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“Of Thee alone must be the spoken “01d
All else is but futility and pain.”

MATRI VANI*

( Replies to letters from different people at different times. )

How to Meet Adversity and Danger
10.

L ¥ No two days pass alike. Do mnot allow yourself to be overpowered
by despair. Have complete trust in Him in spite of eversthing — to
¥ Him vou should call out, whether surroundings make it easy or not. If
'ir:-—fyou have fallen to the ground, use it as a spring-board to raise yourself
wp again, “for 1t is man's duty to exert himself, no matter what he
andertakes. |

11.

Misfortune must not be looked upon as a disaster : it would be a
Bn to do so, for Who sends the misfortune ? What He does is all.

eneficial. Under no circumstances, however adverse, should man accept
feat. ' |

“Gurudevs, you do only what is for my real well.being,” keep thls::_-_-i-
ght ever with you. In this world there are bound to be all sol'tﬂ
roubles, If you have lost wealth and position, let them be - gone

to God only for the lives of yom' fmmly | | )

Y[other 5 _Words
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12,

Ab ail times let patience be your stronghold. Say to yourself:
“Lord, eversthing Thou doest is for the highest good!” Pray for th
power of endurance. Nothing happens that is not an expression of
Grace: verily, all is His Grace,

Anchiored in patience, bearing everything, abide by His Name
live jovousiy,

: | 13.

What else can be expected from this world, whose very nature
constant flux; times are never the same. To live in time is to be bound
by 1t — by death.* TIf you do not rise above time, how can you escaiié
the clutches of death ? Had time not swallowed up the moment that
brought you such acute distress and agony, would anv life be left
vour body ? This. is the way of the world. What yvou have experienced]
continually happens to every family in one form or another. Con
vourself with the thought that this is how the world is fashioned,

4

When one resides in a country not one’s own, how can one posm
evade the hardships that are a foreigner’s lot ? Your motherland is wh
there is no question of distress and sorrow, of violence and hatred,
alienism, neither of the opposites of light and darkness. -

nature, 1s the sole dutyr of man, Courage and steadiness is wha
required.

Consolation in Bereavement.

It is the will of the Almighty that - prevails at all times
verily is the law of creation. ‘World means a ceaseless round of

*Here Mother plays upon words. Kala means both ‘time’ and ‘death.’
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‘temporary happiness and affliction : to experience this, man is born. Do
‘you not see that the world is nothing but this in infinite variety ?

For him who has set out on this life's last journey with the name
Durga on his lips, there should be no grief, no tears; at any -rate do
our utmost. If weep you must, weep for God. Fortunate is he = who
breathes his last pronouncing God's Name. One must strive. to keep one’s
imind ever concentrated on His Feet. Pray for the Guru's Grace and
“ constantly remember His Lotus Feet. |

L

Such is the nature of the world. Girded with fortitude like a hero
you must try to calm vourself. There simply is no hope of peace save
in the contemplation of God. Let this be your firm conviction. 1t is
man’s duty under all circumstances to seek refuge in Him, by virtue of
whose Law all things are wrought. Not to wail or pine for the physical
of the departed should be your sole effort. This is a journey
which everyone without exception has to take and it is necessary for
each one to provide himself for the way. Those who have been: recen'ed
'_'nt-o His Arms should be abandoned entirely to His care.

Regard as the Supreme Being whomsoever you serve. Rely on Him
olutely.

The Fear of Ghosts and Evil Spirits.

Where God's l\ame is, no ghost or evil sp1r1t can exist, . for "His ’
is the destroyer of all sorrow and sin. Cherish this I\ame
to attend to your japa regularly morning ‘and evening and ever 7 t
i thinking be pervaded by his Name. . Make a special ‘effort to nm}ﬁr_

PG and have faith that where HIS l\ame 18 there ca.n be no dang
' \'erslty Df a,ny klnd R R :
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2.

Do mnot give inte your inclination to think about ghosts and appari
tions ; rather keep your mind solely: on God's Name and meditate op
Him. In the presence of His Name no other power can function, T
is the truth, be firmly convinced of it, The mtoment you have recourse
to God’s Name you should feel that no other lesser power can touch you
If at that time you are aware of any physical anxiety, be quite certaig
that 1t 1s merely a bodily reaction. '

’ 3
n L=

When he retives for the night he should vepeat the Lord’s - Name 8
and fall asleep wish it. If he be afraid even then, let him place a sacred
book like the Bhagavad Gita, the Chandi or the Rdmdayana near his head
Besides he should unceasingly sustain the fow of God's Name and remem.
ber that where scriptures arve, there is He Himself and no fear of any
kind can exist in His Presence.

~ The Duties of a Brahmachari.

Those who attempt to be Brakmachaeris or Sadhus must liv
a life of renunciation. Bloth, greed, fame, praise and impatience constitute
serious obstacles. Taking great care to avoid them, all work should be
done in a spirit of service, Furthermore the rules enjoined on Brakma
charis and Sadhus have to be given special attention. What might seem
an offence In the eyes of others should not be pursued, nor what
likely to cause even the slightest harm to oneself, '



MATAJI’'S AMARA VANI

(4% )

Question : So long as physical existence, which is the result of ome’s actions in

fmmer lives (Pmrabda )1 contmues must not at least a trace of ignorance be left.
over ? )

Matajr : If evervthing can be consumed, cannot this trace be burnt
- up too ? A a certain stage of course a last vestige of ignorance does
g persist ; however there is a state where there is no question of it.

Question : It is said, a Realized Being remains in his bedy in response to the
wishes of others on the basis of their Prarabda. . -

Mataji : One’s own desire, another’s desire and indifference — these
terms cerfainly indicate the various kinds of bondaze that desires represent.
1i, although one seems established in one’s True Being (Swarupa), one can
be touched by desire or its opposite, it is a sign that dependence in one
divection or another still continues. Remember that where- there is no
sense of having a body, he who is under the spell of the physical, sees the
body as a concrete fact. If you say after enlightenment the body will not
urvive, is_'em_bodiment then an obstacle to Supreme Wisdom (Gyan)? Where
"the revelation of the Self is, there the problem of the body simply does
*not_ anse for in that state there is no question of anyone or anything in

Q:mtmn' Since illumination can conswme everything, it is only logical that thé’
hysical body should be consumed too ; some hold this theory. | o

) Mataji : Most certainly the. body will be consumed ‘body means vsha,tv )
ubJect. to change and this will be burnt up. It is as you Ba.y When

ro

hold to a theory you thereby commit yourself to a certaln posutlon

~* The Bengali original appeared in “Ananda Varta’ .Nol:- 2, No._:__‘.
"t Prarabda Karma is that portion of one’ 8 past a.ctlons whlch 15
§ the pmsent life a.nd ca.nnot be averted
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‘and “you will be limited to it. DBnt where the revelation of the Self is;
the query whether the body survives or not, cannot possibly | occur.

Question : What is ‘Nitva Lila" (God’s Eternal Play) ?
Matagi : What do you understand by ‘Nitya’ (eternal) ?

From the audience : That which cannot be Iaﬁ_ect.ed. by the states of Wak{fi,,
dreaming or deep sleep is called ‘Nitya’ (eternal); this is how I have heard b398
explained.

Someone else : Duality (Dwafta] and non-dnality ( Adwvaita) are both eternal
it is merely a matter of divergent angles of vision. "When one allows for differen
points of view, then amidst this diversity the non-eternal will find a place.

—_

Mataji : In the Supreme, in the Ultimate, 'Whe_n limited vision has disap
peared, how can there be distinctions such as duality and non.duality ? He who
inquires, perceives the two and there 1s likewise duality for him who pi'a,ctiseg,_
Sadhana although he aims at Oneness. You must grasp the truth that He wh
is duality, is the One who is non-duality — just like water and ice.

-

A woice : Ice 1s not mere Water, it is necessary .0 mix something else wit
the W-lter to obtain ice.* : _

Mateji : No simile can be complete in every respect. Therefore i
this case one’s attention 18 focussed on the water which is melted lce—;:{-?

has no place. He who i1s bound b} a partlcular angle of vision wilk
. speak from the stand.point which happens to be his at the time. Bu
where Brahman is, the One-Withont-A-Second, nothing else can pOSslb]'
exist. You separate duality from non-duahty because you are identificd
With the body, which means you are in a condltmn of constant ‘want

deha —-bod

.'r"- .In
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X Besides it thas to be pomted out that, if through sense-perception of
B any kind or description, anything arises which is not THAT and THAT
% alone, then it is avidya (illusion). To say ‘there is only one Vishnu),
when you do mnot bshold Him everywhere, what is the sense of it ?
Again whether you call it Shabda Brahman* and therefore Brahmd, or
whether you call it Vishnu or Shiva—these are only the various mani-
stations that are = necessary at different states and -stages. " Thus all
ames are His Names, all forms His Forms, all qualities His Qualities,
and the nameless and the formless are also He alone. '

A state of being. exists where it is immaterial whether He assumes
a form or not — what 13, 15 HE. In this case what is there to express
words ?  Furthermore at a certain level the Self may reveal Itself to
self. At the same time He does not reveal Himself at all : to whom
He to reveal Himself 7 When there is neither form nor quality, what
to be put into langnage ? Where nothing is excluded, how can
Oneness be obstructed ? In this state of complete poise nothing at all is
ny longer apart from Him, what is, is, the THING ITSELF. So what
ccan be said or left unsaid, since it is entirely beyond words! Obviously |
h one speaks from the level at which he finds himself, and whatever
uttered are His words, His song, addressed to Him. In the Supreme -
tate nothing whatsoever can possibly be an obstacle : if it is, then igno. -

106 has survived. In reality there is only He — He alone ‘and - nothing
He. '

Suppose you have modelled a doll in butter ; whichever aspect of it
may survey, its shape, peculiarity or appea,ra.nce buhter it  remains
| d nothing but butter: it is one indivisible substance If you try to_}
ht it up, .its mtegrlty will be lost, that is to s&y, dlwsmn s
h questlon o R

: _Wha,t is ca]led "Nitya*' Lila._" means God :’p ‘with 7Him
oo Cod is — His. ply can never be m%e_slt ”“' "
S_ H_Is mﬁmte L:la Hls endless Play Wlﬂl]_v]]_" R . el

Shabda. Bmhma.n s lthe eternal Isound ﬂndlfth i

B‘.g 5 n»ﬁ_ .
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stand-point, whatever is required abt any level becomes manifested, for i ™
it not the spherc of Pure Consciousness! Here even division partakes of
the nature of Pure Consciousness, since it 1s transcendental. When you |
speak of non-duality ( Advaita ), is not the idea of duality implied ?
in the realm of Pure Consciousness, if you say “Maya exists,
does ; and if vou say ‘there is no such thing as Mayae’, it is equal
correct, for nothing can be excluded. Non-duality which caanot be co
ceived of, is as true as that which one is capable of conceiving, for all
is HE, and so discord, doubt, dissension are not there. The false ag
such must vanish, How can onc speak of Advaita and include individuals
the world ?. Since there is non-duality, can there still be individuals, ca.n';f"
there still be the world ? Where do these find a place ? Where exclusively }
Oneness is, how can there be room left for the two ? Furthermore is it._
nov said : “\Wherever a living being is, there is Shiva and wherever @f‘.._":;
woman, there is Shakti’ From such a point of view you should now try
to ponder over all this. -

Albeit, whatever anyone may say from any standpoint, everything
always right, nothing can be outside of THAT. Whether you say  the
is or there is not the appearance of Maya — actually there is no place’
for speech. Using words or nof, seeing or failing to see is merely
matter of angles of vision. On the other hand where THAT is, there
cah be no angles of vision. Problems are born through want of knowledge
due to the veil of ignorance. TUntil one 1is established in one's o
Essential Being (Swarupa), it is natural that queries should arise.

In the realm of phenomena ;there are all kinds of differentiatio;
‘such as ‘above’ and ‘below’. But THERE — what is and what is no
Where- ascent and descent can still be spoken of, what will you call such
a state ? Must you not admit that various directions have remained ? :
you speak of descent and ascent it is 1mphed that there must be a p
to descend to:but whither can He descend ? To. Himself alone of o
Ascending and descending are one  and the same thmg ‘and He
ascends is He who descends, and the acts of ascending and descen. ing
also He. Although you may well speak of Divine Descent, He sufely
‘- not become divided. You  see ﬁre ﬂa.re up here a.nd there, but"thls
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pot affect its unity : fire as fire is eternal. This is how vou should under-
stand it. No simile 13 ever complete. He who descends, whence he
descends, and whither — all are one. There is nothing whatsoever outside
of THAT.

Que&h‘ou:lf the Thing Itself remains what it is, what then do ascent and
escent mean ?

. Mataji : What you say represents a particular viewpoint of the world.
Where the Ultimate, the Supreme is, the question youn ask is impossible.
"On a certain plane descent and ascent exist. It is yow who say: ‘God
- descends.” On the other hand there is no such thing as descent : where He is, there
§ He remains and all possibilities are contained in Him. Tc¢ understands
4 intellectually, which means to be burdened by mental conceptions, prevents
® one from grasping the Truth.

Again, to what can you attain ? It is already present here itself !
Anything gained will be lost- again. To prepare oneself for the revelation
cof THAT which eternally IS, there are injunctions, numerous paths. Bus
do you not see. every path must come to an end ; in other words you
@ should concentrate upon that imagination which will sweep away all other
maginations, which means when you have gone bevond all imagination
- there is the revelation of THAT which yvou really are. '

The beauty of it is that man’s very nature is to desire the Real,
B Supreme Wisdom, Divine Joy ; his nature to return home when the play
sover. The field of the play is His, the play His as well, and so are
hose who take part in it, friends and fellow-beings — all is He alone.
norance surely, is not what one seeks. To aspire to Immortality
man’s true nature — or is death desirable ? The world is
poncerned  with the knewledge which is ignorance. Although it is true,
Yen here one can observe how man builds a solid house in order that
g may last for a long time, because he wants stability. At times one
Day tell a he under some uncontrollable impulse,  yet one fesls uneasy
_’N 1t. S

-

*A play upon words : ‘bhaja’_“'-méans ‘to understand’ as well as 'bﬁf-ien.'_ -
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To long for the cessation of want is your very nature and tg
explore and penetrate to the root of whatever you perceive. WWhen yoy §
buy clothes vou choose durable material, which will not wear out quickly;
even this is an indication of your innate tendency to seek the TEver.
lasting, It 1is your nature to crave for the revelation of THAT which
IS, for the Eternal, for Truth, for limitless Knowledge. This 18 why
do not fecl satisfed with the evanescent, the untrue, with ignorance

and limitation.

To vearn for the revelation of WHAT YOU ARE is your true §

1

nature.
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" The turning-point of every year
$ in the lives of Mataji's DBhaktas s
~ the period, varying between two and
four weeks, when Her birthday is cele-
brated in the month of Vaisakh.
'_ This year Mataji stayed in Almora
for the whole period and a very large
§ number of Bhaktas frcm all over
India had gathered, besides those of
% the Almora District, to join in the
“one-pointed devotion of worship ; also
4 coming for Mataji's Darshan were
_§ people from Germany, Austria, Swit-
-4 zerland, England, Scotland, America,
-4 Canada, Australia and Mauritius. Faci-
lities for residence were made In or
‘near the Ashram for the gradually
increasing number of visitors. From
he scene of constant activity, Sat-
ng, discourses by Sanyasis and
andits, Kirtan, Bhajans and a vari-
ty of ceremonies, all for the purpose
f maintaining intense dedication to
phe worship of God throughout the
Eventy four hours of every day. A
mony and single-mindedness was
ged from the feeling of love and
otion for Mataji in the hearts of

By

-_:..'May 2nd to 23rd the Ashram was and natural 7apas of

every day remaining

| BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS AT ALMORA

Kali Prasad

all assembled. Here was a friendli-
ness devoid of obstructive attach-
ment, which only those united in a

single purpose such as this can
create, There was a buoyancy and
jov in all, inspired by the constant

loving attention bestowed on every-
one by Mataji, a detailed attention,
utterly selfless, which She alone can
give. Many, who for the first time
were living close to Her for a pro-
were amazed by fthe
endless pains She took, to ensure
the and welfare of each
person. Thns She created the atmos-
phere of Love and Service which
pervaded the weeks of celebration and
transformed all the routine activities
Himalayan
Ashram life into a source of profound
happiness for everyone. From early
morning almost until late at mnight
Mataji was in our midst ; hardly was
there a time when $She was not
somewhere in the Ashram supervising
every little detail, seven hours - of
with us in
Satsang. So many things happened,
g0 many moments of significance and

longed period,

comfort

-
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beauty that in this small space it is
not possible to record them.

Mataji had been In Almora siuce
April 14th and by May 2nd a nun.
ber of Bhaktas were already
prepare for. the arrival from Brindaban
of Sri Haribabaji Maharaj with his
The night preceding May 2nd
was all-nicht Nem-Kirfan with
Puja at 3 a. m. Next morning with
decorations -going np and  beautiful
Pahari tloor patterns {alpanas) being
completed,  Mataji
everywhere at once,

there to

party.
there

wias  seemingly
In the evening
the huze crowd assemnbled in the Bhajan
Hall were fortunate enouzh to hear

Mataji lead the Kirtan with Her own

exquisite “voice. - Throughout — the
evening and atter the arrival of Sri
Haribabaji Mahara] there was much
rejoicing, and a feeling of elation
spread through the vast gatheriug,
Every .day in Satsang Sri Hari
Babaji read and discussed - Bhaiji's

book about Mataji ‘HMatri Darshan’.

Swami Svatantranandaji of Sri Shanka-

racharya Math discoursed on Vedanta
and Sr1 Krishnanandaji Avadhuta on
the Bhagavid Gita., On these ocea-
sions anythiny up to 500 people
were present. In the morning dnd
evening Sri Hari Babaji sang Kirtan
with his -disciples, and whether
was present in the hall or perhaps
somewhere out on the slopes of Patal
Devi, this was a profoundl; stlrrma

one
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sound which imbued all with a sense
of exaltation as they came to sl
at the feet of Matajt.

On most evenings after the ﬁfteeu*
minutes of silence at nine oclock_
Mataji would answer questions ang
profound discourse on  many
subjects. The mood in the evenings
was always one of happiness and'f
laughter. Manohar (now Paramananda' 1
Das) and others of Sri Hari Babaji’s

give

party pertormed  religious para- §
bies with Tbrilliant chamcterisabion [ 8

and rich humour. These parables
always illustrated some serious spiri. §
tual subject, sometimes one of Mataji's §
own stories which She often inven_tgf
or recounts, and their humour “and |
real devotion kept evervone enthralled
As Mataji has said:” Whenever you
have the chance, laugh as much
By this all the rigid knots’
body will be
laugh superficially  is
}'01114 whole being must |
lauzhter, both inwardl
and outwardly. Do you know ho
this is expressed ? You simply shak
with merriment from head to fog
so that it is impossible to tell whi
part of your body is “most affect

You Camn.
loose ne_di.lf_ :

not
et |

m your
But to
enough :
united in

“What you usually 8o is to
with your mouth, while your
tions -are held in check. But I
you bo 'laugh . with your whole codl



with all the breath of your life.” =

After the first few  daws,
. who had been ill for some time, had
set-back and therefore unwillingly
soonsented to leave Mataji on the

Her dynamic
sadly

cutta for treatment.
presence in our midst was
"% missed and we wish heran early
¥ ccovery to full health, Swami Par.
| gmananda was in charge of all the
§ wrangements in the Ashram, no mean
g task as by the end of the celebrations
48 few hundred Bhaktas were
¥in or near the Ashram, and +with

living

* §tho many ceremonies, he was con-
ls vy

7 stantly busy, yet ever smiling and
l ready to give assistance and . to
& work at any task,

u Y

%% | People began to flock to the
g Ashram and news travelled from vil-

4 age to village that Anandamayi Ma
fwas in Almora for Her birthday.
$8me of the hill people travelled
bng distances on foot to have Her
shan. One evening a man arri-
from a remote village after walk.
mg for nine days, remembering

taji from 1937 when She had visited
ash, Just as he was saying: ‘I
ot know whether 1 shall  have

Her door opened. .She looked

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS AT ALMORA

§ iepance, with your whole heart and

Didi,

great occasion in order to go to Cal-

"the event.

hance of - Mataj's  Darshan to-. -

173

towards him, as if solely to give him
what he wished, after he had travel-
led that tremendous, hard distance.
Outstanding faith and devotion always
call' forth a correspondingly wonder.
ful response from Mataji, and She
performs the real miracle of granting
exactly one’s deepest wish.

~ As all present became gradually
transformed by long periods of japa,
meditation, Satsang, by joining in
the daily Arati and Puja and by the
inspiration of Her Presence, the ;ignj- .
ficance of Her birthdsy dawned
in our hearts. Yet the true inner
meaning of Her birthday will per-
haps always remain a mystery, This
18 not just the celebration and rejoi-

- cing, the presentation of gifts which

are the sponfaneous

expression of
Nor- again is it only a
celebration of the blessed day on
which She came into the world,
Living amongst us and directing us
solely towards God, the day of Her
birth when She assumed this Her
body could perhaps be considersd of
no importance. Yet She has said. “This
body is what you think it to be’
Herelies the crux of the matter that
we, almost unconsciously, for we do not
know the full reason, desire to -enter
some kind of communion with- Her
on this anniversary of Her birth..1f .

: . e -
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}ve' are really in harmony, then Her
birthday is our birthday, it is the day
on which our hearts were set alight
with the Divine fire, whatever the
date upon which we first met Her
and . whether or not we were yet
born when She was born into Time. For
the Divine fire "is eternal, and its
kindling also an eternal process as
Birth, Life and Death partake of the
same eternal stream. So too,
ever may be its significance to Her,
for this is beyonﬂ our coneception, in
that lies the mystery, in that which 1s
completely beyond our comprehension
we seek to participate, such as we
are able,
Her, each in his own way.

since \Iatajls Buthdav
different -to each

. ‘Therefore,
meant something :
individual - prese’flt', - 1%
to attempt an objective description
of it. It is necessary o employ. the
personal - account, gince - each
it. differently would have ‘cause to
disagree as_ fto the guality of the
bald facts. Only through the actua-
lity of the
gsomething that really happened, can
the so-called objective reality be gliinp-
sed. What we recount can only be in
the duality of subject and object,
not the real, total experience. ~What
is written of Mataji should be a

kind ..of transparent structure of word-- floral coverlet.

mirrors through which diversity - of

T ANANDA VARTA

what- |

to have communion with

~ suffused with happiness, 'p'e;ople 'fron'f

all  walks of life, - Sanyasis;- Pa
dits, children, Rajas, -business -men,
- families, artists, .beggars;, — pilgrim

1s lmpossible -

seeing

subjective experience as..

"She mointed

~covered with .a beautiful -golde:

| VoL, i[§

VpieW.point ma,y be . permiti-,ed C ; _.
glimpse of that which is the ultimate
actuality of Mata Anandamayi.

The Night of May 2lst,

What magnetic force beyond
ken attracted over two thousand peo?
ple to the Ashram to -keep an a
night vigil? An all-night vigil holds
no prospect of feasting, of Prasad,
as perhaps might attract many to §
what is conventionally considered an §
ordeal. Yet this huge crowd of ‘peopls ¥.
from -widely scattered parts of India §
and sat silently ‘for hours,
patient, completely absorbed,

came

awake, ,

all on the route to the inner Kailash.’
Kirtan and Bhajans were sung through-;
out the night and & grotto wa;é},{
created out of pines and banana le
ves on a stepped terrace.. At three;
in the Mataji came oub,
from Her room ; She was radian
white, a kind of minuscule finene
and perfection, wreathed in garla
the steps and af
briefly sitting surrounded by dev
She lay down on'a couch and

rmorning

Only- Her: -foreh
gleame& -oub of this robe of Sp
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 flowers and freshness, and Her black
. hair fell like a plume on the pillow.
Puja commenced and salvers of
sweets laid out in rows on the steps

- were uncovered. Three Banyasis, led
: by Sri Hari Babaji Maharaj, sat
near Her like the Three Wise . Men
in the Adoration. For two hours
the ceremony continued in a mood
of intense exaltation. Yet there
> could hardly be anything more slm-
- ple and supremely undramatic. Almost
| no outward sign was manifested be-
. yond Her recumbent figure. Bub
 here within the black arepa of invi-
| sible Himalayas Mataji lav in Her birth
' dream, the mystery of mysteries,
£ Her brow alone marking Her pre-
| sence like a fade, like a mountain
- peak, inscrutable. This Murft seem-
- ed like Vishnu asleep upon the
. Ocean of Bliss, dreaming of the uni-
verse, or Queen Maya dreaming of
.the birth of Lord Buddha, or Dem
mmersed in the imponderable mys-
® tery of Shunye, beyond creation and
issolution, birth and re-birth. Yeb
t was nonme of these things, for it
as the very essence of Anandamays.
nd the assembled crowd filled with
Bhakti, kept vigil for That. Whe-
fiher the pandits may have called

' 'in  the causal Prakriti,
Whatever the guess, - nothing

B

DINLOUAL UVLLBEPRATIVUNS ALY ALMORA

'}}ig Samadhi, or Sushupti, complete

ther_ approach the full truth, -nor.
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dissolve the reality of that surge of
devotion which filled those assembled
and made them as one. For if, as
is supposed, only the perfected Yogi
can perceive One Jiwa where before
there was the whole world of many
Jivas, _-here was an “unvoiced "QWafé—
ness of that reality, lived for those
few wondrous moments. - SR

As the Puja ended, everyoné, still
entirely absorbed by the moment, by
the mystery of the Birth Day, prc;_
cessed quietly, unhwriedly %0 the
foot of the couch, there to Pranam
and re-dedicate themselves. As the
last filed past a new mystery was
born, reborn, and Mataji awoke ;
laying aside the coverlet of flowers
She walked forth into the morning
in Her simple white robes." But
now it seemed #hat one had never
really seen Her before, so different
She appeared. to us, almost delicate,
pale and beauntiful as a fulllmoon in
a blue day sky, with eyes utterly
remote and serene, remofe in that
they seemed to embrace all, rather
than any single person, to look

‘beyond and to embrace That which

abides deep within ; but mnever in
g0 close a communion with Her
Bhaktas ‘as -‘at that unforgettable
moment. - ool

%' & .
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That day there was feastine and
singing of hymns and discourse of
the learned. In the night as I re-
turned home Isaw a single glow-worm
ahead .of me
had found myself being called to
the attention of something within.
My eyes then wandered and saw
by contrast the distant flashes of =
creat Himalayan storm aud suddenly
from the direction of the hidden
Nanda Devi came a piercing bright
light, and as straight as an arrow,
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on the path, as if T

serenely, . with awsome, incalculable
stlent -power a comet traversed the:
sky. It sped in a huge arc across
the star.broken blackness, piercing the
brain, proceeding to some nameless
distance, leaving behind it a long
sparkling plume of fire — and vani-
shed. And then a wind came rush-
ing through the night, stirring and
weaving through the pine groves;
voice of the night, poised between
the wvoid of the and the
Light of a promise. |
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At Mataji’s Camp on the Day of the
Kumbh Disaster

By
A Devotee.
- The news of the terrible tragedy ful event. Indeed on learning the
~ gpread like wild-fire: first through details of this, the -whole matter
the vast city of tents and huts that presents itself in a surprisingly new
had been erected near the confluence of and unexpected light. One has a
the three sacred rivers, and a little sensation which can best be compa-
" later through the whole world by red to the experience one gets at a

" broadcasts, newspapetrs, pictures, films
and by the horror-stricken tales of
.+ eye-witnesses Wwho had themselves es-
: caped as if by miracle. Everywhere

T

there was great distress, grief and
. mourning for those who had been
- trampled to death, and deep sym-

~ pathy for those who had lost their
" loved-ones in so tragic a manner.
A special commission was appointed
= to unravel the canses of the catas-
* trophe ; there were discussions and

- rumours without end.

Amidst all the conflicting views
and statements it is but natural that
many of - Mataji's Bhaktas wanted ‘to
g know, . how ‘the memorable day that
Fis considered so auspicious and occurs
ly once in almost a cenfury,
gpent  in -Mataji's Camp and what

~ Kumbh

BMataji had to eay about the dread.

sndden flash of lightning on a pitch
dark night in an unfamiliar place :
for a second the landscape is lit up
and -clearly seen.

Over 300 men, women and chil-
dren from all over India had gather-
ed in Mataji's Camp, eager to bask
in the sunshine of Her Presence as
well as to purify their bodies and
souls by. plunging into the sacred
waters at the Triveni on - February
3rd, the most auspicious day of the
Mela. The problem was how
to get this large number of people
safely to the Sangam and ba.ck again.
Following Mataji’s suggestion it ;was
decided after midnight only that the

" bathers should form themselves “into

small groupsy each under the leader-'
ship of ome _or two mep_ But a

e

httle later Swaml Pa.ramana.nda. -Came
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and said he had hired two spacious
boats in which all the
Mataji's Cainp could be taken to the
Saangam in two or three large batches.
Mataji said : “Since you have already
made the arrangement, proceed as
ast vou can.” The Swamiji who is
well known as aun excellent organizer
coald not foresee the terrible diffi-
culties he would have to encounter,
trving to keep such a large number

inmates of

of people together amongst  the
teeming crowd.
At 2 a. m. about a hundred

devotees were accommodated in the
boats, ready to takec off. Before em-
barking all had pranamed to Matajl
and She had impressed on them to
choose a sacred Name like ‘Jai Guru’,
‘Jai Ram7', ‘Jai Shiva’, which they
should repeat- aloud uninterruptediy—
go that If anyone got separated from

the others he would be able to re-
cognize his party on hearing the
Name. Vibhu at once called out -

“We have decided on ‘Jai Ma’” to
- which Mataji  laughingly  replied :
“See, how you don't accept a single
one of my suggestions.” Kverybody
was in high spirits and started away
with great hopes.

~ Mataji walked to the gate of Her
Camp. Watching the broad
of bathers pressing on
She said :

stream
relentlessly,
“Does it not look like an

—
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"exaltation.

[ Vol., IT :
endless procession of ants! This
mighty ocean of human beings, all

pilgrims on tha path to liberation.”

- With that She returned to Her hut

and lay down, only to emerge again ;
after & short while. She obviously}
was in one of Her strange moods
seeming so distant and yet so near s
in one of those states which are so -
hard to describe, but which

in Mataji

extremely |
have often been noticed
during Kirtans,

Just then the Swamiji had sent
someone back to the Camp to escort
the second batch to the Trivent
When they took leave of Mataji
She enjoined on them also to repeat
God’s name incessantly right through ;—-“’7
their pilgrimage. Then Mataji b
short intervals alternately

rested in“i
Her hut and strolled hither and thi-? -i
gher. At about 9 a. m. She was’
lving down, appearing to be in 4’
state of Samadhi, when suddenly Sh
sat up and exclaimed : ¢ There, there
they are being crushed, choked, the
are being suffocated !’ Mataji's chief;
attendant and great Bhakta Sri Guru-
priva Devi, known as ‘Didi’ ( elde
sister ), who was by Her side, starf
ed up in alarm. Were her young
gisters and brothers in danger, th
who had gone to bathe amongst
uncontrollable crowds at . the Sa.ncra.

Abruptly -her anxiety gave -place_
With almost supernal
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~ ‘determination she declared :.“Nothing
 will happen to anyone of our party.”
- “Are  you quite sure ? “questioned
. Mataji. In a very definite tone Didi
- reaffirmed : “Yes, Ma, nothing
> happen to anyone of our party.”
. Twice Mataji repeated Her question,
. and twice Didi promptly gave exactly
- the same reply. At last Mataji said:
#Good ! and reclining once more, remai-

will

ned silent. Didi straightened herself
as if in a deflant mood. Again
Mataji's voice rang out : “Didi, I see

apparitions, they are horror-stricken !”
“What is this again ?7 Didi began
to feel troubled. “They are eclearly
$ visible,” insisted Mataji. Didi became
4 thoughtful : she knew from experience
§ that whenever Mataji speaks of appa-
§ ritions (Murtis), it is an unfailing
§ indication of disaster. As if to keep
. up her spirits, Didi said after a mo-
# ment’s reflection : “Well, Ma, all that
- takes place in the world s within
your consciousness. You must be see-
ng what is happening elsewhere. Most
certainly nothing
arty.” As if in confirmation Mataji
mid in the end, “Very well, be it so I”
g20d once more seemed to become
bbsorbed.

', ‘From where came Didi’s unshak-
Rble conviction ?° Was it Mataji Her-
_who msplred 1t ? At that time

has befallen our
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Didi could have idea that her
words were prophetic: not a single
person belonging to Mataji's party
incurred even the slightest injury.

no

Confusion and difficulties there
were no doubt, but everyone returned
safely. Some got separated from the
rest and had to force their way back
to their camp on foot. Others could

not advance as far as the Trivent
and had to be content with a bath
in the Ganges. The boat got stuck

in -the sand and was pulled out only
with difficadty. The second batch
never met the Swamiji at all.

Between 10 and - 10-30 a. m.
Mataji, Didi, Yogibhai and Dr. Panna-
lal were ready to go to the Sangam
by car. Just then Swami Param-
ananda turned up. Matajl wanted to
know how everyone was faring. The
Swamiji brought the news that many
of the first batch had returned, but
he knew nothing about the fate-of the
second batch. Amongst the gigantic
masses it had proved 1mpossible to
keep to his original plan. Moreover,
Gangadi, the lady superintendent of
the Kanyapith®*, had -remained back
at the Sangam with all the girls in
her charge to wait for a procession
of Sadhus.  “You should have brought
them"b&ck with you”, said Mataji,

P

*The girls’ schooI housedmthe Bana.ras Ashram. T -
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“vou should never have allowed them

to stay without male protection.”

Now Mataji's car started for the
camp of Jogibhai's people. Though
he himself had chosen to reside 1in
Mataji's Camp, the Camp of his
people was situated near the Triveni.
There Mataji sat down on a chair
on the river bamk. Dr. Pannalal and
Swami Paramananda tried to persuade
Mataji to go to the Sangam by boat,
but She said very flrmly : “I am not
going anywhere just now.” Then She
requested the Swamiji to go in search
of the people who had not yet retur-
ned.  Mataji scemed in a peculiar
mood. We were aware of something
gpecial, quite unusual in Her beha.

viour.

How could the Swamiji possibly
find anyone amidst the swarming mass
of humanity ? He was struggling to drag
a boat along for Mataji. Meanwhile
a fesw of the second batch, who had
been separated from the main body,
managed somehow to catch sight of
Mataji from a great distance and fought
their way to Her through the multi-
tude. They related all their various
adventures, Nothing was then known
about the remainder of the second
batch.

| Pa,lfamana.nda was still trying to pull
along the large boat. His efforts seem-
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ed in vain. Mataji and Her party
therefors got into a small boat and
rowed to the Sangam- Mataji did not
bathe. She pub a little Ganges wate
on Her head and then sprinkled som
on all who had come with Her. 011
lookers were intrigued to know wh
were this strange lady and her com.

panion (Didi), who were satisfied with
a little sprinkling of Ganges water |
on a dayv when bathing was consi. .
dered so exceptionally auspicious. By |
that time the Swamiji had succeeded
in pulling along the large boat and |
all returned to Mataji's Camp. She 1
asked : “Is there any news ?” XNo one .
could then have any idea of the real |
purport of Her question. Later when
we learnt about the dreadful disaster, '-
Mataji said : “I could clearly see great'_;
heaps of human corpses!” After & §
thorough search in our Camp it was §
luckily ascertained that every singls §,
person  was  present, hale and
hearty.

There was naturally much conster-
nation about the catastrophe and]
everyone began to question Mataji
to the fate of its victims,.
ding to the Shastras ‘Apamntyu,
timely death by accident, causes 3
departed to undergo a state of
less ghostly existence. In some

the accident, unable to proceé
hlgher stabes of consmousness. .
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Mataji said : “What the Shastras
- declare holds good in the ordinary course
} ofevents. In special cases itis differ.
| . enb. In this case, just consider : the

yedness of the Triveni, the atmos-
I -phere created by a vast gathering of
Y Sadbus and Sanyasis with their spirit
~of complete renunciaticn. Death oceur-
§ red ab that auspicious moment : this
must certainly mean the opening out
of a path to higher planes of con-
§ sciousness. Just as there is such a
§ thing as ‘dpwmrityu’, there are other
¥ possibilities as well.”

A few days later Mata]i sent Her
" car for Mahamahopadhyaya Sri Gopi-
‘§ nath Kaviraj, who visited our Camp
§ for a day.
¥ discussed the disaster. “What is your
| ‘opinion about the fate of its vie-
§ tims?” She asked. Sri Gopinath
| § Kavira] gave the following reply:
- “The condition of man after he leaves
his physical body depends on his
~state of mind ab the instant of death.
On that auspicious day and when at
‘the crucial moment everyone was
deeply concentrated, I cannot believe
hat this could have been a case of
pamrityu. It is of course true fhat
dhe time, place and manner of death
are the result of one’s past’ actions ;
but since it happened during the con-
illa.tion of the Mahua Kumbh, 3t the
friveni, in the holy month of Magh

At Mataji's Camp on the Day of the Kumbh Disaster.

':_:*i.;- constellation of the Kumbh, the sac-

With him also Mataji’
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and in the presence of so many Saints,
Sages and Rishis, I feel as good as
certain that there can have been no
question of Apamrityuw ; on the con-
trary the departed must have had the
very rare good fortune of being rai-
sed up into higher states of existence.”

On anoother occasion the topic
came up again and Sri Gopinath Kavi.
raj enlarged on the subject, saying :
“I know of a similar occurrence where,
by some special Divine Grace the
dving 1n their subtle bodies were
severed from their physical just an
instant before death took place, and
were lifted up into higher states of
consciousness. I have a strong feel-
ing that here also, due to the interven-
tion of some special Divine Mercy
the dying were blessed with the capa-
city to ascend straightaway into loi-
tier states of being.” Mataji very
definitely seemed to endorse the Maha-
mahopadhyaya's view. He added: “I
have visited three other Kumbh Melas
at Prayag. The crowd was equally
dense on those "occasions : but this
time I have been aware of a very
exceptional atmosphere of Divine
Blessing, which I did not notice then.”

Someone asked Mataji : “When you
exclaimed ‘they are being crushed,
suffocated ’, did you see only those
who were trampled to death ?”

. Mataji : “T say those who were saved



o _
189 ANANDA
- eyes
I saw pile upon pile of hu-
man beings being erushed and choked,
and some were completely suffocated.
Many closed their eyves

as Well a5 those who shut their
for ever.

and opened

them again, others shut them for
good. It was as if this body were
being crushed and suffocated. I was

thoss who ware - being stifled to death
and those who were trampling on
them — and all the time I was lying
on my bed In my hut. “Here Mataji
smiled Her beautiful, radiant smile,
as if nothing had happened. Someone
asked : “Why did you feel all this?
Did  you take their suffering upon
yourself ?”

Matage : “What 1 felt was not
suffocation in the worldly sense, just
as I seem to laugh as you do, as I
seem to speak your language, yet 1
remain what I am. TWho is it that
appears as suffocation ? Who is 1t
that appears as distress ? To take
upon omneself the agony of another is
a different matter. Every kind of

pened at all; what was is bub a
play ! |

“Do I not ask you sometimes,
‘why did you go there ? Only fo ;

saying it, for all is THAT and here
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action is 'not possible everywhere. §
Where in very truth all is THAT, §
where in the shape of misfortune and
suffering, in the shape of laughter and
play is the ONE who also manifests
as suffocation, in that state there is 1
no such thing as taking on the tri-
bulation of others, there is only per.‘_"‘:”
fect identify, sameness (Sama). Again,
the whole thing might not have hap.

meet with much trouble and diseom-i_
fort  To say this is as good as nob j.

can be no question of taking on suf-
fering. Participation in another’s sorrow
implies mutual relationship, one talks';
to another, -There is a place for thﬂtrj
also. To take suffering upon oneself
means to share it: this 1is posmbl&
only when one can stili speak of

give and take.”



SRI SRI MA ANANDAMAYI

What were my reactions after I

saw  the Holy Mother ? is the
-§ question posed.
In all humility and with the
deepest reverence I approach the
subject and just in a few lines 1

_§ give my personal impressions :

When I first saw the Mother
pearly five years ago, Ifound Her in

'+ # the company of a motley crowd of
‘:Fmen and women, some of whom
‘«Qappeared to me liberally minded

fand a little intellectually advanced
n of others and some orthodox in
sRtheir ways and habits of life, and
§also a few children of varving ages.
One person asked the Mother : “Do
kll us who you are, from where you
tome ? ete, ete.”

The Mother kept
lng pressed again,

Why not,

silent, but
She. answered,
| my c¢hild, ask yourseli
Md get the reply ? Surely you do
it come to see my . earthly frame.
f’l.'h&ps you get at somethlncr within
i body Wthh a,ttracts you

That sﬂenced the mqmrer This

_“' has

rema.med vivid in my

By

S C Mit'ter, _Barrister-at-Law. o 7

memory. Ever since this incident,
I have visited the \[others Ashramab

several times both in Calcutta
and Banaras. And every time I
see Her, She reminds me of a
guardian angel descended from Hea-
ven on earth carrying a divine
message ; and what is this divine
message ? “Think of your ereator,

if not every moment, at least for
some time every day ; pray to vour
Maker to show you the Light ;
have abiding faith in Him,  love
Him so that you may come nearer
and nearer to Him and enjoy bliss”.

Mob-her’s

The gaze appeared to
me to be constantly on the Eter.
nal : Her authority comes ouf of

her gentle, loving and serene eyes.
My impression of - the Mother.
Anandamayi is of a physical body

divinized, of Love personified, of the
sweebest flower that lends enchantment

- to the landscape, of divine music that

comes from afar through the medium
of a human voice, of something that
attracts irresistibly and at the same
time 18 a.we-msplnng

The plcture of the 1ma.ge of the\'
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Mother that comes to my mind is
the vision of a Deity, of a messenger
from Heaven living on earth in flesh
and blood, teaching us to love all;
and of one so deeply rooted in Akhanda
Sacheiidananda (Indivisible Existence-
Iinowledge-Bliss), in constant tune
with the Infinite. Her early life is a
vivid manifestation of the Divine
Mother in tlesh and blood, who lares
us on to meditatc on that Divinity
and shake off fear, and by our faith and
surrender, genuine and complete, Her
Grace descends on us. If we really
wish to realise Her, we must cultivate
purity, calm and inncr strength which
alone can transform wus, YWhen you
give vourzell entirely without demand,
condition or rescrvation, so that all
in vou shall belong to the Divine
Mother and nothing be left to the ego,
then alone vou get a glimpse of the
Mother Anandamayi. As a life-long
devoted student of philosophy I have
been familiar with the highest meta.-
physical thought, both Xastern and
Western, but my approach towards
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those eternal values was on the inte].
lectual plane ; whereas sitting at the §
feet of the Mother and listening to 4
Her words one breathes purer air. Her ]
presence inspires: She diffuses a lumj
nous atmosphere all around Her and3 :
fills our hearts with joy unspeakable}
and helps us imperceptibly to leﬁ%‘p .:‘
healthier, nobler and happier lives. Dry, 'T}j |
printed pages of books lack thab imspi. ;
ration. The Divine Mother Ananda- ]
mavi transcends time and space. That §
eternal invisible force assumes name
and form to lift up her creatures to af‘
higher plane and to demonstrate toﬁ
the world the eternal truths. But how
is it possible to compress eternity in'§
any compass ? Nevertheless these fow § -
unassuming lines speak for themsel-§ -
ves. May my humble voice reach¥
the hearts of millions of humanity. "
In the words of Jesus : “Give u
evervthing. Follow me and you shal
see the Kingdom of Heaven”. 50
why not make wup your mind,
ahead, struggle and turn over
page for real Bliss?- |




As The Flower Sheds Its Fragrance

Diary Leaves

by
Atmananda.
In Mataji's Presence even the trivial Suddenly a fairly large dog came
becomes sublime, the pettiest incident Tracing into the hall. Two or three

acquires significance. This fact 1tself
is an important part of Her teaching.

- #* & *

A voung girl approached Mataj
with the request to write in her auto-
“graph book. I felt sure Mataji would
decline with a gracious smile, explain-
ing: 7 I do not write.” Nothing of
the sort. Mataji nodded. “All*right,
. on which page would you like it?”
Delighted the girl opened the book
‘and handed it to Mataji. With the
"utmost concentration and a childlike
geriousness Mataji drew a tiny dot
“in the middle of the page. Then
raising Her head, She looked straight
nfo the girl's eyes, and pointing 6o
he dot, said : “In this everything 1Is

L SR LA v T e L.

contained !’ and handed the book
back to its owner. o
. | ™ *

Satsang in the hall of the Banaras
B\shram. Not many people were
Pregent, Scripture - was being read.

men gof up and tried their best to
drive it away. DBut the dog defeated
all their attempts running round and
round the hall, causing much distrac-
tion. Mataji made signs to them to
sit down quietly and take no notice
of the animal, but they were not
locking at Her. Swiftly Mataji becko-
ned to a younz man sitbing
Her. She took the garland of fresh
flowers from Her neck and handed it
to him : “For the dog!” The boy at
once succeeded in throwing the gar-
land over the dog’s head.. The animal
tugged at it happily and hastened
straight out of the hall. A smile of
relief showed on everyone's face.

near

- There was something extremely
touching ‘about this little incident.
We feel indignant at a dog dis-

turbing our religious meeting — Mataji

‘ offers it the garland from Her neck!

.. # » &

 ‘Mataji was sitbing sufrounded by
a group _b_f '.{-f_devotees. An  ant Was
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busily crawling up Her garment. phant smile walked across to the
Someone tried to brush it off.. Yith men’s side and sat down quietly,
an expression of infinite tenderness After some time however he got up,
Matajt looked at the tiny creature anouncing in a loud voice that he
and said : “Why chase it away? 1t wanted to leave. Mataji handed an
has come out of love.” orange %0 someone to give -to him,

E 2% * ]

In 1948 Dlataji's  birthday was

being celebrated in the garden of Dr.
J. K. Sen’s house, at New Delhi. A
large  crowd attended the Satsang
three  times daily. Sri  Haribabaji

Maharaj and other well.known Mahat-

mas graced the function with their
presence, |
One morning in the middle of a

meeting, a weird looking man entered
the garden. He was
queer fashion and
look of insanity. He was obviously
disturbed. He walked straicht over to
the women’s side and spoke to each
woman head

dressed in a

his face bore a

whose wag  uncover-
ed : “Cover vour head, be a Devi!”
No one heeded him. This seemed to
annoy him intensely., He was obvi-
ously getting more and more despe.-
rate. Finally he approached JMataji

and repeated his request to Her as
well. She at once complied with his .

wish and. motioned to the girls sitt-
ing near Her to do likewise. Every
woman in the assembly followed suit.
The stranger was visibly . pleased - at
his sudden success, and with a trium-

This for some reason infuriated the
stranger and he threw the fruit at -
Mataji with violence. He aimed well, *
16 hit  Her. A  wave of indig..
nation surged through the crowd,
Fwo of Mataji's Bhaktas caught hold
of the intruder and tried to lead him
out of the garden. At the gate he
freed himself from their grip and
attempted to return to the Satsang,
One of the devotees hit him, and
with difficulty he was finally turned i
out into the street.

- After the meeting Mataji called
the two young men who had dealt
with the stranger., She wanted to*
know all the details. On hearing them
She said : “You are not
anvone from coming to me; moreove
you must not beat anybody. To aton
for what you have done keep a fas
to-morrow, and you who have hi
the stranger may not even drin
water.” .“But how could we allow hir
to throw the orange ab you ?” protestef
the young men. “There was no know
ing what he might have done next.3
“Never mind, he “wanted to return
me, you should have let ‘him do

the Btr '

to  preven

The next mormncr
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came again. 'This time he was decent-
ly dressed like everyone else. The
insane look had vanished from his
- face. He did not concern himself with
the women's bare heads, but straight
* away sat down quietly with the men
and remained throughout the Satsang.
When it was over he went up to
Mataji and talked to Her. She invi-
ted him for lunch and he stayed with
us until after the meal. We found
him an educated, cultured and amia-
" ble person.

learnt that throw-
Mataji had

Afterwards we
ing the orange at
caused him such deep remorse that
he was healed of his mental distur-
bance. He had been unbalanced and
was restored to normality by Mataji's
Grace.

| This surely is an incident to be
pondered over. Mataji sometimes says :
~ “If you must be angry, be angry with
me, for you will not be able to keep
it up for long. If you focus your
[ anger on me, it will soon evaporate.”
This reminds me of a conversa-
L tion with Sri- Ramana Maharshi ab

Arunachala which left a deep im-
pression. Someone asked : “How was
t that St. Paul who  hated Jesus

lied : - “Whether it
pied : - yvhewher o

e

be love or

f , 'r)

Christ * so violently that he went
out to -kill him, later -became his
most ardent disciple ?” Sri Ramana’
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hate, 1t 1s the thought of Him
that takes vou there.”

# . % *
A small party had arrived from

Rishikesh at the Kishenpur Ashram.
Among them was a lady from South

India. Probably in her late thirties,
beautiful and cultured, she seemed
absent-minded., Showing no interest

in her surroundings, she hardly spoke
to anvone. Some deep grief was obvi-
ously gnawing ab her heart. She asked
for an interview with Mataji. She
knew very little Hindi and so a few
of us were allowed to be present
to translate when she told her sad
tale : “First my hushand died. I was
upset, but I could bear it, because I
had my only daughter, a lovely, talen-
ted child. When she was 12 she
became ill] and died. Since then 1
cannot find Tpeace of mind. She was
all T had, so beautiful and promising.
When she had hardly begun her life
gshe was forn away from me. Why
did she have to leave me? Why ?
I cannot understand.

“For some time I worked in an
orphanage. 1 thought, if 1 ‘have
no child, let me at least serve mother-
less children. I got attached to
those orphans and .they to me;
hﬁb_ my _heart is still broken. .- .

c “My Guru says: ‘Go on with
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vour Sadkana and gradually you will
find consolation.”  But I cannot
concentrate. All the time I am
pining for my darling. Nothing
appeals to me. I want my child
back. What am I to do?”

Mataji said : 7 First of all : sorrow

comes from the sense of ‘I' and
You =ay: My daughter
arieve. But who
you

‘minc’.
“died” and s0 yow
arc vou? Iind oul who
She was the fruit of your body. s
as vou are identified with the
pain, it 1s
girls

are !

lony

bodr,
inevitable.
voung and

must  be
So many boys and
beautiful, yebt 1%
does not affect yon much.  You
only think that this one child  was
vour own and you have lost” her,

there

die,

“Then there is another thing to

be learnt: all sorrow 1s due to
the fact that one keeps apart from
God. When vou are with Him,
all pain disappears: let vour th- ghts
dwell on Him. Remember tha' your
daughter is mnow with Him. The
more vou ink of God, the nearer
vou wil] be to her. If you must
shed tears, cry for Him.

“Just as some blossoms fall off
without bearing fruit, so some

human - beings die young. For a while
God bad entrusted the child to your
care and then He took her tack
unto Himself. Now He Himself is
looking after her. One day you will

ANANDA VARTA

.go there too.

Until then keep your
mind on God and you will also be '
with your child.

“How do you know your daucrhter :
is not much better off where she isg
now. How much trouble and disfress ¥
ife has brought you! Would you %
have desired a similar fate for her ?:

“Then again on the level where i |
Self, there is no 1
and death. Who
dies? All is One *4

there is only One
question of birth
is born? Who
Self. __
“The same mind that identifies
itselfl with the body can be turned
towards the TFternal and then the :
pain the body experiences will be”‘
o matter of indifference. Since the?%
body is bound to get hurt at tlmes,%
there must be suffcring as long as
one is identified with it. This
world  oscillates endlessly between
happiness and sorrow, there can be no
security, no stability here. These are to
be found in God alone.
be both, the world and the
On the way there seem to be two,
God and the world, but when one
has arrived there is only |
wWhat the wordly life is you havil
seen. Who is yours? Only . youl
Guru, your Ishta in Him you rilk
find everything and everyone, —1 3
your child.” N
Several monhhs later the
Jady came to Banacras for Matap



. %Darshan She looked younger [and
3 peppier. “I have got .over my
grief,” she told us. “I am now

| - When Matajt
aid : ‘I am youll‘ chlld, Her voice
as my daughter's voice. My hair
& stood on end and I had an extra-
' “ordinary feeling, which I cannot put
Trom that moment the
heal.

-into words.
g wound in my heart began to
1 have gained an inner conviction
that my child is happy where she
%4 1 am finding ever greater peace
"':':'-':‘and am able to attend to my medi-
A tation. Now I am planning to go
‘$on a pilgrimage to Badn and

‘Kedarnath. T only wish all bereaved

':'inothers would have the chance to
be comforted by Mataji, as I have
* * ™

One of Mataji's outstanding cha.-
‘!acbenstlcs is that She does not reply
brom any particular point of view,
exhausts a problem by throwing
ht on it from every possible angle.
flere is a striking example.

he other day a practical duestion
s asked. “Suppose I have business
'inag with someone and he cheats
£ by not giving me my money’s
b hh Is it right to go to court

n quiet ? 7

EMataji gaid : “Some feel

As the Flower Sheds Its Fragrance

‘cheated me ?

- He quickly

hould I shrug my shoulders and_

... oblivious of h1s surrouudmcrs With-
s 'B'Ido ~oub notlcmcr 113 he stepped nnrht over _"_

T "I.' co
w F T
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not give this person a lesson he will
go on cheating and bscome worse,
and so they go to court.

“But there is another way of
looking at it: ‘Who is it that has
Are not all forms, all
beings manifestations of Him ? What
I have been deprived of-was evident-
due, God who has
taken 1t from me.’

“There is a third way of dealing
with the culprif, illustrated by the
following story. A thief broke into
the hut of a Sadhn and stole what-
ever he could find. As he was esca-
with his loot, the Sadhu returneld
From a distance he saw the
with ‘the load on his head.
followed him, shouting :
‘“Wait a moment, brother, there are
a few more things that you might
want. Would you not like this,
and this and this as well 2’ 'The
thief was so overcome by the
sstounding way the Sadhu reacted
that he fell at his {feet, left of
stealing and became a Sadhu himself.

Iy not my it is

ping
home.
burglar

“There is vet a fourth way of
looking at the matter : ‘is it my busi-
ness to punish the evil-doer 2’ Listen
to another story‘ | ' -

“Once 5 great Bhkata of Sri KI‘lShIlH,.__ |

--Was walking absorbed in the contem~

Beloved, comple belv

platmn .of his

-



190

had
~ground
a washerman. ‘Have _you
shouted furiously the washer-
man whose work had been spoiled.
Getting hold of a stick he was abous
to beat the Bhakta,

At that moment Sri Krishna was
having food with Rukmini. All of a

the newly washed clothes that
just been spread out on the
to dry by
no eyes

sudden he jumped up aund without
explanation hurried away, returning
after a shory while. ‘My Lord’, ques-
tioned Rukmini, ‘ why did vou leave

s0 suddenly in the middle of your
meal and how is it you have returned
50 speedily ?° This is  what St
Rrishna replied, ' A very dear Bhakta
of mine was in danger of being be-
laboured with a stick, so I hastened
to his rescue. But when I got there
I saw that he had picked up a stone
ready to throw it at his adversary.
Since he was protecting himself, there
was no need for me to intervene
and hence 1 returned to you without
delay.’ -

There is StlH another aspect of
the problem to be considered. Once

' ANANDA VARTA
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a saint was being badly abused b}i
someone without any reason. He
reflected : *What a  terrible punish.

ment has this man incurred by his- ;

grave injustice.! He therefore gave

him a light slap to “lessen the 1
disagreeable fate his offence would § ;
inevitably bring about. o
“And lastly : 1f the person who § ;
chieated you were your brother, would § p
you call his action cheating ? To § f
remove something from one's home § I
is not stealing: one takes one's § &
own. Are mnot all men  brothers, § b
children of one Tather? Yyho is § S
to punish whom ? ¥
“Whichever of all these points of § in
view appeals to you most, accordmg' q
to it you should act.” = B
Question ; Suppose one feels tha,t;' 0r
the evil-doer must be taught & Jsn
lesson and goes to court, does one §an
not thereby injure oneself, specially ;
if one happens to be a seeker a.fter 1
Truth ? | : bfal
Mataji: Yes, certainly, for o
acting thus one’s ego wil %

enhanced.



_ ‘ lt ra.rely happens th&t M&taﬂ re-
Y@ mains at any one place for even a
¥ mponth without a break. This sum-

mer Almora had the exceptional
» § privilege of Her presence for very
| § pearly two and a half months,
, § from April 14th il June 27th,
. § In  former  years  Mataji  used
- [ to visib Almora frequently,

but preceding this recent  sojourn

She had not been to Almora for six
years,  except for ftwelve short days
in June 1953. The greater in conse-

¢ § quence were the rejoicings when She
- §came this time, indeed it seemed
t §one long series of celebrations in
a §succession and perpetual exultation

e §and wonder.

| A special article giving a detailed
J description of Mataji’s birthday cele-
g brations from May 2nd to 22nd has
Bbeen included in this issue. As soon
8 the function was over a Bhaga.
g %ala Saptah was held from May 23rd to
-8 30th, for which many guests remai-
@red and new-ones arrived. In the
ourse of Mataji’s stay several Sacred
Thread as well as, Shruddha Ceremo-

' '! es were performed, Annapra-
chrma

one
and & npaming ceremony of

NOTES AN D COMMENTS

some Brahmacharlq Wmtors also vied
with one another in giving feasts to
all present on the occasions of their
own or their children's birthdays or
at the news of a successfully passed
exam. ete. In fact Mataji jokingly
remarked : “We have had every kind
of celebration except a wedding!”

Several times the Swamis of both
the S7¢ Ramalkrishna Mission and
the Srv Ramakrishna Dham came and

were entertained by Mataji. FEveryone
was charmed with their delightful
Kirtans., They in turn invited Mataji

and Her large party for Satsang and
Kirtan, followed by sumptuous din-
ners at their own beantiful, spotlessly
clean and well organized Ashrams.
Ministers of the U. P. Govt, M. P. s
M.T.. A s, and officials came from
Ranikhet, Nainital and even from the
plains for Mataji’'s Darshan. Some of
them asked questions that received
very generous response from Her.

-

?

During Matap's stay useful and
most welcome improvements were made
in the Almora Ashram, such as the
installation of electricity, the completion
of new bathrooms and lavatories with

. aThe first feeding of a baby with solid food.
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septic tanks for the students of the
Vidyapith*, and the bnilding of a
watertank with pipes supplying about
8 taps in kitchens and bathrooms.

It seems only befitting to express
our appreciation and warm gratitude to
the people of Almora for being so
exceptionally” well disciplined, orderly
and considerate throuchout the whole
pericd. There ~was mno pushing, no
blocking of Mataji's way by falling
at Her feet when She was walking,
which are of so common ~occurrence
almost everywhere Mataji goes. Yet
this exemplary behaviour was certainly
not due to indifference, as could be
clearly seen from the fact that there
were but few occasions when the hall
was not packed to overflowing, and
that for many hours daily the com-
pound of the Ashramm was crowded
with visitors eager for Mataji’s Darshan
or a few words fromi Her. Even at the
‘all-night Kirtans a great number of
women attended who had come on
fool several miles; Patal Devi is far
from almost every part of Almora
and there are no conveyances, with the
exception of two or three private

.. During the last few days many of
the visitors from outside dispersed,
vet even then about 80 people, among

"hearts ? " continued the quesmoneb |

them a few Westerners, couldbe::
counted daily at lunch time at
the Ashram. Late at night a smal ]
group of devotees would collect in
Mataji's sitting-room to discuss an
have their doubts and difficult
cleared. Those = were unforgettable’
hours of intimate and close personal
touch  with Mataji. On the las
night but one a few of the cibtizens
of Almora, instead of vreturning to § a
their homes after the Satsang, sat § I
walting patiently for this informal § i
gathering. Rich was their reward § i
Mataji sab up till 1 a. m., replying§ &
to questions in great detail and rels. § ¢l
ting incidents of Her early life. § cc
HEveryone kept wide awake, listening{ ar
entranced. At the end one of the § sh;
residents of  Almora  exclaimed: § ¥
“Mataji, you are leaving us, we shall § i
feel so lonely ! Our lives will -be July
empty without you!” “Why doyou}l
say 1 am leaving you?” replied Fan
Mataji., “Why do you want to pushf
me far away? I am always w1th
you'!” “Do you then dwell in o

“In  your hearts ?” -said Mataf
“Why do you want to restrict
to a particular spot ? Blood of
blood, bone of your bome am I.-
is the truth. Believe me, I 1€
tell an untruth!” :

- *Vidyapith 4s the name of the school housed tn the Almors Ashram where ~boys
brought up according to the ancient ideals ‘of the Bra hmacharya ‘Ashrame, as well as ta

all modern subjects.




¥ stirred from their places and Mataji
sang with Her wonderful, crystal clear,
gentle  voice » “He Bhagavan, ha
s § Bhagavan, All-bountiful Lord of Love”
0 § and then “Sita Ram, Breath of my
st § Life”, and all present, as if welded

al § into one body, repeated each line
d. § in a mighty chorus, deeply moved,
v § As on the previous night someone
la- § damowred : “Mataji, we have been

fe. § coming - to you daily, but now you
ng § are going away. How desolate we
he § shall feel! How are we to go on ?”
d:§ “Why do you say I am going away ?”
said Mataji. “I am your little baby,
deJalways with you. Remember this,
3l am ever with you!
fint leave his parents? I am not
sking vou to sit up straight, to
th¥bold your breath, to purify yourselves.
arfln  whatever condition you are, I
i with you. Bear this

in mind!

they what they may.” “But we
Vere -you as our mother,” someone
“we do npot look
n you as ouar child” “Well,
erything is  all right,” conceded
ataji. “If you say ‘mother’, that
20 is right. But does a mother

protested,

NOTES AND COMBMENTS

'_ No. 2]

] The following evening, the last.

, § at Almora, the hall could scarcely

| § hold the crowd. Sri Hari Babaji

1§ Maharaj and his. party left. the Sat.

1} ‘mang before 9 o’clock. Mataji  got
up but sdt down again. No one

Does an in--
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forsake- her children ? Never !

At 11 p. m. Mataji reminded us
that it was getting late. A fe_{v men
got up and left, but not the women.
“We are not going home to-night,”
they declared with determination.
They had come prepared to spend the
night in the hall and sing Kirtan.
Mataji was to leave at day-break and
they wished to see Her off and so
they did. Mataji went to Her room
to retire for the nishs, but soon
She was back again i1n the hall and
for several hours sat listening to the
gongs of these true Bhaktas., As
4-30 a. m. they performed draii
in  the Ashram courtvard and at 5
sharp, in the dim light of dawn, a
large crowd with heavy hearts and
tears in their eyes watched Mataji's
car start and disappear in the dis-
tance, followed by two buses in which
travelled Mataji's and Sri Hari Babaji’s
partivs. '

At the ‘Brewery’, where the
Almora and Nainital Roads meet, a
number of Bhaktas from Nainital
were waiting with flowers and fruits,
anxious to have a few r1noments
with Mataji. From there Mataji,
accompanied by Sri Haribabaji Maharaj
and Swami Paramananda motored
straight down into the flaming hea
of Bareilly. The monsoon had nob
yet broken. :
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After five dayvs at Bareilly. on the
early morning of July 3rd the whole
party left for Moradabad and remained
there till July 7th. That night 5Sni
Haribabaji Maharaj and his disciples
said good-bye to Mataji who left for
Her Kishenpur Ashram near Dehra-
dun,

~the next morning,

On the nicht of the 12th of July
Mataji the train
travelling The  13th
was spent in the capital of the T. P,
and on the 14th early morning Mataji
alicghted at Danaras and was greeted
enthusiastically by a great number
of devotees, who after Her absence
of over four had been im-
patiently looking forward to Her
arrival. The next day Guru Purnima
was observed. People had
from DBombay, Calcutta, XNainital,
Kanpur, Allshabad, Patna and other
places to do obeisance to Mataji and
receive Her Blessing on this special
day. Yrom early morning till
at night a  steady stream cf
visitors continued to pour in, eager
to offer garlands and
do Puja. There was Kirtan from
dawn onwards, and from
mately 10 to 12 a. m. Puja was per-
formed at the Chandi Mandap. The

wias - azZaln  in
to Lucknow.

months

come

!
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whilst they proceeded to Delhi

late

gifts and to

approxi-
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day ended with a common dinner
on the moonlit terrace of the Ash -
ram overlooking the Ganges, where
at nearly midnight everyone- partook - |
of the Prasad from the Annapurng
Temple. :

How great was our dis&ppoiﬁtment L
when the following morning Mataji =
announced that Sh2 intended to leave
on July 17th after barely three days
at Banaras. She staved at Hardwar
for three days and from there return.

ed to Kishenpur on the 21st. )

Didi  (Sri Guarupriva Devi) had
come to DBanaras from Caleutta on
July 12th, definitely improved in health

though not  yet recovered. She §
staved in Baparas till July 20th," i
when she set out for Dehradun with j ]
- Didima (Mataji's mother) and others § ]
by the train thab Mataji was to_ E
board at Hardwar on the 21st morn.". § ;
ing. 5
Until August Sth ’\Iata,p remained ;i
in Dehradun, oscillating between + 56
two Ashrams at Kishenpur and Raipur 2§ -
and reached Banaras on the 9th
to be present at the Jhulan and "i'
Janmashtami  celcbrations. . 9
There is & possibility of Durgall’?
" Puja being performed in Mataji’s 5

gence at Ranchi this year. -

-uT.C'.".\

s
Y
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