there
seemed o be a sea of ice on either side with the black
mountain in between. The mountaln was also doited with
snow. It seemed as if we were atop a bridge over the sea. Then
we started the descent. We all had to walk because the rolita
was across ice and snow. We could walk only with the helg
of the coolies because aur fagt slipped with every step. At that
time It felt as if we had stepped into & sea of ice. Each one of
us slipped andfell, sometimesto greatdepths, but no onewas
hurt as we anly fell on soft snow. It was very difficult to manage
to keep the layers of clothing on amidst alt this. Our hands
werg numb and our fingers were crooked, We were siicking
lime pickle and preparation of btack pepper. 1 put some of
these into Ma's mouth. | was unaware of which hand | was
using to feed Ma_—_suchwas my condition! But honestly, even
though the journey was so perilous, we did not experience
any serious trouble. The exquisite scenery all around us in
our present condition gave rise to a feeling of deep bliss
within. Dasu Babu was so overwhelmed with |oy that he said,
“Mal Ma!" and burst into tears. Bholanath did not eat anything
saying that he would eat only after we reached Takalkot. He
was walking with obviousrellsh, Swamijihad been left slightty
behind. Ma said, “You and Jyotish look after Swamiji.” She
then returned and fetched him, saying, "I think there Is no
need to worry about anyone. Maving said ‘Jai Ma Tarinl’ | am
free of all anxiety. | have all the confidence in the world, “In fact
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when wa had descended she patted me on ths back joyfully
and | could see tears in her syes as she said, "l understand
that Tara Ma is iooking after us ali!™ That joy had brought tears
to her eyes.

By the grace of Ma and Bholanath we were travelling an
this pernicicus path with such joy. After walking for about a
mile, we rode our horses agaln, while Ma got into the dandi.
We praceeded after eating some food. We crossed the
mountainaus path in different ways. Finally we had to cross
flat ground. We saw the milk-hued mountains with all kinds of
plants and trees and viewed the scenic beauty around us as we
trudged along. The sights were marvelious. By evening we
reached Takalkot. Our guide went shead and pitched aur
tents. As we reached Takalkot, some of the residents came
and stood with such looks on their faces that we felt afraid.
Later we came to know that they oftert loot people and that we
would have to be very careful from now on. On the way we had
caught sight of many caves in the mountains and heard that
earller sadhus inhabited these caves. From guite a distance
wa had been able to spot the resldence of the ruler of this
province and the temples of the Lamas. There were also some
houses and shops. Atop every house small pieces ot cloth
strung up with rope fluttered. Similar pieces of cioth deco-
rated the top of the ruler's residence and the temples. We
saw many fields irrigated by canals; rainfall here is
irregular.

The dacoit menace starts here. Qur guide bad brought a
gun with him. Two sannyasis from Peshawar came to meet
Ma. Thay were disciples of the Lamas here, Bafore reaching
Garbiyan we had met three south India sadhus. 1 cannot
recollect their names. We slept after taking the necessary
precautions. The guide said, “Tomorrow we must finish eating
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horse went down to the ground: Ma siipped but was not hurt.

By two p.m. we reached a spot called Gauri Pahad. It is the

clustom 1o camp wherever there is a good supply of grass and
water, Today many of us developed braathing trouble, tha
cold was also excessive. We managed to spend the night
somehow of the other. On the way we saw a star during the
day time, but | could not find out whether Jyotish Dada
spotted it or not. | have heard that those who do not see that
star do live for long in this world,

Tuesday, 9 July

We drank hot tea and set oul. We were accompanied by
saime people. Today after covering a distance of ten miles we
are 1o reach Manasarovar. The guide had warned us about
dacoits on thisrovte. As Swamifi was having great difficulty in
breathing, Ma rode a horse and made him sit in the dandi
again. Last night | alsofound it difficult to breathe. By three
am. it became very diflicult to exhale. It grew worse and
the cold was also unbearable in spite of wrapping on
innumerable warm clothes. By eight thirty a.m. we sat out.
Even before this we had encountersd dacoits on this route
but by Ma's grace nothing untoward had happened. Our men
were carrying guns and other arms. Today as we went ahead
we met two armed men. They began walking by our side with
their right sleeved rolled up—this is supposed to be a sign of
their being ready to use their arms. A little further we saw two
mare man standing in the mountains. The men who were
walking beslde us signalied ta them and they descended and
sat by the path we were traversing. Our guide was heavily
armed. He brokeinta a gallop and went right into their midst
where he sat conversing with them. After all our horses and
dandi had crossed the spot where the men were seated, our
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guide gatioped towards us, smiling, and joined us. Obviously
he had managed to talk the dacoits into sparing us.

The dandi moved slowly; we waited every now and then
for t to catch up with us. The guide was moving very
cautiousty. A little further, in that extremely desolated spot,
two more men were standing and waiting. Not a plant or tree
broke the contours of the vast expanse around us—only
mountains could be seen as far as our vision stretched, noth-
ing else. We went a little further and found a group of people
in a tent, The guide again gailoped ahead and went up to
them. After we had gone past the group, he jolned us gain. We
heard that the tent was the den of dacoits who lived there with
herds of goats and sheep. Thus did we continue to tread this
path with the constant fear of dacoits. But as we sighted the
Manasarovar take, we all totally forgot all our fears. What a,
marvellous sight—the enoromous lake with a multi-coloured
sky in the background! The lake looked like a duplicate of the
sky spread on the ground.

Gazing at the Manasarovar we walked quite a distance. At
some spots we encountered very steep ascents and descents.
The rather unusuat sight of Ma riding a horse was unbearahle
to us, but inview of Swamiji’s condition Ma refused to travel
inthe dandi. The route was terrible and there seemed to be
ho end to ourtroubles. Ma travelled ahead smiling. We had
vome far ahead leaving the dandi way behind. Suddenly, In
that desolate spot Ma descended from her horse. Bholanath,
Jyotish Dada and | were near Ma. Shetold us, “You three pro-
ceed and halt whetever the tents are pitched. | shall wait here
for the dandi.” Tunu and Dasu Dada had also not reached.

We were loathe to leave Ma along in such & deserted spot
but she reiterated gravely, “Listen to what | say, you
proceed.” Bholanath protested & couple of times but finally
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the evening when Ma had gone and sat by the lake it was
absalutely still_there was not a single ripple on the surface of
the lake,

Near this lake, atthe foot of the Kailas mountaln, we coutcd
see yet anather lake which the guide informed us was called
‘RakshasTal'. It was named after the Rakshasa King Ravana
who had performed penance there. 1 also heard that the King
of this land does not award punishment to the dacoits because
dacoltyis their way of life. it is said that the King had told them,
“"Whetheritis by force or by any other means, lock after your
needs.” Therefare, even though these dacoits cormmit crimes
on travellers they get away unpunished. The grooms also told
us that thay wear dark ¢lasses 50 that the dacoits cannot
natice the fear on their faces—if they do, the dacoits harass
them even more, So they hide their eyes and pretend 1o
walk past the dacoits nonchalantly. Thay also said, “Thase
dacoits flrst ask for food; if the travellers don't oblige, the
dacoits use their weapons.”

We saw many charavak birds around the lake as well as
other varieties of birds that wa had never seen befare Today
we travelied about ten miles.

Wednesday, July 10

There was talk of finishing our meal before starting. The
wind was comparatively calm in the morning and that would
make the trek easier. Yet the cold was intense and walking
out would stil be difficult. However, we finished cooking
quickly, ate a iittle and set out by twelve noon. | have already
mentioned that no one here has any accurate estimate of a
mile and we travel between places by roughly gauging the
distance and camplng at some suitable spot on the way.
Today again, around six thisty p.m. we piiched tants at a place
called Jugumfa.
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We must have walked about eight miles today., We walked
a long distance along the bank of Manasarovar, crossed a
mountain and entered a valley. We saw a cave with [amas in
it and & temple. The cave was quite big and very clean. We
saw a statue of Buddha and many cother statues which had
been installed there. Many seriptures were kaid out and they
ware being preserved with great care. A lamp with ghee was
buming. In front of the idols, many small bowls of water had
been kept. A new priest is appointed every three years and
all the items in the temple are handed over to the new priest.
We also saw a number of musical instruments.

Some people perambulate around the Manasarovar,
which is a distance of about sixty miles. This takes at least
five or six days and we did not have the courage to attempt
it. At a particular spot, not tar from the lake, is a hot spring.
Now we are only two days away from Kailas. One mountain
merges into the next and the highast peak is Mount Kaitas. It
was evening by the time we pitched tents and unpacked our
luggage.

It was bitingly cold. Nelther could we procure any wood,
nor coukd we light the stove because of the wind. The lanterns
were all spoilt. Wa just ate some maize-batley fiour and went to
sleep. Everyone was in such a state of exhaustion that Ma and
Bhaolanath ware - served wheat flour instead of the maize-
baray flour, because no one had the strength to even see
which was which, All of us were fagged out, especiafly Swamiil
who was suffering from breathlessness. We all felt that Ma was
being putto a lat oftrouble riding on horseback but there was
no other sclutlon. We just had to put up with everything and
anything.—.we were in such a state!

We reached the peak of tha mountain and felt that
gardens had been !aid out on all sides. Otherthanthe earlier
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could not fallow & word of the conversation betwesn our
heipers and the iocals of this place. The manner of worshi

of these people is also unigue. The beggars here raise g
thumb to beg for afms. The higher we ¢limb the more difficult
the path becomes. Swamijr's breathing troubde has become
acute. By Ma's grace we are stll manraging to advance
5_0!_1'Ieh0w or the other. Jyotish Dada is extremely fatigued

riding on horseback, but what can be done? We are trekking r::r;
and on. Temorraw again we have 1o advance further hefore
hailtmg The day after, we are supposed toreach Gaurikunda
wﬁmh is at a height of twenty two thousand feet. & very sieep
climb of one or two miles has to Le negotiated. | know not how

vul'e are going to reach our destination.  Qur faith rests in Ma
alone,

Saturday, 13 July

The name of the place is Sarson. By twelve noon we set
out. Forthe past few days we have been moving thragh
enoromous plains wth some ups and sowns. By four p.m. we
campec! at anwther spot. We could see the peaks of the Kailas
mountain on Huee sides. At one place 3holanath indicated a
mck‘which seerned like a pair of statues.. he had halted whiI:a
'_ﬂalﬁing t.U show us the rock. Me showed us whatever he saw
in his visionary maod: he also showed us the loat print of Siva
—but alt this is a question of faith, a matter of one's bhava. At
mary place we saw piles of rocks embedded in the grmﬁnd
with some inscriptions carved on them witich we ware told
were the Omkar and other great mystical sayings

We could hear a waterfall some distance aw'ay. frarm our
ca_\mp. Hereagain wa could not get firewood and we lit a fire
with drner_j dung. We also managad ' light a stove. in
betwesn it was snowing. A little further we came across a
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cave. Legend has il that Parvati Devi had fetchad some
incense of Kailas and the ash of sacrilicial fire rom this cave,
After leaving Garbiyan we had not been abie 10 get any milk.
Day before yesterday we had got some yak milk ard butter,
Tomoarrow we shoutd reach Gaurikunda,

This route is also supposed 1o be very bad, Tomorrow we
may spend almost the whola day on harseback. The dandi
cannot be carried any further and so Swamil will have to
travel on horseback. Seeing his condition pecple suggested
that he and | should be left behind. Sul Bholanath coaxed
everyone into agreeing to lal us all proceed together. What-
aver hasto happen will happen. Ma again distributed camphor
and dried fruit 1o overcome breathiessness and also some
other items to fide over the difficulties on the way. Tomormow
we may nat be abic 1o tind any place suitable for cooking and
so we cooked something for the next Jay as well. We felt as
if we were preparing for a greal war The wind was strong.
We wrapped ourselves in blankets and retired for the mght.

Akhandananda Swamiji had a beauttul dream in the
night. He saw a group of dark, naked ladias approaching him.
He told one of tham, 1 am i poor health.. now | shall not be
ahie to complete the perambulation of he Kailas mountain.”
The dark lady pointed 1o a fair fady in front ot the group and
said, “Tell her.” Swamniji saw a radiant. fair lady in front of him.
He asked, "Ma, will I not be able to make it?” The fair lady said

nothing.

Sunday, 14 July
We had to set out in the morning. it kas been decided

that Swamiji would accompany uUs. At that juncture he remem-
bered his dream. As we were going for Gaurikunda darshan,
no che ate anything, but we carried hot tea with s, We got
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glimpses of sunshine in betwean bouts of snow. We set out
by seven thirty am.

As per Ma's instructions, the harses were ammanged in a
single file. Last night hardly anyone slept because of the cold.
We had put on every piece of warm clothing that we had, yet
our bodies felt damp and cold. It has been bad enough here
and today we shall climb aven higher! As we set out for
Gaurikunda which is sltuated at.a height of twentytwo thou-
sand feat, Ma showed us, “Look, all around there seems to
be a circular line. This is called a oharmasabha. in my
childhood, the mother of this body had told me that this is an
auspicious sign.” A few days a&go the guide had halted his
horse during midday to show us stars and the moon shining in
the sky, saying, "It is an auspicious sign to be able to sight the
sun, moon and stars simultanecusly in the sky!”

Wa moved ahead._as there was not much wind the trek
was not troublesome, yet the cald was so intense that we
were freezing numb. Each of us was wearing two or three
woollen trousers, sweaters, a coat and an overcoat—wooaollen
socks, shoes, woollen caps, gloves—we lacked neither cloth-
ing not equipment, yetwe were shlvering with cold: -this route
is truly terrible. The horses were stumbling at Bvery step
against rocks and stones.

Praceeding thus for about three miles we reached
Gaurikunda. Whatever rituals have to be perormed are done
here, there Is no temple or idol elsewhere. The religious
caremony at the culmination of this pigrimage is the peram-
bulation- of the Kailas mountain. Today we complete this
pradakshina. Gaurikunda is an loy pond surrounded by stow-
cappsd-peaks. The kunda thus seems ta be surrounded by ey
walls. We have been waiking through snow, for though there
was not rmuch snow on the path, we were surroundad by
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snow covered mountains. H is custamary to offer a coloured
cloth at a spot just above the kurda. All the items had been
brought. We alighted at Gaurikunda with great difficulty. The
water was frozen hard except for pools of water near the
kanks with ice floating in it. These pieces of ice had to be
pushed aside while dipping in the waters of this kunda. Bhola-
nath, Dasu Dada and the indian Brahmachari in our group
bathed in the water. The others only sprinkled the holy wateron
their heads. We spent sometime there. Ma also bathed her
head, and drank some of the water. She then had dry fruits
ofiered, incense lit and arati performed. A big lock of
Bhaolanath's hair was cut and dropped into Gaurikunda,

- A glimpse of sunshine appeared inspite of the
continuows snowfall. So there was not much of awind and this
lessened our troubles. But Swamiji continued to suffer from
breathlessness. He seemed ta be in the condliion of kumbhaka
{the holding of breath during pramayama) all the time and.he
sat thus, behind Ma. Jyotish Dada was.alsc in the same state.
From morning he had been feeling uncomfortable in the chest.
As he feared that his ailment would prevent everyone else
from proceeding further, he kept quiet about it. He told us
about this only on the way back. It is only because of Ma's
graceand Bholanath's enthusiasm that we have ali been able
to reach Gaurikunda and perform all the religious rituais.
Fruit, halva and drled fruit were distributed to everyone, There
was no chance of getting any other foodstuft at the spot.

Around twelve thity p.m. we departed onour return
journay from Gaurtkunda. Now the descent became as
tarrible as the ascent. Most of the time, we could hardly keep
olrseivas on horseback. The path by which we descended on
horseback was terrilying gven to lock al. The descent lasted
over 4 distance of about two miles. Ma was accompanied by
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two people. Argund two thity p.m. we reached even ground
and found curselves near a spring. 'We rested for some tims,
grank some water and set out again.

we travelled on plain ground for four or five miles maore
and reached a waterdfall by sunset and pitched camp, As we
feared that the dandi would get left far behind the horses,
Swamiji was also made 0 ride a horse. '

During our perambulation of the mountain, we came
across two men who were perambulating the mountain by
prostrating full length on the ground. When they askad us for
something, we gave them some money. We heard that such
a perambulation, in which after each prostration the next
prostration s begun where the head touch the ground last,
takes fifteen days to complete. We were astonished to see
such a feat being accomplished in such an inaccessible spot.
. The men had wrapped ihick cloth around their knees and
chest. Wa were stunnad to see such devotion.

. Meanwhile our  guides came and told us lhat they had

themseivas declared that they were dacoil gang leaders to
gecetve the local people. We wera again surprised to hear this!
In the tent it was decided that Jyotish Dada would travel in the
dand’ In order 1o rest a bit. Ma puts herself to $0 much trouble
on account of her devotaes! At night after some food was
cooked, we all ate and slept,.

In the course of convarsation Ma told us, "I can see five
people clothed In saffron coloured robes (in their subtle forms}
coming to me and saying ‘We were with you during the
perambulation’. There are so many such beings. | did not say
anything but another subtle-bodled belng asked tham, "¥Who
are yauall?” The sadhus replied, ‘We are disciples of Kanai,
the nephew of Maheshchandra Bhattacharya. We are con-
tinuling our work in this manner’.” Ma continued, "“From this

".
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ita : that Kanai was in an exalted state in his previous
bir;ﬁr:ferring to the matter of the subtle-bodied belngs Ma
explained, “Just as | can see you all, | can see them agually
clearly. Just as you touch my feet, thay sit next to you and do
exactly tha same.” _

Here again we coutd not procure any waoc but Parvati
Devi went to a cave and bought some. It was hardiy
wood—just small thorny twigs. We have been spending dgys
and nights In the extracrdinary costumes described earlier.
Tomorrow we shall reach Boond where all our luggage has
been deposited. We met & great number of beggars here—
they were given handiuls of puffed rice which they were very
happy to receive; such is their poverty.
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Monday, July t5 . ' :
Todgy agaln we finished eating before we set out. Nowwe
are on the return journey—we completed the pradakshina yes-

tlﬂgjf;ay. Last night we were at Didipo and today we reached
0. '

Parvatl Devi received diksha from Bﬁolanath at Ma‘nas.s-k |

rovar and Tunu was initiated at Gaurikunda. Jyatish Dada was
R{ngwgalraueﬂi;g riIn the dandi. We went to Boond, collécted odr
ge and then descended t |
o for e e . o Barkha by sunset %ere we
As the wind was strong the cold became acute. - We
realized that whenever the sun appeared the weather wa.rmecl
up slightly; as soon as the sun went behind a cloud of when
a strong breeze began blowing, the weather turned very cold
Today was very cold. The grooms who were with us smured.
the vessels hefped by Keshav Singh. By nine p.m. everyone
iay down. The peak of the Kailas mountain icoked beautitul
from here. It was fully covered with snow. Ma had made me
light a lamp with ghee in it, perform aratf and prostrata. Ma

had had some holy water of Ma
nasarov .
taken along. . ovar and Gaurikunda

Tuesday, July 18
This morning the sun shona brightly.

Fn dry thair clothes and linen in the sfnsrﬁn?f?:;ﬂ:;ﬁnﬁ
into Tunu's kurta and had bitten him blue and black. Tbﬂayghe
tanl.;;k off the Aurta for airing. By twetve noon we finished eating -
and sel out. We had managed o buy vak’s mik and butter
hera as f'ifsu some goat’s milk and butter. . People hete store

_ butter in little sheep skin contalnars. We travelled for five miles
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and reached a plain where the Rakshasa Talab was situated;
we encamped on its banks at four thirty p.m. Ma travelled by
danditoday. No other incident of importance occurred today.

Wednesday, July 17
Wa ate in the moming and set out by sleven a.m. We

encountered plain ground as well as ascents and descents.
Last night it snowed and the temperature tell considerably.
Even now we could see the Kallas mountain. We climbed a
hill to view the Manasarovar again. While retuming we had
not come past the Manasarovar but had travelled by ancther
route. The horses had become guite numb. After traveiling
a digtance of nine or ten miles in about six hours we camped
on tha other bank of the Rakshasa Talab. It will take us two
or three more days to reach Takalkot. The weather s -rapidly
changing from warm 1o cold. )

We had carried five tents with us. Ma Bholanath,
Swamniji, Jyotish Dada, Parvati and | would use one. Dasu
Dada, Tunuand Brahmachari camped in another. The third
tent In which Keshav Singh lived was used for cooking. The
guide and the other men used the rarnaining two tents. Every
marning the hausehold items were packed and every evening
they were unpacked again. This routine will go on for some
more days. Other than rain with snow which was some times
heavy we had no other troubles at present. Yet, this rain had
put us to great incanvenience many times as we had tollve out
in these wide open spaces. Again as we descend from
Takalkct we will have to face the difficulties of trekking in a

downpaur,

Thursday, July 18 oo
We finished our meal and set out by eleven a.m. When we

had gone some distance ) suddenly experienced & pain in the
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"« left side of my body which seemad to have gone numb. f got

dawn from my horse and lay down. A litile later Ma made me
getinto the dand! and she travelled on my horge. We trekkeg
another ten miles and pitched camp befora sunset. It was stil!
very cold and a streng breeze was blowing.

We could see the Kailas mountain for quite some distanca.
We were looking at the Rakshasa Talab as we proceeded, This
was also vast. Ma said, "'From here it seems as if someone has
dug out the pond which is Manasarovar and the mud un-
earthed and piled have formed the mountaing surrounding the
pond. See, there is no sign of a watertall on any side.” In the
course of conversation people were saying that if the gods
magle the Manasarovar then Ravana made the Rakshasa
Talab close by. So Ravana was not demeaned. Ma said,
“What is impossible? The possible is impossible and the
impossible is also possibte.” We had reached the vicinity of the
Mandhata mountain. it is said that King Mandhata
perforrad penance here. From here we could no longer see
- gither the Kadas mountain or the Ravana Tal.

Friday, July 19

Wa ate and set out. We will have to halt after travelling six
miles, for now many of us do not have the stamina to proceed
muc¢h further in one day. After & six-mile trek we found plain
groungd surrounded by mountaing and pitched camp. Today
again i travelled in the dandi as instructed by Ma. My left
hand had became paralysed because of a sudden chill,

Cur staple dlet consists of khichdi, but here we could
only get lentils and therefore wa could not make khichdl. We
would cook rice or roti and eat it. For quite some time the only
vegetable that could be procured was potatoes and- when
eventhat became scarce, we roasted the Bengal gram that
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we had carried with us, or we just managed with sugar. By the
grace of Kailasapaii, we somehow managed to light a fire by
biowing on green plants sa that some sort of cooking was
possible, else that too would have ceased. The days were
passing by in this manner_sometimes we camped near a
waterfall. There the incessant roar of the water, like the sound
of ocean waves, fell on our ears._that was goad to hear.

On our retum journey otthe perambulation, Swamiji had
yet another dream. A man came to invite him for Durga puja
and began stuffing something inte his pocket. Swamiji asked
him, “What is this you are giving me?" He replied, | have
given you the blessings of the Durga pufa.” Swamifl joined .
his palms and remarked, "We also celebrate Durga puja every
year at home.”

Saturday, July 20

We set out by seven am. and reached Takalkot after 2
trek of five or six howrs. We had set out without eating
anything. At Takatkot we saw some shops and residences of
househoiders. There was also a marketing centre. The uncle
of Handra Devi of Almora took Ma to bhis shop where some
things were purchased as many of our supplies had been
exhausted. We could not procure potatoes or any other
vegetables. We purchased sugar and cerain  oOther
provisions. Pea fields abound here. The people in our group
went inta the fields and plucked a lot of greens. We managed
to bolt thesg and make some sart of a curry.

It seems the king. of this region has forbidden anyone
from plucking greens from the fields. The king has to be paid
heavy taxes and therefore the people are unhappy.

We saw many Lamas and atso spotted many caves. But no
one could give Us information about a Larma who had attained
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realization. bt is the traditicn for Lamasto remain celibate and
they are punished it they happen to get married.

Our tents had been pitched at the foot of the mountains,
near the water. We purchased pravisions and descended to
the camp slowly. By the time we cocked and ate it was five
p.m. Randra Devi’s brather arrved with some fruit and a
beatitiful bow! for Ma. We purchased some chamar. We have
not 50 far spotted any cattle other than yaks in these parls.

We learnt about a beautifui tzadition prevalent here. Sorme
of the grooms in our party had caught sone fish in the Mana-
sarovar and had strapped them on to their backs. When we
enguired whether they would eat them they replied, "We have
nat brought these fish o eat. The fish of Manasarovar are
invaluable. When a tiger attacks a herd of sheep or goats, the
smell of this fish being busnt reminds the tiger of Manasarovar
alone. It is then easy for us to dispatch the tiger to Yamaloka.”
Wa do rot know how far this story Is true, yet these people
believa in it implicitly.

The cold was much less intensa now, also our breathing
was neaily normal. Many changed out of trousers and warm
coats into ordinary ciothing; that was a relief. Yet after awhile
we again had to wear trousers and woollen coats but the cold
was nat as bad as it had been. Many Tibetan women were
standing nearby withtheir children and watching the fun. The
whole day threugh there was a stream of people standing
thare. Ma bagan playing a small tambourine and asked them
to sing a song. We could not understand a word of their
language. When the grooms explained Ma's request to the
women, four or five of them held hands and began dancing
and singing joyeusty. Thase women are very simple hearted
withouta trace of shyness in them, By Ma’s instructions, the
plsta-taisins and other dry fruit we had with us were
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distr!huted amongst those women. They were very happy t
recaive the dry fruit. We lay down at nightfall. -

Garblyan Is still three or four days away. At dusk, Randra
Devi's brother (Nandaram Babi’'s son) delivered some letters
which had arrived at his address In Garbiyan. After many days
we recelved lefters from Hiran Didi and Ganesh Dada of Dhaka
as well as from Snehalata Basu and Nani of Calcutta. There
were @0 some letters from Nagen Dada and cthers. All thess
days we had no postal contact with anybody. we were in a
completely different worid, S

It was dacldeq that we would eat and set out tomorrow.

Sunday, July 21 _
This merning Parvati Devi proposed that she wouid take -
us te the caves of the Lamas. It was decided that | would
return and make rolis while Dasu would do the rest of the
cooking. ' ' ' S
Ma, Bholanath, Tunu, Jyotish Dada, Parvasi Devi and |
began the ascent on horseback for the Lamas' caves were at
the peak of the miguntain. The' house of the Raja’s minister
wag cloge te the caves. We went to see the caves. The ascent
was very steep and 50 was the descent on Gur ratum. But now
we did not find the ascents and descents on horseback
frightening as we had got used to them. Actualty these paths
are situated so precaricusly on the edge of the moeuntain side,
that if {he horse were to stumble no one would even come to
kqow where the rider had landed! The paths barely exist.
Climbing by the edge of the mountain in this manner, we
reached the peak. : . -
- The Lamas’ cave was painted yellow and the Raja's house
was red. We walked around the cave which was engromous.

Many people lived.in it. We heard that the locat people had
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handed over Httle children as sannyasis to the Lamas. The
Raja looks aftar the needs of all, thatis, *he has ordered the
pecple to make donations of all the provisions needed by the
Lamas. We saw many boys reading scriptures. -

We climbed a dubiously strong woodern ladder to meet
the main Lama. He was ab elderly person and was seated
an & cushioh with a dog. The room was decorated with the
pictures and statues of Lord Buddha and other saints. As men-
tioned earlier in the description of other caves, here¢ toowa
found a vessel filleg with water in front of each statue. There
wete many books.Jyolish Dada spoke up -and requested,
“Please give us some shakti.” The Lama could not undesstand
usatall. Finally some of the grooms and Parvatt Devi managed
to convay the request whence the Lama began distributing
a variety of pragada_from Tirthapuri, fn:m Khaccharnath
and from other places.

We had not visited thess places as it involved too much
time and also because the pathways were not good. The
Lama also gave us coloured pieces of cloth, We.came 1o know
that these pieces are considered to be extremely auspicious
because, as has been described earlier, similar bits of cloth
had been strung together and hung in every temple. Also,
these pieces decorate the house tops of householders and
can be found along the path, hung between rocks. These
rocks are engraved with many letters and, surprisingly
ehough, the lettar ‘Om/’ is very similar ta the one that we write
and the paople here use the word very often.

We locked at the caves indetail. At one place we saw the
image of Goddess Tara and at ancther we saw the image of
some other goddess. in one room there weas an enoromous
brass statue of Buddha. Some statues of Lamas were also
kept as memoirs. One eiderly Lama asked us it we wolld

edaialian e
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drink tea, whenh we entered his soom. it seems they offer tea
to the idols and then drink it as prasada. Drinking tea is com-
pulsory here. We had brought tea, money, dry fruit and sugar
candy to give as offerings. These items are traditionally
offered. .

We saw the rooms that tha boyslived in. The rooms were
dark and the surroundings were not too clean. But the rooms
with idols in them were kept very clean. As sogn as we entered
we sensed some kind of stench. There was no paucity of yak
and sheep horns and bones. At the entrance to the cave we
gaw the head of a large yak.

We heard that Lamas eat ofal, rice and roti, but some also
eat meat. The cave was a kind of palace. Inthe eldedy Lama’s
room we saw thin, round sheets of paper with semething
written on them. Jyotish Dada wished to take some but they
warg not suppoged 1o be carrled away from there. It is baliaved
that any mishaps in agriculture can be set right by these
shedts. After much discussion we gave eight annas and
procured two of the shests.

It was late in the day by the time we returned We made
rofi and offered biicga. Many people had come to meet Ma
and the hill  women were constantly peeking into the tent.
They ramnhed crowding round the tent as fong as we were
thare.

By the time we ate and set out It was one p.m. ‘festerday
Jyctish Dada had travelled inthe cfandi, today Ma sat in it as the
rest of Le rode our horses. We saw many merchants some
grouped Intents, others seated at the faothill of the mountaln
around apond caoking. They had released their horses and
yaks and theloads carried by the animals were lying hare and
there. ARer sating, the animals woulcl be re-loaded and they
would set out again. '
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Takalkot Is a trading centre and these merchants were on
their way there. This is the main market for sending goods up
and down. Peaple gather here and exchange goods.

Today we camped after trekking a distance of about six
miles. After another two miles the ascent of Lipu will begin. We
did not camp claser to Lipu as the cold would be more intense,
The tents were eracted near a waterfall _we have been living
thus. We saw many varieties of whd flower. Somelimes we
camped amidst meadows of yellow flowers, sometimes red,
today the fields were full of purple fiowers.

We reached well before sunset: We had brought dried
peas from Takalkot. There was no other vegetable; the dal
was also finished. The peas were black_we roasted themon
the stove and ate them. Tomorrow we have to cross Lipu.
Everyone is afraid of this bit of the journey as | hag already
mentigned while recounting our forward journey. The height
of this mountain is between eighteen and nineteen thousand
feet. Many suffer from giddiness; Kashav Singhhad fallen after
a dizzy spell on the way up. Therefore today Ma had pickies
camphaor and other necessary items distributed in advance.
Tomorrow we iave to leave early; tomotrow's meal time has
not bean decided as yel. Therelore some edibles have already
been preparad. 1 slept around midnight.

Monday, July 22

We et out early, taking some hot tea along. As the cold
tends to upsst our health, hot tea is a necessity. Wa hope
to reach Garbivan tomorrow. YWe set out at seven thirty a.m.
Thalce on Lipy was fess this time and the ascent across the ice
was not soextensive. The descent waslong but not aver ice.
The route ebave Takalkot consisted of large extents of plain
but here the path was highly modulated and rocky. We hed
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1o travel aiong tha mountain edges and the steep slope
beyond the sdge was a temritying sight. By Ma’s grace the
horges trottad across the paths quite effortlessly and by three
fifteen p.m. we reached Kalapani and pitched camp.

Everyone was exhausted after the long journey. We had
some refrgshments on the way and meal was cooked at
Kalapani. We had got potatoes on the way. What a happy
event that was! The potatoes were diy and rotlen.._but such
was our condition! Befare evening we ate and rested. Here
toowe could hear the deep reverberations of awaterfall. The
moon shone and the sky was clear. The camp had been
pitched on plain ground on the edge of the mountain. All
around were show capped mountain peaks. We decided to
set out eaily next morning and eat our meal at Garbiyan
which is now eight or ten miles away. The route is supposed
to be had,

Tuesday, July 23

This merning we all set oul. Yesterday we rmet Nandaram
Babu who was- on his way to Takalkot. He is the father of
Randra Devi of Almora. At this time of the year many peopls
commute to Takalkot and back as this is the season for
buying and selling. Most people trade in wod! whichis the
chigf wealth here. All merchandise is made out of wool,
Clothes, shirts, caps, even ropes, are woollen, Bags for
carrying food and clothing are made of leather. We also see
people wearing leather Jackets.

We sot out at seven thinty a.m, The route is very bad for
in addition to the ups and downs the difficult, rocky paths,
made our fear of falling off, greater. If the horses missed even
one step here or there, we would tand right down into the rivar,
Only one horse could traverse the pathat a time. Only those
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) ' the sight of these horses negotiating this sieep
E;zbwtzntehfpeak a?rd then the equally difficult descent Fn tha
river bank can betieve the sure-footedness of thesa animals.
The grooms also walk along these paths casually.. They have
held us and escorted us across very ditficulf terrain. |I'!_ some
places the path was so tetrible that ¢ seamed mpogsnble _Ior
avenone man 1o stand there_it seemad-Ja be sheer cli[s!de
without any path whatsoever. Practice makes anything
possible_this was a living axample. Only those who have
experienced it will understand. By Ma's - grace and Baba
Bhalanath's enthusiasm, we arrived safe and sound. Today we
tolt delighted to see trees and plants on either side ofthe path
(Deodar and Chir trees dominated) anx) forests. Wa enjoyed
the shade of the trees during the journey. We had nct seen
such scenery for days and this evening beauty brought us
graat peace. From yesterday we have been sighting small

flowering shrubs—_.innumerable varieties of flowers are bloom-
ing. It looks like a heautifully plarned garden.

On the way we had met large groups of mercharfts
travetiing from Garbiyan to Takalkot. They trjaudied with
horses, yaks, rmules, sheep and goats, baded with merchan-
dise. The sheep and goats are loaded with equally heavy be_lgs
on either slde; each animal carries hetween-lten ang Ehlny
seers. As there is.a shortage of wood in the higher regions,
one log of wood was tled to the back of each sheep. it was
difficult to wade through the - enofmaots herds of sheep. As it
was, the path was so treacherous and these herds of goats and
: ‘added 10 our troubles. :
M‘\Eetac:n the midst of all these travails, @ continugus stream
of bllss seemod 1o flow all the time. Almost all the people
accompanying us wero from Garbiyan. ‘!‘ha men mwl:n_g
dandis were singing joyfully atthe prospect of returning to therr
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homas. We also felt we were nearing the completion of our
|ournay. :

Around two thirty p.m. we reached Garbiyan and camped
in the school described earlier. We ware uncertain as to
when the codlies would arrive from Dbarchula. We were
consideting spending four or five days here in order to arrange
for the coolies. After food was cocked Ma and Bhalanath sat
down to eat. Khicholi, rice, roti and  potato corry had been
prepared. Justthena gentlemanrom Moradabad arrived for
Ma's darshan. Later we came to know that a deputy magis-
trate, a doctor, a judge from Dharchula named Pranvallabh
.Babu who had made all arrangements for us and also a police
inspector, had all arrived.

We had received the news that 1hase people were going
to Garbiyan while we were on our way. These people were
accompanied by many others including coolies. Because of
their importance in these parts, their arrival had caused quite
a slir. They amived for Ma's darshan with our guide Sandel
Singh and sat with her for a long time. They put up fwo tents
in the school compound and went to stay in a dak bungalow.
They expressed thelr readiness to make all arrangements
for our meals and also for coolies to accompany us, which
was a great convenience for-us. Sa we were saved any
further worries about getting coolies and other require-
ments, :

We declded to leave by the morrow or the day after. By
Ma's grace we did not face any kind of inconvenience. We
received many letter from various places; Jyatish Dada fetchad
the letters from the post office. Thus we got news about many
poople. We lay down soon alter sunset. Ma's arrival was
announcad in the vilage by nightfall,




&8 SHI SRI MA ANANDAMAY!

Wednesday, July 24

Today we shall stay here. The Deputy Sahib has made
all arrangaments. He had also set out for Kailas darshan with
a big group. A sadhu named Kailas Giriwas withhim_he was
also headed towards Kailas. Ha has been gaing to Kailas every
year for the last fifteen years. After so many days we started
feeling vory comfartable as we changed out of our trousers,
coats and caps to don dhotis. After a meal we relaxed with

a feeling of relief. Many people asrlved with offerings of rice, -

daf, ghee and other items; this kind of offering is made
traditionally in these pars.

Thursday, July 25

Today we were to leave after a meal and so all prepara-
tions were going on briskly; by ten am. we departed. The
Ceputy Sahib’s group teft for Kailas. Before they left they gave
same fruit and pickles to Ma; in return, we gave them some
iterns which were essential for their journey.

Before lunch many people came for Ma's darshan. They
prostrated before Ma and bade us farewell ropeatedly beforg
leaving with downcast meins. Those who had accompanied

us also took leave wih tearful eves as we climbed into dandis

and started our descent down the mountalnous path.

Again the Kali Ganga flowed beside us roaring as she
cascaded down, To those who have never seen thls river, |
cannot explain how she raars and the manner in which she
surges forward. She danced ecstatically and sped away,
filed with the bliss of Howing. Whenever she met a big rock
she would jump, jostle and flow Into the deprassion in from,
as if Bhegirathi had transfarmed Herself into a flowing form
In order to bathe Lord Vishwanath.
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On either side were the mountains, their peaks touching
tha skyand at their feat flowed the Kali Ganga, swiftly, while
we proceeded along the treachercus path. The- path was
trufy terrible. At some places, even two individuals could not
stand side to side. On one side of the path was the towering
mountaln slde and on the other side was a steep drop,
reaching Into the nether world! The lower part of the view
below was invisitde to us and we could barely look down
without feeling giddy. Even below that was the roaring river.
If we faltered even by a hair's-hreadth, it was needless 1o write
what our fate would be!

O such paths we traversed, sometimes in a dandf, and
at times, when the path was loo bacd, Iked with the help
ofthe dandibearers. Each gandi was me by six coolies.
Four to camry the dandi and two to relieve the other by tums.
Whenever we had to alight from our danai the bearers would
hasten to help us. With great care they held our hands and
ascorted us across the worst paths.They hardly had room to
stand one at a time on the path and yet they effortlessly helped
us acrass, This is the result of practice. At those moments we
felt that no persons, other than thesa, were dearer 1o us in the
world! .

Wa had to sit quietly in the dandi, with hands folded, legs
hald closs to the body. Everybody's condition was slmilar. Qur
ayes and faces revealed our fears of falling with every step. At
places, on this terrible path, recks |utted out of the mountain-
side, hanging percariously overhead, s0 that it was even
more frightening to walk with our heads down. At times we
passed through such dreadiul spots that some of us shut our
ayes and sat Hke logs of wood, numb with fear. Every moment
wa faared afall but thess hil folk, with their years of practice
negotiated these paths so expertly that they carried a dandi
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across a path that we feared to even tread over. Today,
Tunu, Dasu Dada. Brahmachariji and Keshav Singh waiked,
as no more dandis were available and horses could not walk
on these paths.

Around four p.m. we reached Malpa. A lot of people were
there. A room which was utterly repulsive (the dharmasala) was
reserved by a man who said that his twenty odd companions
wera soon o anive. Seeing no akternative, we had to enter the
room inspite of his remonstrances, and occcupyit. We knaw
that we would get wat despite staying inside the room in case
it rained, but there was no other solution. Cooking was done
outdoors.

Jyotish Dada developed a slight fever because of which
he was feeling very weak. But what could be done? He had
totravel Inthat condition. We decided to leave eady the next
day because we could procure no food for the coolies:
tomorrow’s  route  was expected 1o be even worse than
today's, so we planned to leave ag scon as it became light.
Rain fall during the night and the roof leaked like a sieve. We
spant the night with great difficulty. To start with, the room had
been fithy, now it was also wet. We spread leaves and
creepers on the Hloor and somehow managed to roll out our
beddings on top of the plants, 1t had {0 rain at sich an hout!
It will not be difficult for anyone to understand our problems
bit we had grown so used to this sott of a situation that we
simply wrapped on our rain coats and slept,

Friday, July 26

We rose very eary and prepared for the day’s Journey.
The rain had stopped. Though it took some time 1o pack our
luggage, we could set out betors sunrise, Taday's path wes
probably the worst one that we had ever traversed during the
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entire trip, We had to waik most of the time. The sun rose, yet
our path extended before us almost endlessly.

Jyotish Dada could not walk 5o pne man carried him on hlg
back. \n between whereverthe path was sfightly better (though
it was stil dangerous) we rode on the dancli and rested. But
as soon as the path becarme bad the dandi bearers made
us alight. Ma and the rest of us were all fired but we had to
walk for we could do nothing elsa. The coalies volunteered
to carry us on their backs but Ma and | did not agteeto
this.

At the time of setting out for Kallas, Naveen Babu's wife,
Juthika Devi, had applied cil to Ma's hair and plalted the halr
Into two bralds so that her hair would not gat matted. | had also
plaited my hair simllarly. On the way ta Kaitas, at Garbiyan, Ma
had loosened out her hair as she was not used to wearing
braids. S50 now Ma again had her hair flowing loose. With
scattered tresses, a stick in her hand, her face flushed with
exhaustion, sandals on her guspicious feet as she walked
along the mountain path, her farm was marvellousty unlque,
raminding me of Goddess Parvati disguised as an ascetic.

We walked across mountains. Many a waterfall cascaded
from the mountainside, roaring deafeningly, Sometimes we
had 10 cross these waterfalls, Though we walked past with
umbrelfas raised, the spray from the cascades drenched

-our clothing. Water descending from such heights on to the

rocks below raised suvh a dense spray that it seemed as if
the swrrounding area was engulfed in mist,

We saw the most wonderful sights as we walked along but
none of us was then in a condition to appreciate the beauty
thoroughly. Today's path had been particularly trying. On the
motintains near Kailas there had been practically no trees or
piants as if 1he white paface of Kallaspatiwas lying bare. Mere,
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however, the mountaing were covered with dense forests and
green foliage These mountains had taken on a completely
different form. As L had been raining the forests were even
thicker with greenery.

Somehow, with great difficulty, we reached Dipti by two
p.m. Wa found a tolerably good room at some height. It was
past sunset by the time we could eat. Exhausted, we lay
down to sleep. Tomorrow's path Is steep uphill but not
suppased to be very bad,

As soop as Ma reached here, a man, whom we had seen
earlier, arrived with some mustard greens, two raw radishes,
one raw pumpkin and some milk. These vegetables seemead
unigue to us. Bholanath: began cooking with great enthusiasm.
| made a curry in addition to0 cooKing the greens. After 50
many days we all ate with great relish and contentment. We
also sighted a shop in this place!

Saturday, July 7

We decided to set ouf after eating. We managed to
procure polatoes, pumpkinand greens, Khichdi, roli, greens
and curry were all prepared. We also got oit and some milk o
henceforth we may not experience much inconvenience.

After the meal we proceeded on our journey. The path
was uphill for three miles but we did not have to walk as we
were carried In the dandi. We sighted many fields with greens.
Fields are calied "c¢hooya' here.

1 shall put down hers something that | forgot to write about
catlier, Ma's body has thinned down. When we reached
Garbiyan we found that all of us had grown darker; this was
particularly true of our noses. The horses had become lame

due to walking aoverrocks and stones all the way. Because
~ of this, a young groom jokingly remarked that the prasada
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from Kalaspati was "Black humans and lame horses.” Since
Garbiyan our colour is changing again.
Though the days are warmer now we still need blankets at

“night. It usually rains at night but for the last two or three days

the weather has been dgry. This was tucky for us for had it rained
the path would have been rendered even more terrible.

Bholanath travelled in Tunu's dand/ and also watked
some distance. Tunu travelled a long distance inthe dandi. As
the dandis have been breaking on the way their numbers
have decreased.

We can na longer hear the rear of the Kali Ganga which
has been left far behind. It is believed that this very Kali
Ganga is famous as the Sarayu in Ayodhya and by cther

‘names in other places. Since yesterday we lost sight of

snowy mountains and today they are completely absent from
our surroundings. Today we have to travel for ten miles till we
reach Sasa.

Three or four miles before our destination, Ruma Dewi
arrived and bowed down at Ma's feet saying, "Ma, | have been
sitting here and awaiting your darshan for the last three or four
days without going to my ashram.” Before sunset we reached
Sasa. Ruma Devi accompanied us. She had arranged for a
house in which we could stay at Sasa, there she had already
spread mats for us. As soon as we reached she went to the
homes of householders and procured flour, ghee, potatoes
and milk for us.

Service is the motto of her life. We were surprised ta see
this keen spirit of service In such an elderly sannyasini. She told
Ma, “Ma, | was counting the days and waiting for you, roaming
around here for the last three days. Today | sat on a stone—
| was afraid that you would go pastand that | wolld miss yol..
Many people have come to the ashram and there is much work




T2 SR SAl M AMANDAMAYI

to be done. But | did not go for | was waiting for you. It is
seven days since | came here from Almora,” She plucked
flowers from the mountainside, offered them at Ma's feet and
did prenama. We waiched the devotion of this elderly lady,
enchanted. She had known Ma only for a few hours. At night
we ate the meal prepared by Rurna Devi and rested.

In thea _sening the house was crammed with house-
holders who arrived to see Ma. Ma was suffering from
stomach ache so she ate very little in the afternoon and
refused food now. As Jyotish Dada was having fever we were
all worried, otherwise we had no other problems. Tomorrow
we are to leave for Khela after lunich. Today we had set out
atten am. and travelled ten or twelve miles, passing
through Sirkha on the way. We also slept quite (ate.

Sunday, July 28

Jyotish Dada was ill. We set out after eating. Khela is
seven miles away. The coolies are to accompany us tilf we
reach Khela; then they wil! leave.

Ruma Deviwent with us. She said that she would stay with
Ma and that she would not return to her ashram any more. She
declared, I had decided that the vow of service was the
greatest in life. But naw that | am old | find that there is no end
to the work. 1do not like it any more; | wish to iive with Ma in
peace and do my sadfiana.” So saying she accompanied us.

We found roses and champak flowers blooming all around.
Dast Dada plucked the flowers and offered them at Ma's foet.
We saw Indlan flowers after so long, Since moming the vilage
folk have been coming for Ma's darshan. Some brought milk
from home bred cows, some covered Ma's bedding with
flowers. Some ladies brought flowers and sugar candias for
Ma, subseguently | distributed these items to all present.
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One woman began guestioning Ma on religious matters
and agked for Ma's advice on how to proceed with saghana.

Some people walkad beside Ma's dandy for quite some dis- -

tance. Auma Devi's Sharada Ashram i3 abolt one and a half
miles from here. Many villagers hold Ruma Devl In great
esteem. The Postmaster of Garbiyan had written to the
Fostmaster of Khela to make amangements for Ma's stay
there. -
We razached Khela a little before sunset. It rained on the
way. The Postmaster’s man was waiting by the roadside to
convey information about Ma's arrival. We sat in a shop in
Khela where the Patwari, ths Postraster and others came to
meet us. Jyotish Dada had no fever. But as he was feeling very
weak, we decided to stay here tomorrow. The coolies’ homes
are herg, sothey took leave of us. Tomerrow, coolies will be
arranged for the trip to Almora. It is still raining. Parvati Devi is
with us. She will go to Nalnital for her job.

Monday, July 29

We stayed on in Khela today. The Pasimaster sahib has
arranged coolies who will accompany us to Almora. He offered
o Ma, ripe mangoes, bananas and milk from his horme bred
cow. Jyotish Dada was extremely weak because of fow fever.
Wa had no worries other than this. We got all kinds of
vegetables here. Litde hilf tribe boys came selling pumpkins,
raw bananas, greens and brinjals. We also purchased lenti daf.
Now Almora Is only eight or nine days journey from here. Ma
is not keeping too well. Tomorrow we shall set out for
Dharchula.

Tuesday, July 30 :
We set out in the morning. Two miles before Dharchula we
went tothe District Board Dispensary in Tapovan. Jyotish
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Dada’s temperature had gone up and we wanted to have him
examlned by a doctor. A young doctor lived here with his
family. He examined Jyctish Dada whose temperature had
risen to one hundred four degrees. We rested here for some
time and proceeded to Dharchula after collecting the medicine.
The dak bungalow in Dharchula is situated in open surround-
ings and Jyotish Dada would find it comfortable,

We reached the dak bungalow by twa p.m. The watchman
there made all the arrangements; the doctor was to visit
Jyctish Dada everyday. Today medicine was brought again.
We got provislons and good mitk from the many housgholders
who live around here. We shall stay here for a few days malnly
because we suspect that the travails of the joumey are proba-
bly the cause of Jyotish Dada’s increasing fever.

Some of the householders living around here arrived with
mangoes and fowers to sea Ma. They also sent milk from their
homes. We spent the night here.

We could hear the roar of the Kali Ganga once agaln and
the mountzin peaks towered over us ali around, their heads
held high. Situated in such an uninhabited spat, the dak
bungalow was indeed charming. Far off, dotting the sides of
the cliffs, were houses, plants and trees adding to the beauty.
It seemad as if these had been standing thus for aeans,
listening to the ceaseless music of the flowing river. None of
them found the constant gushing of the river disturbing—in
fact, they seemed 1o be charmed and delighted. Any onhe
who came into contact with them also experienced the same
loy. The jungles all around had become more dense because

of the rain.
' Last night it rained incessantty and so today the weather
was helther too cold nor tog warm. Jyotish Dada's fever came
down slightly. | slept rather late.
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Wednesday, July 31

The doctor dropped in this morning. The fever having
dropped to ninsty nine degrees, Jyolish Dada appeared to be
feeling slightly better. We decided to stay on today. After lunch
all lay down to rest. | sat in the apen verandah and began to
write. | have been getting very iittle time, | have bean writing
briefly, barely ahle to jot down the events in their sequence.

Ruma Devi, Parvati Deviand others are all inour party. In

the aftemmoon we came to know that last night's rain had
caused a bridge to break down and therefore we cannct leave
tomorrow. The bridge would be repaired tomorrow s that we
could ieave the day after. There is not much else to pentoday.
Some missicnaries from a mission here came with flowers
and fruits to have Ma's darshan.

Thursday, August 1

We had to spend today here and we may leave
tomarrow, By nightfall it started raining heavily. The bridge is
likely to be repaired soon, but we do not yet know how we are
to traverse the path.

Friday, August 2

We could not leave today. The mountain dwellers hold on
toarope and cross the river as the rope is pulled by people
from the opposite shore. That is the present arrangement for
going to and fro. However, as it was impossibie for Jyotish
Dadato be taken across that way, we decided against starting
today. [t was still ralning and we seemed to have got caught on
our journey back at Dharchula. - There seemed to be na other
solution. Todzy was again spent simitarly. )
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Saturday, August 3

We finished our meal early with the intention of setting out,
but after some discussion our departure was finally postponed
for the next moming. We hope to reach Baluyakot by to-
marrow evening. The delay in our journey would be because
of having to cross the river by pulling at the ropes which would
iself consume two or three hours at least. Jyotish Dada’s
condition continues to remain the same. Swamiji is also
suffering from a cold. By continuing our halt here we will be
unableto provide requisite diets for the patients for we do not
get many things here. We were all worried.  After mahy
detalled discussions we were forced to stay on today. The
coolies did not want te wait any longer and they were upset. it
was difficult to pacify them- .some of them became angry and
left. We only hoped we could get other cocdlies here: Tha
watchman of the dak bungalow assured us that he would get
coolies for us,

Sunday, August 4

This morning we decided to trave! as far as we could. We
had to cross the Kaii Ganga after a distance of five miles. The
read was good and we reached the hanks of the river in & short
time. After much rumination we crossed the river using the
ropes. Thisinvolves sitting on a little rectangular seat made of
wood and bamboo, suspended from a very thick rope span-
ning the river. Men standing on the other shore tugged at the
rope and pudled the passengers across the river.

The rlver was nelther very deep not very broad, but the
current was very strong. No one could stand in the swiftly
flowing river. Today we crassed the river in this novel
fashicn. From a distance it had appeared as if the moumntain
folk were crossing the river by hanging on the rope and this
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had made us fear the experience. We had halted so Jong in
Dharchula because of the dread of having to cross the river
byropes. Atfirst we had declded that aur forly cookies would

ling up at a place where the river was not flowing too swiftly

and, take us across as we sat in our dandi, But when we
reached the river bark and took stock of the situation, we

. declded to cross the river using the ropes. it seems that the

water in the river decreases when the rainfall declines.

We reached Baluyakot by evening. We had brought
tents from Dharchula and camp was set up at a suitable spot.
Afire was lit on the stones and food was cooked. We sat under
the skies and ate. Jyotish Dada had no fever since yastarday
and he looked a little better today. There is a danse iorest on
one side here; we can also hear the roar of the Kali Ganga
clearly. We thus spent one mare night. o

Monday, August 5 L

Today we set out for Askote. Baluyakot is aboutten ar
eteven miles from Dharchula; Askote is another ten or eleven
miles from Baluyakot. Coolies normally walk a distance of ten
miles in a day.

Jyotish Dada expressed a desire 1o eat rice. Ma had rice
cooked 1o suit a patlent’s digestion fed to him befors starting
this moming. We shafl go to Askote and arrange for our meal.
We reached Askote by twe p.m. and halted in & gharmashala,
Jyetish Dada was fesling very weak after the journey in the sun
and we were all worried about him, In the evening, pecpie
from the palace came for Ma's darshen. Ourmeals alse arrivad
from the palace. The king will come to see Ma tomarrow. After
along day we finished eating {ate in the night. For some days
now Ma has been sating only once intwenty four hours. She
would eat semoline roff and vegetabls one day, rice tha next
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day, wheat flour roti and daf for ancther meal and so on. Ma's
diet has been varying in this manner. We spent the night at the
dharmashala.

Tuesday, August &

It was ten a.m. by the time wa set oul and no one was able
to eat before that, We had been informed that Ma would be
takento the palace and so we first went there. Ma was offered
bhoga with a variety of items and then we proceeded on our
journey, After we had travelled a little distance, Swamiji's
dand{ broke down. Tuny, Dasu Dada, Parvati, Ruma Devi
and others were riding harses. Since the dandi broke, Tunu
proceeded on foot; Swamiji and Bholanath returned to Askote
to get the danch repaired. We want ahead and they caught
up with us after some time. it was very dilticuit to traverse this
route with a sick person. Aflter covering seven miles we

reached the schoot at Didihat where & group of students and.

teachers came running to welcome Ma and escort her to the
school.

We decided to stay at the s¢hool for aur meal and spend
the might there. The Forest R&hge Officer had come from
Nainital. He camefor Ma's darshan and offered frults at her
fest. He performed aratf with incense sticks and said, "l have
been trying to have Ma's darshan from days. Today | have
baen blessed. Please show me the way.” He spoke at length
in this strain, Ma gave him some advice. He sat near Ma for
a long time. He requested her to stop at hls bungalow for some
time on her way.

Tonlght it was again late by the time wa finished eating. As
It was not sunny today, we travellad more comfortably with
our patient. The teachars had vacated thair rooms for Ma's
use. The teachers and students tive in the school bullding.
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Wednesday, August 7

In tha morning we set out for Thal which is ten miles
away. Ranger sahib accompanied us o makes all arrange-
ments for Ma's sojourn. Many people came to hear Ma's
acdvice. We set aut taking all possible care abowt Jyotish
Dada's comfort. By two p.m. we had spread out Inthe
verandah of a school in Thal with the intention of spending
the night there. The patient was in a pitiable condition
because of the travails of the journey, butthere was nothing
2lse we could do—we just had to continue moving. It rained
a little on the way but this did not cause much troubie. When
we had finlshed eating, it rained very heavily. We were all
greatly pestered by lice. No one slept tast night and tonight
was just as bad. All of us had boils all over our body because
of being bilten and we were sick of scratching ourselves
incessantly. Thus did we spend yet another night.

Thuraday, August 2

As we expected rain by evening, we planned 1o set out
earty, but as it was getting so late every night by the time we
finished eating we decided 1o eat before we started. it began
raining as we set out at eleven am. By three p.m. it was
raining heavily. We ware headed towards Beninag ten miles
away. Thal had & shop and a post office but Beninag has 4
dispensary with a doctor in attendance; thers are also a
couple of shops where we hupe to purchase some essential
Rems.

We reached Benlnag at three p.m. and halted at a schogl,
As soon as Ma reached, a holiday was declared and the
school premises were vacated for Ma's stay. The headmaster
toldMa, “Ma, you canstay here for as long as youlike—l can
run the achoot elsewhere.” The doctor was sent for. He
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examined the patient and arranged for medicines and a
suitabla diet. The fever was less but " Jyotish Dada was
suffering because of the strain of the journey. It was stil
taining. Weltried tomakea piitow. We heard that pillows hare
arg not made of cottonwonl.<they pack rags into a pillow case
_a similar ona was madae. We spent the night here,

Friday, August 9

- As it was ralning in the marning we could not set out. We
ware supposed 1o travel twelve miles 10 a place calfled Ganal
but “as the patient was very weak our departure was post-
poned. We were progressing very slowly so that we were
uncertain about the day cur journey was going to terminate.
Meanwhile it wag difficult to make the coolies to halt indefinitely
so Dasu Dada, Tunu and some others took seme of the
luggage and started on their way 10’ Almora; the rest of us
stayed an in the school at Beninag. One of Ma’s devotees from
Detwadun had come here to inspect his land. He found out
Ma’'s whoreabouts and came for her darshan. He also ar
rangied for today's lunch. There ls not much space (o cook;
firewioad is also dcarce, yet he managed to organise the
cooking despite these odds. | cooked rice on a stove and
gveryoné ate. Many people came for Ma's darshan. '

Saturday, August 10

We sat out in the morning. As the dandis had been sent
with Tunu and Dasu, Bhalanath and i rode horses. H rained
heavily on the way so that all of us, inciuding Ma and Swamiji
who were seated Inside dandis, were drenchad 1o the skin,
Only the patient's dandi was carried with great care so thethe
would not ba further harmed by the inclemant weather. Around
two thirty p.m. we reached the dak bungalow at Ganai.
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Mo ohe had a chance 1o even sip water on the way—each
ong of us was thoroughly bathed. Not anly was Swamiji barg
chested, even his remalning clothes wera wet. As the coolieg
woukd arrive with our luggage much later, we had no dry
clothesto change into. Swamiji's health was also indifferant,
butwhat else could be done? A shop nearby sold bedsheets;
two were purchased and brought for Ma and Swamiji. Swamiji
wrapped himself in on2 gsheet but Ma refused to use it and let
the wet clothes dry on her body. The rain continued inces-
santiy and grew worse in the night. We completed our meal
only at night. The patient continued to remain in the same
condition.

Sunday, August 11 :

Inthe morning the patient was given some food after which
we set aut, travelling twelve miles 1o reach a place called
Kenera wherewe halted in another forest bungalow. Today
there were intermittent drizzles which alternatéd with very
strong sunshine. After we had covered quite some distance we
satin the shade of atree to await the arrival of the dandiwhich -
had bean left far behind. '

The Kali Ganga flowed past; | sat on the bank, writing. Ma
now eats only once a day and then she does not take anything
axcept water. From the second day of our arrival at Dharchula
Ma has maintained this schedule—for the last ten days or so.
From the last four or five days she has even stopped
changing her clothes and is attired inthe same dhoti and kurta
that she had worn so many days ago. On the day we reached
Benlnag we got drenched and though we requested her to
change out of her wet clothes shs refused. Al of ug
possessed only two ohot's each so we purchased a new dholi
for Ma but she refused to refinquish her old ons. She also
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continued to wear the same kurta—she would not change that

gven after being requested to do so.

Today after we departed from Ganai, Ma made ail arrange
ments for Jyotish Dada and set him off on the journey before
getting into her dand/, after which she stopped speaking. At
that momant | did not take notice of that. After travelling some
distance the coolies haited for rest. Ma went to Jyotish
Dada's dand! and arranged his bedding; Swamiji then noticed
that she had stopped speaking. As scon as we came back to
our horses Swamiji informed about this. When Ma stops
spaaking she does not make signs either. Ma's speech had
stopped after a very long time and | found it very difficult. The
patient's diet and treatment were being carried out accord-
ing to Ma’s instructions and his care was supervised by her.
She sat on her small blanket by the head of the patient, day
In and day out. In batween she would lie down at the same
spot.

Ma's countehance had undergone a sudden change, her
speach and smile had almost completely vanished. She had
baen speaking only what was required 10 be spoken in
connection with tha patient’s care. Now that sha stopped
speaking ! had to think of what to do, what to feed him. all on
my own. | felt forlorn as she had siopped speaking. The real
matter was that Ma hag assumed the naturdl role of the
mother with a sick child. Ma performs every fila to perfection,
Why should she leave this fifa incomplete? No job performed
by Ma has any shortcoming. As Ma started obsenvingmauna,
| had to make all arrangement for Jyotish Dada. Only three
miles to go for the day: At four p.m. we reached the
bungalow; I was again late night hy the time we finished
eating.
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Monday, August 12

Wa shall go five miles and hait ai a dak bungalow in Dhaut-
china. Wa sat out. Aimora Is only thirteen miles away. As there
was no other suitable place to halt in any further, we stayed
hare for the night.



Chapter Three
BHALI ON HIS DEATH BED

Tuesday, Augusl 13

We set out at aboul eight a.m. The weather was fine and -

our long journey came to anend alter so many days. We
reached Almora after travelling thiteen miles and our pilgrim-
age 1o Kailas was complete. We went to a newly built house (as
yet unoccupied) and stayed there with the patient. There were
no regulations against living in a new house. We met hManik
and Naresh Babu's wife who had been awaiting Ma's arrival
from the past eight days. '

Wednesday, Augusl 14

We will have to stay here for a few days as Jyotish Dada is
very sick. | have already written that Ma had started observing
mauna and that she had not changed her clethes for more
than eight days. Today Ma relinguished the clolhes she had
worn for o long and put on fresh clothes. Her mauna however
continues. But she is supervising Jyotish Dada's treatment
thraugh signs. Aftera very leng time she has been doing a
few jobs with her own hands, probably because she felt like
doing them. The wife of Naresh Babu of Delhi and Tuny are
here. Many people who hegan arriving for Ma's darshan felt
somewhat saddensd when they found Ma observing mauna.
Mz kept sitting near Jyotish Dacda's bedding. it seemed as if
the Mother of the Universe had assumed the role of Jyotish
Dada's mother.

Thursday, August 13
This morning Jyotish Dada started hiccupping and we
wore all very worried. Ma placed her hand on Jyotish Dada's
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head and for no reason at alk she began laughing. As she
laughed she wiped the sweai off Jyotish Dada’s forehead with
a piece of cloth. The doctor was present at that time.  All of
asudden, Matook the same clath and wiped the forehead and
tace of the doctor as well. Ma had been eating once in twenty
four hours, but today she ate nothing at all. At night she ate
a few morsels of food. Late in the night the patient's condition
improved slightly.

Friday, August 16

Nothing of interest took place today. The patient's con-
dition continues to remain the same. Ma remained seated or
tying down near the patient’s bed.

Saturday, August 17

Last night Ma lay down for a long time. After  Jyctish
Dada’s faver started she had perhaps not slept for so long
before this. She got up once at midnight. She also sat up
towards the end of the night but she lay down from early
morning; she again lay down after visiting the toitet at ten a.m.

For the past few days she had been instructing us about
Jyotish Dada's diet and other ratters thraugh simple signs.
But today she had again assumed an impassive pose and her
countenance did not display the slightest emotlon. We could
not discern whether our conversation was even being heard by
her. As before she wrapped hersell in a sheet and lay
motionless lost i her own bhava. At five p.m. she sat up.

Today Ma had not paid any attention whatsoever to the
patient. She remained totally engrassed in her own self, in her
own bhava. All these days she had had the patient looked
after with the tender care of a mother. She had persanally
supervised his diet and treatment. The same person who had



88 SRl S8 MA ANANDAMAYI

tended the patient's every need by devating so much personal

attantion, now did not so much as glance in his direction.
Whanever the doctor arrived she would sit near the patient,
taday she remained lying down with her eyes shet, as if she
was in the thrall of some . overpowering stupor. Then she went
and jay down on her cot near Jyotlsh Dada’s bed and lay down
lost in bhava. But now the patient, not having seen Ma the
whole day long, asked how she was. He did not have the
strengthto turn his head around and look at Ma lying on her cot
near the head of his bed. The patient was now asking for the
same Ma, who had attended on him all these days with such
loving care. ' .
I startad describing Jyotish Dada’s condition, but | felt that
Ma was nat listening. Jyotish Dada’s state continues 1o be the
game as befare. The hard part of his stomach had softenedt
slightly, Hariram arrived from Dehradun to see Jyolish Dada.
These people are very fond of him. The day passed thus.
Maharatan and cthers expressed their surprise that Ma, who
was so attentive about Jyotish Dada, had suddenly decided
to sit back like this. They were now witnessing one of many
wonderfil Incidents disclosing Ma's divine nature. But no

one could understand why Ma had decided to actthus, But -

then, how could anyone understand? Everything about Ma Is
so wonderous!

Sunday, August 18 : '

This moming Ma's bhava continued as before. Around
two p.m., after the doctor's visit, Ma was offered bhoga. Ma
ate very littte, then she went ang sat near Jyotish Dada’s
bedding. Though she did not behave as she had earlier, she at
least did not seem 1o be completely indifferent about the
patlent icday.
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Monday, August 19

This morning there occurred & further change in Ma's
behaviour. She sat near the bedding of the patient ang hegan
arranging for his comfort as before, even making & few signs
now and then. As eadler, she started doing some jobs
herself. The patient's condition had become worse since
aftemoon. The doctors who arrived in the evening were
alarmad to sée him. His stomach had swollen and he was
braathing with difficulty. He seemed 1o be dying. Ma satona
chair near him and began stroking his head. At times she just
sat still. Then she went and sat on hier cot. The patient asked,
“Where is Ma?"' | replied, “She is sitting near your head.”
Immediately Ma came and sat on the chair. She did this at
three p.m. and then did not get up the whole night through.

The patlent's condition steadily grew warse. Bholanath
began weeping, we could not hold back our tears. At that
moment Ma began smiling. She laughed lightly and placed
her lotus hands on the sick man's body. Till twoa.m. the
doctors tried every possible treatment and then gave up thelr
offorts, defeated. | said, “Ma, the doctars’ efforts have come
to an end. Now you do whatever can be dene.” Ma said
nothing but cortinued ta ook after the patient's coméort in a
steady, uniform way. Once | saw Ma blowing over him. There
was no one else In the room at that time,  except Ma and me.
Even had thare been othars, no one's attention would have
been drawn towards her action, so imperceptibly did she
blow.

Tuesday, August 20

In the morning when Manik arrived, Ma signalled to me to
lie down for some time. She alsa signed to Manik to leave. |
said, “l shall lie down. You dowhatever youwant1o.” inalittle
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while Ma shook my head and | sat up. After | had attended
to the patient for awhile, | found him looking all around him
and asked him, “What are you looking at?" He replied, “You
were not here so you did not see. A man came and gave me
two injections. | was watching him.”

The patient’s condition was bad to start with—now we had
turned delirious. | replied “That is good—you will recover with
those injections.”

He was a little better today, but his stomach was swollen
with gas. Nothing more could be done. Ma lay down for some
time, early in the morning, and then sat up again. She was not
eating even twice a day. Whatever it may be, anything that Ma
does is always for the good of the world. Today the doctor
declared, "Yesterday | had given up hope completely, but
today | feel a little more confident.” Yet, the patient’s condition
was serious. The doctoradministered an injection of saline; he
had given one yesterday also. The patientlay in a daze. When
the doctor arrived in the afternoon Ma conveyed to him in
signs that the patient had requested her that he should not
be given any more saline injections. The doctor protested,
“But the patient is being kept alive only because of these
saline injections. How can | stop giving them? Alright, if his
condition improves by the evening | shall not inject him. But
in his prevailing state there is no solution other than admini-
stering this injection.”

Once, finding me alone with her, Ma asked me by signs
whether the injections were essential. | replied, "“The doctor
has said that if the patient’'s condition improves he will not
give the injection. Have mercy and see that his condition
improes, then the injection will not be necessary. He has
already suffered enough. Now put an end to his suffering.” Ma
did not reply.

On the death bed—Bhaij



Bhaiji's Samadhi
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At three p.m. the patient's condition again seemed to get
worse. Before evening Ma asked that he should be given some
makaradhvaja and so he was given that. Ma sat near him
stroking his head at times, arranging his bedding and
supervising his dietary intake at other times. My mother is
being complete in every way! After sunset Jyotish Dada's
condition worsened further. All were weeping except for Ma
who sat still, unshakeable, peaceful. After midnight when the
patient’s condition was swaying between life and death she
rose from his side and sat on her cot. Everyone watched but
she did not go near him. However | saw that her feet touched
the patient's bed. The doctor administered the final treat-
ment, he wanted to give yet another saline injection to which
Ma gave permission. Before the doctors left after making
every possible attempt to save the patient's life, Hariram and |
spoke to Ma, “Ma, we shall go out. Stay alone with the patient.
The doctors can do nothing more. Now you do whatever you
want.” Hariram and others began weeping. Soon after we
came out, Ma called the doctor inside; we also went in. Again
the doctors made mention of the saline injection and Ma
agreed to let them try. The doctors tried to the very end and
then left. We sat with the patient who was almost dead.

He was fully conscious. He asked, “Where is Ma? Call her
once.” But Ma now lay immovable, stonelike, in bhava. He
called out twice, but she did not rise. We were afraid, wonder-
ing what had happened. Bholanath was worried and sat
holding Ma's hand for a long time. Now we were worried
about Ma. Bholanath and | discussed this but we could not
come to any conclusion. Bholanath asked me to touch Ma's
cotand do japa. | made Maharatan and Chhabi's mother sit
down to do japa. They sat and did japa with single pointed
attention. They could not discern Ma's bhava and were afraid
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ta hear about it from us. However, sometime later when Ma
moved slightiy 1 called out to her and said, “Ma, please sit up.
Dada is calling you.” Ma replied indistinctly, with her eyes gtill
shut, “Alright, | shall get up.” Hope rose afresh in our hearts.
Bit Bholanath and | remained worried. Ma got up with great
effort and sat near the patient. She placed her hand on the top
of his head. Perhaps he felt more peaceful on obtaining Ma's
touch. The night was spent thus. His breathing sounded as if
he would give up his life any moment. -

Wednesday, August 21

Ma was lying down in the morning, We continued to sit
around the sick man. Ma aiso sat up. Today was Jyotish
Dada's last day. The Mahatma was leaving us and going away.
Ori Ma's advice. at ten a.m., the Civil Surgeon had been
brought in 1o see the patient. For the past four or five days
Jyctish Dada had been having hictups. They had become
less intense since yesterday. His breathing, however, had
become terribla since yesterday and continued the same way
today also. He was conscious. He asked, "“Has Swamiji
eaten?” He asked me, “Have you fed Ma?" Last night he had
told me, "Khukuni, finish" He repeatediy asked if the doctor
had come today. :

The dactor examined the patient’s pulse and again got
ready 1o give a saline injection. Dada phjected but the doctor
would not listen for he could not give up trying as long as
lfe existed. He administered the injection and fried many
other remedies. Finally he gave up and declared, “The pulse
remains just as weak, Now Ma s the only hope!” | cried and
- appealed to Ma, Hariram also wept and prayed, but Ma
signed 1o say, “Nothing is coming.” She sat near the patient
and wiped the sweat off his forghead. When we understood

———
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Ma's thoughts we also gave up hope. Dada murmured,
*Haribol, . Haribol" two or three times and then asked, “Where
is Ma?" as If he was not being able (v see praperly. When we
indicated Ma to him he icked al her and started repeating
continuously “Ma, Ma, Ma.” Then he sang. "Ma, Ma, Ma,
Ma," somewhat tunefully. Ma sat calmly wiping his faorehead.
We were weeping. Ma said, "Khukuni, sing the Mame." hwiped
my tears and sang the Name of Ma, Aldittle later he said, "How
beautifull> Again he exciaimed, “Khukuni, fiow heautifull” A
fow moments later he raised one finger and said, “All are
one: thereis nothing other than the one.” Hariram wept and
crigd, “Bhaljil" Dada replied, “One, all are ong. Maditate on
this brother. One, all are one.” | said, “Dadd is lying securely

" in Ma’s lap.” Hereplied, “Ma and | are one; Baba and | are

one, all of us are one. Thera is nothing other than the One.”
He then began reciting the sannyasa manira very clearly, He
was breathing very heavily, He had not been having motions,
but now he began passing stools. He said, “Khukuni, clean
me up.” Again he requested, “Clean my face well.” 1 did ac-
cordingly. Gradually he began losing consciousness. Staying
within Ma's sight and her grace, this Mahapurusha, at the age
of fitty seven left his body. A couple of minutes before he left his
body, 1 placed him on the ground and kept Ma's feet on his
head. Ma remained still, In samadhi. | told everyone around
to sing Ma's Name. Asthe Name was chanted Jyotish Dada
breathed his last, '

Peacefully did the Mahapurusha leave. A beautiful death!
A few minutes before his death Ma signed to us ali to leave
the room. A minute later she called us inside again. As we
entered the room Jyotish Dada told us, “"Ma has given me the
signal to slesp. | shall sleep.”
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After his death, Ma called Babaji, Hariram and me and
told us (she spoke Indistinctly as she generally doas while
observing maura). “Prepare for his samadhi for he had
already taken sannyasa. He is an avadhuta." She then
started explaining a little. Bhoianath was upset and said,
“"Speak, speak. Alright, after remaining quiet for six years, |
amgoing to speak about it.”" Immediately Ma stopped him and
said, “Silence!” {meaning to say, she stopped him from
speaking to prevent him breaking the mauna).

Ma said, “'When we went to Manasarovar, | sent you,
Jyotlsh and Bholanath ahead and waited for Baba. When |
retumed | heard that Jyotish. had had a dip in the fake.
Bholanath told me that after bathing in the fake, Jyotish had
cast his clothes into the lake and on seeing Bholanath had
caught hold of his feet and Headed, "Baba, | wish to become
an avadhuta sannyasi and go away from here.” Pointing to
one shore of the Manasarovar he had declared, “Give me the
permission, | shall crossto that shore.” He took off his sacred
thread and placed it at Bholanath's feet. Bholanath was
taken aback and said, “What is all this? What are you doing?
Your mather and others are not here, put on your clothes
quickly.”

Perhaps Jyatish thought that Ma had not been told any-
thing as yet So cheying Bholanath he put an his warm
clothing and waited near his tent. After Baba (Swami Akhan-
ganandajl) arrlved we came to the tent about two hours |ater
and found that Jyotish had already bathed in the Manasa-
rovar. Did we not go 10 the banks of the lake again after |
reached? Whoever wanted to bathe did so, performed the
tituals they wanted to, and left.

Jyotish and | were walking beside the lake. He repeated al)
that he had said to Bholanath. He did pranama and said, “Ma,
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| feed like spending the last few days of my life in some cave -
here. Please tell Babajt, | shall leave right now. Let me go now
—give me leave." | observed that the spirit of renunciation,
avadhuta bhava was being manifested in him. I could also see
that the bhava was very beautiful and imtense. Perceiving his
elavated state, i replied, "Come with me just now.” Hearing this
he fell silent.

He walked beside ma and then said. "'l have a regues! 10
make. If you agree ) shall ocbserve mauna right now.” | replied,
“No, itwil not be alright to observe sitencein the middie of
the journey.” As we walked, |said, “'Since today you have
acquired this spirit of renunciation and you also desire 1o
observe mauna, your name will be Maunananda Parvat.

Locking at the Manasarovar, this body strolled up and
down onthe banks. Just as maniras are recited spontaneously,
this body began to utter the sannyasa mantra of its own
accord; these were recited spontanecusly, this body was
immersed in bhava and moved around thus. Meanwhile |
naticed that Jyotish was following close behind. He ran to this
bady and fell at its feet saying. “Ma, this is the sannyasa
mantral | have attained ItI" Saying this he remained at the feet
in an exalted state. He offered the sacred thread, his beads
and everything at the fest of this body and began reciting the
mantra. He went to the edge of the lake, performed soma
ritual and offered seven or elght handfuls of water to this
body. Since that day he performed japa of the sannyasa
mantra continuously and that bhava continued right through
his illness.”

Ma had then asked him to pick up his beads and sacred
thread, In order to obsy her instructions he wore them both
around his nack lika garlands.
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Ma continued, “Before the Kailas yatra when Jyotish had
gone to Badrinath Dham, & sannyasi, of his own accord, had
called Jyotish aside and given him a simitar mantra. Jyotish
returned from there and told me, ‘| had not asked him for
anything. He himself calied me and made me sit near him. |
dig pranama and sat near him. Then he revealed these things
to me on his own.' Even earlier another such incident had
occurred but he had not spoken aboutit. As hedid not want
to exhibit any outward manifestation of this, he had not made
any external changes in his life style. It so happened that
during this joumay we had to wear warm ciothes all the time,
‘but sometimas hewould wrapa dhoti around his waist. When,
after he had passed motions, you washed him and began
straightening the cloth he had exciaimed, 'No, let the cloth
remain as it is.” | was listening lrom atar. in his last moments
you people heard him yourselves. Because he had this spirit
of sannvasa, he should have a samadhi. Since he did not
desire to reveal these matters to everyone, | did not speak of
themn earlier. | thought that | would teli you all when the time
came; therefore | have now told you about it.”

“One othes thing—when he had had tubercudosis, the
words that emerged from my mouth were, ‘Why are you
afraid? Nothing will happen right now. Keep an with your
work. You will live for some more years.' This body does not
think about what it has uttersd and when, but Jyctish had
tagged en ta it firmly in his mind and therefore he seemed to
finizh all his work as fast as he could. When he mentioned
about the utterance during this journey | said, 'Why ara you
thinkirig of all that?’ Later whan he began getting high fever be
~was worrled and asked me, ‘Ma, what is the sclution?
Khukuni is alone, she has to do the cooivag and all other jobs
on her own; In addition she also has to serve. She is alone,
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how will the work be completed?’ Seeing this attitude of his 1
blurted, ‘Don’t you worry, | shall myself work and make others
work as well.' Because 1 had Uttered those words at that time
some amount of work, which you ail ohserved, was performed.
This body is unable to do any work. The kheyala occurred
that such a statement had been made. During the journey |
made Swamiji write to Bishu, asking him to come and wait
in Almora. On recelving that letter Bishu came to Almora.
Wall, on two days there was no kheyala and therefore no
attentlon was paid. Then in order 1o keep the truth of the
ytterance, whatever was possible was done. Now these events
are being narrated for it is necessary to reveat all this.”

Ma gave a brief description of sannyasa and Hariram went
to get a spot ready for the samadhi. We sat around the dead
body. Three or four hours later Ma said, “! do not have the
gdesire to speak. When | have the kheyala | shall tell you.” She
told me, “You and your father go 10 Vindhyachal. Ruma Devi
will stay with me. We shall leave for Dehradun tomorow.

~ What do you say?” Then Baba and | made everyona else leave

the room so that we could speak to Ma in privata before she
again took upmauna. Macessary matters were discussed. Ma
hag declared me to be Jyotish Dada’s ‘sister’ in a couple of
instances. .When | referred to that she said, “You have aiready
done for hirn as much as you could as a sister.” By the timawe
finished speaking to Ma it was evening.

A separate place could not be secured, so it was decided
to have the samadh/ in a place called Patala Devi. That spot

" already contained the samadhis of twe Bengali sadhus. On his

way to Dhaka last time, Jyotish Dada had stayed in that very
gharmashafa. Now, his tomb was {0 be established thers.
Harlram wished totake soma remains of Jyotish Dada's body
to another spot to erect a memarial. Ma told Swamiji, "Go
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aiong and recite your mantra while the samadhi is being
erected. This Is yvour first ritual.” Many pecple went along.

Jyotish Dada’s corpse was taken to Patala Devi. Salt was
placed above and below the body. Then the tombstone was
1aid. The next day Hariram had a permanent construction
erected at that spot. After Dada’s body was taken away Ma
and | sat silently in the same room. Suddenly Bholanath
developed a painin his stomach and began screaming loudly.
Naren Babu's wife and | could not decide what had to be done.
Bholanath wished to have Ma taken o the cther room but Ma
said, “H1get upthere may be no kheyala to speak. After 1 get
up | shall go and jie down in that rgom. Tomorrow we leave
tor Dehradun. H would be well to visit the Nanda Devi temple
today.” Again she said, “When, In any case, we are leaving
tomorrow, where is the point in shifting today? | shall start
from here.” We also felt that if Ma was shifted from her spot she
might stop speaking altogether. She was now speaking only
what was essential. We wished to hear her for as long as we
could!

Her bedding was spread in the same room. She was

made to drink soma milk. | began tatking about Dada to Ma.
Meanwhile, Bholanath was screaming with pain. No man was
with us. | found a little boy and sent him to fetch a doctor.
Both my body and mind were distraught and now this
calamity! | felt dizzy. However, | go on performing my duties.
The doctor came and gave a douche and an injection. A littie
later Bholanath calmed down.

By eoloven p.m. all those who had gone to lay the
samadhl, returned. Ma totd Harlram, “You all loved Bhaijl. You
have kept hls body in your own place.” Hariram began
weeping; Ma's eyes were also filea wih tears. We were all
weeping. Ma told Harram, “You can try 1o complete all tha
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good work that Jyotish desired 1o accomplish. The atma is
naver destroyed. Whatever desire he expressed to you will
help you along the way.” .

We spoke only about Jyotish Dada. Ma said, “He was ho
ordinary man_that was evident from the very heginning. His

. state was highly elevated.” The garland that had been given

to Seva in the form of a sacred thread had been returned o
Jyotlsh Dada by Ma ta be worn around his neck. Now Ma
instructed that the garfand be returned to Seva. Once Ma got
up there was no knowing whather she would speak or not, so
each one began to speak to her insolitude. it was twa a.m.
by the time Ma entered the kitchen with the others and lay
down to sleep. She did not speak after that,




Chapter Four

Thursday, August 22 )

Ma awocke very late. Everycne was mournful, all felt
bereaved. Ma sat up. Khagentook leave tearfully for he had to
go to Dhaka. A telegram had been sent io Jyntish Dada's wife
and son. Jyotish Dada’s wife had not been speaking ta him for
a long timea. When we had considered going to Dhaka, Jyotish
Dada had been reluctant to go. Ma had tald him, “"Come on
now; now she will not curse you.” And truly ehough, during
that visit Jyotish Dada’s wife behaved cordially towards him;
perhaps it happened thus because it was her last meeting with
him. $he had been against aflowing Jyotish Dada to go to
Kailas and hearing that Ma had afso teld him not to go. But
Jyotish Dada did not agree to stay back. He said that he would
write to his wife and explain to her. She had been greatly
alarmed on hearing of his last illness but could not come for
she was not keeping too weil either; perhaps she had some
mental resarvations as well. May be she felt that whataver
had to happen would happen any way. Jyotlsh Dada had
taken sannyasa and therefore he was not supposed to meet his
wife and son. He gave up his life while he'was fully
conscious, inthelap of the Mother, in whom he had taken
refuge. Sucha death Is highly desirableto ali. Yet, when we
thought of his wife and son now, we all feit pangs of sorrow.
This was the end of all pride. Qur only prayer is that Ma shoutd
grant solace to them.

After Ma awoke | washed her hands and face and made
her drink some milk. Many people were seated in silence inthe
raom. | went 10 cook for Ma. A little |ater | heard that Ma had
taken Swarmiji to the next room (where Jyatish Dada had given
up his body), shut the door and was speaking to him. She
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spoke to him for a iong time. Then she went to the toilet.
Swamiji poured water on her hands to wash them. They
conversed again. Much later when | went there Ma told me,
“Shachi's and Naren's and..." Sha stopped speaking. After
& pause she said, "Have their letters been replied to?” | said,
“I haven't had a chance to read out ali the letters that have
arrived during the past few days, so replies have not been
sent as yet. [ am not going with you sc | have given alt the
ietters to Manik. He wilt read them out to you and send the
replies.” Ma said, “What more shalfl hear? | have finished
hearing all that | had to from everyons.” She had shut her eyes
as she said all this. A little earier she had asked Swamiji to
fetch her bedding here and had laid down inthe room. Hearing
that, | had entered the room and spoken about giving her
lunch. But Ma's body was indifferent and she said, “Now |
shalllie down, | shall not be able to eat.” | obhserved that in her
pravaling bodily condition she was in no position to eat. She
oy down,

Later Hariram came. Another sadhu from some Mission
also came. As he conversaed with Ma ha said, “Thare must be
some living place for women, They shiould have a place to
stay in for performing splritual practices and bhajan. Many
wormen have sent etters to this effect.” Ma repliad, “Jyotish
alsc had a similar desire. Since you have put forth such a
proposition, Hariram, Swamiji and others can get togather
with you to do this work. | did not suggest this to you—have
spoken about this yourself.” Mariram said, “Nothing will
happen without your ordainlng it” Ma replied, "i never say
anything. It is you all who do everything. If you want to, it can
be done. This body doesn’'t come into the picture at all. Any
good work that Is done sincerely yields only good fruit. You
can get together and decide on what regulations are to be
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effected. This body does not have the kheyafa to get involved
in such work. Do not ask this body about such matters.
Khukuni and others are here, observing your desires | have
said so much. The work has to be dene by you all. Whatever
good work you performin this samsara is anly service to God.
You all do all kinds of jobs.—you may as well do good work.
The effort to attain Truth is the only work warth doing. Those
jobs that assist this effort are worthtaking up. Those karmas
that help to develop godly attitudes are wonhwhile, the rest
are aharmna, that is worth relinquishing.” She spoke on another
couple of points, then jold me one or two things in private and
lay down absoclutely still.

We may not leave tomorrow. Ma had only said, "Watch

Bholanath’s health and then do whalever you have to.”
Today our departure was halted because o©of Bholanath's

ilness. Ma observed mauna. At three p.m. though she was
again requested to eat, she refused. Last night Hariram hag
said, “Ma, Fiaji is not well_—we will not be able to go
tomorrow. | shall install a symbol on Bhaiji's samadhi and take
you there at three p.m, to see it. The day after we shall leave.”
Cn bearing that Ma had told Swamiji, “Tell Hariram, even if
this body is unable to accompany him at that time, let him
know that | am with him." So it was. At three p.m. Hariram took
Maharatan, Naren Babu’s wife, Manik and others to see
Jyolish Dada's'samadhi but Makept lying down. Night fell, but
Ma did not rise. We then started singing &irtan, but Ma did not
move, Many people stayed ovemight. At one a.m. with great
difficulty we managed o make Ma sit up for awhie and make
har sip some milk. Then she lay down again.
Friday, August 23

The sun was up bt Ma showed no signs of getting up.
Bholanath was alarmed and called out to her repeatedly, but no

e e
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one was able to rouse her. |n desperation we started singing
kiftan again. Inthe afterncon Ma turned over slightly but her
body was motionless, stone-like. Her eyes were tightly shut. At
three p.m. her breathing became rapid and we were upset. We
were overwrought with anxiety and our bodies felt limp.

The kirtan was on. Ma murmured something and | put my
ear closeto her mouth to catch what she was saying. Ma was
saying, “Tell everyone to go out for sometime. You stay here
alone.” We obeyed immediately. What Ma told me then will be
revealed at the right moment, now she has forbidden me to
reveal it. Then she spoke nothing more, Bholanath came and
trieg to make her speak but she said nothing. Warmied about
her rapid breathing Bholanath instructed us to move her to
the next room and that was done. Seeing Ma's state and
thinking about what she had just uttered, | was plagued by
dreadiul thoughts. Then Ma told me some other points, very
indistinctly, and, again told me not to reveal themn at that time.

Everyone stopped eating and drinking and sat around Ma,
dejected. Firstly, Jyotlsh Dada had just died, and now Ma's
body was insuch a state! It is not possible to desctibe our
condition in words. Ma- alone knows what the plight of our
minds was. After sunset Ma's head tumed back so that it
touched her back and her eyes glowed likefire. Her eyes were
open now, She asked meto make her sit up and extended her
hand slightly 1owards me. The moment | mada her sit up with
Hariram's help, she satin a yogic asana posture. Yogic kriya
now began ta manifest in her body. Then her boady grew limp
and the two of us made her redline again. Hariram concluded,
“The residents of Almora used 1o jeer—therefore Ma has
shown them her real form. Therg is nothing to fear.” Whatever
that might be, the people began raining flowers—the crowd
could not be contained in the house. Some performed arali,
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Qur night, however, was spent in fear and dread, we sang the
Mame the whole night through. Late in the night almost no
outsider remained. Wae switched on all the lights in the room
and sat around Ma. She remained lying as she was.

Salurday, August 24

Today is a full moon day. This merning again Ma remained
iying down but there was some change in her bhava. Her
body was motiontess but she seemed 10 be awara of outward
pecurrences. We all felt relieved to see that. Bhotanath de-
clared, "Now we cannot stay here any longer. We must leave
today, in our existing state. She wanted to leave earlier
anyway." Last morning we bad got ready to ieave but as we
could not rouse Ma, we could nat et cut. Bholanath said,
“You had spoken of going with me to Dehradun.” Ma
replied "'t always telf you that i this body is well enough you
can take it # you can.” This made us all afraid and we said,
"Mo, no, if you do not go of your own will noone can take you.
You must take your boedy in its present condition and come
with us.” Ma did not reply.

Hariram said semething to everyone alitile harshly and Ma
said, "Do not get angry, lst go of this bhava.” Yesterday Ma
had spoken similarly in an Indlstinet volce while in that state
therefare Bhotanath got ready to take her today. As per his
wishes we all got ready, Atten a.m. Ma was made to recline in
an easy chalt and was carried carefully into & motor-bus in
which we left Almora. In her present condition Ma was unable
to even move a limb but at least she seemed ta be aware of
happenings in the outside warld. Two or three hours after the
motor-bus started, Ma told me in indistinct speech, "Bhola-
nath does not understand, he says it s Maya. Is this the doing
of Maya? Thisis not Maya. Have you people never seen this
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state of mine before? From a few days ago the words "Stop it
Stop it!" wers emerging from within me. You people have
beard them, During Jyotish's ilness | have lain unconsclous,
then sat up. Once in Ramna when this body remained seated
in the ashram and could not get up, you had wept ard told
Jyotish. Then every moming he would come and take me for a
walk. At that time this body woutd sit up. Now it remaing lying
down. All kinds of states are manifested in this body.
Without understanding this Bhotanath says, 't will get worse if
we stay on here.” What, am | enmeshed in Maya that such
things can happen?”

As soon as Jyotish Dada had™ been taken away
Bholanath's stomach ache had started and he had broken his
vow of silence. Bholanath heard Ma ‘speaking now and said,
"l said 50 only to express my opinion. | was very much hurt so
| said that. Do | not understand that you are not bound by

. Maya? Even when your very dear little sister Surabala died

P did not see you upset.” Ma spoke about other matters to me,
sometimes with her eyes shut and sometimes with half open
eygs. Then she fell silent for some time. Then again she said,
“Tell Hariram that wherever this body may be, the door must be
kept closed. Let there be no noise. If any one comes by
chance, letthem watch for awhile and leave.” Hariram sakd, "It
shall be so. | shall take leave and stay near Ma.”

| said, "Your body Is In such a condition. How canwe go
to Vindhyachal? If you say so we will have to obey, but we
shall suffer greatly at heart.” Ma replied, '‘So many people are
around to serve this body. You have already done so much.
Now go to the ashram in Dhaka and tell all, there should not
be a single mantion of word!ly topics in the astram. Tell the
men folk that tiy not looking for the faults of women and
ctlticising them, they should try to help the women folk In
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their saghana. Unless everyone lives in harmony no work can
be accomplished. Everyone has to move with a single aim.
That will be good for all. Unkess you go and explain these ideas
nothing much will be achieved. This is your job. Go to Calcutta
and tell them that if they build only one place then let the men
and women use the same place at different times {when the
men go there the women should not) and let them perform
meditation, japa, kirtan ard reading of scriptures. And i
anyohe {man.or waman) wishes to feave the home and live
therethen the others can, ifthey want to, arrange for that. That
will be for the welfare of alt. Telling them all this, your get all the
- people to do all the work. Know that this is also service.
Attemnpting to progress on the path—that is also service”

As these matters werg being discussed, the bhus
reached its destination. | asked, “What shall | teli the people?”
Ma replied, “Tell them to live with one aim and pursue that aim
with one-pointed concentration.” The bus reached Haldwani.
The train would leave at five p.m.—it had already arrived. Al
arrangements were being made. Devidutt and Munni who had
come from Nainital would accompany Ma to Dehradun. Ma
expressed a desire to go to the toilet and we felt slightly
reassured. Till now we had been unable to feed her anything,
With great effort we managed 1o make her sit up. Her body was
absciutely stilf, she did not pass any uring. We became aware
of some other external responses from Ma. She remained
lying still. We tried to make her drink some water with a spoon
but it just flowed cut of her mouth. After many atiempts she
swallowed a little sip of water and opened her eyes, but her
gaze was fixed, |

Wa were to reach Barellly at nine p.m. where we would
have topart companywith Ma. And her body was in this statef
My mind became agonised bt what coukd be dane? | had to
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obey Ma. Again Ma told me a couple of things. | repeated, “Ma,
how shall | leave you and go? | have to ctbey you in whatever
youask me todo.” Ma said, "¥when : have said so earlier, you
imustleave now. Teli Hariram that he should write to youwhen
necessary.” 1 accepted Ma's orcers with bent head, but my
heart was heavy. Ma spoke softfy. Before long we werae in
Barelly. Many people were waiting for Ma, but seeing her in
that state many of them seemed to have been struck by
lightning and remained standing like statues of stone. We
placed Ma carefulty ona stretcher and lifted her out of the train.
The train to Dehradun would arrive in an hour's time. Al stood
around Ma guietly. We were to leave by the twelve midnight
train for Yindhyachal.

Wea were not being able to feed Ma anything. | told her,
“Ma, you have not allowed me to stay with you, but at least
eat something.” On my pleading repeatedly she said,
“Alright.” | said, “Keeping ail of us in mind, please look after
your body.” She replied, "'The body will have to go someday
anmyway.” Even earier she had said, “Whether this body lives
ar not you should ali  continue doing your work propery.”
Hearing afl this we were extremely anxious about Ma's health.
My head felt giddy with the crisis that had developed on all
fronts. When the train arrived Ma was made to board it and
then } afighted from the train with tears streaming out of my
eyes. Maharatan's husband had sent her with Ma to
Dehradun. We waited on the platformand at twelve thirty a.m,
some of Ma's young devotees hetped us board the train to

Vindhyachal.

Sunday, August 25
Today we were aeparated from Ma after avery fong time.
The particularly frightening state of her health and the absence

A




106 SHI SRI MA ANANDAMAYI

of Jyotish Dada made this separation even more agoenising—
yet the physical strainthat we had undergone did not leave us
with the enargy to worry. |lay limp. The next day at ten a.m.
the train reached Allahabad. AL two pm. we fook a
connecting train to Vindhyachal Virajmohini Didi and Anang
Bhattacharya ware there as per Ma's instructlons. Yetthere
seemed to be a vacuum all around. We had had to leave Ma.

Wednesday, August 28

Today suddenly Manik, Bheolanath, Shankarananda Swami
and Godavariarrived from Kashi. We received the news that on
Sunday morning Ma resched Dehradun. On Monday Bhola-
nath, seging Ma's conditian, began saying, I feel like taking
sannyasa. Who belongs to whom?” and so on. Ma replied
instantly, “Then go ta Kashi today. Ge to Shankarananda_he
can give you the help you need at this moment.” Ma sent
Manik with Bholanath.

We heard that Ma was now only drinking water and
nothing else. She was still speaking a littte but fay motionless
most of the time. Some one had to turn her over now and
then, far her body was practically helpless. She spoke a little
whenaver the need arose. She had told Ruma Devi and
Godavari to stait obgerving the ashram regulations. But then
she told Godavari to go and  stay with me saying, ~Stay with

your Khukuni Digi. Domauna, japa and other practices as per

her instructions. Virajmohini is also there. Al of you live
togsther in harmony.” She told Ruma Devi to live in the
Dehradun ashram. Nlishi Babu and Sushila had gone from
Raipur to stay with Ma. The doctors in Dehradun were
attending on Ma.

Al times Ma told everybody to sing kirtan; the rest of the
time she instruycted them to observe silence. No cne could
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undersiand the consequences of the various spiritual prac-
tices. Ma had asked Bhalanath to again observe mauna and
50 he was silent now. As-sann: 3sa £an be taken only during
Uttarayana, he had to walt til tha month of Magh. Bholanath
went with Shankarananda and Biren Dada from Agra to stay
with Ma. Godavari stayed on with us and we performed our
duties as per Ma's orders. We ascertained through telegram
from Hariram that Ma was now slightly better. There was talk
of organizing a feast in the memaory of Jyotish Dada. Ma had
told Father, “Jyotish Dada’s monastic name was Maunananda
and he had had the attitude of a risfii even before he took

sannyasa.”’

Friday, August 30

While we were in Almora Maharatan had described an
incident. On our way to Kailas, in Bareilly, Ma had been taken
to make some purchases In the evening and we had gone to
a shoe shop. Suddenly Ma had said, Do not take a price for
my shoes.” She said this smilingly but nobody paid any
attention to her words at that time. After Maharatan had paid
for Ma's and my shoes and come into the car, Ma asked,
“Did he charge for my shoes as weli?” Maharatan repiled,
“Yas Ma, he did. Ha did not agree to giveit free.” Madeclared,
“Oh! That was not good. It is net for his weifare. Tell him to
sat that money apart.”’ The shopkeeper was a Muslim--he did
not pay heed to Ma's words. | was upset. | asked, “What are
vau saying Ma? Why do you predict, ‘It will not be for his
welfare'?” Ma replled, “What can 1 do? The words emerged
from my mouth spontanecusly.” Maharatan conveyed Ma's
orders to the shopkeeper. In Almora at the time of Jyotish
Dada's death, Maharatan brought us the news that the shop-
keaper had died within a month of that incident.
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Tonight we received a letter from Juthika, wife of Naren
Choudhury that on  August twenty fourth Ma was made o sit
up for a coupie of minutes. Ma was speaking properly but was
not taking i anything other than water. She had said that
when she. wanted to eat anything she would herself tell them
about it.” A letter from Agra informed us that Bholanath had
departed from there with Biren Dada.

Sunday, Septamber 1

This morning | seceived Juthika's letter dated twenty
seventh August 1937, It read _Ma's hair was so matted that
nobody was able to comb it. Today Ma made Davidutt cut
off a lot of her hair. The cut hair will be sentto Shachl Babu's
sister. Do not mention this to anyvbody else. Naow Mais
conversing normally. On the second day at Almora, you
remember don't you, the anguish that we felt over Ma's
condition? Yesterday Ma herself said, “That day the
breathing In thig body had acquired a different pace. This was
klentical to the condition that had occurred eadier.”

Indeed, that day we had been greatly alarmed by Mas
breathing and had begun to weep and cry.

Tuesday, September 3

Nepal Dada took leave forfive days and went to see Ma
at Dehiraciun. He returned today with news of Ma. Since the ast
three or four days we have been in Kashl on some work. We
haard that Ma is still bying on her bedding but she is held and
madeto sit upfor a few minutes once or twice a day—she can
only sit with some one's support. The lower part of her body
appears t0 be absolutely lifeless. She only drinks about a
quarter seer of waler evervday and eats nothing. Yot she
speaks normally. In the moming she is almost alone. One
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person does whatever work is needed for her. By three p.m.
pecpla start arriving despite attempts o restrict entry and
she smitingly gives advice to them. Conversations go on till
elaven p.m. every night.

Nowadays Ma converses merrily with laughter in bet-
ween. When asked to eat she says, "l have not made any
decision to fast, the body is not making any demands at
present, when it does ask forfood again, Fshall feed . 1am

" hot aware of timatiness and untimeliness. i the body wants

food | shall Immediately fead it even i it be midnight or one
a.m. Whydo youall worry?" Her face is washed everyday but
after a mouth gargle she is unable to spit out the water, her
body is so helpless. In hetween she asks to be turned over,
When anyone holds her gingerly she says, “Why are you
afraid? Push the body the way you would shove a stoneto tumn
it over. This body has become like stone anyway.” Ma asked
Mepal Dada about all of us.

On the thirteenth day after the death of Jyotish Dada,
Shankarananda, Bholanath and Manik went to Hardwar 1o
arrange a feast (bhandara) for the sadhes there. On Janmash-
tami day Marnmatha Babu and Bhofanath perfarmed yafna and
other rituals as per Ma's instructions. Ma said that every year
such rituals should be performed similarly. To avoid useless
talk and Fivolity Ma has made the rule that everyone in the
ashram should sit in the kirtan hall from seven to nine in the
morning doing japa and dhyana. From seven to eight p.m.
again evarybody should assemble in the same room for
kirtan. The routine is being followed. People from all over
have arnved with their familias to see Ma. These who cauld not
be accommodated in the ashram have hired rooms nearby.
Ma's speech is now no longer Indlstinct, When questioned she
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says, "'l am parfectly haalthy.” Her conversation reflects her
blissful state but her body continues to remain helpless.

Nepal Dada said, "'Ma did not speak much about Jyolish
Dada’s illness. But once she did mention, 'Jdyotish's illness
started on the journey. Khukuni served him greatly—she even
gave up food and sleep to serve him.' She only made this one
statement about his illness and never spoke about it again.
But during conversations Jyotish Dada’s name was mean-
tioned at times. Blren Dada, Nishi Babu, Sushila Mashima,
Devidutt, Juthika Choudhury and others are with Ma." This is
the gist of what | heard from Nepal Dada.

We have come to Kashi on Ma's instructions.  Swamiji
does not go anywhere without Ma's permission.  Whenever
she tells us to go or stay anywhere we do our best 1o obey
her implicitly. In a couple of days' tme we shafl return to
Vindhyachal.

Nepal Dadatold us about ancther matter. The brother-in-
law of Raja of Askote, Rana Sahibt, lives In Kashl. He had mat
Ma twice during the journey to Kailas. When he came down
from Askote this tima, a friend asked him jovially, "What new
sights have you seen? Rana Sahib replied, "l saw &
Bengali Mataji named Anandamayi Ma. Brother, | can never
torget the look it her eyes. She seems to snatch away every-
thing from within, | have never seen a thing like this before!”
The frignd who spoke to Rana Sahib is the renowned Dr.
Gopal Dasgupta of Kashi. He namated this conversation to
Nepal Dada.

Hearing this ! was reminded of something that Ramratan
Babu had said. He had written, “In Birla Mandir | would stand
far away and Jock &t Ma because the crowds were 5o large
there was no way of getting near her. What a beautiful form!
| wasn't satiated with the sight though | gazed with rapt

T
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attention. Many women beautifully dressed and ormamented
were seated around Ma but none could compare with Ma's
beauty. Ma wore no ormament yet she seemed 10 possess
an entire reasury of beauty. Watching such a wonderful form
{ was enchanted. My words do not have the power to reveal
that." So many others have expressed similar sentiments.

This is about external beauty. From an outwardly point of
view Ma does not possess an apsara-like beauty but her form
which iz a combination of karma (action), jnana (knowledge)
and bhakti (devotion) is truly incomparable. How can it be
described in human language? Therefore many devolaes who
have tried to express this have ended up observing sdence.
Tears alone express their feelings to a certain exdent. Thig
oplnion of mine is not exaggerated—whosoever has seen
Ma will vouch for this. Sometimes Ma's eyes are bright,
steady and calm, with the effulgence of knowledge while at
ather times they acquire a half-closed drowsiness, immersed
In divine ecstasy. Then again she jokingly remarks, "Many
faces!” but this is no Joke, our Ma is truly many faced.

t heard more from Nepal Dada—"Ma opens her eyes
around nine thirty or ten am. and then her face is washed.
Theregicre after nine every morning seme people go into her
room start stroking her feet and cail out to her softiy so that
she opens her eyes. One day Ma said, ‘When | apen my eyes
af my own accord should you enter—do not come hefore
that.” The next day this was abeyed and Ma opened her eyes
anly atten thity a.m. and said, “Turn me over.” Then all the
people entersd her room and got ready to wash her face,
After drinking some water Ma said, ‘Make me sit up.’ One
person would make her sit up and sit supponting her back.
Four or flve minutes later she would lie down again and taik
1o everyone around till twelve noon. Then till four p.m. she
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would be left alone to rest in silence. Betwean four and eleven
p.m. many pecple would come and leave:; Ma would converse
animatedly with no sign of fatigue.

One day Ma was lying down with her paim turned upwardg
when ﬂepar Dada’s gaze fell upon her palm and he noticed a
cross sign on it. He blurted, "Ma, there is the sign of a cross
on your paim!” Ma replied scftly, “He also has a trident.” Then
opening her other palm she said, “Look, this hand also bears
the buw and arow.” Nepal Dada saw, |ust as she had
mentioned, that the marks of a trident, bow and arrow were alf
present. He also noticed a flag-like demarcation.

When he had gone to Dhaka, Jyotish Dada had sent a
doctor to Hariram in Dehradun for pursuing spiritual practices.
The doctor, jﬁhose name was Sushil, had passed medicine in
Dhak_a. He is now In the Dehradun ashram and Ma gives
special attention to him. He was told to sit in the mauna raom
upstairs for his sadhana and to get up for his meal at three
pm. alter which he was not to eat again at night. He was
obeying alf thesa rules for his sadthana. The room reserved for

mauna sadhana (a vatsaasana had been spread there) was
kept GlFISEd almost all the time. No pecple other than thosa
who wished to observe mauna and perform sadhana went
there. There they could sit quietly and meditate,

Thursday, September 5
Tomorraw we shall leave for Vindhyachat. T

to meet Gopi Babu; Nepal Dada also zarne withnﬁﬂcﬂgimnml
abc_:-ut Ma. Gopi Babu listened ta the description of Ma’s daily
activities with affectlonate interest. Last Monday Shankar-
ananc!a Swami, Bholanath and Manik went to Maridwar to
ofganise a feast in the memory of Jyotish Dada, but Nepat
Dada did not know whether the bhandara was ghrén or not for
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we left Dehradun on Monday morning. Gopi Babu made a
guess similar to what was in our minds saying, ''Probably after
the bhandara Ma will begin 1o eat food.” | told him, "Ma hasg
eaten twice after the death of Jyotish Dada.” To which Gopi
Babu remarked, “That's alright then! May be we cannol say
that Ma will eat after Jyotish Dada’s bhandara. Nothing can be
said about why these people perform certain deeds. We only
view them externally and ventureto guess thal perhaps Ma's
present bhava is a consequence of Jyctish Dada’'s deaih.
Surely such an estimate made by us iz of no value.” | said, “Ma
does not agree that her present state is a result of Jyotish
Dada's death. In fact when anyone suggests i she refutes
them.” Gopl Babu agreed, “That is right. Ours is anly a
guess.”' | added, "Ma's fasting is not new. 1 have seen her
doing it even earlier. Her remaining lying down litelassly is also
not new. But this bhava has not occurred for a lang time; our
minds are also weak bacause of Jyotish Dada’s death, there-

fore we feel afraid.”

Friday, September & - )

Today we returned to Vindhyachat. We found letters from
Juthika Devi, Bholanathand Manik awaiting us. There was not
much news that we did not already know. Ma is slightly better
and tumns over of her own accard. She isalso ableto maove her
limbs. She still drinks water, eats no food but speaks well. A
shandara is 1o be glven in Almora in the memory of Jyctish
Dada. Devidutl has been put in charge of that. The kurfa on
Ma's body has been cut and opened and a piece of cloth has
been used to wrap het body. She has sald, 4t is difficult to
remove or put onakurta at this time. When | get up | shall wear
oha—_now lat this remain.” The last of their letters was dated

August 31.
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Nepal Dada told us that white referring to the Kailas trip Ma
had said that father (Swami Akhandananda) has suffered the
mast from breathlessness. To which Nepal Dada replied,
“He has been suffering from a heart problem for 2 long time.”
Ma said, "No, Baba never had any heart problem, he only
became breathless when he climbed to that height_when we
dascended his breathlessness gradually diminished. His heart
was not affected at all. He has practised breath control for 5o
long--daes that not have any effect? That is the reason why
even such exertion did not harm his heart. Baba did have a
heart problem, but on performing yogic Ariva according to
Ma's instructions he had overcome that problem as has been
mentioned earfier. Ma had told him. “| have never before
explained breath contral in this manner Lo anyone else. | have
tofd only you and you are practising it regularly. Perhaps you
had the samskara in you and therefore you were told about it.”

Actually Baba had been practising such kriva even earlier
but as it was being done without proper guidance it was
actually causing harm. Ma advises different people in different
ways about krijya, but in great confidence. Ma says, “What is
meant for one isdisclosed only to him, there is no need for
anyone elseto hearit.” Therefore all that has been imparted to
me about kriya and such other matters has not been written
down nor will it be written down. Perhaps many others have
been instructed in many ways but have been told 10 keap

k confidentlal. These instructions too may never be revealed.

Monday, September 9
' This aevening we recelvad a ietter from Biren Dada dated
Septamber 5, Thuraday. He wrate to Swamijl from Dehradun
saying, “This morning Ma drank some grape julce. The cond-
tion that { found her In when | came hers was indeed frighten-
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ing. Whatever that may be, her condition is now improving
rapidly. She moves her hands first and then her feet. Since day

" before some strength has returned to her back and she isabla

to turn over. Today she walked to the bathroom for aface
wash. Now ! shall give her a litle grape juice avery two haurs.
We shall gradually change her diet after observing her
condition. We are hoping that Ma will be graclous and that she
will soon return to nomal, We desire to collect funds for
purchasing two maunds of sweets 1o be distributed amongst

the poor. Do not worry any more.” )
In a letter dated September 6 Bholanath wrote, "l am
giving you some (ood news togday. Your mother at.ta some
ice from  Biren's hands. Biren had cooked the rice and
Chhabi's mother had cooked the vegetables. Today she
walkad a littie and had a face and hand wash. Manik, Shan-
karananda and | had been to Haridwar. Thirty seven Farama-
hamsasa have been setved bhandara at  Shrimat
Mangalagif's ashram. At another dharmashala we organ-
ised bhandara for dandis, brahmacharis and students. Girl
Mahara] is a very good person....” and so on.
- Ma lay down on Shukla Trayodashi Bhadra 3. Thursday
{August 22} and on Bhadra 17 {Thursday, September 5} she
has risen again.

Thurgsday, September 10

We isarnt from Bholanath's letter that after September &
Ma has resumed a normal diet—she began eating approxi-
mately on the elghteanth day after she had taken to her bed.

Friday, September 13 : .
| am recelving news about Ma regularly from Manik. Ma Is
keeping well. She only eats a small amount of faod. She only
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walks to the toilet and remains seated the rest of the time. In
the moring she has vegetables and tomato juice. At night
she is given scme milk with roff. Devolees have amived from
Calcutta, Moradabad and other places.

Sunday, September 22

We learnt from Bholanath's and Manik's letters that Ma
had told Juthika Devi and Manik 1o leave Dehradun and that
they have left. Ma was suffering from a stomach ache and
hence ealing very littie. This has again caused & set back in
her health. Now the only ladies staying with Ma are Sushila
Mashima and Ruma Devi. Laxmi Devi has alsn gane to the
asfiram. 3he cooks for Ma nowadays. Meanwhile we have
received news of the passing away of Kail Prasanna Kushari
and Nalini Babu (Baby Didi's husband).

Friday, October 4 )

Ma is well, we were informed. Many devotees from
Calcutta, Kashiand other places have gone to see Ma during
the Durga puja holidays. Ma keeps sitting mast ¢f the time.
When asked to walk a litle more she says, "I do not feel like
walking now. When | egl Hke it | shall walk."” Thera seerns lo
be a change in Ruma Devi._sometimas while repeating the
Mame she falls down unconscious.

In connection with this Ma said, "Ruma Davi had told me,
I have served a lot and performed many jobs In the ashram but
{ hava not yet attained peace. Thersfora | am golng with Ma—
now with Ma's permisslon, | shall live In solitude and do my
sadhana.' She had come here with this attitude. It is a very
goed mental condition.” And thus with Ma's grace a transfor-
mationhas taken place in her state very quickly-all are happy
to see that,

———— e g
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Thureday, October 17 (Vijaya Daghami)

For some reason we have been in Kashi since the last {ew
days, Bacchu and his mother have gone to Dehradun for Ma's
darshan. This time Durga puja commenced from QOctober 14.
O Ashtami day at four a.m. we went ta the Vishwanath temple
and saw a marvellous sight_fromthree a.m. the devotees had
been circumambulating the temple with the infention of com-
pleting one hundred and eight rounds. A railing separated the
women from the men. | was greatly impressed by their
devation. We visited some other temples as well, they werp
not all open but devotees crowded at the doorways. As
500N as the door was opened these pilgrims woukd enter for
dfarshan and then move to the next temple.

It was stif dark. We decided to return to Vindhyacha!
after Durga pufe.  Suddenly we received a tefegram sent by
Shachi Babu from Dehradun addressed to Baba, "Ma is
leaving for Haridwar on the night of Navami. Go with Didi to
Haridwar and mest Ma ™ Asno convenient train was available
today we decided to leave fomorrow.



Chapter Five

Friday, QOctober 18
We laft for Haridwar at eleven a.m.

Saturday, October 19
In the moming we reached Nanki Babu's dharmashala in

Haridwar and found that Ma had already reached there with
many others. When we entered her room she was lying owr.
Seaing us she asked, "Did you get the telegram?' Matri
darshan, and this line was spoken with her eyes shut. She
pulled the sheet on herself and remained lying down.

Baba Bholanath, Bhramar, Shankarananda, Asimananda,
Dada Moshai, Didima, Sushila Masima, Nishi Babu, Ruma
Devi, Bacchu and his mother, Shaghi Babu, Satish Babu,
Abani Babu and many Kashmirl devotegs had accompanied
Ma from Dehradun. Nani's son {Mankeshwar Raina) and his
entire family had been with Ma from the past two months. They
had also cometc Dehradun. Naren Babu, his family and Manik
were also present.

We heard that while in Dehradun Ma had gone 1o the
Bengali Hari Sabha on Manmatha Babu's recjuest, on Navami
puja day to see the worship, From there she went 10 Anand
Chowk to the house of Kashi Babu. As soon as she reached
there she declared, “Naw that | have come out | shall not return
to the ashram. All of you get ready to go to Haridwar by the
three p.m. train. So many people were with Ma and some of
them had not even had junch! Therefore afier much pleading
and praying Ma was made to agree o leave by the six p.m.
train and the whole group came to Haridwar by the six p.m.
frain.
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The devolees were seated all around Ma. Ma was made
lo have aface wash and drink some water. Inthe course of
conversation we discerned that Ma would leave Haridwar very
sopon. Right after drinking water she toid Akhandananda
Swamiji, “We have not met Mangalananda Giri after returning
from Kailas. Come, let us go immediately.” Hearing Ma’s
decision all the devotess got ready to go. The group went in
nearly a dozen horse carriages to Girt Maharaj's asfram in
Kankha!, Girl Maharaj had just finished (unchand was about {0
lie down. Normally at such a time he dogs not meet anyone
but shuts the doars and lies down. But seeing Ma he spread
an asana for her and asked all the others to be seated. While
conversing with Ma he told her, “Had it been any one othey
than you | would have laid down and not kept the door open.”
An hour was spent in joyful dinand then Ma returned to
the dharmashala with everybody.

Hariram and Lachmi from Dehradun and Srinivas from
Almora had arrived. A little eadier at eleven a.m. Ma callsd
Asimananda Swami and asked him in tront of &l of us, “Did
you want to take us to Narmada? At what time does the train
to Narmada lsave?" He raplied, “At eleven p.m.” Ma said, "Let
us go.” '

It was immediately decided which of the devotees would
accompany Ma. All could not go, for schools and colleges
had reopenad. Many retumed to Kashi and Caloutta.  About
fifteen of us went with Ma to Narmada by the eleven p.m. train.
Jnana Chandra Chattopadhyaya-of Mymensingh had gone
with his family to Dehradun for Ma's darshan. Not finding
har there they had all come to Haridwar 10 see her. They ac-
companied us Wi Delhi. Pancha Babu and Pankaj Babu with
their respective wives came to the Delhi station for Ma's
darshan.
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Sunday, Octoher 20

This morning we reached Delhi at seven a.m. . and at two
a.m. the followlng morning we reached Baroda. We motored
to a small station four miles away and spent the remaining
hours till daybreak. ltwas a moonlit might, & desolate spot, the
station was outside the city. Shachi Dada, Professor Naren
Babu and others found the place enchanting. The night was
spent in conversation.

Monday, October 21

This morning we boarded the train to Manmada at seven
a.m., changed trains again at eight am. and finally reached a
prace called Chandode onthe hank of the Narmada river atten
a.m. This place was known to Asimananda Swami. Many
peapte who had heard about Ma from him had greatly wished
to meet her. )

At the siation we saw a toy seller pushing his cart of toys.
Ma went and stood near his cart. | asked Ma, “Ma, what would
you like to have?” Meanwhile, Naresh Choudhury's wife
Juthika Devi came near us, pickad up a toy and placed it in
Ma’s hands. it was a rattle shaped like a maflet. Ma com-
mented, “This mace is here, conch {shanka}, discus {chakra),
mace {gada), and lotus (pagdma).” Immediately | picked up a
toy shaped hke a discus and gave it to Ma—she held on to it.
Bholanath gave Ma & cowrie shefl. Ma told me guietly, “A
cownie shell instead of aconch.” Then !t chose a round flower-
like toy to represent the lotus. Julhika Devi gave her two tiny
buckets and some other toys. Ma took them all happily.

We walked alittle distance and halted. Ma asked each one
which toy  he or she fancied and distributed the toys one by
one. The tays could all be made to produce sound; Shachi
Babu and Naren Babu played on them and started singing
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kirtan. Al around people gathered to watch the fun. Ma
laughed and said, "I see that you have started collecting
crowds!” We followed behind Asimananda Swami after all
1hese activities.

We walked some distance and reached Yishnudas temple
where Ma was to stay. Asimananda Swami had stayed there
earlier. it was aVishnutempla. The slory goes that a certain
person had cbtained a tiny idol of Vishnu in his dream and
installed it there. Laler the present, digger idol was installed.
The temnple was spacious. A mahant and some temple staff
were present. A number of rooms had been built adjacent
o the temple. We were given rooms upstairs. The rooms
were arge but the floors were of mud. We all bathed in the
Narmada river and returned to have Vishnu's prasada which

. consisted of excellent rice, vegetable, pwr/, haiva and pickle.

Pillgrims are served prasada at no cost in this temple. There is
a latge estate on whase income the temple is  being
maintained. Na one is allowed to leave without being served
prasada. Any sannyasi or householder is freeto live here for as
long as he likes. Many students five in the temple as well and
they are alsp given prasada.

After the meal we all lay down to rest and so did Ma. Ma's
face looked very thin. Till now sha had not been walking much
but now she had resemed walking. Externally she seemed to
be in knefettle. Entering the temple she said, “Listen, we had
not heard that we would be coming to a Vishnu temple, but
because | was going to visit a Vishnu temple, the shankha,
chakra, gada, padma game had started in the station!”

Some cofiversation that ocourred in the train is warth
recording, 50 | amwriting about It. Naren Babu had said, "1
have read somewhere that God once said, 'l am not hesilant
to grant liberation {mukdl), | hesitate to give devotlon (hhaitl)'
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The import being that devotion is the greatest.” Ma replied
“Pure Devation lies within, Perform sadhana to attain Her,
She will reveal the final decision {mimamsa) in your heart.
There is none other than tha One.” -

Ma continued, “A Kashmiri lady sang kirtan with the Mame
‘Ma, Ma". Someone asked her, ‘You are not a worshipper oi
Shakti. Why ther do you sing Ma?' This upset her but she did
not have the colrage to come and ask me herself and sent
Kashi 8abu’s wife Lakshmmi (of Dehradun) to find out, | sent for
her ar_ld said, 'Look here, if you firmly believe that you have
been initiated with a Rama or a Krishna mantra and that you
shc_]uFd not repeat any other Name but that, then abide by your
belief. Everything is contained in that Name. But thinking about
it from another angle, some call God as Mother, some as
!:ather or Friend. Whoever fancies a particular relationship
is free to call God in that way. Fromthat standpaoint taking the
Hz_ame, ‘Ma' is lika invoking God, no faultiies therein Hearing
this, her doubt was cleared."”

Shgchi Dada had read about an incident in the life of
Gambhirnath Babaji, which had occurred long ago.  Once
Babaji had spread his asana on the bank of the Narmada river
for some days. A snake visited him daity. Whenever Babaiji's
:;yes met the shake's gaze, Babaji would go into samadhi. At

e same spot a sannyas/ had practised tapas ena
for twelve years and had now gone away forgorr};: ti:ﬁe, I: f:;
a!:laence of the sannyasi, Gambhirnath Babaii had establishad
his own asana at the same spot. When the saghu returned
and heard from Babaji thata snake had been visiting him
everyday_r, the sadhu was astonished and exclaimed, Y have
been doing tapasya for the last twelve years just to attain the
a_::'arshan of this snake, but | never once got to see it. You are
indeed very fortunate to have had his darshan!™ After reading
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about this incldent Shachi Dada had had a keen desire 10
have Narmada darshan.

This morning in the train Shachi Dada had been sitting
very guietly when Ma remarked, “Why, you are sitting very st
like Gambhirnath Babaii himself!"' Hearing this, Shachl Dada’s
heart was moved by a sirange feeling; coming tothe tempie he
told Ma, “Ma, | was very surprised at your remark. | feel you
said that purposely to remind me of Gambhirmath Babaji, for
it was mainly because of reading about him that | had the
desire to come tcNarmada. Today having reached the hanks
of the Narmada you have reminded me of that incident.” Ma
smiled sllghtly.

Qn the way many such incidents occurred. In cormaction
with the descent of incarnaticns of God, Ma said, "From ona
stand-point all people are avataras fincarnations). ¥ you
ignore that view the question arises as to where the incarna-
tions appeared from. In the answer to this it is said—the
manifestation of the formless (mirguna) and that of one with
form (saguna). When saguna and nirguna are manifested
simultaneously an avatara appears. Just like the seedling of
atree—a plant and then atree emerge from that seedling but
in the seedling state the colour and form of the tree are nat
reveated. When the seed remains in contact with the soil the
seedling is formed and gradually the plant, the tree, the
flowers and fruits appear. Simitarly with the combined rnani-
lestation of saguna and airguna, the avatara Is born and
therefore both these aspects can be observed in the avatara.
Agaln, see how wavy the surface of the ocean is but in the
dopths of the ocean there are no waves. The watef is calm,

steady and unwavering there. Similady in the /fa of an in-
catnation bolh mobile: and immobile facets are percep-

tible.”
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[ asked, “Sometimes we have secn that by your grace a
patient has recovered from an illness. Yet your body has nat
sufferad that illness. If the illness has not been manifested
anywhere, where has it gone? The fruit of the actions of the
patient hasto be borne by scmeone. By absorbing the sins of
Jagal and Madhai, Sri Chaitanya had become black.” Ma
repiied, "See, sometimes you pecple must have observed
that the disease has been absorbed and suffered by this body.
Then again, a disease can be transforred from one body to
another. It Is not necessary to keep it within oneself alone.
Sometimes this body has suffered a minor liness; at other
times there has not been the slightest sign ofit. The reason far
this is fire which burmns everything to ashes- without leaving tha
faintest sign. Everything is possible.”

In connection with inltiation | asked, “'About your initia-
tion people ask, ‘Why was it like that? Was thete any
particular advantage of its being that way?' Ma replied, “It was
of no use, yet, it passed over the body as everything else
that has happened. Therefore during Jhulan Purnima when
some such thing had occurred Bholanath had enquired, ‘Has
otksha taken place?' | replied, “Yes, during childhood,
conversations with trees and plants took place. So many kinds
of words emerged from this body; later invocations were
Uttered which you heard. Diksha was similar, # was 3
spontaneous manifestation within andg just as everything else
had ermerged, so did that, "

| asked, “Alright, Ma, you often say, 'The body was lying
here, | went somewhere else, Ferhaps you all desired itand so
it was possible for the body to return from elsewhere.” Where
doyou go? Just as it is hecessary for you to return here, there
must be some teason for your going there.” Ma replied,
"See, many possibilities exist. An exit can be made from either

oM
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the top half or the lower half of the body. In addition, any of
the nine doorways {navadwara) can be used to feave this
body. Then again, any spat is usable like the toe, the root of
a hair or trom within a hair or through the Brahma randhra
(central pore of the palate) it is possible to go out. All are
infinite and so s this,”

I said, “When you go away somewhere, do beings come
from higher planes of gonsciousness {fokas) to take you away?
Qr do you go by yourself to achieve your purpose. Ma said,
“Sometimes | am beckoned and taken away just as you all
take me and | go with you. Then again at times, as you must
have observed, while | am seated, speaking to youand no one
has called me | suddenly get up and go to some other place.
Perhaps something had been occurring there which was
being hidden from me and my reaching there uncovers the
secret. That day my sudden visit to Mangala Giri's ashram
without his calling me also had its own purpose. Only ta
achieve some purpose are all deeds performed. But they are
only your purposes or the jack of them. Yet for all outward
appearances nothing is apparent.” Bholanath and Ma have
bath explained this, ‘What is not, has been understood.’
Meaning to say that this world of enfoyment that we sas is what
we think is worth knowing or understanding—we think we
know #—but that knawn world is nothing, that is, it is false.

Tussday, October 22

Today | shut the door and asked Ma and Bhotanath in
confidence, *! want to hear the true story about your
inttiations. These incidents are supremely purifying and very
auspicious for the world, Now if | do not hear the true details
of events from the two of yau, who else wili be ableto tell mg
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about it?” Then | heard the following description of the diksha

from the two af them.
On the appointed day Bholanath had deckded that he

would not take diksha and had gone 1o office without waiting
to drink water or eat anything. Ma sent for him Iwa or three
times but Baba did not return. Finally Ma sent word-. “Tell him
that if he does not come | shall go 1o the ©ffice myself.” The
messenger told Bholanath this. Bholanath knew Ma—he
knew that she was capable of doing anything, even making an
appearance in his office. Nervously Bholanath  returned
home to find Ma pacing up and down while invocations and
mantras were being chanted spontansously. As soon as
Bhotanath arrived Ma bade him have a bath and gave him dry
clothes to wear. When Bholanath had finished bathing they
both sat down on asaras. At that moment a bifa manira was
pronounced by Ma. She told Bholanath to do japa of that
mantra and explained whichever kriya he needed to perform,
as well. From that day Bholanath began repeating that
mantra. Ma also forbade him from eating meat and other non-
vegetarian foods unnecessarily and told him to live a pute and
clean life. He has been following these instructions implicitly.
This was the manner in which Bhalanath was inltiated.

The narration of tha events leading to Bholanath's diksha
had ngver been sc cleady and unreservedly revealed il
today. Fortunately, having heard it from both of them taday
| falt blessed and extremely grateful. The topic of Ma's diksha
came up betwsen them now. | shall write whatever | heard
about that from Ma's divine lIps.

"At first, one’s father and mother are one's gurus. One
day father said—'It is good to take the Name of Hari'. After
many days | bagan taking the name of Harl asa consequence
of the guru’s orders. As a result kriyas occurred In this body
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during kfrtan—which you have witnessed and heard about.
Then came mamiage. The mother of this body said, The
husband Is the Supreme gury.’ Whenever this body has
played the game of seating anyone in the place of the gury,
there has been complete submission of his hands—there was
no play of one's independent desires after that. Whatever the
guru commanded was executed by this body with no further
thought. Then such Arivas occurred within this body on
hearing the Name of Hari. Bholanath once said, ‘Lock, we
ara not Vaishnavas. It is not right for you to experience such
bhava during the chanting of Hati's Mame. We are Shaivas
and therefore it is not proper for youto behave thisway.” Ma
asked him with the innocence of a chiid, “Then what shiould
1 da? Should | repeat, ‘Jaya Shiva Shankara, Borm Bom Hara
Hara™?" Bhotlanath replied a lttle forcefully, “Yes, yes, do just
that!” Ma replied instantly, “Alright, then I shall do so.” At that
time there was no exdernal method by which the bijfa could be
ascertained so Ma began repeating that Name. In that condi-
tion, Ma asked Bholanath ane day, “Shalli sit on the floor and
repeat the MName?" {During the night Ma would remain
seated on her bedding, immersed in bifrava). Bholanath never
disturbed her, From then onwards she began sitting down on
the ground to do japa. Ma would say, “Hartand Hara are One,
s0 the kriyas that were being manifested In this body earlier
were only enhanced by taking the Name of Hara" In this
mannear, probably at midaight on Jhulan Pumima day in the
manth of Shravana, Inthe Bengall year of 1329, Ma's diksha
oceurred aponianeously.

Ma said, “This Is the reason why | teli everyone right in
tha baginning—"Take the Name that you like. Follow the
gure's advice without hindrance.  Submit yourself ta the
gury’s will completaly. Let no desire of yours raise its haad.
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Watch--this will open the doorway of your heart. In Kaliyuga
the simple and straightforward repetition of the Name is the
bast method to reach the goal. This can achieve anything, so
It has been said. Do not think that if you have not hean initEéted
with & Sanskrit word, you cannot call aut ta God and that no
sacthana can be performed. You are seeing this body alright!
And listening 1o this viewpolnt. Is there only this viewpoini?
Whenever necessary everything will open up sportangously. |
have already told you—To enter intc a registry record, a good
name is required.” Take whichever Name you Fke at first.
Whenaver necessary everything else will follow. The meaning
of th_e word ‘bifa’ is—a special introduction. For instance
F:nnmcler he case where yout Name is known and nothing else
is Iknuwn, But just beckoning by using the Name serves 1o
bring Him closer and then all the necessary introduction ~an
be mada."

She continued, "That is the reason why | once told
Jyotish, ‘Before you sing &irtar in your ashram, sing the Name
Jaya Shiva Shankara Bom Bom Hara Hara' Since then Jyotish
had lhpse Names sung befare kitan. Even to this day that
Name is sung during arati in the Annapurna tample. I did not
fevea! to Jyotish at that time the true reason for having
instructed him in that fashion.”

Ma explained, “The bija exist within the Name. Therefore
as tl:me Name |5 repeated the seed flowers. The Name exists
within the bjja as well. Everything exists within gverything
else. Its manifestation is desirable whatever ba the bfava and
whoaver may be the cause. Whatever may happen go on with
one practice, do not waste your time and breath uselessly.
Whatever vou do will bear frult. The same form will blossom.”

_Ma sald, “Hari and Hara are one and yst different.”
Again, regarding the Name “Ma"—~the ward ‘Ma’ first emanates
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from Ma's awn Lips. Therefore we observe that there is not the
slightest trace of sectarianism in Ma. All these matters had
not been revealed til now. Today, listening to Ma and
Bholanath in salitude, 1 was entranced. The extracrdinariness
of both their lives opened out before me.

In this conversation another important fact was revealsd.
The incident occurred as follows. In this world every avelard
and mahapurusha has been accompanied by a group of
people opposed 1o him so we have heard. Ma also has a
similar group and she says, “They are the ormaments of this
body.” Such a group of people once wrote a derogatory letter
about Ma, addressed to Bholanath. At that time Ma and
Bholanath were in Dehradun. Bholanath had replied 1o them,
“I married her {Ma) when she was twelve years arcl ten
months old. | know very well that to this day she is a purna
brahmacharini {completely celibate). Mot once has there
bean even the slightest trace of wavering in her behaviour
therefore | have allowed her to appear before the entire world
without any reservations.” On receiving such a sharp edged
reply from Bholanath, many amongst the opposing group
were quietenad. The doubts assalling the minds of many of
them were removed. We are all indebted to Bholanath
whose transparent straightforwardness has allowed us all to
hecomeacquainted with Ma’s extracrdinary fifa. Today again,
coming to know this about Ma, we bhave realised yet another
aspect of Ma's extraordinary nature. From some ordinary

happanings & great character stancds revealed—there is no
douhbt that everyone will try to appreciale that.

Therefore Ma says, "Whatever is necessary happens
within this body. | do not need anything, rmay be you paople
needed it and soa phase of sadhana was completed within
this body. The yegic knya that has been performed by this

,




130 SR SR MA ANANDGMAY]

body is exactly ke child’s play to me. 1 see no difference
between the two."” Hearing all this from Ma | felt numbed. Wha
can say all this in such a manner? We have only been playing
all along in the company of such a great Powerl And she has
also ringled with us in the same way and has played endless
games.

It was one p.m. when | apened the door. This morming
right after Ma woke up and drank water she began teasing
Bholanath about his trunk. Bholanath’s nature is childlike in
its simplicity. Watching this kind of diving filz between them
both, all were enchanted. Who can estimate how many
kinds of attitudes Ma assumes as she sports thus!

By three p.m. &ll had finished eating the prasada from the
Vishnu temple. Today was Kojagar Lakshmi purnima day
—some regulations are observed here ag well. There is a
special puja in the temple. We are unable to understand
Gujarati tha! is spoken here. Some of Asimanandaiji's dis-
ciples, who live here, had come for Ma's darshan. They said
they wolld take Ma to Ahmedabad where the Narmada lows
and also to some other places. Ma's uniform response was,
"Nothing is certain where | am concernad—whataver happens
will happen.”.

At five pom, we went ina boat on the Narmada river.
Swami Asimananda related the history of the templs on the
bank. We heard that many sadhus live on the river banks in
huts close by. About forty miles above in a temple of
Shulapaneshwari Shiva lingas are found in the waters of the
Chakra tirtha there. On the banks of the Narmada Is a
oharmashalz belonging to the Baroda kingdom, a Shiva
temple and alsoa Narmadeshwari temgple. We visited one of
the Shiva temple and went to the ashram of a sadhu, leaving
our boat at the ghat of the ashram.
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The present mahanta of this ashram is called Kaila-
sananda. His guruy  was Keshavananda the disciple of
Brahmananda. This Brahmananda was aiso the guru of
Balananda Brahmachari of Deoghar. Balananda Brahmichari
had spent fifty years of his life as a celibate in this place. Two
pictures, nne of Brahmananda and ane of Keshavananda,
wera hanging on the wall of the ashram. A Shiva temple and a
guest house were also part of the ashram. The residents tock
Ma to the Mahant's room, we also went along. The room was
decorated with royal splendour—even the houses of rich
peofle rarely sport such decor. Ma spoke to the Mahanta for
sometime. He requested us all to partake of prasada; whehwe
refused he had milk served to us. Satyanarayana and Chandra
ptya were in progress as it wasa Kojagarpumima day. Fresh
rice was cooked, offered as bhoga and a litle prasada was
served to each one present. We observed the similarities
between some customs amongst Gujaratls and Bengalis.
The ashrams hare are called kutira. The Mahant pressingly
requested that we have prasada in his kutfra some day.

We retumed at eight p.m. in the boat. A beautiful atmos-
phera prevailed on the Narmada at that hour. Ma sang while
we weie salling back, "Harl Namer Tor Bandho 8hai",
meaning, “Build a boat out of Han's Name, breother.” We
listened to her enchanted. The tirme, place and context were all
lovely. We retumed to the Vishnudas dharmashala at ten p.m,
Ma sat in the verandah for a very long time. The temple idol
was brought outside and decorated claborately. Kirtan was
sung and aratf performed. Attenthirty p.m. everyone received
prasada. Tomorrow we ara to visit Vyas, Anasuya and other
r‘aces by boal. Here travelling by boat mainly at night as the
hoals ara not covered and travelling In the hot sun s
uncamfortable. 1t was late when Ma and tha rest of us slept.
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Wednesday, October 23

Ma woke up late. The Mahanta of this temple indulges
in no luxuries and Jives a very simple life. The Inmates of this
math have been very hospitable andwe are not experienc-
. ing any inconvenlence at all. We heard that people of alf
religions are welcomed here.

At four p.m. we left by boat for the thip o Vyas. We
reached Vyas before sunset—-it was quite a desolate spot.
Many temples and ashramas were situated onthe island. Vyas
lies near cne bank of the Narmada while Shuka Devi is sltuated
near the other bank. At Vyas we went to the Lakshmi
Narayana temple. A Gujaratl agnihotri brahmin llves thera
with his famlly. AH of us liked the place very much. Bholanath
walked around and reached the hut of the agnihotr. No
provisicns are available here, yet the temple priestess cooked

some khichdi and served the guests. The place looked beau-

tifui in the moonlit night. Custard apple treas grew abundantly
all around. We spent the night there. Ma developed a pain
in her throat, her body was not fedling too well.

Thursday, October 24

Having bathed in the Marmada and had darshan of the

spot where Vyasa had parformad penance we went 10 see the
place named after Yyasa's wife, Anasuya Devi. We reached
gt ane p.m. That place also had many temples. Itis believed
that the mud from this spot, when smeared on the body, can
cure leprosy. A leprosy hospital is also situated here. A
Bengali genfleman had installed a very beautifl image of Kali
here; the image has been preserved even after his death. A
- temple of Anasuya Devi and a big banyan tree were two of the
many things we saw here. We left at eleven a.m. and reached
Chandode by seven pm. No ohe had had any food. After
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bhoga was offered In the temple we recelved presada at nine
p.m, We are all spending our days enjoying great bliss in Ma's
company. Shachi Dada and others were saying, “Today we
did notfeel hungry at all. Which power isthis which gives us
the strength to overcome the force of habits so well formed?”

Friday, October 25

At faur p.m. we left for Ahmedabad with Ma. Three ar four
people had come from thereto escort Ma. We spentthe night
in the Baroda station. Barcda is a very well laid out city. We
shall leave for Ahmedabad by the seven a.m. train tomaorrow.

Saturday, October 26

We travelled by the seven a.m. train and reached Ahme-
dabad by one thirty p.m. Here, many devoted disciples of
Swami Aslmananda, who had heard about Ma from him, had
been worshipping Ma’s picture. Hearing that Ma was amiving
today. many people had come to the station. Ma was
garlanded profusely. We were accommodated in a oher
mashala close 10 the station. Many people came for Ma's
darshan. Aswedo not understand Gujarat!, It was very difficuit
lc converse with them and we had to depend on their
marginal understanding of Hindi to make ourselves under-
stood. Asimananda Swami has managed to learn some
amount of Gujarat, : .

The people here are very simple and devout in their belisfs.
Onelady had been having dreams for two months in which she
had had Ma's darshan and alsc heard Ma speaking. That
seemed oxtremely remarkable. She sakd she had seen Ma and
many of us in her dreams and could recognlse us when she
actually saw us now. She also said that she had become
aware of the throat pain that Ma had devetoped in Chan-
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dode, she had even foretold the date of Ma's arrival. Mow
having met Ma the lady did not want to let go of Ma and sat near
her throughout the day.

in the evening Asimananda Swami took Ma and the rest of
us across tha Saraswati river to the house of his devotee,
near Gandhi Ashram. On the way back we saw an ashram
where a large number of sannyasis live. It had threa or four
large courtyards. Weretumed 1o the dharmashala after these
visits. A doctor from here had gone to Chandode to fetch Ma.
Many peopte stayed on till ten p.m. Cnly after Ma said that they
should go and rest did they leave. A couple of people stayed an
in the dharmashaia.

Sunday, Ocitober 27 :
Ma woke up early. Shachi Dada was 1o leave for Calcutta.
Before leaving, he spoketo Ma in private for some time. In the

evening Haridas Sadhu of Dhaka and anothr sadhu arrived.

‘They sang kirtan. We ail stept around midnight.

Monday, October 28

In the evening some Gujaratis come to seek Ma's advice.
At first kirtan was sung. Bholanath, feeling inspired, danced out
of sheer Joy. After kirtan averyone settied down to hear Ma
speak. Ma had a severe pain in her throat. Yat, paying no
attention to. the pain, Ma spoke to the people for about an
hour much to their delight.

The people here have arranged to get Ma's sayings
printed In Gujarati. Ma’s simple and straightforward advice
has charmed their hearts. In the evening the ladies of Shri
Ammalal's househcld came and escorted Ma to their house
where they seated us all in their garden and arranged for
refreshments. Their enormous guest houses and cattle shal-
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ters are worth looking at. They repeatedly requested Ma 1o
stay in their guest house but Ma said, “We are not cefain
about how iong we shall stay here. lfwe stay an we s'hall_ 508
what happens.” The ladies who were spiritually inclined
wanted to ask Ma some questions and they decided to fake
Ma again ta their house tomorrow rorning. Ma and the rest of
us slept around one thirty a.m. -

Tuesday, October 29
In the marning the Gujarali ladies artived and took Ma and

e to thelr placs. We drove far away in a car. The car was
parked at some spot and the iadies bagan conwversing with
Ma. When Ma was asked whether a Guru was necessary or
not she said, “You accept gurus from the time you are born.
Mather, father, teacher, in fact, whoever has laught you
anything, s a gury. A cause is necessary for any action.
Similarly, to attain any knowledga a guru is necessary.” Again
in the course of conversation she said, “Nothing can  be
achleved without action. Action has to ba perfarmed. In
order la cut off impure bondages, pure bondages have to be
cuitivated. Just as when a knot in the ¢loth has to be removed,
you have to attentlvely open it out with your fingers, Al work
is like that™ and so on.

After conversing we returned to the dharmashala at eight
a.m. Two Parsae ladies who are teachers by profession, had
come to see Ma. We heard that they had asked Ds. Mahendra
Sarkar of Calcutta, “Have you seen any genuine Mahatma?"
He had replied, 'l have seen many Mahatmas, but after
seelng Anandamayi Ma of Dhaka | felt very happy. | am
gonvinced that she is established In complete bliss.”

Mearing his words these two ladies had developed a great
desire to see Ma: having had Ma's darshan they felt extremely
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happy. Ma spoke to them. One of them said, “Mataii, | do not
like any form of symbolic warship. What is the means of
steadying the mind?" Ma replied instantly, '"Very well, you si
quiatly and concentrate on your breath - there is no need to
do anything else. Inhalation and exhalation are your sym-
bois.” The lady was extremely pleased wilth this reply. After
s0me more conversation they took Ma in their car for anoLting.

Many people have got logether to offer bhogatoMa. They
wha do not even understand the language that Ma speaks
in, or perhaps undersland a tittle Hindi, are now unreservediy
accepting Ma as a Goddess, seeing her form. They all say,
“We are blessed to have had Ma's darshan.” By noon Ma saw
Gandhiji's ashram and some other places and returned.
Bhoga was offered. Onthe way Ma had said we would Jeave
Ahmedabad today. Everyone reguested Ma to stay on. Today
many highly placed people came for Ma's darshan, having just
got the news of her arrival. They alt felt very sorry when they
heard that she was planning to leave today itself. Dr. Amba-
shankar and olhars had been unstintingly extending their
hospitality to Ma and her companlons. Seeing that she would
leave s0 soon they began expressing thair regrels.

Shri Kantilal and Shri Ratilal are two wealthy brothers who
are famous here, They pleaded with Ma to aliow them to host
her here. The Parsee ladies came in the evening and pressingly
entreated Ma to stay on. But Ma, with folded palms, smiled
and explained to everyone that she had to leave; we all got
ready to depart by the nine p.m. train. We too tried 1o expiain
10 the people around by saying. “If Ma has the kheyala not
evan a hundred obstacles can stop her from keeping to her
word!” We also tokd them, “Nothing is certain as regards Ma's
next move." Say someone comes to visit Ma in a car. Ma
would immediately ask him if thare was a train leaving and
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would say, ‘Baba, take me in your car to the station.” In this
manner she leaves suddenly. To a casual observer all this
doas not make any sense. Ma has been here for two or three
days and ignoring the pressing entreativs of the people here
she is setting out for Baroda whare we da not aven know
where she is going to stay. All requested, “Ma, if you do not
leave tonight and wait Ll tomorrow morning everyone will be
so happy.” Ma, however laughed and reptied, “If anything has
to happen it will happen, otherwise we will spend the night in
the station. Once the words have been uttered, | must leave
today.” Even countless barriers and mishaps cannot stop
Ma's iheyala. Many began to weep. Innumerable garlands,
cloth pleces and other offerings began pouring in at Ma's feet.
Some of tha Gujarati people sang invocations to Ma. Saiten

“Babu had arrtved with his family.

It was time tor the train but the tongas did not arrive. The
eves of ali those sitting in the room were intently focused on
Ma's form. Ma stood up and the peaple alsa got up to follow
her. Ma came out. Sailen Babu took Ma, Bhalanath and some
of us to the statlon in his car. All the people followed Ma to the
staticn. On the day that Ma reachad this place all these people
were unknown to us. During the last couple of days Ma had
attracted so many of them and was now on the point of leaving
the place. Groups of people thronged around Ma near the
train. Innumerable people were waiting eagetly to see herface
and hear her voice. They had practically buried her in lower
garlands. We began taking off the garland and putting them
round the necks of tha devclees. Asimananda Swami stayed
back. in this way Ma, the personification of divine spor,
completed her /ifa in Ahmedabad and set out for Baroda.
Devotees repeatedly begged Ma to visit Ahmedabad again.
This Is a strange ptace to us where we do not understand the
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local language at all, yet by Ma's grace the kind of love and
hospitality that we received here will remain in our memoary for
long. After having heard some piece of advice from Ma,
these peopls conskler themselves blessed. Some have said
that they would follow her 1o Baroda if she decides to stay
there for a few days.

At nine p.m. we set out for Baroda. We had no inkling of
where we would stay. Last time we had found that the
dharmashala was not suitable to live in. Baroda is a three or
foyr hours journey from here. The doctor's son Baldev had
agcompanied us. We feached Baroda around midnight.

Surprisingly 2 gentleman had already booked accommoda-

tion for us ina good dharmashala. There we found a big room
reserved for sadhus. The name of this building ls Chimanlal
Manlklal Dharmashala. It was onea.m. by the time we settled
down. Didima and Dadamoshai are with us.

Wednesday, October 30

Last night we heard a story about Ma's childhood. Ma
was then about four or five years old. She heard postry being
sung in the village. After the recitation was over she came
back to her garden, sat calmly uncler a tree and began
singing. But she could not even pronouncs the words properly
at that age. People asked her, "Why are therg tears in your
eyes? On being asked this repeatedly, Ma laughed and
mads them forget about the matter. Ma’s Dadamashai had
told many, ‘The wonderful bhava that | saw in her that day stil
remains etched in my heart.” On our request Ma thets narrated
other incidents from her past—how she did all her wosk with
utmost purity—or rather, how such work got done on its own.
When sha started offering bhoga, she would fetch water, grind
the spices and do all the other work herself. To the extent
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possible, bhoga used to be offered in great purity. In
Shahbagh also she used to offer bhoga. in that context, she
reminisced, “One day| sat down to eat and found that no food
was being taken in. The body was firmly established in an
esand. then japa was performed on each item.” | asked,
“Which japa was recited?” Ma replied, "The mantra that was
being repeated within was used o offer bhoga as weil.”
“Later in Bajitpur another interesting phase started.
Before every meal five morsels were kept aside. The meal was
then begun by putting a little food into the mauth five times. Do
you know when that happened? After six days of fasting and
onenight of sittingup.”' lasked, "Krivas involving the cupped
palm (gandtsha) must have occurred as well. While such
krivas were performed, were mantras also repeated along-
side? Ma replied, “Yes, mantras were also uttered simultans-
ously. For some days this went on and offerings were also
made but after that bhoga could ne longer be offered, the
bady would just drop down. When Bholanath was requested,
he would oifer bhoga. Rice used to be cleaned out grain by
graln for the bhoga. During a special pufa even the wood was
purified by sprinkling water mixed with cowdung overit. Tothe

extent possible, puja and all other rituals were performed with

purity.”

Thureday, October 31

_ In the evening we want 1o the city with Ma and went round
the Gaekwad palace compound. While setting out we saw a
car parked outside a house opposite the dharmashaia, Ma
laughed and sald, “Shall | go and ask the owner of tha car to
take me for a ride? He will surely take me foraride if | ask
him.” We had absclutely no idea as to whose house and
whase car they were. Hearing Ma’s statemant | laughed and
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replied, “You alene can do such a thing. Nothing is beyond
you.” Later in the evening a boy came to meet Ma and we
came to know that be lived in the house oppasite the dhiar-
mashala. The house belonged to the owner of the dhar-
mashata and the bay was his nephew. Matold me laughingly,
“Khukuni, this evening | had spoken about this boy's car and
now he has come hers himselt.”

Today a couple of people came to see Ma. A woman
had been employed towash the vessels. She looked at Maand
asked me, “Who is that lady?” | replied, "Mataji.” She
remarked, “That i obvious from the glow on herface." She
spoke a mixture of Gujarati and Hindi. The paint of writing
about this is only to iflustrate that the extraardinariness of
Ma's countenance atiracts the attention of gven the common
individual,

Friday, November 1

in the moming the owner of the dharmashala arrived
along with his family and told the manager to look after us
with special care. As per requlations, a three day stay in the
dharmastiala is allowed. We could not figure out whether Ma
would stay on or leave after three days but of course we
wolld have to quit these premises. However today the owner
of this dharmashala came for Ma's darshan at the opportune
moment and said, “No regulations are imposed on the stay
of sadhus and mahatmas. Ma can stay for as long as she
likes.” Ma jaughed and said, “See, God Himself makes all the
ngcessary arrangements. Whao called the owner to come and
organise cur accommodation at the right moment?”

Rukmini Bai, who had met Ma during Ma's previous visit 10
Baroda, came today to see her, accompanied by a couple
of Gujarati ladies.

rﬁ_ )
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One person asked Ma, “Do previous birth exist or not?”
Mareplied, “They do. But only those who have the samskaras
for previous and coming births have repeate:: Dirths. Those
who have no samskaras do not experience the cycle of re-
peated births. Each one's attitude depends on the stage at
which he is poised, he speaks accordingly.”

The person temarked, “Then it is better to be a Muslim
or aChristian for they have no samskaras to be carned over
from birth to birth—and therefore they do not experience the
eycle of births, whereas we Hindus do not have any idea of the
number of times we have come and gone.” Ma replied, “Then
will your mere desire to adopt such an attitude be sufficient to
release you from your samskaras? You possess samskaras
from the time of your birth. Look at it in another way, merely
by beinga Hindu or a Muslim does not help achieve anything,
s0 many Muslims have Hindu samskaras; and again, sa many
Hindus have Muslim samskaras.”

In the caurse of conversation the same person asked, s
darshan pessible or not? And if such a phenomenon does
exist, is it beneficial to have t?” Ma replied, “Surely it does
exist—-the experience Is exactly like my seeing you now.” The
person asked, "The scriptures declare that Brahman is
beyond knowledge (afneya), unmanifest (avyakia). If that is sc
then how can it be known?" Ma replied, “You have seen a
flower. | ask you, Baba, how was the flower?” You reply, 'Very
beautiful. The flower was fike this, likethatand 50 on.” Butthe
actual nature of the flower is not revealed by your description.
You have not been able to express precisely your mind's
actual impression of that lower. You cannot acquaint another
person about the exact nature of your experience using words.
You can only express a shadow of the reality because spgech
halts at a point and then returns, unable {o proceed further.
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Every wordly obfect is both manifest and vnmanifest. In the
same way Brahman=is also that which can be known and
simultanecusly that which cannot be known. All possibilities
are within Him." So saying she laughed. The man alsohappily
agreed, “You have spoken correctly, Ma.”

The next guestion raised was, “Are there yogis in
Kallyuga or not?"” Ma replied, “There are.” He said, "People
say that Kaliyuga is sa sinful that sadhus cannot survive.” Ma
explained, 'The three gunas are present in ali people in
different proportions. tn each person, the difference ligs only
in the dorminance of a certain guna. Simitarty in Kaliyuga there
Is still a shadow ofthe Salyayuga which will come rtext.” This
explanation made the man feel very happy and he accepted
it. He is highly educated. By midnight we all slept. Ma and
some of us slept in the verandah. Ma’'s health was not good
but she was conversing in a radiant mood.

Saturday, November 2

Ma awoke at eight a.m and Didima made her drink water.
Then Naresh Babu spoke to Ma in private. As 1 menticned
earlier, Baldev, thg son of the doctor in Abmedabad, was with
us. He has many good samskaras. This marning the owner of
the dharmashala came again and said he would take Ma out
at four p.m. At one p.m. bhoga was offered and then we rested
for sometime.

In the evening Masang kirtan--" Raghupati Haghava Raja
Rama, Patita Pavana Sita Rama. Jayatl Shiva Shiva Janaki
Rama, Jaya Raghunandana Jaya Siya Rama.” Her sweet
voice enchanted everyone and they sang along with her.
Even little children in the dharmashala |cined in the kiran.
Maresh Dada began dancing with joy. He always dances
while singing kirtan and we tell fiim, “Seeing your crazy
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behaviour none would beligve that you are a professor.”
Shachi Babu was in a similar state. Hewaouid reply, “When we
are engrossed in our work in Catcutia we donot behave in this
manner. Here, in Ma's company some sart of a madness
takes hold of us.” And truly his behaviour showed that he was
immersed in some sort af a drunken ecstasy. The irregularity
in diet and routine did pose a threat to their health while they
were with Ma, but they kept well. A satvik (pure) glow it up
thelr faces and a purifying change seemed tc make them
bioom,

At eight p.m. we went by Sethiji's car to the Rokamath
(Maruti) temple and listened to &irtan before returning at ten
p.m. We all sat down to eat with Ma and Bholanath and enjoyed
a meal of fried beaten rice, banana and cther snacks; we
retired Io bed around midnight.

Sanday, November 3

Ma woke at seven thity a.m. A Bengali gentteman who
halds a high post in the Railways, came for Ma’'s darshan
along with his family, Ma sat up and conversed with them.
Today Srimali Rukmini Bai sent ali the provisions for lunch.
Bhoga was offered at one p.m: after which Ma lay down to
rest. Today a Babaji of Navadwip came with Sethiji. He said he
would return in the evening 10 sing &/Man. He came at nine
p.m. Dadamoshai is an expert singer and as soon as he
started singing Babaji handed his sifar to bim. Dadamoshai
sang many songs and then Babaji also sang two or three
songs. At midnight we retired to bed.

Monday, November 4
Ma awoke at seven a.m. | washed her face and mads her
eatfruit. Last night the doctor from Ahmedabad arrived again
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and thls marning he sat near Ma and conversed at length. At
twelve noan bhoga was offered. Mrs Chalterjes (the wile of
the railway official who had corne yesterday) arrived in the
morning and sat near Ma. Her husband dces not believe in
sacthys and religious matters but she was pining for Ma's
darshan. In her anxiety to finish her household chores and
rush to Ma, she had misplaced her necklace. This only goes
to show how Ma can attract the minds of people within such
a short span of time. At four p.m. Ma was photographed. Re-
guction in Ma's walking has caused such a condition that
pven a shont walk makes her legs stagger. She just does not
have the mood 10 walk. Today she was taken to the ground
floor for the photograph. After the photograph was taken |
said. “Now that you have come downstairs, let us go for a
little strolt.” Ma said, “Let us go.” As we stepped out we met
Dikshit with the lawyer. He was coming for Ma's darshan arxd
had come yesterday as well. Seging Ma going out they also
joined us. :

We walked some distance and reached a Parsee temple
where the sacred fire Is preserved. Ma said, “Come let us
enter.” A beautiful garden had been laid out all around. As we
neared the temple we caught alovely fragrance which filled the
air. We met many Parsees. They told us that people helanging
1o other laiths are not allowed 1o enter their fire temple, tothe
extent that they are not allowed to even look at the temple
fiom outside. Oblations are poured into the fire twice a day.
However we walked all around and came out, .-

Today is rishna Chaturdashi {fourteenth day of the
dark fortnight); tomorrow is Deepavali and Kali puja. Divali
is celebvated on a grand scale here. We saw the doorways
and the stairs of the temple decorated with designs mage out
of rice paste. The fire temple was no exceptlon. |- was
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reminded of the Bengali afpana (painting with rice paste). In
Bengal, every home is marked with the footprints of Goddess
l.akshmi during the day of the puwa. Similar auspicious
markings are done here also. Aipana is traditionally used for
many auspicious occasions in Bengal. Finding a similar
tradition in this place, so far away from Bengal, we felt very
happy.

Today lamps have been it in every home. The clanging
sound ofvarious instruments isdeafening. On theway back we
visited the Chatterjee home and then returned to the dhar-
mashala. Ma said, "My legs stagger as soonh as | start walking
—there is nomood to walk.” We were worried to hear this. Her
face looks pate and thin,

During conversation this evening | told Ma, " have seen
you live without eating focd for many days. You haven't even
drunk water some days and yet your body was keeping well.
Now with even the slightast exertion your body seems to
behave strangely.” Ma said, “At that time the condition was
different. The kind of bhava that existed during childhood is
prevaillng again now. At that time Ma would call me and feed
me, | had no mood to eat at any ime. You people have
witnessed the bhava that existed in between. The reason why
the body kept healthy even without food was that at that time
enlightenment and the true nature, the stream of experiences
of a karma yogi, a bhakti yogi and a jrara yogi were baing
manifested within this body. Hatha yoga, Rafa yoga and such
other practices were all manifested within this body. But now
the bhava that prevails is that of a child. In those days the
body was served and now again it is baing sarved. 1n those
days the body was gradually growing in size and now it is
going the other way.” | sald, “After the itiness at Siddheshwat|
your heaith has been deteriorating. Aftar that illness even
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painstaking service has not been a™le o sef your haalth right.”
Ma said, “l do not stop anyone. but this is innate nature. on
finding opposition to its bhava such a form appeared.” Such
convaersation continued for some time. At ten p.m, we lay

down.

Tuesday, November &

No special incident occurred today. Tomorrow some
devotees will retumn ta Delhi ang Caleutta, Mashima and Nishi
Babu will stay in Haridwar il the Kumbha Meta. They were
sent to Haridwar. Tomorrow they will all leave by the nine a.m.
train. Ma said, “Look, you will go to Dakor won't you? See at
what time the train {eaves" Dakor has a hig Dwarakanath
temple as well as some other temples. We faund out that a train
leaves at seven a.m. for Dakor from here, reaching by tena.m.
Wadecided tolzave by that train. Annakoot will be performed
in the Dwarakanath temple tomorrow.

Wednesday, November &

Wwe sel out for Dakor by the seven a.m. train. Rukmini Bai
and her daughter Vijaya aiso accompanied us. They have
taken diksha from Bholanath. At the station we found that Seth
Punjilal was also heading for Dakor. He was vary happy to see
Ma. We reached Dakor at ten am. and checked into a
dharmashala called, “Vallabh Bhavan'. We set out at once o
saathe Vishnu mandir (RanachhodaRaiji's tempie). There we
bathed in the Gomati {a very large lake) and had darshan of
Ranachhoda Raiji before returning to the dharmashala.

Today is the festival of Annakoot. So on this pratipada
1ithi many people have gathered here from different places. As
soon as we returned 1o the dharmashala Ranachhoda Ralfji’s
child-bhoga of vegetable, milk and other items was brought
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and we ali received prasacla. Al two p.m. Annakoot (here
it s called Annatoot) was started. Though we were in g
strange place we faced no inconvenience thanks io the
presence of Rukmini Bai and Sethji. By Ma's grace all places
are rendered comfortable. At two p.m. we went to thetempla
to witnass the Annakoot ceremony but a  hige crowd had
gathered and the door was shut. After the door opened a
little later we entered. All the people reverently made room for
Ma.

Bhoga had been placed far the Lord ina very big room,
After bhoga was offered the curtain was raised. As soon as tha
doorwas opened the crowd rushed inand looted the prasady
_thatwas atemrible melee. In afew minutes alithe prasada had
disappeared. It was frightening to see the terribte form of each
person. We witnessed iiie whole scene and returned. Many
people, attracted by Ma's counienance, touched her fest.

In the evening Sethji took us to see the arati. In the
morning, on.everybody's request Ma had swiftiy gone through
the crowd, had darshan of the idol and come out immediately.
Now again, when all requestad her, she made her way through
the crowd, had a glimpse of the idol, came to an open space
outside and sat down. A lady who had met Ma for a short
time in Ahmedabad, draped a sari around Ma inside the
temple. People believe that Dwarakanath actually reside here
and that the idcl that now stands in Dwaraka was made much
jater, The original, ancient idol is this gne and his name is
Ranachhoda Rai|l.

Later in the avening we returned to the oharmashala,
Sethji had got a brahmin to cook lunch. Now a three rupee
plate of prasada was hrought. it was brimming with many
kinds of wvegetable preparations and sweetmeats. All ate
prasada joyfully. | had cooked my own meal. This Is Ma's




145 SRl SRI MA ANANDAMAY|

beautiful and orderly arrangement. At night we all slept around
Ma in the verendah.

Thursday, November 7
' Today sorne people went 1o touch the deity in the termple
as soonas they rose. Ma was still lying down and { stayed back
with her. After eating 2 meal we left at twelve noon o catch the
one p.m. frain to Baroda. At Baroda station we found Sri
Hariram Joshi waiting—he had taken a month’s leave to stay
with Ma. We returned from Dakor with sadhy Balajl. He
decided to take Ma to the Sri Krishna temple in Baroda. We got
into a bus and came to the dharmashala, deposited our
Juggage there and then wenl to the Sri Krishna temple. There
Annakoot had been celebrated with a large variety of bhoga.
The decorations were still intact. At the station we met Sii
Vidyananda Swami who is an exponent of the Gita_he is
farmous in these parts. Ma was made to sit in the Sri Knishna
temple. Narasimha Swami is the priest at this templa—we met
him. Balaji told Ma, “Ma, seeing your face we feit that you are
totally contented, However, if you accept a little prasada in our
cormpany, we shall fee! blessed.” Ma replied in her
characteristic mannet, "Baba, | had your darshan, | heard
words of truth from you, that is prasada in itself. ” He said, "]
asked you this as a farmality,” We retutned to the dharmashala
—thay gave us some prasada to take with us. Ma said, “Come,
let Us go to the banks of the Narmada. We shall go to Karnali
or Vyas." In Vyas there is a big dharmashala. Near Badhka
village thera is a place for sadhus 1o stay in as weli as
different places forhouseholders to stay in, we heard. Karnali
has a temple. The lawyer Dikshit had given us @ letter of
introduction for securing accommodation there. To stay in
Karnali, 2!l provisions have to be brought from Chandode. The
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same is true of Vyas where provisions have to be taken either
from Chandode or from Badhka. Ma said, '"We should manage
with whatever is available in any place. It isnot as if we shall
always live in cities where all facilities are available.” It was
declded that we would travel four miles te Gaya Gate
station tonight and leave by the seven a.m. train to Chandode
tamorrow. From Chandode we would have to go by boat 1o
Karnali. A resident of Ahmedabad pleaded with Ma to allow
him to offer bhoga to Ma the next day, sa It was decided that
we would leave aftar lunch at eleven a.m.

We received two. special news itiems from Hariram today.
Therewas a Muslim gentieman in Dehradun who used to meet
Ma everyday—he even wanted to accompany her to Haridwar.
He had written to Ma that during roza he wanted to stay with
her for forty days and that whenever he sits down 1o repeat
the Name of Allabh, he experiences the vislon of Ma wearing
a crown, hdding a trident in one hand and a drum {damaru}

_In the cther, looking at him stesdily. As he takes the Name

of Allah hae gazes at Ma's formintently. He also said, “"With
my eyas open, when |'am completely conscious, | can see Ma
seated before me as | recite the namaz. | da not see her when
she is moving about but | da see herwhen she is seated in one
place” and sa on. )

The other incident is about a French lady whom we had
met in Almora at the house of a German painter. Inthe day that
Jyotish Dada gave up his body and Mz was in a state of
samadhi, the lady had come and sat down near Ma for along
time, with her eyes shut. At thattime we had thought that she
was Spanish, now we came to know that she is French and
that she is married to an Englishman. She had brought him
to Indla but he returned to England as he was unableto stay
herg. She stayed on and spends her time maeting sadhus
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and saints. She has met Sri Aurobindo as also Sri Ramana
Maharshi of South India.

when this lady went to Dehradun o meet Ma she met
Hariram. Ma had aiready ‘eft Debradun by then. The lady's
name is Pentarose. The gist of what she told Hariram is this :
“| have seen many sadhus but the completeness that | have
seen n Ma is something that | have not sesn elsewhere. In
Almora when | sat near Ma who was Immersed in samadh, |
fell that Ma's body had acguired an enormous size. Thinking
that | was mistaken in my vision | opened my eyes and yet
Ma's enormous form continued to fill my sight. After some
time a glow as brilliant as the rays of the Sun emerged from
Ma's body; after paling down, the glow entered my body. |
began trembiing-Ma looked at me and | gazed back at her,;
then! became quieter. There was a large crowd of people.
After this there occurned a change in my condition. | believe
that Ma is ‘Paravidya'. | have seen the forms of Durga, Kali
and Tara within myself and | worship Tara. | feel that Ma is
Tara hersell. | shall obeywhatever instructions Ma gives me.”

Hariram had allowed her to sit in the mauna room in
Pehradun. She had a beautiful experience there. She said, "
saw Ma there again—in a large form with arms spread out,
calling out to all, as ¥ she were saying, ‘Why are you all
roaming outside? Come within me. Come into the Kingdom
within.” ”

When she heard from Hariram that Karmnala Nehry used to
visit Mawhom she held in great reverence she said, A French
friend of mine who knew Kamata Mebru toid me that Kamala
Nehru had once told him that she could always see a Matali
in frant of her eyes. She had told that friend a great deat about
Mataji which he had recounted to me. At that time | wondered
who this Mataji was and felt that if | could get her darshan once
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| would feel blessed. Now | realize that Mataji is none cther than
Anandamayl Ma. | shali write to my French friend about this."”

in a letter that thislady has writtento Ma, which Hariram
brought with him, her beautiful devotion and attitude are
reveaied. She wants to live with Ma for a few days Lo perform
sadhara and is willing to live according to Ma's instructions.
She has written thet she would make arrangements to follow
Ma regardless of whera Ma lives—on top of a mountain or by
the seashore.

Thete is another incident that § would fike to recount—today
as soon as we returned to the Sri Krishna temple Ma locked
towards the road and said, “Chatterjee Baba is going out for a
walk. Tall him to inform my Ma (that is, his wife} that we have
come.” This gentleman does not visit Ma often but his wife
has become extremely attached to Ma though she has known
Ma far just two orthree days. So we now began ciscussing
how we should call Chatterjee moshai. meanwhile, Ma stood
on the second floor and called out to him herself, “Baba,
please tell my Ma that we have come!” He replied, "She may
visit you just now.” . :

Their home was close by and in alittle while Mrs Chatterjes
had arrived. Hearing that Ma would leave the very next day she
began weeping like a child. Finally she said, “i could not
ungerstand Ma—-my mind was assalled by doubts and then the
doubts would ali flow past. | cannot understand Ma properly.
On the day before you went to Dakor | prayed fervently that |
should have a vision of Ma in the form of Sef Krishna. | had
spoken ta Ma at length. The next day she left for Dakor. | felt
so sad that | was surprised at the intensity of my own feelings!

Actually | never bow down before anybody. Whatever 1 do
not like | never say | do only because someone tells me to
say s0. Whatever that may be, thatday[wasin such a state
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that | repeatedly committed mistakes while cooking—| poured
oil into the vegetable instead of water and washed my hands
with oil_these sorts of blunders. My heart was in agony

because of being separated from Ma. Seeing my state my .

husband tried tc-talk me ot of it in many ways—but of what

help was that? | made an excuse of a headache and fay down’

in a room.

| kept repeating the name of God when suddenty | saw
—8ri Krishna had placed one foot on Ma's head and seemed to
wonder anwhom he was to place his other foot. Sesing this
form | was reminded of Ma and | realized that thiswas all Ma's
doing. A moment later that form had vanished. | prayed, ‘Ma,
show me that form just once more!" But then | could see it no
more and a keen desire to see that form again remained inmy
mind. | repeated, 'Ma, show me the form once more.” But |
could not see It again. What was all this?

| asked, “Did you see all this in your dream?" She replied,
"It 1 had seen itin my dream | would not have come to this dhar-
mashafa. |t was a real experience.” '

As she did not have her husband’s permission she had
not taken diksha. She had known Ma pnly for a short time. She
had only been conversing with Ma placidly every time she
came, buttoday she wept like a child for a long time. She has
no children. Ma told her, “! am your child. Therefore you weep
for me.™ _ .

Friclay, November 8

Today we finished eating and set out from the dhar-
mashala by tena.m. At Gaya Gate station, four miles from
Baroda, we boardede a train at elevena.m. We changed trains
to reach Chandode by three p.m. We reached the banks of
the Narmada and went by boat to Karnali. We reached before
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sunset and visited the Manobar Muralidhar temple there. The

priest of the tempte, Sr Gopalrao Balakrishnaji, had been

given a Jetter from Dikshit. This lace is situated at a distance

of two miles fram Chandade on the banks of the Marmada.

The spot was beautiful with a dharmashala surrounding the

Muralidhar temple. Nothing much is available here; all

necessary items had 1o be brought from Chandode. Khichdi

was cooked at night. Ma ate some boiled vegetables. We slept
by midnight.

Saturday, November 9

Yesterday we learnt that it isthe tradition here to stay at this
place for three or four days. The priest extended accommoda-
tion to us with great courtesy. He tokd Ma, “Stay here. | shall
very soon nake all necessary arrangements.” We occupied
two or thrae rooms spread on the ground floor and the first
fioor. The peaple accompanying Ma were Bhalanath, Aichan-
dananda Swami. Hariram, Dadamoshai, Didima, Ruma Devi
Naresh Babu and |

Sunday, November 10

This place Js very quiet. The temple stands on the banks of
the Narmada. Another dharmashala is also situated ciose by.
Some houssholdars stay nearby. Vessels and other necessary
items can be borrowed from the temple or the dharmashala.
On payment, servants are aiso made available; we do hot
experience any particular inconvenience. Gne shop sells
provisions like rice and da/. but vegetables and other ftems
have to be transported from Chandode. The brahmacharis of
Vishnudas temple came from Chandode to see Ma., They
asked why she had not visited their temple. The Mahant of
tha temple had tegretted It and had sent word. Ma's body is
very weak and yet she keeps moving about. At night while con-
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versing Ma suddenly laughed and wept as suddenly. Seeing
this we were all worried. ' '

Monday, November 11

At nine am. Ma awoke. She was very grave and the
surroundings were also looking utlerly peaceful. At eleven
a.m., after a meal, Ma lay down ta rest, Last night Ma suffered
a stomach upset and she sat quietly for a long time—then she
slept for the rest of the night. At two p.m. a brafimachari from
Ahmedabad came to meet Ma. He offered flowers and fruit at
her feet and then offered pranama. On enquiring we found
that he had been living in an ashram on the banks of the
Narmada for the past thirty years. His name is Ramanial, He
pressingly requested Ma to visit his ashrant. As soon as he
saw Ma he remarked, "Oh! t am seelng Narmada Herself. |
am receiving your garsfian as the rasult of many meritorious
deeds. Even placas of pilgrimage long for the sight of sadfhus
and mahatmas. Therefore | pray that you stroll  along the
hanks of the Narmada and bequeath your gracious gaze all
along. My ashram |s close by.” At six p.m. Ma got up and sat
on a terrace next door.  She conversad with devotoes who
wera present. Befare sunset | fed Ma some boiled vegetables.

Tuesday, November 12 '

Attep a.m. | woke Ma and washed herface. 1then fad her
roii and vegetables. Ma sat up and talked to Maresh Babu.

Around four p.m. when all were conversing with Ma the
topic of Ramna Ashram came up. In Bajitpur Bholanath had
once said, "l wish to build a house.” Ma had immediately
tesponded, "You have a house of your own. The house bhe-
longing 1o so and so in Dhaka is yours.” She then mentianed
the name of the owner ¢f 2 house in Dhaka. Later when the
Ramna Ashram was built an examination of the title deeds of
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the ownes showed that a man having the same name had once
owned that spot.

In one corner of Ma's little room, to the South, a coconut
tree sapling had been planted to provide for the pot during Kali
puia. This had been done according to Ma's instruclions. in
connection with that Ma now said, “Some incidents occurred
related to that which are known to Bhupati Babu. You can ask
him about them.” When the temple was being constructed
many samadhis were uncovered as the spol was being dug
to lay the foundation. Three samadhis were found under the
temple and one in a comner owtside the temple. Below the idol
of Shiva was a samadhy In the sitting position. Swami Akhan-
dananda had picked up a bone from the spot and told Ma,
“Ma, may| keepihis with Ma?"” Ma had replied, “lt may not he
taken into the hame of a householder, therefore it would not
be right to take it." In connection with that incident Ma now
said, “Many others were present—but it was Baba who went
and picked up that bone—again it was he who instalied Shiva
at that spol."” So saying she Jaughed. Who knows the
implication of this statement?

Once Ma waslying on a blanket in a small room in Ramna
Ashram while Bholanath was comfortably asleep on a cot,
with a mosquito net. This was at a time when Ma had just
recovered fram aniliness and Bholanath was unwell and they
had just gone to Ramna Ashram. Suddenly inthe middle of the
night Ma sat up and told Bholanath, "Get up and sleep on my
bedding while | sleep on yours.” Bhelanath obeyed with the
effect that Ma siept with head pointing norihward and Bhola-
nath slept with his head pointing southward. Ever since, Ma
has always stept in that direction. Now Ma’s photograph  has
heen placed at that sopt. Ma slept on that bedding for thres
days. Then she had it removed and lay down an a blanket
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spread on the ground. From then anward, both Ma and Bhola-
rath stept on a bianket each. Later when Ma sat there she saw
the skelstal form of a person and also saw his samadhf in the
notthern direction. It was later revealed that that was a body
possessed by Jyotish Dada in a previous birth. Thae samadhi
of Jyotish Dada’s previous birth was found exactly at the spot
where Ma's bedding was spread.

At thres p.m. today the brahimachari whom we met
today, Ramardalji, came te take Ma to his ashram. A lady came
with him. She 1s his disciple. She has constructed the ashram
for her gury, Her parents also live in the ashrarn with her qury.
The name of the ashram is Ramanikashram. She halls from
Bombay. She left her husband seven or eight days aker her
wedding and turned to this life. Therefore Ramanlalji says she
_is an incarnation of Mira Bal.

They tock Ma and ali of us to their ashram. The ashram
was very beautiful, right on the banks of the Narmada, Alf the
residents lived on the ground floor. The first floor had two
roomsand a terrace which were reserved for sachus to live in.
A Gita Mandir befonging to Swami Vidyananda (who pro-

pounds the Gita) is right next to this ashram. The temple that

wo are living in is surrounded by dharmashalas occupied
by many people. Whosoever wishes talive on the banks of the
Narmada hasto givea monthly rental of one ruoee and can live
here for the whole lifetime. in Chandode thers is plenty of
accommadation in Takamji's temple and Vishnudasji temple
{where we are put up). We heard that alongthls length of the
tiver, the greatness of Narmada and Rarachhoda Raili are
particutarty tangible. We spant some time In the Ramanik-
ashram and then left. The brahmachari took us alt around,
showing us the place where he slts for sadharna. He felt very
happy about Ma’s visit.

Hin
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Ma returned and sat on the small terrace, conversing with
those present. After four p.m,, inihe course of conversation,
the subject of Jyotish Dada'y uannyas in Manasarovar came
up. Ma said to me, “You know about my necklace which was
given to Sharada In Dehradun. Later when | went to Dehradun
fora dayfrem Solan, the topic of Jyotish's health came up and
| told him, “You may put the necklace around your neck ' | had
told him, "You may put on the necklace’ not ‘Keep it on, do not
take it off'. On hearing me say that he put that necklace around
his neck.™

“Before | reached Manasarovar he had taken off his
clothes. bathed and then spoken to Bholanath without wearing
any clothes. On Bholanath's instructions, he had put on warm
clothing. As s00n as | reached he went with me io Manasa-
rovar and after telling me all that he wanted te, he placed the
necklace and his sacred thread at myfeet. Hedid not recollact
then that § had asked him to keep the necklace on. See what a
coincidence it was! He forgot evenything at that moment, |
rememberad that but kept absolutely quiet about it for what-
ever has 1o happen will happen far sure. Therefore, perhaps,
the casual statemeant, 'You may wear i’ hag emerged from my
lips."”

“Whataver that was, Jyotish then began telling me, ‘1 am
feeling thus'. | saw that an intense feelihg of renunciation
had enveloped his entire being, Hefell at my fest saying, 'Tal
Baba, | wantto goaway. Give meleavetogo'. [observed an
avadiita bhava, a feeling of disinterest in worldly things
manifestad in him. | also heard that after bathing he stood
naked and repeated the sannyasa mantra that he chose on his
own from his knowledge of scriptural texts and the words of
salnts. | knew that he was gware of all these. In many places,
observing his spirit of renunciation many sannyasis wishad




158 SRl SRE MA AMANDAMAY]

to give him the sannyvasa diksha. | also abserved that his
effulgence was very intense and beautiful. Yet seeing this
bhava | said, ‘At this moment you just come with me.’ Hearing
this he fell sent.” :

“Following me, Jyotish said, 't have a request to make, ¥
you allow me, | shall observe mauna from right now.” I replied,
‘No it will not be alright to start observing matina in the middie
of the joumey." As we walked along | told him, Today, since
you have taken sannyasa in this manner and have expressed
a degire to start mauna in the midst of these mountains
{parvat} your name henceforth is Maunananda Parvat.’ "

“This body was strolling up and down the shore of the
Manasarovar looking at it. Just as invocations and marntras
emerge from this body, so did the sannyase manfra now
emerge continuously and so did other incantations. It was all
spontaneous. This body walked toand fro, absorbed in its awn
bhava. Meanwhile it was observed that Jyotish was following
close behind. He ran and fell at my feet declaring, ‘| have
obtained it! My fortune is great!’ and he accepted the sannyasa
manira on his own. He said, "What has been uttered by vou is
the sannyasa mantra itself.’ After this we went to the tent,
~ When | told Bholanath about what had happened he said,
‘When | went there and looked for Jyotish | could not find him
and you all had not reached either. When | went to the
Manasarovar in search of him | found that Jyotish had
bathed, discarded all his clothes in the waters ofthe lake and
was standing stark naked. Seeingme he fell at my feet. He had
even taken off his sacred thread. Renouncing everything he
said, "Give me leave, | shall go away.’ Then | told him, 'Your
mother and Swamiji have not reached as yet. What is this you
are doing? Put on your cluthes and come with me.’ Then he
followed me to the tent and we mat you on the way."”
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After this, on the way to Rakshasa Tal Ma had told Jyotish
Dada, "You did not even hint sarlier about this deed that you
have accomplished, nor ¢id you ask e about it.” In reply
Jyotish Dada had said, wiih tear filed eyes, “Have you lefi me
with any independent desire of my own? And the very aim of
all of us who have taken refuge inyour feetis to attain the state
of self realization. If any body is able 1o go in that direction
it should please you. So what shall | ask in this econnection?

_ Thatwe do not understand it, is regretful. | know for sure that

whalever | do is what you mahe me do. Therefore what is the
use of questioning? QOther than this, my mind was swept by
such a swift current of bhava that | could not contain mysef.”

Ma said, "1 saw that he spoke truly, he was in a siate
of complete renunciation. The bhava was that of vidwat

- sannyasa. Avadhuta bhava was being manifested. That is real

sannyasa—he did not need any outward initiation. Therefore
after his death, the idea of constructing a samadhi for him
emerged from this body. Yet at that moment | asked for the
advice of the two sadhus of the Ramakrishna Mission who
were present, 'See, these are the incidents that have occurred.,
You perform the rites that would be traditionally corvect. | am
not learned and s | shall not say anything.” One of them who
heard all the facts said, ‘His sanmyasa was taken in all
propriety. Therefore he should be given a samadhi.””

“On the return journey Jyotish had asked, ‘How should
1 do japa of what | had accepted an my own as well as what |
obtained from lipa? 1 realize that they are both the same, yet |
ask.' By coincidence, sannyasis were present at that momant,
I replied, "You must keep what you have taken on YOUr awn,
and you must afso constantly remember what you have got
rom us.” Because of this, perhaps, he uttered those words
and conveyad that he remembered them ™
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| have preserved that necklace as Ma’s memerto.

Wednesday, November 13
Ma awake at nine a.m. When | asked her to wash her face

she said, “Later.” She sat quietly for along time. Around ten
a.m. | washed her face and hands and mads her eat some
food. Ma is hardly able to digest any food nowadays. She
suffers from stomach ache and eats very litthie. Even that is not

property digested. | have also noted carefully that the rate of .

Ma's breathing keeps changing all the time. We do not pay
attention tothat, do notfeed her at the right time and therefore
cause upssts in her digestion.

Today Ma did not lie down for a long time after her meal.
Sitting up she conversed on various topics. Referring to the
image of Kall in Ramna Ashram she said, “Some people have
been assailed by the doubt asto what shouid be done if some
limb of an image of Kali were to break. The solution tothat is,
'The human body has certain parts without which life is impos-
" sible. If any such part of an image breaks, the doars are shut,
~ the walls are removed and the worship discontinued. Other-
wise warship shouid go on as before.” When burglars stole the
jewetry adoming the Kali imageand broke the hand of the iddl,
Jyotish Dagda had writtenta the pandits in Kashi asking for their
advice as to whether thatimage of Kali could be worshipped
ornot. Ho had written all the details to the pandits in Kashl.

“Mahamahopadhyaya Anandacharan Tarkachoodaman|
of Kashi had written, The normat practice is to immerse a
broken idol Inta water, but this Idol has been installed by
a Mahapurusha. Scriptural texts injunct that in such a case it
is best to do whataver the Mahapurusha desires.’ ” Ma
retterated, “If your mother ot father were to lose a limb would
you immerse har or him  into water?” In obedience to Ma’s
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instructions the broken hand of the Kali idol was fixed by
brahmins. in connection with this matter Ma made yet another
comment, “The responsibility of openlng the door of that Kali
temple iswith Yogesh Babu. Many have wondered who would
open the door in his absence. In rasponse to that it has been
stated that Yogesh Babu or any of his relatives could do the
job. His sons or Suren Babu's sons or any other relatives
could da this wark.™

Around elgven p.m. Ma lay down. Hariram, Maresh Babu
and two or three of os were still conversing. Suddenly, Ma's
starmach ache worsened. Naresh Dada said, "Ma, why does
this happen to you? Please remove the pain.” Ma laughed and
said, “Do | remove any of you that | should be remaving this?
Just as you are here so is this pain alsa here.” Naresh Dada
asked, "'Can that be s0? What is this pain like that you compare
it with 1is?” Ma replied, “ speak the truth, these are also a part
cf my being. How do | remove them. The pain lasted for a
long time and then abated. Ma could not Fe still for a long
time. :

Thursday, November 14

Today again Ma rose at nine a.m. Even after bhoga was
offered, she remained seated. Two widows had come to see
Ma. A Gujarati Mataji by name Svayam Jyotf iived here in her
ashram and these two are her disciples. These two women,
another weman and ather wamen disciples of this Matajl ive
Iin the ashram. One of the two, named Shiva Jyotl, is now
Installed as & successor to thelr Guru Mata. They spoke to Ma
tor some time and at the time of leaving they raquested Ma
to visk their ashram. They said that they would come at five
p.m. totake Ma. These peoplée have been living in an ashram
on the banks of the Narmada for the past ninsteen or twenty
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years. While leaving they told us, “Please send word 1o us if
you need anything at anytime. The aim of our lives is to serve
sacthus and mahatmas. Everything in our ashram beiongs to
you,” and su on. They requested Ma, “Please take the three
of us with you. We shall live with you and serve you.”

Gangacharan Babu has taken upajob in Baroda state
after retiring from service in Calcutta  Yesterday Hariram
Babhu had gone there. Those people are longing for Ma's
darshan but atthe moment she does not have the indlination to
g anywhere.

Some children came araund four p.m. and took Ma to
Svayam Jyoli asfram. It was very beautiful. Ma sat in the
verandah for a long time. We returned by sunset. Ma sat on
the small terrace. Moonlight was spreading and the Narmada
was visible. Here, other than temples and ashrams there are
no places of habitation including homes of householders.
With large trees all around the spot is most enchanting. The
residents of this ashram had not yet been to see Ma. Now
graduglly they all began arriving for her darshian. As we were
returning from Svayam Jyoti asfiram they surrounded Maand
bégan doing pranama; on their lips were the same com-
ments, ''This Mataji who has come to stay at the Manohar
Muralidhar temple is & psrson worth seeing. Such a form is
not normally seen.” Peaple arrived and chanted, ‘Ma Mahesh-
war?’, ‘Ma Narmade and offered their pranama.

Friday, November 15

Taday Rukmini Bai of Baroda arrived for Ma’s darshar.
She could spend only three or Tour hours as she was
competled to return to Baroda due 1o soms important work.
Though she did not have enough time on hand she had come
running to have Ma’s darshan. Ma's stomach ache persisted
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but was intermittent. She did not lie down for long in the
afterncon. Sometimes when she is in the mood to lie down sha
remains strelched on her bedding most of the day; at other
times, she has practically no inclination to lie down and on
such days she remains seated all the time. At those times,
even i sha lies down, 'the body does nof feel alright’ and so
she gets up. By Ma's grace Ruma Dewvi s experiencing
different bhavas and having visians of many forms,

| have noted one point—when someone comes to Ma
and talks about his or her religious experiences saying, “Ma,
| experience such inspirations and see such forms”, Ma listens
attentively, does not in any way damage their existing bhava;
Instead, she actually encourages them. After some days she
gradually starts explaining that even higher statas exist and
that our own desires sometimes appear ta be divine inspira-
tion. The accompanying state of Inertness appears to be

. samadhi. Ma explains all this slowly and calmly. Today such

a topic came up for discussion. Ma said, 'One should muse
over ones condition carefully and find out if it is possibla for
divine inspiration to appear in that condition. Is this really
divine Inspiration or merely a figment of one's imagination?
These matters have to be thought over carefully. Again, i
different kinds of supernatural powers appear and block the
path of progress, it is best to remove them with a  detached
outiook. That would clear the path to further progress.”

. Bedore sunsst Ma was taken tothe tarrace. She spends
almost the whole day seated on her bedding. She had already
been made to eat food suitabie for an ailing person. Lats in
the night she lay down on her bedding. Shesang a song about
Sr Ramachandra. Then the topic of Sri Krishna came up.
Naresh Dada was speaking about madhura (sweet) bhava. Ma
remarked instantly, “Madhura bhava is only revealed of its
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own accord-that Is a special experience. Does one have the
right to understand it uniess a high level of samadhl is
aftained? The final stage or result of completion of the
peaceful {shanta), senving {Dasya), friendly (sakhya)
parental aftection {vatsalya) and other bhavas in this madhura
hhava. In samadhi the sense organs {indriyas) are offered as
ablations. Therefore It is natural for the machira bhava 10 e
manifested in the sadhaka at thap stage for it is beyond the
senses (atindriva). Hence Radha-Krishna engage inthe diving
sport of love. That is something which accurs at their level.
‘Worldly pecple have cast their own perceptions across tis
. bhava and tumed # inta something totally different. We hear
some peaple saying that they do not approve of the Radha-
Krishna bhava. it is said that rishis took on the role of the
gopis (cowherdesses).” Naresh Dada, an hearing this, said,
“Ma, | have read that when Rama went to the forest sixteen
thousand rishis wanted to meet Rama in the form of their
husband (pati bhava). Objecting to that Rama said, "How can
that be? 1am monagamous. Sita alone is my wife.' The righis
then replied, “We have beenwaiting for your arrival. We want
to perform macdhura bhava fila with you." Then Rarnachandra
said, 'Please walt a littie Jonger. in the Dwaparayuga at the
time of Krishna avetara (incarnation) your desire shall be
fulfiled. You can then take birth as gop/s and taste madhura
_rasa’,
Then in connection with Sankhya and Vedanta, the sub-
jact of Maya In Vedanta was raised. Naresh Dada said, “In
Vedanta Maya is not explained. Maya is described as
beginningless and endless and left at that," Ma kept qulet at
that moment. Suddenly she laughed and murmured to
harself, “Many means ‘Mai Aya’. That means that solong as
the ‘Mal’ {l) exist, Many exists. Only when the ‘Mai’ (i s

* M

CHAPTER FIVE 165

relinquished is acvaita (nonduality) experienced. At that
moment Maya ceases to exist.”* This conversation went entil
one a.m. after which we all slept.

Ma is being fed with alittia rice or roti with boiled tomatoes
and vegetablea. in the night she Is given sagc cooked In mille.
She Is heing fed as if she were a baby.

Saturtday, November 18

Ma got up at eight thirty a.m. and sat quietly and steadity
for a long time, So much sa that 1 did not have the courage 1o
ask her, while she was inthat state, whether | could wash her
face. After obsarving a slight change in her expression at the
end of half an hour, 1 said, "Ma, come towash yourface.” Ma
replied, “Alitde later.” After some time, around tena.m. Ma's
face was washed and she was made to eat rice with vegetable
gravy. Ma Is unable toeat any spiced curry. The quantity she
eals is very little. After eating she saton her bedding. We went
one by one and ate prasada.

Ma spoke to Naresh Dada In the aftemoon. After
completing my work | went and sat with them. Naresh
Dada was saying, “Chaitanya Dev's bhava of mineand thine
which was beyond thought, is the best bhava for enjoying the
taste of rasa. It is the ultimate in man’s domaln of thought. It
does not seem as if many has attained any bhava more
beautfd than this. The explanation of Shankaracharya's
advaita philosophy does not satiate one’s heart! Ma was lying
quistly with her face turned the other way and Naresh Dada
had been acdressing these remarks to me. As soon as she
heard this argument against Shankaracharya's philosophy,

* Afankara grahanmukiaha svarupamupapadyate
Chandravat wimalaha purnaha saharendaha svayamprabhaha

— Vivekachoodamani {Shankaracharya)
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Ma turned over and sald, “How will anyone understand some-
thing about which he knows nothing?'’' Observing Ma’s manner
of speaking Naresh Dada jumped at tlje qppnnun_lty and
spoke delightedly, “Ma, why did you react in this manner at the
mention of Shankaracharya? This means that you are defl-
nitely partial to Shankaracharya's views. Your comment has
macle me come to a particutar conclusion which | will not
revaal right now.” Hearing this Ma laughed in her crfaracteris-
tically sweet mannar. | said, "Why now, when Stl ¥rishna was
being discussed yesterday Ma lay quietly. Then she turned
around suddenly and explained the real essence of Krishna,
that means Ma's partiality towards Krishna is not any less
either.”" Naresh Dada enthused even further, “Oh! | under-
stand somse more now. A particular point in connection with
Ma, has now been sarted aut in my mind. | shall reveal that
at the appropriate moment.”

At four p.m. | made Ma drink fruit juice. As soon as the sun
went down alittle, | took her to the small terrace. Conversa-
tions took place. Before sunset | made her eat sago cooked in
milk. She did not want to eat at all. Her stomach aches now
and then—at times it even appears that she pays no attention
to the paln. Thus it goes on. Bholanath also came and sat
on the terrace. Akhandananda Swaml, Naresh Dada, Dada
‘moshai and ¢ were around Ma, some seated, some standing.
Now and then some toplc was discussed, in between we
remained silent.

The conversation turned to the eccentric Harakumar of
Bajitpur. Ma said, . “ never spoke to him. | would pull on my
veil. But he was always aftentive about everything that |
raquired. He took special care to see that | was ndt
inconvenienced in any way. Neighbours did not approve of his
conduct perhaps, but he did not care about them. He vu:uuld

|
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do his utmost to remady any worldly discomforts that | experi-
encetd. He would speak to me but | wouid not speak to him
and he often expressed his grief about that. Finaily when
Bholanath asked me 1o speak to him! did speak.” Turning to
Margsh Dada she said, “Your face resembles Hara-
kumar's.” '

Some time later Bholanath got up to gofor his meal. Food
was cooked downstairs. Bholanath, Akhandananda Swami
and Dada moshailived in one room. Ma was staying in a room
upstairs. Didima, Naresh Dada and | stept near Ma. Everyone
went downstairs 1o eat while | sat near Ma fanning her. Naresh
Dada finished eating and came upstairs with Didima. It was
about nine p.m. and Ma was still seated on the terrace. It
was a moonlit night and very quiet all around. This temple
was situated onthe banks of the Narmada. We could seethe
river as we chatted with Ma. Many toplcs were discussed.

Naresh Dada is near Ma all the time. Hs hardly gets up
unless it is very necessary. He tells Ma many things. His
attitude is beautiful—such an attitude is rarely found in this
world. Ma also praises him greatly. He is a disciple of
Sharadeshwari Mata and is a native of Mymensingh, Heis a
professor in  Calcutta. Conversations went on fate into the
night. Ma got up and we also came indpors. Ma lay down.

Sunday, November 17

Last night Ma did not lie down quietly but began singing a
song whera she lay, ‘Build a boat of Hari's Name, brother, Look
atthe sky, thereis notime to be lost.” {Mari namer tori bandho
bhal, deitho gagane aat bela naj). Even after that she did not
sleep. steadily. All conversation ceased and we fell asleap,
Suddenly | woke up to find that Ma had gone to the terrace. All
of us woke up ang on seeing us Ma came and lay down again,
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but she spent the whole night in that mood. She just could not
lie down quietly. Sometimes she is like this and at other times
we have observed that sha remains lying down wrapped in a
sheet, through the night and day. At times her conditicn is
diametrically opposite to this. She says, “The body refuses to
guieten down. A steady moad just does not exist.” Ma iay as
she was until late Inta the morning and got up onfy at nine
thirty a.m. Then her face and hands were washed and she had
bhoga. This afternoon atso she showed no signs of resting
and spoke to Naresh Dada. | joined them after some time.
Many times | suggested, “Ma, lie down for awhile.” Ma replied.
“I da not fee! like sleeping.” The afterncon was spent thus.
The topic of investing weman with the sacred thread came
up in some context. Ma told Naresh Dada, “Khukuni was
bathlng me with soap in Kushari Babu's house in Calcutta
when shie took off my thin neckace, cleanad it with soap
and put it back. But it slipped on and hung iike a sacred
thread. 1 hiad the kheyafa 1o measure the neckiace and said,
‘Khukuni, have you notlced? This is exactly the same length
as the sacred thread.” It seemed tomeasure exactly the same
as the sacred thread prescribed in the Sama Veda—neither
longer nor shorter. As | said | had the kheyala that it was
indeed a sacred theead and | kept it womn In the fashion of &
sacred thread over my shoulder. In the afternoon | was
standing on the terrace when Kashi Babu arrived bare
chested. | noticed that he wore no sacred thread. lasked him,
'‘What is this, why is there no sacred thread around your
neck? Slightly ashamed, he said, ‘It broke some days ago. |
asked somany people but no one makes me anew one.’ | sald,
‘Just because no one i willing to make one for you, how can
you go round without a sacred thwead arcund your neck?
Then the boys you have invested with sacred threads wili

i
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follow your example and cast off their sacred threads as well.
For from you they will leamthe lessonthata brahmin may very
welliive without his sacred thread. ifthat is so then what is the
use of needlessly spending money on a sacred thread cere-
mony?" Hearing this he immediately tock the three stranded
thread from Eholanath's neck and put it around his own.”

“This happened in the afternoon. After sunset the topic of
the sacred thread came up again. My kheyafa about the
sacred thread at tha time of my bathwas belng dlscussed. Late
inthe eveningwhen all were seated together | teld Kushari
Babu's wife, ‘Sister-inlaw, here, take this sacred thread. Put
this on for me.” So saying | placed my necklace In her hand.
She put it arcund my neck. | said, ‘Alright, 1 am nowa brahma-
charini. Now give me vrata bhiksha (glms)!' She tied money,
precious stones and cther things in the end of my sari. | told
her, ‘Now call the boys. Let me hear them recite the Gayatri.
Whether | read or not, they will say it for me.” | then called the
boys one by one. Not one of the boys who came had a sacred
thread on. They were very ashamed. Everyone started saying
that | had made such a scene onty because | knew they were
not wearing sacred threads. Later, however, Akhandananda
Swamiand some others repeated the Gayatri for me. The next
day | said, ‘Such deeds are performed in my case for only @
short time. Till then | shall not see the face of a shudra.’ 1 did
that, Afterwards, alt those who were present were given
sacred threads. Thus did the kheyala about the sacred
thread arise for the first time.” _

Conversing further Ma said, “See at one stage my right
eye remained shut for three days and then opened.” Once
Ma's rightamm had lost its ability to move. On being reminded
of that Ma said, "Yes, it was paralysed for four maonths for a
particular reason.” On being pressad to tell us why, she
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explained, "'We were then on our way to Kashi from Tangail.
Nandu had become one of us. His nature was childlike. He
had said he would go with us but at the last moment he
refrained. | asked him, “You had said youwould come with us,
then why do you not comg?' But he would not join us at any
cost. Finally when my body behaved strangely he was afraid
and stroking my right arm he said, Ma, | shall accompany
yout.” Then when my body returned to normal and we set out
for Kashi, Nandu again refused to go. Ultimately, he really did
not go. | had the kheyala that Nandu had held my right hand
and given his word that he would ge with us and then hs did
not,. this was very Inauspiclous for him. But he did not realize
that, nor did he possess the power to understand it. My right
hand turned numb right then. To cut off the inauspiciousness,
this bhava occurred. For four months the hand was paralysed.”

Ma then told me, “Once in your house, Rayani (Manasi)
pufa was performed for the welfare of Baba. At the time of the
sacrifice, the goat’s ear got lopped off. The priest was asked,
'What should be done when sucha thing happens?' The priest
coutd nat raply with surety. This body sald, If the goat's ear
is cut when the sacrifice Is performed is it not a defective
offering?’ You had taken this body to your house for three or
four days during the puja. While returning, when | was
descending from the second floor of your house, | hurt my
foot and broke some bones. The reason for that was, it was
not known whether the ear of the goat got slit after its neck was
fully cit or before, therefore there was a chance that the
sacrificial offering was defective and this could lead to inauspi-
clous occutrences. Therefore the error was borne by this
body. | do nothing by my own will but whenever anyone
doas anything depending on this body and if there is &

chance of ill fate for that person, it is bofne by and manifested
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within this body.” These incidents reveal a special feature of
Ma’s character. ‘
In the evening we sat on the terrace and talked. Again
tonight; Ma, Maresh Dada, Didima and | wera on the terrace
K late in the night. Then Ma went and lay down on her bed but

- sha could not sleep, Maresh Dada said, “Alrght Ma, we

people, in our ignorance, perform bad actions and useless
actions and suffer. Do you not get pained by this? Ses this,
when we sea a small child eating mud, we immediately stop
him and explain ta him that it is not good to eat mud. If he tries
10 put his hand into fire we run to him and remave kim from the

‘spot. And here, youare the Motherand you either do notlook

at us or sit quietly even aher watching us: why is this?" Ma
laughedand replied, *'But fook agaln, haven't you ail seen that
when a amall child goes to touch a burming lantern, the -
mother holds his-hand and touches it lightly to the lantem
sc that he feels its heat. This 1eaches the child such a lesson
that he never goes near the fire again. By giving him a little
painthe mother saves him from much greater pain. Perhaps
his ignorance would have made him burn his fingers in the
flame. So the mother just heated his fingers and saved him
from a more serious accident.”

Tonight again Ma was not inthe mood to sleep indoors.
At midnight she lay down for some time but she could not lay
stilk for long.

Monday, November 18 :
As soon as Ma awoke, the Mahant of the Twamjitemple in
Chandode arrived and did pranama. He requested Ma to visit
the Tikamji temple. We had stayed in this Mahant’s temple in
Chandode. Ma said, “1 had the kheyaia tc come 10 the banks
of the Narmada and stay for a few days. That is why | am hare.
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Whenever the daughter desires, she wil go to her father's
house.” Mahant Maharaj sakl, "Ma, you are Devi Marmada
Herself. Then why do you need to have Narmada darshan? If
yau stay in Chandode | canlook after you all the time. That is
not possiblz if you stay here because this place is about 2
mile away. There you will suffer noinconventences what-
soever.” But Ma sxpressed her resoiytion 10 stay on here.
Finally he requested, "Whenever you feel like ¥, pleass do
come to Chandode,” and laft.

Yesterday two men came and tofd us that & panda in
Chandods owns a hause in Karnali and that he has requested
that Ma should stay in . To ensure that Ma is comfortable he
wants toleave the whole house at Ma's disposal. He considers
it his good fortune if Ma were to stay with all her companions
inthat house. This panda had come for Ma's darshan onca.
We werg not surprised to hear about his pressing invitations
for we have witnessed many such doings by Ma. Within a
day’s acquaintance peppie become eager to serve Ma. The
men were told that Ma does not iive in the homes of
householders.

Maharashirian and Gujarati psople have been coming
for Ma's darshan. They cannot follow much conversation.
They anly have darshan, offer frults and sweets and do
pranama rapeatedly saying, “"Ma Narmade!”, “Ma Mahesh-
waril”, Bhagavath path went on for seven days in the Gita
temple here. Atthat time a big crowd gathered to bathe at the
confluence of the rivers Marmada and Aud. Naresh Dada said,
“Ma, you fold your palms and tell each one, “You are my father,
I am your little child’. This sweet talk decreases their infiated
egos. Many sachus and sannyasins display inflated  egos.
They feel you may also have such pride and therefore they
begin speaking to you haughtity. But finally when they hear you
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say, 'l am a child, | know nothing’, and ohserwe your humble
atttude, they melt completely” Hearing this Ma laughed.
This akernoon Bholanath toid me, “Your Ma has a
‘Barber's stain’ in her paternai lineage. He said this jokingly
and began laughing. Later Dadamoshai and Didima related
the anecdote to me. One of Dadamoshal's ancestors was a
pandit calied Kallkant Visharad. He was a great scholar but
worshipped a title girl belonging to the barber's casle. He
saw his favourite deity in that girl and took her with him
wherever he went. This roused all kinds of gossip about
Kalikant Visharad who was said to carry a barber’s gil on his
shoulders wherever he went. But he did not care for such
gossip. _
Once a meeting of pandits took place in a house in
Vidyakut where pandits from Kashi had gathered as invilees.
Kalikant Visharad, who was also invited, amived with the
barber's girl. Visharad never answered a single guestion
without first consulting the gil. A pardit from Kashi asked
Visharad a question. When Visharad asked the girl before
answering, shesald, “Tell him that his mouth is unclean. Huw
tan his questions be answered?” This made everyone curious.
To test the truth of the statement water arxd a  spitton
were brought. The pandit from Kashi gargled his mouth and
spat Into the spitton—the watet did contain a grain of rice. Al
were amazed, and they regardsd the girt with some degree of
respect. Yet, people are ruled by the edicts of saciety. When
Kalikant Visharad once Invited some people to his houss, not
ane agreed to gothere as he worshipped a barber giri. Finally
after much persuasion they agreed to eat there and the
hrahmins sat down in a row to be served. At one stage the
barber girl arrived to serve the curds. Some objected aloud,
some left hal§ way through their meais but many observed the
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radiance of Goddess Kali-ln the girl. After that day all people
revered and respecied that girl.

This afternoon Dadamaoshai began singing a seng. Ma sat

.near him and sang with him. The song went like this—

Radha mama prana Radha mama jnana Radha mama
dhyana Radha mama sara.
Premamayi Radha Radha andha adha Radha nama
sadha badba nahi tar.
Ami divasa ralani Radha nama dhvani Karl matra
jani Radha mutadhar.
Radha adya shakti Radha bhakti mukti Radha .
anurakti bhakta Shri Radhar.
Shri Radhika yantri diksha Radha mantre Kari
banshi yatne naya ranchre phutkar.
Shey tantra sz re ga ma pa dha ni saptama

Alap samyame baje sahsrar.
The song means—Radha is my life, Radha is my knowtedge,
Radha is my meditation, Radha is everything to me. Radha
is the embodiment of fove, Radha is blinded with love, there
is nothing to stop me from taking the name of Radha. | repeat
the name of Radha day in and day out because Radha is the
basic foundation of everything. Radha is primardial energy,
the devotee of Radha atlains liberationthrough love of Radha.
Inthe Instrument of Sri Radha, |take initiation with the mantra
of Radha and blow into the nine hales of the flute. In that

lantra, with discipline, the seven notes sa, re, ga, ma, pa,

dha, ni are played in a tune in the sahasrara.

Conversation was started after this song. Naresh Dada
had us all impressed with his variety of topics for conversa-
tion. He is simple and pure atheart. Ma also appreciates him
greafly and says, “For some reason, though he has such an
aptitude for spiritual life, he is still living In samsara.” As on
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other days Ma was magde 1o eat sago cooked in milk and then
taken 10 theterrace. Ma hardly waiks at ali, except tothe toilet,
Today she had gane downstairs and sat in front of the temple.
Til nine p.m. she sat onthe terrace and then went indoors 1o
lie down. Then she began conversing with Naresh Dada.
Tonight agaip she was i no mood to sleep. :

Tuesday, November 18

Ma awcke in the morning. The priest's wife made Ma
drink some milk. Then | washed Ma's face and hands. After
bhoga Matalked tothase present right through the afternoon.
Naresh Dada and | spent all cur time near Ma, speaking to
her. Inbetween, Swami Akhandananda, Bholanath and Dada-
mosai would also join in. Today Ma sang the following two
songs with Dadamosai—
' 1

“Ami Ki tar sang chhada hai—Ye jana katar prane

. dake amay Ma kai, Ma kai?

Haridaye jagaye tare, name prana makha thake, Aar kichho

na dekhe chokhe, eyi brahmande ama bai.
Anya katha kaya na mukhe, Vyathita haya se vyathitha dekhe.
saman thaka sukhe dukhe, loker ninda shune kai?
Shishu jeman make dake Ma dake tar ankhi jhare.
Pari ke aar thakte dure, emni eshe kole iai.
Manamohanser mana durachar, shishur mato svabhay kai tar
Ma daker aar nal parabar Ma amar {thik) ami Mar kai.
Meaning-Do | ever have his company? That person who
cries pitifully, ‘Where is Ma? Where is Ma?", who keeps Her
awake in his heart, whose|ife is steeped in Her Name, who with
his eyes saes nothing in this universe except Ma, who speaks
about none else with his lips, who sarrows at the sorraw of
another, who remains unperturbed by joy an! sorrow, who
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ignores the criticism of people, who has tears in his eyes
when he calls out Ma’'s Mame, just like a child, Gan | ever stay
far from such a one? 1 rush o him and take him in my lap.
Manamchan's mind is not pure, is his mind like that of a child?
He cannot attain the goal by calling out Ma's Name. My
mother is alright, but could | ever become hers?
2
Ma dak shonona, dekha deya na (kotha koy na}
Ma bujhi mor benche nai
Ami korbo shraddha (re}, hobo shraddha yadi
krishna ekadashi pai.
Ami hayechhi kuputra ati apavitea, pitamatar yatna kari nal.
Ami karbo til-patra {re} dibo pinda matra,
dekhaibo amar kichu nai.
Pindta prayojan matra, janmile suputra shastre
achhe shunte pai.
Ami matri-rirugdeshe {re) thaki i vishvase
benapure shraddha karte chai,
Amar man vrishati achhe bendhe dibo gachhe
takar janya kono theka nai.
Ami karbo wrishotsarga (re), yadi pai svarga,
apavarga haleo kshati nai
Thak purohiter mantra purohiter mukhe mantra
kaile tantra bhule jal.
Amar Ma mahamantra (re) tar mantra ki svatuatri
_ baber tantra he ng likha nai.
Dwvilu ishan bale man, heno buddhi keno
shraddha dayi ar karya nai
Achhe mrityunjayl vani {re) mrityy vinashinl
shivanir nakl marana nal.
Meaning—Ma does not hear me call, She does not give me

‘darshan (She spaaks not). Perhaps my Mother I3 alive nO
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langer. | shall perform shraddha and become pure if | attain
Krishna ekadashi. | am a bad son and | have become very
impure for | did not serve my parents. | shall offer i (birdseed)
ang pincia alone and show that | have nothing. The scriptures
say that a good son is bomn in order to offer pinda 1o his
ancestors. How shall | sit back keeping faith in my Mother?
| wish 1o petfarm shraddha in Benapur. | shall tie my mind like
tying bukocks to a tree. Money is no problem. |f | attain
heaven | shall perform vrishatsarga {an obsequal ceremorny
i which four bulls are set free for life}. There is no harm even
if | become apavarga (outcaste). Let. the priests manira
rernain in his mouth. 1€ | recite the mantra | farget the fantra.
My Mother Herselt is the mahamanira. s her manira free? In
father's (Shiva's) tantra it is not written thus. Dvija  Ishan
says—O mind, why do you have such thoughts? Shraddha
is useless. Mrityuniaya Vant (One who is victonious over
death} is the Destroyer of Death. Shivani has no death.
Today Didima performed Kartik puja and Bhotanath per-
formad the rites. We sat with Ma inthe verandah oltside the
temple and enjoyed the worship. On Bholanath’s request Ma
was fod with milk and rice. Ma and Bholanath sat down to eat
with Didima feeding Ma. Ma started acting naughty. She told
Bholanath, L&t me see what you are eating with fice. Bhola-
nath also started feeding Ma from his plate. We observed that
Ma's bhava was reverting to what it was like very long ago.
She had not been eating anything but now she asked, “Give
me, what will you give me?’ Bholanath fed her many
morsels. She also ate milk with rice and then sat waiting to
gat mowe, but we did not have the courage to feed her

anymore. Finally she said, “Is there any radish? Give me raw

radish—what glse can } eat?" | fed her with a few pieces of raw
radish.
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On our request she got up from the asana. Naresh
Dada was surprised to see this bhava and he told Ma, “Ma,
the more | see you the more amazed | feel, no one else carn
tie you down to any norm. Living with you | am learning this
lesson.™

Today again we sat on the terracetill fats inte the moonlit
night. Maresh Dada put his head on Ma’s feet and repeated
all sorts of prayers as if he were In atrance. Some Maharash-
trian ladies had come for Ma's darshan during the day. One of
them had circumambilatad the Narmada river. It had taken
her four years. The circumambulation is daonhe by traversing

a route which is dotted with villages where free accommoda- -

fion is availabla.

- Wedneaday, November 20

Ma arose around eleven a.m. | washed her hands and
face. After some conversation bhoga was offered and this was
again followed by conversation with Naresh Dada. At night Ma
sat on her bedding with Naresh Dada seated near her and
Didima lying close by. As many topics were discussed, a
change was apparent in Ma's bhava. Suddenly Naresh Dada
put his head on Ma's lap and then lowered it to 7est on her feet.
He seemed worked up. After alang time he sat up and said
that he had behaved thus because he had seen a white
radiance like Shiva emerging from Ma's face and he could see
the light vividly even now, therefore he was sitting steadily.

For a few moments he sat in that manner and | also sat
quietty. Ma stopped speaking and sat with her eyes shut. A
liktle later | said, “Naresh Dada, it is not right to sit for long in
this way. Ma's bhava could change significantly.” We both
called out to Ma but she did not reply and remained seated in

that position. After some time Ma seemed to stretch open her
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_eyelids and spake in an indistinct voice, "'l am quite alright, |
am just sitting thisway; 1 could hear yeu calling but no sound
would emerge from my mouth.” 1 gaid, “Ma, now lie down for
awhile.” Ma said, "Alright” and lay down.

, November 21

Thu:'?d?;r again Ma awoke very late. Whean | asked u.lrhether I
shoutd wash her face, she answered "Not yet. This body
cannot function aceording to your crganised daily achedule.
Af times It dees not function at all, you must ha?e observed.
This body cannot eat, sit or lie down at regl._llar intervais day
after day. What can | do, tell me?” She remamegi seated after
saying this. In the course of conversation menttqn was made
at the history of Ramna ashram and Siddheshwari, Ma began
narrating and we listened to her enchanted. Around onep.m.
Ma bathed. Yesterday when Naresh Dada and | had talked of

Ma’s having a bath she had said, “Let us see tomoirow.’’ Ma
was then given a bath and then bfioga at two p.m. After two
p.m. her body began to behave strangely. | rubbed her bgck
and stroked her body. Her eyes were shut. After somas time
when peaple arrived for darshan Ma opened her eyes but she
remalned lying down. Suddenly she said, "l have seen a
terrible storm. As if 1 ‘were in front of a lake. After some fime
the storm abated.” | asked, “'Ma, from which direction did the
stonm arise?” Malaughed and said, “You can make yaur own
estimata.” Then sha sakd, "Look, when Father had first told me,
“Take Hari's name, Hati is averything’, 1 began repeating the
narne of Hari. Father was a Shakta (befiever in Shakti) but
bocause the name of Hari was uppermest in his mind he
advised me thus. Later when | came ta Bholanath he being
‘a Shaiva and a Shakta instructed me accordingty and then
such kriyas manifested themselves in this body. The fun of
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It was that by a coincidence of events your Dagamoshai had
advised the name of Hari and his Narayan chakra also came
and resided in this ashram.” :

A police officer cama and requested Ma ta stay ina math
an the banks of the Narmada He was extremely keen to
take Ma toChandoda. All of a sudden Ma declared, "Come,
let us go to Chandodel” Around four p.m. we went with the
police officer to Chandode and reached the math where the
Dandi Swami began requesting Ma pressingly to stay there.
Ma replied, “if the daughter has the kheyala she will come to
her father.” The police officer wished to inform the mahant
Rarmratan of Tikamiji temple about Ma's arrival but Ma forbade
that. The officer said, “if | do nat tell him he will be cross with
me for Mataji would have come and he would not have been
Informed.” Then Ma said, "l shall go myself, you need not serd
word.”

As we left thamaih | said, "Come, let us goto the Tikamiji
temple.” Ma said, "Let usgo.’ As we neared the temple we
recaived the information that the mahant had gone with .the

‘dewan of Rajpipla to Karnali for Ma's darshan. We cametothe
ghat and boarded the boat. Bhavani Shankar Panda, the
police offlcer and some others ¢came aboard with Ma. They
were all very eager tc make Ma comfartable but the marvel of
it was that most of them had had Ma's darshan only once—
that was the duration of their acquaintance! As we got an 1o
the boat we saw the dewan returning. He came closer,
boarded the beat on which Ma was seated, did pranama and
said, “l went to Karnali for your darsfiarn. | hear that the
mahan! maharaf has returned to Chandode by foot with a
brafvnachari. People began saying, ‘Ma has gong and re-
turned’. Hearing that the mahant maharaj will not be able 1o
sleep tonight, Ma rejoined, *'There we shall have an even better
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meeting.” Dewan sahip told Ma, "Fnyneen mﬂesh;r;rlﬂ

Ralpipla, on the banks of the Narmadza, an idol of Ranac :a

was found buried underground. it was as t::::ll as an adult

human. That idal has been installed. lf you wish to see that

idol | shall make all arrangements as gnon a:a‘s you tell me

when you would like to come.” Ma pr‘tIEd,l . We spoke of

visiting the banks of the Narmada and our visit has come to

pass as has our stay for some days. Later whgtever rhappens

is alright.” All the people returne?{ aflelf leaving their boat at

we also returned 0 Karnalt.

e 4:?0 tn?gnlft we all sat down to eat. Bholanath's elder
brother, Revati Babu, was mentioned and Ma narrated many

anecdotss. At night Naresh Dada told Ma, “Ma, | amamazed

when | think Ihat your innermost bhava has always been
sieady, calm and peaceful Yei, putwardly you perform sn.
many #ilas. Sucha character is not visible anywhere else. Ifegl
that you view everything as a witness like the F_urusha in
Sankhya. When you narrale incidents | waich you in amaze-
mentand think, ‘Is it possible fortwo such contrary CDnd'llIGI'IE
to exist simultaneously in one and the same indimdu;lal’? 'I:he
more | watch, the more mystifying does it become.’ Saglng
this he kept his head onMa's feet and did pranama. Tonight
again conversation went on til late hoer. '

Friday, Novernber 22

Naresh Dada, Dadamoshai and Didima were 10 leave by
the three p.m. train for Calcutta. Last night Ma spoke about her
diksha, “Look, if you were to view things externally, In those
days leave aside hearing about sadhus and mahatmas, | had
not sven seen the picture of one. | had also seen very few
pictures of gods and goddesses. § had only witnessed puja
and observance of vows (vrafa) with rituals at my father's
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home. In Bholanath's house ail that was not abserved. So
| had not seen many pictures of gods and gaddesses nor had
| witnessed many pufas. Onthe day of the ¢fiksha | was seated
as usual. It wasnotthat| heard the name inmy ear. Justas
spaech emerges fram the lips of 2 babe, so did the manira
blossom spontanecusly within ma. Qther than this there was
ne Kriva as a result of my will power. | cbserved that fapawas
belng performed with the fingers of my hand. Many astonish-
ing phenoimena occurred spontaneously. That was a
marvellous phase. Asanas were performed in a similar manner.
Like the legs stralghtening out in thythm with the Inhalation
and exhalation of breath. Then gradually many kinds of
asanas weie performed. The body remained seated steadily
but asanas occurred one after the other. This was the kind of
entertainment that went an.” So saying Ma laughed.

Naresh Dada said, “Ma, | have read the biographies of
many mahspurushas and seen many cthers, yet never have
! heard onelike this. We do not have the power to understand
what you are. Declaring you as a god or goddess is belitling
you."”

With reference to the' Ramna Siddheshwar ashram Ma
said, “Bholanath’s desire has been fulfiled. These places have
been visited. He is being made to go places with the view of a
seeker (sadhaka). With the same intentian he was first made
to spend twenty four hours in Ramna ashram In Dhaka and lekt
behind there while we returnad. Bholanath is not an ordinary
Person you know." Again in some other context she said,
“Look, again perhaps when speaking to sormeone about his
Samskaras 1 is sald you are like this and soon. He starts
befieving that about himself But actually he is not that way at
all. Do you know why that happens so aften? Observing
someone’s behaviour perhaps he has been told, ‘You have
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such and such samskaras in you'. Then there is yet ancther
likelihood. Wher a persen worships a particular god the devo-
tee is bound to imbibe some qualities of the god he worships.
This body does not speak your kind of language, does it?
Without undersianding the meaning of my statements he
assumes that he had been such and such sarfier. He does
hat stop to think that had he been that way earlier his nature
should have been similar now. in thig fashion, in certain areas,
you peopie grasp the wrong meaning of many a statement.”
- Today at nine a.m. Ma removed the cloth coveting her face
and sat up. Around elevena.m. bhoga was offered after which
Ma sat onher bedding. Naresh Dada and Bholanath came and
sat beside her. She turned to me and asked, "Have you had
lunch?” | replied, "Mot vet.” Ma said nothing. A little later i
returned after eating Junch. | found that Naresh Dada had been
sent downstairs so that Ma could speak to Bholanath alone. A
few minutes later Bholanath cama down and told me, “Your Ma
has sent for you.” When | went up Ma burst into laughter and
said, “Letme first finish lawghing and then 1l speak to you."
| felt strangely disturbed and asked, “Are you sending ma
away with them as well?”* Ma replied, “You go 1o Siddheshwari
and spend some time there. Akhandananda wil stay on with
me.” “8a Is that the arrangement?” | said and sat down where
I'was. Ma replied, “If | had told you earlier you would have got
upset and perhaps not eaten, therefors | defayed telling you."
What could 1 do? At the appointad hour we alf wiped
away our tears and took leave. Ma saig, "Why do you alt
weep? Should you cry for someone who laughs. Do yoit not
see that | am laughing?"' | wish to remain at Ma’s feet, but Ma
remaves me from them. Seeing that | was feeling extremely
distressed. Ma spoke to me, "You are being jolted hard from-
within and from without, What can you do? Now you have to
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go on in this way. | desire your spiritual progress alone.
Leave in peace.” | did pranama and took leave of Ma. |
reasoned that if Mawas really as hard-hearted as her outward
acts appear 1o make her, we would not have wept for her, we
would not even have gone to her. YWhat appears o s as unjust
ahd hard-hearted may have S0 mamny reasons behind it that
arg beyond our understanding and so we become unhappy
with Ma's behaviour. But Compassionate Ma realises that,
and yet she continues to do her duty for the welfare of the
child. Ma came downstairs with us. She touched the feet of
her fathet and mother and did pranama. Ma remained
standing in the tesmple. We walked away slowly gazing back
at her form again and again. Swamiji came with us 1ill the
boat, heiped us ta board it and returned. We went 10
Chandode by boat. We were to calch the five p.m. train to
Baroda from where | would go to Dhaka via Kashi. Naresh
Dada, Dadamoshai and Didima would go to Calcutta.

We reached Baroda and went 1o Manikchand's char-
mashala where we had stayed with Ma eartier. The memory
of that stay was roused. Thinking of those days, Naresh Dada
pecame aggrieved and said, “The incomparable wealth that |
have brought from Ma can never be surpassed. e do not
have the power io comprehend what Ma is. Ma has soived so
many of my doubts, how can | ever explain them?" Tears
flowed continuously from his eyes, he had many kinds of ex-
periences. He is a highly educated, foreign returned individuat
who is himself very compatent. But after coming to Ma, some
very seriols changes seem to have taken piace in him both
within and without. He had himseif said, “Ma, |cannotiive
like this in Caleutra. There my temperament is westernised; my
house and its decor also conform to that, But having come
here | do not know what has happened to me.” He express-
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ed to us his experiences during his first meeting with Ma—"|
hgd fuun_d. exactly what | had been looking for till then.” A
highly spiritual attitude had blossomed in him since childhood.

Saturday, November 23
We left for Delhi at six am.

Sunday, November 24

We reached Delhi in the morning. Many of Ma's devotees
had come to the station ta see Dadamoshai and Didima,

By eleven pm. we reached Kashi. Naresh Dada and the
others procgeded to Calcutta,
Wednesday, November 27

_ Qbeying Ma's orders | feft Karnali and reached Kashi. Ma
is trainlng me to leave and proceed alone. | had b@én to
Vindhyachal for a day. When | returned today | fmlnd a
telegram  from Akhandananda Swami saying that Ma had
asked me to _stay in Kashi. | could not understand why. |t wili
’I[al-:e tour or five days for Ma's letter to arrive. Til then | shall
just have to stay on in Kashl.
| also received a letter from Swamiji in which he wrote
::I;:t after I‘ had feft, Ithey had gone to the dharmashala of the
a mandir belonging 0 Vidyananda Swami. As thers was
not enough space, separate cooking was not possitie and
prasada was being sent from the termple. But the people in
chargg_ Ihad said they would make arrangements very sacn
Swamiji had written, "Do not worry about me for my nee-:ls;
are _few and so | am notinconvenienced at all. i can serve
Ma nany way | shall consider myself blessed.” Truly, evenin
his gdvanced ags, he did not require much. Not on:e of th
habits of his earller iife could be seen in his prasent way of IifeE

He has been silentl ing his i
y spending his life of san
awalted Ma’s next instruction in Kashi, vesa thus. |
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Sunday, December 1
Swamill's letter yesterday informed me that Ma had sud-

denly told him. “Send a telegram 1o Khukunl and ask her to
gtay on in Kashi”. So he had despatched the telegram. He
had alsowritten that he was eating atthe Gitamandirand only
aholanath was cooking something for Ma everyday. Thayare
to go elsewhers soon but their destination was yet undeclded.
Today | went with Gopi Babu o see & boy who was in a
wonderful state. He could leave his gross hody and Qo to
higher realms {fokas) where he met many gods, goddesses,
rishis ang munis. They gave him many kinds of lessons
through their gaze. The boy named Kedarnath Das isthirteen
years old and has a widowed mother. Seeing his condition
we understood that whenever he has the inspiration 1o go to
Vishnuioka, Shivaloka, Indraloka and other such higher
realms, he lies down. After fifteen or twenty minutes he gets up
and answers even extremely difficult guestions that are put to
him. On agking him we found that the gods had told him,
“Now you are being educated. On attaining twenty years of
agse you will bring about the weltare of the worid.” He claims
to have met Narada, Vasistha, Brahma and Vishnu. Onece
he had suddenly got into a fright and aver since he has been
in this state. Gods iake the boy's subtie body to the highar
realms. Gopi Babu remarked, “His condition seems o be
good, gradually he is progressing. The gads are teaching
the boy many kinds of invocations. He slips out from the tip
of his thumb and after visiting many piaces he returns 1o hig
body. It isa very good state.™

Friday, December & .
Today | received a letier from Akhandananda Swamiii from
Kalyani. He wrote on November 24th-—"We had gone by boat
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to Tilak Vadi. It was a four or five hour ride. On th

we had gone to Rajpipia. Today we reiurmed to KE:EE b‘?ﬁg
two Parsee ladies from Ahmedabad {whom Ma had némed
Kalyanapriya and Suddhapriya) have been with Mz for tha
past four days and will return tomorrow. Ma's body has
becomg very weak—she hardly drinks evan milk. She eats
soine nce in the day and drinks very {ittle milk at night
i?chulanath fesds her. We have procured two pucca rooms Mé
lives alone in one and we share the other. We may gc; to
Tarapeeth but nothing has been decided as yat.”

Tuesday, Pecember 10

T(:!da“_'! again | recelved a letter from Swami Akhanda-
nandaji-"We are in Baroda in Chimanfal Maniklala's dhar-
;ntfosl!:ta;a wl:ere we r}ad stayed earlier. Nothing is certain
: Gw long we wili stay here. Ganga Charan Babu's wife

Qmes every morning and stays with Ma tilt evening."”

Wednesday, Becember 11

grar:-l fif;?n m;;;;ng Shankarananda Swamiji brought a tels-
and told me that M .

Mogalsarai by the nine ' " Va was coming ta
i p.m. train tonight an

me to the station sa that | could meet !‘ﬁa, and he would take

frainl I:E ;I; :;e;;ng we went to Mogadsaral. At nine p.m. Ma's

for Ma’s darsh cgalsarai. Many people had come from Kashi

ties of sataue:r.;;, Eﬂ?imv?ltjhat I;nc;her had brought many varie-

- ' e desire of feedin
$eems o be satisfied with lavishing affaction ongi‘:‘:r‘ o ore

Ma, Bholanath, Rumadevi
. ; and Ak
going to Tarapeeth; they are taking mr;a;iﬁ;anda Suamiare




