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God oftent gives u trivial suffering and thereby prevents a much
graver misery, Sufferings too are vne of Iis forins, by which He
atiracts jiva fowards Ifimsetf. Those who can convert a suffering
into His rememberence and effer prayers io Him, for them
suffering is a fraefriend. - M Anandamiyvee

Path to Scif Realisation

On asking Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee as 1o how we can
achieve the path to Sell-Realisation, Ma advises:

*If you wish then yvou can do like this. At all instances, 11 i
cssential Lo follow ali thése, IT (here is a shorlage of ting, thcn
also try to achicve these as much as possible, and during free
time or during holidays give your todal effort.”

1. Satkriya, Satsang. { Virwous actions, Spiritual discourse)
2. Sutvavachan kahna. {I'ruthful dialogues).

3. Tat gyan mein sevi - jan janardhan.  (Serving with a noble
thought to all).

—————
Y

4. Sadgranth path.. (Reading scripiurus).
5, Kirtan. {Singing the peaise of God).

e

. Kriya Yog.  (Masays, for Self-realisation, that is to know onesclf;
. with Lhe advice of the Guru, whatever actions ure observed.
Lthat anly is called as Kriya You)

7. Puja. (Worship).
8. Japa. (Repeating the ‘name’).
9. Bhagwat Kvipa Prarthand. {To praty for Divine Grace).
10. Smaran. {Divine contemplation).
11. Shamna'gaﬁ. (Sglf-Surrcndcr}.
12. Tat Dhyan. (Divine meditation).

\; : =/

1t is our sincere request to all readers who have not sent their subscriptions for
the year 2021 and ahead, to send the same at the cardiest, Curious readers are

also requested to subscribe for them agazinc.
--- Managing Vditor, Ma Anandamayee Auirit Varta”

.




atha chittam samdiddhitum na Shaknoshi mayi sthiram
abhydsa-yogena tato mam ichchhdpium dhanaijayal)2-9

If you are unable to fix your mind steadily on Me, O Arjun, then
practice the regulated principles of bhakti-voga while
remembering Me with devotion und constantly restraining the
mind from worldly affairs.
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Ma's message on Sadhana

On the occasion of the 125th Birth Anniversary of Shree
Shree Ma Anandamayee, i.e. in the beginning of the year
2021, the 'Akhand Bhagwat Smriti’ japa had been revived and
all devotees had responded excitedly to it o.

This is just to remind all the devotees of Shree Shree Ma
Anandamayee that you all must have allotted atleast fifteen
minutes out of your busy schedule to keep maun and
remember your Ishia-Devara at the same time everyday.

Shree Shree Ma had given us the aphorism “Hari katha hi
katha aur sab vritha vvatha® ("To talk of Hari alone is
worthwhile; all else 1s in vain and leads to pain'). Shree Shree
Ma also used to say, “This body begs for 15 minutes a day
from all to be devoted fully to God, in the form of japa or
bhagwat-path or bhagwat-smaran. The time once given to
God cannot be altered irrespective of your condition.™
DidiMa (Ma's mother) our JagarGuru had also mentioned
that japa and maun can be done at any place at any time and at
any situation or work in hand.

Those who have not yet started please begin your japa and
maun at any time that you feel can be utilized everyday. May
MA's infinite Grace showering on us be remembered again.

— 2 >
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Matri— Vani

1. Q: Is it essential o worship twice in a day?
Ma: Yes, Just as [or the safety of your body you take two whole meals; similarly
it ts essential to worship God regalarly in the morning and evening. Besides
this just as vou all take light ineals, fruits, sweels, paan etc, several times a day,
sinilarly throughout the day in-betsveen repeat the ‘name’ of God or perform
silent fupa as much as you can. This will help you in your path to Truth,

B3 2 =
2.(): Some days [ get a lot of concentration during worship and some days Tjust
cunnot sit at all. Why does this happen?
Ma: Sometimes cerlain items included in our meals causes’ disturbance in our
minds. Sometimes this also occurs by walching irnpure scenes or being touched
arstaying in the company of an unmoral person, Unknowingly thal aflecls your
mind. Hence Talways say, if somebody wants to retnain properly in this path he
should leave everyone's company and stay alone for some time, But this is
difTicult for Lanily-lile. But one should maintain a proper aim and it is ¢ssential
to continuously make etorts to keep the mind concentrated towards that aim.
By considering all work being perlormed by you as service to God, He will
abways be in your mind. Just as when the old leaves fall off a tree new ones
grow, snmlarly the altraction towards the family and world will gradually diminish
and the aitraciion towards God will incrcase.

# * *
3. Q: What s the solution to calm our mind?
Ma: tta potis Niifed with water, then on jerking the pot the water will also shake.
13ut when the por is kept still in one place, then the shaking water will also
bocome calm after sometime, Similarly try to keep your body still for somctime,
gradually the mind will also become calm.

* * #
4. 1silok 1l'] eat, drink and enjoy life and not worry about the future.
‘Ma: [[this 18 the ease then what is the difference between an animal and 2 human.
They too eat and sfcep. But a human being is the son of immortality, hence to
wish for immortality is his natural tendency. Your worry will not go away like
tins. Only humans want.to cnquire about the Truth, Human body is precious. The
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qucst for God is only possible in this body. Who um I, who is mine, ilthis is not
known then what is more depressing than this? One who knows himself knows
God too.
ik * *
3. Ma: This is exactly what the world is like: full of worrics and anxiety. With-
out the remembrance of God there cannot be even a thought of peace in this
world; such is its very nature. It is always the parents who have to suffer in all
respects on account of their children. Like a hero you will have to remain un-
perturbed and persevere in patience. Appeal to God for 1lis own sake, and then.
only may you hope for peace.
* # *
6. Ma: Tf'the mind is fixed on God the question of matertal wants or complaints,
ol hemour or disgrace docs not arise. You will have to sirive earncstly to remain
cver centred in God, no matter in what way He may keep vou. When thinking
think of Him, when working let it be His service only. On no account allow your
thoughis to dwell on wants and complaints.
' * * *
7. Ma: In your sorrows and troubles address vour prayers and petitions to Him
alone. To tim alone you should contide all your difficulties, for He is the
Fountain ot Goodness.
' * # ¥
8. Ma: Everything occurs according to one’s own fate. This vou will have 10
acccpl, One who has created has according to one’s own karma, has specitied
regulations, that one has to experience; there is no other choice. For that person,
who is also a part of Him, with whom vou are not satisfied, you don’t like to
even take his name, will this result into good deeds? Again, to reap the fruits of
your actions? What your parents had thought proper, they have done. They cannot
create your karma.
* * * :
9. Q: Docs the human being have the power o perform such a kgrma by which
he can attain the Supreme position, the Supreme Lord?
Ma: I'or that reason only it is said that only the Gurn by 11is grace uplifis you to
that position, There is no way of attaining 'U'hatl by karria.
* * £

“Without worldly agony, ihe desire to be acquainted with the engineer of
this Universal machine is not awakened, '
- Shree Shree Mu Anandamavee.




Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee Prasanga
(Volume - V)

Amulya Kumar Putta Gupta
feontinued from hefore) '
Salvation from danger by Ma’s Grace

‘Today early morming Shri Vishnu after offering pranaam to Trivenipuri
Maharaj, came necar and said, “A greal peril has passed over all those of you who
had gone to Shimla yesterday. All of’ you have been saved just because of the
pious virlues of Rajussheb and of course Ma’s infiniie kripa.” After hearing
this from Vishnu, I finished my tiflin and went near Shree Shree Ma. Swami
Paramanand, Shri Abhay and Shri Vishnu were already present there. 1 informed
Ma what Trivenipuri Mahargaj had mformed and then asked, “Ma, | have heard
that You also have mentioned yesterday that there would be some problem
our car. What had You seen yesterday?” Ma roplicd, “The day you were told to
visit Shimla, that day itself had scen that two cars would collide and a fatal
accident would occur; tnspiic of that had recommended you all to visit Shimia.
Because then had a £heyal that this cannot be allowed to happen. I you were
stopped from going o Shimla, the danger that was seen was not likely to happen,
But since This Body has some mental problem, hence had sent you all for the
tour; but there was « kheyal that nothing would be allowed to occur. Then you
all left and at around iwo in the afternoon saw your car and another car just
crossed very near 10 cach other, and the people in the car had become territied.
Immediately informed this matter 1o Renu. ITorrified Renu asked, *Ma, there
will not be any crisis to all those whe have gone (o Shimla?” This Body informed
her not to spread this information to anyone now. After this had gone and had sat
down near Haribaba. Then, observed that deop breathing was occurring on This
Bady. See how wonderful all this is. Observing others sadness you all also
occasionally by taking decp breaths become sad with that miscry, implying by
taking deep breaths you accept their sorrows and become sad. Many a time the
same oceurs on This Body, then can understand that, the person regarding whom
this efect is' occurring, he has to bear the consequences, Yestorday too when
the deep breaths were coming then with total A%eydl, (not accepting it at all), it
was being crased and a sweet smile was being maintained; because you all have
gone 1o Shimla joyously and will have to return back here joyously.”
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Abay: Since You had maintained that 5011 smilc on Your lace, they could
return joy{ully?

Ma: Yes, the same has occurred earlier too. Some peopie iave tried to take
their lives quite a few times but have failed; because then This Body has a kfeyal
that this cannot be allowed to take place.

Abay: Why this cannot be aliowed?

Ma: This kheydl occurs maybe because, carly death of that type can cause
mistortune to the person. Again for instance, this alse occurs with This Body,
that This Body is observing tie calamity aboul 1o oceur ta someone, and This
Body is present there but still there is no Aheydl to remove that. Just as the
light and wind remains unperturbed during one's calamity, 'I'his Body oo inspite
of being present there just observes il unruffled. Again the manner in which
people sulfer pain ete, in a simtlar manner This Body too sufters. There is not
much of a diffcrence among the two. Because like other people This Body does
not have any sense ol duality. Although saying verbally ‘ek brahma dwitiva na
asti’, but in their behaviour 1 s observed that there are a variety of [eelings: but
that cannot be permitted. In fact there is truly a state where duality just does nor
exist.

Mysell: Okay. Ma! When you are sulfering someone ¢lse’s pains and illuess,
docs that person also suffer pain at that instance?

Ma {smiling): No.

Myselt: One more point, yesterday the impending doom hovering over us
was of course fated to occur. Instead of Shimla il we had gone somewhere else
then whal would have happened?

Ma: No. every incident is relaled Lo u place.

Mysell: If we had nat arcived trom Kashi, then what would have happened?

Ma: There was no choice other tn 10 come here.

Hearing these words of Ma I began to wonder mesmerized. Inspite of a
strong unwillingness we had arrived ncar Ma in Dehradun. We spend so much of
thought in‘running our lives, we nwke so many arrangements to aveid calamiry,
but we never think [or  moment of That Supreme whosce kind gave is always
focussed on us. He Himself like a tool is handling us which we just cannot
realize. If we could, then our lives would not have been so diificulr.

Various states of n@m-jupa

‘Today evening too when Ma was strolling in the courtyard. | went and stood
nearby. Ma picked up the yuestion raised by Manohar, Flarisaba’s pupil in the
morning. Then Manohar had asked, “1 do not get God’s darshan inspite of
regularly domg japa-dhyin” Then Ma had replicd, *'here are numerous types
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ol japa-dhyan. In onc type just like getting an yearning for food, an yearning
lor japa-dhyan occurs and the person’s countenance becomes bright, however
he is actively working with his hands. The activilies he is doing, it is not that he
does not like it, however there is a painful yearning too. While perlorming
worldly dutics in a proper manner someon¢ or the other leels an anxiety for
performing japa. One another state of jupa-dhyén is that japa-dhyan is
oceurring in an uncontrolled manner. It is not that there is no utee for performing
worldly actions, but he is not able to attend to it by his own wish. Itis also not
that he does not like to perform the worldly actions but as i there is an attraction
towards that. The urge (o pertorm Lhe various worltdly actions impinges on his
mind while performing dhyan-jupa, bul the s@dhak (aspirant) does not have
the energy to get up from his dhyan-fapa. Besides (hese two states there is yet
another state when the sadfiak remains deeply cngross L-d in dhvan-japa; worldly
actions just do not arise within the s&@dhak in this state.”™

In the moming Ma had very briefly mentioned alt these. Now in the evening
Ma explained these in slight detail. Ma further said, “Sce, all (he states of ghyan-
Jupathat have been mentioned, these too have been mentioned in brief, Besides
these there are many more states, While perlorming japa many atime it is felt
as if along with the japa, neotar (wmrir) is being consumed. The name that is
being repeated, is not just an arid rame, it is like gmrit. Again many a timo
thoughts arise in the mind. Then one leels, is there anything in this world which
is more sweeter than the name? The first stale thal was mentioned, in that only
amrit is being consumed. And in this state besides lasting the sweetness of the
name, it is being compared with the other beautitul things of this world. Again
there is yel another state where there is ncither the taste of the name nor
comparison with other gross things, it is as if a state of fulfilment.
Renunciation {fyag) is alse a type of atta chrﬁen_t

Alter this the topic of renunciation arose.

Ma: There is 1 kind of happiness in renunciation too. The joy in renunciation
is similar (o the joy in enjovment. People who come for sddhand and tolerate
the severity of zydg (renunciation), they do it because they get joy in il

Mysell: Ma, You had once said carlier that there is nothing called as tyag
(sacrifice). People are just going from partial {ullilment to absolute filfilment.

Ma: Now also saying the samc in a slightly descriptive wanner. Do not people
say that enjoyment causes alluchment. I say that renunciation too causcs bondage.
The sacrifice by which one gets joy is a type of bondage too; cgo is hidden in
that too, [ have been able to sacrifice so much, just by pondering on this one
gets enjoyment. Ilence it is mentioned that rydg cannot be performed, it.occurs
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on its own. In order to altain Llim one has to rise above enjoyment and
renimciation.
The originality of Shree Shree Ma's expression and language

Ma is always present during 1 airbaba’s oration program (path-kathd) and
it is observed that Ma is as if hearing it with total concentration, relerring to
that Ma said:

Ma: Now also timely sitting during the péth, but what is being heard that
only Ganga knows. (Cveryonc laughs). But observing this people can think that
whatever | say that I say after hearing and learning from all those lectures, Earlier
such lectures were not held; hence such doubts never arose in anyone’s mind.
Again several times what ] say matched with that of the lecturc being delivered,
Fhis does nol mean that what T hear T remember that and during conversations
nenlion that. 1o you know the actuality? Whatever is being said spontaneously
arises from here itsell'and it inatches with that written in the scriptures, Recitation
is not done by memorizing the seriptures. Yes, sometimes it also happens that 1
wenlion that [have heard from such and such, that is absolutely different.

Abay: The doubt that you have mentioned, once upon a time I too felt doubtiul
in a similar manner. Earlier I used to hear only words ol intelligence (gydn), {
never heard words of devotion (bhakes). Later when I started hearing words of
devotion then [ started feeling that the discussions on Nume, devolion ete., that
occurred inyour presence, memorizing that only vou are talking on devotion.

[Tearing the words of Abay, Ma started laughing.

Mysell: Ma, as T have understood of what you have mentioned about your
preaching is that. you do nol preach after hearing and inemorizing the scriptures.
Whatever you say is spontancously created within vou and is said instantly. But
what about the language? Do you learn it by hearing other people?

Ma: No, { speak Hindi, oflen say two or three English words. But these are
words thal abruptly arises in my A#eyal and that is only spoken; it is not that I
have heard it beforehand, memorized it and then saying it. But you can question
as 1o why the Hindi that I speak is full of errors? Cannot evervthing be spoken in
a pure [orm? The point to mention here is that Ja koy jay (whatever happens).

Myself: Khukunididi had mentioned earlier you could not find the words (o
spcak and hence used signs by hand movement to express yourself. Now while
speaking il language can be created then why did it not occur earlier?

Ma: See, when wherever we arc staying, depending on the custom of that
place my words come out. Now while talking I speak more of the dialect of
Kolkata whereas 1 ain not aware of the dialect of Kolkata. The reason being the



Vuol. 27, Nod, Jdely 2023 Sbiree Shirec Vi Anandamayee Prasonga 7

words come out depending on the custom of the persons with whom the
conversation is taking place.

Mysel[: So [rom your words I have understood that regarding your thOuOhts
just as you have not learned anything from others regarding language too it is
the saime. Whatever is being told by you, all of it. are being crealed spontuneously.

Ma: Yes, memorising and saying something does not arisc within This Body.
[ too mention several times that memory is at peace now.

Myselt: Ma, scveral people have a conception that you have an extra-ordinary
lalent and henee whatever you listen for the first time that you can memorize
and this is the reason for speaking properly in a new language.

Ma: {smilingly) People just cannot imagine this state. At the most people.
can decipher that according to the sansk@rs ol one’s previous birth this type of

. words can be spoken; But saying something without learning anything — lhls is
very dillicult to imagine.

For the last [ew days in the evening besides reading other books Haribabe
has been reading ihe book “Shree Shree Anandamayee Prasanga’ written by
mysclf At a certain page of thal book it is written that — Bhaiji is asking Ma,
“Why will people [eed You, dress You and walk along with You?' Haribaba
surprised, had asked Ma afler the oration, “So, Bhaiji had talked with you in this
mannet?” Today evening Ma informed this incident 1o Rajasaheb and said,

- *Oceasionally Bhaiji used to speak in this manner. Another day laughingly he
had told Mc. ‘ That You are ealing and wearing of others, these are Your debts, in’
lieu of this what arc You returning back to others? You too will have to repay
these debts.” Hearing this I had said, ‘I do not eat or wear anyonc’s, ] do not
converse with anyone, ele.”.” (Fiveryonce laughed)

Abhay: You have nof yct answered the question that I had asked You. [ had
asked that since You say that evervone is Your Grru then 1 too am one of Your
Guru’s. After You had accepled that, | had further said that | am ordering You
that You liberaic me, but till now I have not yel received any answer to that.

Ma: (Smilingly) When these conversations had taken place then-truly no
words were coming out from My lips, but now | am answering that, *1 say that
from (pointing at Abhoy) this Guru | had non received any such specific order, -
if' I had reccived then that order would have been fulfilled. (Again everyone
laughs).

The reason for tearing Munditji’s clothes .

‘loday evening after the discourse when Ma was strolling | asked Ma, “Ma,
why did You fcar the clothes of Punditji that day'”* Swami Paramanandji was
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also present there, He replied, “Ma does like this whenever Ma obscrves
somconc wearing torn clothes.™

Ma: ] have done this subject 0 Hheydl only,

Myself: There is a reason for Your kheyal. Were Younot aware that Punditji
would get decply hurt? Still You tore away his clothes, there 18 surely a reason
for this.

Ma (afler smiling for a whilc): Just as when there is a fault within, it is said
that cither it has to be cleaned or it has to removed, in the same manner observing
a fault in the clothes it has boen torn apart, because if even a simall hole remains
within then through that itself the pious thoughts pour out, nothing geis
accumulated within. To cleanse the inncr sch only this outer behaviour is done
with the clothes. Besides, Babayt had an attachment for soft clothes. He used to
take very good care of these, and hence these werc torn apart.

Myself: Ma, Once Gopalji’s wile was seriously ill. While visiting her You
had torn Your own cloth. What was the reason for (his?

Ma (smilingly): I saw that Gopalji’s wile would surcly dic, but Gopalji had
an inclination towards his wife. Hence [ learing away my ¢loth I said 1o him,
“This is the manner in which maya should be teared awey”. The [unny part is that
when the small pottion of the ¢loth was torn and thrown away then Gopalji
picking up that small cloth 'kept it caringly. Howcver his wile recovered that
time. After some days when his wife again had cancer, then observing his wife’s
pain he thought that as Jong as he takes care ol'that piece of'cloth his wife would
not die, Ilence to free his wilk {rom all the ailments every day he thought that
the next day he would discard that piece of cloth; but after the night when morning
came he just could not throw 1t away, Few days passed in this manner, Finally
one day unable to bear the intense suffering of his wife he threw away that piece
of cloth in some water or at some pious place, just afler that his wife died,

Hearing this I said to KhukuniDidi, *Didi, Ma has this time revealed the
scerct. Ma has indirectly mentioned this time that Gopalji’s wile was cured in
the first case, as a result of the waring oll of Ma's own ¢loth,”

Tlearing my words Ma, Didi and all others present started laughing.
Whether encrgy is lost on accepting prandam .

13th Ashad 1356, Monday (27-6-1949), Today morning when { sat in Ma’s
room, ! saw Avdhyutji, Abhay and a few others there. Avdhyutji was discussing
on a certain subject. Later, I leamnt that one day Haribabaji had said that, power
i {ust un aceepling prandm. Avdhyutji was discussing on this particular matter,
"This was the essence of his talk: “By doing pranam to someone, actually his
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ego is nourished. But the aim and puipose of sd@dhand is to destroy this ego.
When the sadhak destroys his cpo and makes himself airguna (without
attributes), then only God appears before him in His seguna (true) form. Hence
nourishing sorcone’s ego is the same as destroying his power.”’

With the help of this link Ma started narrating about I Terself.

Ma; Regarding “I'his Body | have seen thal when someone did prandn to
This Body, then the shock and jerk that is felt on touching currenl, a similar
shock and jerk used to oceur on I'ms Body: an unbearable buming sensation
used to oceur right from the fect to the head. Have also seen that the way the
tree falls down when its roots are cut off, i the same manncer This Body also
used to fall down when someone did prandm to This Body. Again this also has
been observed that it someone standing behind also did prandm then without
cven seeing the person, the head of This Body would stoop downwards. Again
once when someonce did prandem to This Body, then 'This Body oo would prandam
that person, and there was 00 way that person could avoid or run away without
accepting pranam from This Body. Again such a state also occurred when there
was no reaction at all when someone did prandm to This Body. In this stale
there is no question of the powor getting lost, ete. Several people in Kolkata
have remarked, © when She 1s olfered @i wliy does She not object to it?* Actually
people have good feelings towards the person who does not accept prandm and
who docs not allow @r#f to be done on him. 13ut when no difference is abseryed
while putling the sandal paste on the forehead or being beaten by a broom then
whether one accepts pranam or not, hardly makes any difference.

Ma continued the narration again aller some time.

Ma: Earlier (I} have obscerved that seated in one dsan (pose) for four-five
hours, there is no thought of changing @semn (slance}. Asan in general implies 2
sukhésan (a comfortable pose). Asan docs not mean to sit tor two-three hours
in ane pose. Henee (I} have thien obscrved that (I} am scaling in onc @san for
hours. One day it so happened that (1) was seaied in this manner. Bholanath
seated beside me was smoking tobacco. The fire from the tobacco fell on my
foot. but I was not aware of it. After sometimic | somehow touched that spot and
found that it had swollcn. Unknowingly in order (o remove it L started pulling it
off and that caused that spot to ulcerate. ' ’

S0 saymg Ma started laughing.

Abhay: Larlier You uscd to sit in one pose {or hours, but now You keep
changing position. Why docs this happen?

Ma: Because 1t pains!
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Abhay: [Tihere is a leeling of pain then it means thal the mind exists, One
who does not have a mind, he does not fecl pain.

Ma: If you want to say that mind cxists, then that cxists. If you suggesta -
subtlie mind, a pure or a divine or anything else then that only is. And 1l you say
only one Body exists, then that only is.

The Devi Bhagwat Péatk for which all of us have arvived in Solan, that £ath
commenced from today with oration of the Dewvi Mahaimya (importance of
this scripture) in the monnng and expounding its meaning in the alicrnoon.
Batudada who had arrived along with his family for this purpose performed the
oration.

17th Ashad 1356, Friday (01-7-1949), Today is the [ilth day of the Devi
Bhagwat Path. Like the other days today too the oration of the Parh was
conducted in the morning and its explanation in the afternoon. From the noon
itself storny winds have started blowing. From around one p.m. few drops of
rain have also started. The rain poured heavily just after the culinination of the
#ath, The hills all around appeared dark bluish in color, and the white clouds
were soaring past them, Hluminating the sky, lightning was occurring frequently.
This pancramic view of the hills all around was really exciling. Whenever such
storms occur in these hilly arcas it also becomes chilly. And all ot us were
scaled in our roons shivering from the chill ofthe hitls, The outsiders who had
arrived (o listen to the elegant oration were also shivering and had taken shelter
mthe verandah outside ouwr rooms. 1n the meantime Manmohan’s daughter arrived
and informed that Shree Shree Ma was conversing in Her roon. Hearing that, I
immediately rushed in the rain towards Ma’s rooimn.

The ¢ffect of medicine on Ma’s Body

Arrtving at Ma’s room [ound that a Punjabi gentleman and his wile were
sitting in front of Ma and Ma was informing them about Her health,

Ma: For the last few days a mild pain is oceurring in the stomach. T.ast two
days the pain was quite severe, such that cven while breathing it was hurting.
Today the pain is a bit Icss. Raja Saheb wanled (o call the doctor, [ relused, and
sce the doctor has himself arrived. Ma informed the doctor, **Today had a kheval
about you. The manner in which you have ticd your turban, exactly in this manner
had scen you.” Satislied, the doctor exclaimed, “Is it 07" Ma started informing
the doctor all the symptoms of the Body. And itnagine Ma uscd to sit in the
Pdth with all these pain and sufferings. Ma was cxplaining the symptoms
smilingly; observing this the doctor said, “Ma, where ts Your concentration during
all these sufferings so that You don’{ feel it.”
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Ma: (Pointing at everyone)} My mind rematns within you all.

Hcaring all the symptoms of Ma’s illness, the doctor said, “I think all these
iHness is due to shortage of vitamins.”

Ma: Can’t thesc be cured?

Doctor: (laughingly loudly) Of course it can be cured. 'lake vitumnins for
iew days and all these ilinesses will get cured.

Hearing the doctor Ma and all of us started laughing 1oo. In the meantime
KhukaniDidi arrived. Shree Shree Ma extended Her hand towards the doctor
and said, “See, whether there is lever or not?* The doctor took out a watch from
his pocket and examined the pulse ol Ma’s wrist, “Yes, the pulse is a bit wavering,”
The doctor then took out a thermometer [rom his pocket and asked Ma to check
the temperalure. Then KhukuniDidi objected and said, “So what if the
thermometer is used? Listen o an incident. Once in Dhaka, Ma had a scvere
ilness. A thermometer was given to cheek the temperature. The thermometer
then showed a temperature of 107 deg F. ‘Then aller every 15-20 minules ihe
temperatare was checked und each time a different temperature was observed.
Hence there is no use of giving the thermometer to Ma. IHearing this, alt of us
started laughing, but it was the earnest desire of the doctor that he check’s using
the tiermometer. Ma extended the elbow joint of Her arm and 4sl<ed “If the
thermometer is placed here will it not work?”

Doctor: Yes, it will.

Ma did as mentioned bul [Cver was not observed.

in the meantime Sundarlal Punditji arrived with a turban on iy kead. He has
come along with Swami Paramanandji. Obscrving Punditji’s attire everyone
started laughing. Sccing Ma using the thermomweter, he wo wanted to get his
lemptraturc checked with the thermometer, Hence Swamiji said to'the doctor,

“Everyvthing of Punditji is weird. When Ma has used the thermometer then he
also has to usc it. One day it so happened, for performing the Devi Bhagwat
Path a pundiji has arrived from Kashi. As the pundit’s legs were paining a boy
Was sent to massage the pundit’s legs with a medicine given by Ma and to bandage
the area with cotion alier the massage. He was also told to inform the pundit
that Ma has sent that medicine. Our Punditji also got his healthy legs massaged
by that medicine. But when his legs were about to be bandaged then the Punditji
¢xclaimed that he did not have any pain in his legs.” Hearing this everyone
laughed. .

Observing the doctor’s enthusiasm on diagnosing Ma's Rody, Ma looking at
the doctor said, “Once had gone outl with a lady and on the way had met Dr. Pant.
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There too had a severe stomach pain, lseemed as if a stone was kepl ata point
within the stomach. Hearing that, Dr. Pant wanmed to prescribe some medicine
lome. Iinformed him that if the ache dees nol go away in three days then I will
take your medicines. [twas observed that afier theee days the pain had vanished.
So why will IIr. Pant give any medicine? But the next day (he stomach pain
started again but Icss than before. But it vanished again. But I assured Dr. Pant
that if ever I take any medicine I will take it from him only.™
“The room in which | was staying in Ftawah, there on a cot my beddings
were spread out. Oae day | instrucled Lo get Lhe position of the bed changed, On
the same night I obscrved a snake hanging from a bamhboo on the very spot the
bed was earlier kept. This snake was much bigper than the snake that had arrived
to bile Paramanand in Raipur. While Tying T gazed at the snake. From the spol
where the snake was hanging. a sparrow fell 1o the ground. It the cot had not
been shifted the dead sparrow would have fallen on my legs. 1 observed that due
to the poison the sparrow had become otally black. After a few duys 1 started
getting lever. Initially it occurred for shorter durations and later it remained for
longer periods. Bat this time [ stayed 1n the bad as long as the fever lasted and
then gotup and did my normal activities. It s0 happened that while Lam conversing
with cveryone there 1 no health problem but the moment I went and lied down
on the bed Thad high tever and due to this high fever, olher ailments like shivering
ete started occuring. The people decided to give me Quinine aficr observing
the symiptoms, but Bholanath dreamt that I have been prescribed Atebrin. Dr.
Pant was called and he gave Atebrin. It is true that because of that the fever
varished but palpitations in the chest increased (o an impossibly high level.
Fven on hearing to the brashing sound of the washer-man this palpitation used
to increase. Observing this Dr. Pant started crying and said that he will never
ever preseribe medicines to me. Later due e the various kriyds of the Body all
the symptoms of illness vanished. And after that when [ was lving peaccfially Dr.
" Pant observing my countecnance had said that Ma looks like a sweet girl of 15.

ok k% (to be continucd)

FAS fong as you have the energy make cfforts to aitain Him only, Underiake "\
ithe company of those who are trying 1o altain God. Dont you say that the
germs of an iliness enter from one person to anather and make him ifl too.
The fruits of satsung is also like that. Keeping company of pious people,
thelr pionis germs entering within you will kil the germs of marerialistic
desires. In fact we are all patiems. dtways remain occtipied with saisang
and with pious conversations, then the path to aitain Fim will be realized. ©
\_ -—-- Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee /




In Ma’s Own Words

Ma narrates to Bhuiji
Bhaiji
(continued from before)
Various vibhiutis of Ma in Shahbagh

In the Dirgd Puja held betore this Basanti Pusda, This Body had a theval
that from dawn to dusk it will not talk with anyone. This Body lay sleeping in the
room adjacent to the Nach-ghar. After dusk only when it was dark met the
people around. Saptami, Ashtami and Ngvami passcd in this manner. Alten or
cleven in the morning of Dasheami Fhis Body quietly went 10 the nearby pond,
took a bath and returncd back to the same room. There were lot of people in the
Nach-ghar but when This Body went passed it no one saw This Body. Later
when they heard of the bath, all ol them exclaimed, “When did You go'and take
the bath? When did You return?” This Body replied, “1 had scen vou all both
while gomg to and while retwning from the pond.” If [ had a kheyal that nobuody
should see This Body then nobody can see it. Some of them gven said,
“Somctimes You look big and sometimes simall, whatis the reason [orthis?” All
these yog-vibhutis really occurs in a sadhek. This Body plays according to its
Own kheyal. .

One day This Body was going 1o Siddheshwari in Shashankbahe's car, there
were too many people inside the car. This Body’s mother took This Body on her
“lap. Had a khepal that This Body's weight shonld net disturb her. But Mother
kept on insisting, “Ilow are You sitting, [ cannot cven feel Yon.™ When the car
stopped and 'This Body came out it felf to ground. Then This Body mentioned,
“Apges ago that people could walk in the sky. this 1s the proof of that. Just as This
Body was silting weighiless in the car. Don’t vou see, the Kite even though made
of so much paper and sticks, still flics in the air. Everything is possibic with that
principle only.

On the day of Dashami This Body went to the pond, when This Body had a
kheval and it stepped into the water, and then a 2@y arose as 1l the waler was
calling me. T.ater This Body hecame stiff and cvervone caught This Body and
.. brought it out of the water. T'his hAay remained for quite some days. “The water
is calling, the water is calling” so saying used (o rush towards the pond. Similar
effects have occurred with fire too. T too used to become One with the water or
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ftre. Trees and plants, animals and birds whateyer is scen or is heard, This Body
is all That only, in all their attributes. -

When the sadhaks (aspirant’s) (My) bodily fcclings and consciolisness
;l'langu duc to s@dhand, then he can observe that there is nothing in the Universe
in which he does not exasi, Imitially he can feel this condmon with cither anyone
of the material objects like water, fire, sky. wind, and earth, He may somctimes
scem disturbed and sometimes totally calm and still. Again one another stale
may arisc when he can observe that the Universe is within him and also he himsel{
exists within evervthing in the Universe, Then there is no question of various
viewpoints. All are one. These too are very specific topics. When This Body
was playing the various forms of sdcdhand, all the above mentioned bhdvs were
automatically attained.

The request of Jyotish and Nu‘aujan

After the Basanti Puja on one moonlight night fvotish and Niranjan were
conversing standing near This Body. As long as This Body was in Dhaka , afier
the first few days, This Body has never seen Jyotish silting in Shahbagh or later
in the Ashram. One day Niranjan suddenly said, “Ma, may we die soon and be
born again as brahmacharis of Your Ashram. 1 his is our sincere prayer, bless
us.” This Body looked towards Jvotish and asked, “*Why can’t vou do 50 in your
prosent bady? What is the exact meaning of a brakmin or a brahmachari?
Thoughts and action are the actual thing.™ ' hen both of'them did not say anything.
[ater Jyotish recovered from such a deadly ilness. Knew that it was his rebirth
oniy.

One day during amavasyd (new moon day) there was 4érfan and bhog in
Niranjan’s house, This Bedy had become different. The &irfarr was over by
midnight. After the dhog. informed all the people there to sit down for having
prasad. Mothurbabu said. ‘Ma, the prepared bhog will not be sufticient tor all
these people.” He was told, ‘I'irst Ict all of them sit down.” Then This Body had
a kheyal hat as long as This Body will be watching the distribution of prasad
tili then there will be no shortage. Later it was seen (hat even after everyone had
finished euting there were still some more remaining,

The Story of the snake of Vindhyachal

One day Nagen Dutta asked ‘This Body about the snake incident of
Vindhyachal. While narrating that inctdent, just as one cries in the absence of'a
dear and near one, exactly a similar fecling o:.; urred for that snake. Immediately
smiled and muttercd, * Will meet very soon.
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Fvery Saturday there was &ivfar in Niranjan’s house. His wile was seriously
ill. Wentregularly 1o see her. That day too This Body was sitting against a pillow
with the legs kepl in the front, in her room upstairs on the first floor. Suddenly
had a fecling that there was a snake near the fect. | did not say anything, but in
the meantime someone else said, “Where is the other snake?” To attend the
kirtgn This Body started going down the stairs, with Bholanath in the front.
Suddenly saw a narrow snake besides Bholanath’s foot. Suddenly had a £hevaf,
lke a he-man pulled back Bhotanath and with my toe pressed the snake, Later it
sat down coiled under the stairs. Several came near and asked, *Should we kil
the snake?® Laughingly mentioned, ‘See if you can.” Someone came and pressed
it with a stick, thinking that it had pressed the snake in the centre. But then it was
seen that there was no snake there, Even though there were lights everywhere
the snake could not be located, it had disappeared. Whenever This Body had a
kheval ol a snake, whether day or night, at anylime, a type ol 'snake was visiblc
near This Body,

Whilc departing from Vidyvakut on the way to Shahbagh, we boarded a boat,
| was sitting outsidc along with Biren sitting ncarby. Suddenly saw a snake
following our boat almost ten hands distant and looking towards This Body.
This continued for quite some time. I too sat without blinking an eye, staring at
the snuke. When the snake reached the boat near me, the boatman tried to hit it
with the oar, and the snake went away swimming below our boat. The boatman
feared thal the snake would climb onto Ma’s Body. Biren asked, *What 1s this?”
This Body replied, ‘Seeing, a suint and his disciple following us maintaining a
constant distance ol ten arms. Just now il has vanished.” T.ater we boarded a
steamer. This Body was almost paralyzed all the way. And was held by others
and brought to Shahbagh. '
Moroni’s prabability of death

Bholanaths elder sister (wite of Sitanath Kushari) and her family members
arrived in Shabibagh lor the Basanéi Puja and staved back alier the function for
a few days. Her only son’s wife was named Antasara. Once day crying she informed
me, ' Whencver | have the next child the earlier one dies. 'L he presently living
daughter Moroni is one year and ten months old. I am ¢xpecting another child.
In this situation I am oflering my daughter at Your feet, whether she lives or
dies it is up 10 You.” From then onwards Moroni started staying in Shahbagh.
That lady’s one more child (a girl) died and atter that a son was born who 1s stifl
alive, ' ‘
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Mo goes to Paruldiya village

Once Yogeshbabu invited us to his village, where his mother was on death
bedl, almost unconscious, lying incrt on the bed. [For her salvation he has arranged
lor a Kati Pujd and has requested us to go there, Yogeshbabu pointing at This
Body said 1o Bholanath that 1{er Puja has to be performed. When Bhaolanath
requested, This Body said, “Prontisc that you will never ever say to do this again.’
Ile gave his consent and hence This Body said, ‘Do it this time.’

After the priest made all the arrangemnents and departed, 'This Body went and
sat down for the Pyja. All the worship rituals occurred automatically on This
Body. In between Yogeshbabu urrived to sce the Pyja. but could not see 'L'his
Body there. He [ch that only a sarce was lying on the Pigja-asan. He thought
that I may have gone somewhere. But later he was shocked when he lcarnt that
This Body was silling in the Pujd@-asan.

We were present in Paruldiya, during the death cecremony of Yogeshbabi's
mother. When the £irtan starled the state of This Body changed. Moving round
and round along with the &irtan, This Body observing a Muslim nearby started
utlering A/t and similar Urdu words, ‘T'hat Muslim too started repeating those
words afong with This Body. Later the Muslim informed that the manner in
which Ma had uttered the different names of Aflah, (hat even if'we try we cannot
utler it. Ile also said that the joy ke got on that day by repeating 4#/ah s name
along with Ma. that he will never ever get again.

Laler instrucled Brahmar and a few other pirls to continue Airtan for the
whole night. On This Body’s advice Yogeshsabu had gone around the members
chanting &irtarn wilh incense sticks in his hand.

Coming near and going away from Ma

Know this to be the Truth that, according to your opinion those who have
moved away from This Body, as much time as is required for their benefit,
forthat much time only This Body remains with them. Again in order to move
away lrom This Bedy such a condition arises that he just departs by showing
some or the other exeuse. Of course il This Body has a strong fheval then
nothing s left out. However for This Body, all places and all times are the same
for everyone.

o ) AT (10 be continued..)
¥ Fram “Mayer Kalaa® (Bengalip. The English versivn is “Mother reveals Flerself™.)

When an ssairant aims only for the Supeeme Absolbule, that aspicant will never ever ley we take the
positivn ul e G, —- Shree Shree Ma Arandamayee
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Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee
Vol-18 (Bengali)
Gurupriya Devi
feomtinued from before)
Sanyam Saptil in Vrindavan Ashram

20th Novembcr, 1966. Swami Maheshwaranandji narrated a story regarding
an important ineident, which he had narrated earlier too, The story was: Once
upon a time a king disguised used to go around the kingdom in the night to
obscrve everything for the welfare of his subjects. One day he was bitten by a
dog that had alrcady bilten several other subjects earlier, The king became worried
pondcring what should be done with the dog. The minister advised him that the
dog should be kept in a room which would have mirrors on all the four walls.
Hence with good food and a bedspread the dog was kept inside the locked roem.
Sensing good food the dog rushed to eat it but he suddenly saw another dog
about to eat a similar type of food. He then angrily shouted, ‘ All are mine’. So
he rushed to bite the dogs seen in the mirrors. He then saw that all the other
dogs were also coming towards him to bite him. Instead of eating the delicious
loud, he became desperale to drive away the other dogs. Few days Iater when
the door was opened the dog was found dead.

Again a Mahatma’s dog was also locked in that room but he was ulslructed
him that all other dogs observed in that room were his reflections. So on entering
he happily ate the delicious foods, with the understanding that all other dogs
observed in the room are his reflections only. Again when the door was opened -
this time he was found to be at peace and happy. Similarly when a man understands
that there is nonc other than hie himself and that all are just a reflection in his
mind, when he understands himselfas the A¢ma, only then he attains salvation.

In the last halfan hour of the program Ma happily answered the questions of
the participants {vratis). Onc or two days Ma had performed kiréan 100, The
Maharaja. and Maharani of Bhavnagar were themain organizers of this seventeenth
Sanyam Saptith. Hence several Raja’s and Rani’s had arrived from various places
to participate in this Sanyam. Six foreigners had also arrived from England,
France, Getmany, Sweden and Remania. During the Hindi oration they remained
seated in silent meditation, even though they did not understand the Hindi oration.



14 Shree Shree Ma Annidamnyee Val. 27, No.3, July 2023

As aspecial gift to them Swami Chidanandji who had arrived for four days only
gave his discourse in English on all the four days.
The Queen of Greece visits Ma

Onthe twentieth November, the Queen of Greece arrived with her princess
daughter for Ma’s darshan. They were shown around the temples of the Ashram.
After that they had a private talk in Ma’s room for almost fifteen minutes. They
showed a special interest in Hindu philesophy and meditation, And were
extremely happy to listen to Ma’s words and replies to philosophical questions,
On the next day afternoon a Swiss group of twelve people arrived for Ma’s
darshan. Their leader and gnide was a Swiss monk and had garlicr lived in India
tor quitc some time and had also visited Ma regularly for quitc some years.
After a few days the wife of Ambassador of Argentina arrived for Ma’s darshan,

Like every time, on the last day of the Saryam, Mahanisha dhydn was held
at midnight, along with lighted candles. And the last year’s Narayan-shilé (the
~ stone idol of Lord Vishnu)} was brought in the Hall. The next day yagna was
beld in an open arca, After the yagrig, Ma with Her own hands distributed prasdid
to the participants (vratis). In this manner the watis ended their fast (vrat).
Kavayani Puji of Brahmachari Narendra Nath

Just after the completion ol the Sauvam Saptah, Brahmachari Narcndra
Nath, who was the Gury-brother of Shree Gopal Thakur, arrived near Ma and
pertormed the Shree Shree Katyayani Puja. This Puja was performed jointly
by him and all his devolees.

* He and his ten devotees had arrived lhree days earlicr from Dcoghar and
Kolkata. All his devotees sal in a line in front of the Idol along with him and
performed the Puja. This festival continued for three days, almost like the Shree
Shree Durgd Puja. Katydyani is actually another name of Goddess Durgd.
Rishi Katyayan himself used to perform Dwed Puja, without the other Tdols of
Goddess Lakshmi and Saraswati or the Gods Ganesh and Kartik. And hence
this type of Puja was called as Katyayan! Puja. 1t is also said that the Gopis in
order to attain Lord KrisAna had performed this Puja in the Bengali month of
Agrahan (Nov-Dec) on the banks of river Yamuna in Vrindavan. This month
begins just alter the Sanyam. The vratis were requested to stay back to attend
this function. Sculptors had arrived from Kolkata and had fabricated this Idol
during the Sunyam period and the Idol of the Goddess-was truly enchanting,

29th November 1966. Today the Katvayani 1dol was immersed in the Yamuna
Kiver. By the first week of December almost all the devotees departed for their
homes hence the Ashram premises became isolated and quiet, From 13th to
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20th December Swami Akhandanandji performed Bhdgwat-Saptah in his
Ashram. More than a hundred devotees arrived from Murmbai for this function,
The famous Bhagwat orator Shri Dongre Maharaj cxpoundcd the Bhdgvai-
katha in Gujarati. After a day or two Swami Akhandanandji everyday expounded
in Hindi the portion ol the Bhagwat called as *Gopi-Karha'. Ma and Her party
attended this Katha everyday in Swamiji’s Ashram.
Music Conference in Vrindavan

17th December 1966. Swami Krishnanand Avdyutji organized a musi¢
confcrence in our Ashram. The stage was crected on the Temple verandah itself
- and spectators sat in the Pandal erected on the open ground in front of the Temple.
It is said that on this very day four hundred years ago, while singing Shree Haridas
Babaji, the Guru of the famous singer Tansen, had darstan of Banke Biharifi
{Lord Krishna ol Vrindavan). Hence this day is celebrated as the revelation day
of Bihariji. The Communication Minister of India (also the Dircctor of All
India Radio) had arvived {rom Delhi to attend this function being celebrated for
Ma in Ma’s presence and in Ma’s Ashram. Ma also allended the program for
some tine tog. And this program continued till latc in the night.
Ma's visit to Agra

19th December 1966. Shree Shree Ma and Her troupe, including three
forcigners went to Agra on the invitation of Mr and Mrs Bhargava. He was a
wealthy businessman and had constructed a new specially designed flat for Ma,
Ma stayed there for two nights. They took Ma to their factory too. They showed
around the various tourist spots of Agra, like the Taj-Mahal, Dayalbagh, etc, to
the devotees of Ma who were present there.
Ma’s visit to Kashi and Allahabad

21st December 1966. Today from Agra, Ma departed for Kashi along with a
very small group of devotees. Didima, myself and others who were left behind,
returned back to Vrindavan. Ma was visiting Kashi allcr quite some time. This
time Ma stayed in Kashi from 22nd to 27th December, and during this period
the Kanyapeeth inmates had organized the annual Gita Juyanti, with Ma reaching
there on the third day of the function. The Kanyapccth girls were extremely
pleased to have Ma among their midst for this function. Quite a few Professors
from Benaras Hindu University came regularly and gave a discourse on the Gita
and Ma attended their discourse. They too considered themselves lucky to have
Ma’s darshan during this program.
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~ From Kashi Ma went to Gopal Thakur’s Ashram in Allahabad. Ma was in an

excellent mood during the three days of stay in Aflahabad and the devotees of
that city were exalted to Have Ma’s darshan after quite & long time. Everyonc
felt that Ma had blessed each one of them separately.

On 30th December, Ma departed from Allahabad reaching Vrindavan on 3 1st
December. Because of the small number of peoplc in Vrindavan Ashram, Ma
had quite a good rest.

Ma’s visit to Delhi

6th January 1967, Today Ma departed for Delh1 and staying there for a day
returned back to Vrindavan.

Ma’s visit to Medinagar, Sukhtal and Lucknow

244h January 1967. Today from Vrindavan Ma departed for Modinagar for a
night’s stay. The next day from there Ma departcd for Shukratal near
Muzaftarnagar. On 26th Jaonuary the Shree Shakambhri Durgd Temple was
inaugurated in Ma’s presence. From Shukratal Ma went to the Ashiram of Vishnu-
Ashramji near Roorkee. And on that very day Ma returned back to Modinagar.
The next morning on 27th, Ma went to Delhi {0 give blessings to Shri Jiten
Dutta, He has constructed a cottage for Ma, where Ma vesied [or a few Lours.
And inthe evening, Ma departed by train to Lucknow. A huge ¢rowd had assembled
in Deihi station to have Mu’s darshan. A day carlier a few of us departed from
Kashi to Lucknow. On 28th we met Ma in Lucknow in Shri Rameshwar Sahay’s
residence, where Ma was given dliog and all of us had our meals too. From
therc in the evening all of us departed for Naimisharanya.

Ma’s visit to Naimisharanya — foundation of Purdn Mandir

20th January 1967. Today late evening we reached Naimisharanya. Shri Prayag,
Narayanji of Sitapur had made excellent arrangements for boarding and lodging
of Ma and other devotees in Naimisharanya. He had arranged tive cottages on
the banks of the River Gomati, Few years ago afier the Sanyam Saptah of
1960 in Naimisharanya, Va had stayved here for a few days. Now also Ma stayed
in this pious and virtuous place very joyously. On (he slipulaled day the
foundation stone laying ceremony of the Puran Mandir was held pompously
in Ma's presence.

The surrounding scenery was Ltruly magnificent. Scveral devotees and
distinguished personal from nearby towns and cities visited Ma for Her blessings
and some even had private with Ma. Ma had arrived here with a smali group. All
of us who had arrived here (rum Kashi, returned back to Kashi and Ma departed
for Vrindavan, reaching there on 3 1st January.
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Ma’s visit to Vrindavan, Delht and Biindh

Ma had a good rest in the calm and quiet aimosphere of the Vrindavan Ashram.
On the invitation of the Delhi devotees Ma went to Delhi on 14th February for
Saraswari Pujd and stayed there for five days. Ma was quite busy during this
period and there was a huge crowd of devotees. Haribabaji’s disciple Shri
Sunderlal has been visiting Ma for several vears. It was his earnest desire to
take Ma to Bandh along with him to visit Haribabaji. On Ma’s consent he went
with Ma in Ma’s car to Bindh. This was his last visit to Bindh. Being very old
and due to an iilness he expired in his Gury/fi's place.

After returning back to Vrindavan Ma remained in rest even though there
were [fequent visits by devolees.and visitors. Several [oreigners also arrived to
have Ma’s darshan. One among them was the Ambassador of Czechoslovakia.
A group from British Television had arrived to make a short film on Ma. Ma too
blessed them and sang “Krishna Chhuliyd Anandaldl?” for them and they too
were extremely pleased to hear it. Mrs. and Mr. Desjardins had also arrived
with their two children for three days. Ma had a special Aheyal towards the
three vear old boy and his elder sister. Whenever the boy was near Ma, he would
shout with jov. He first had Ma’s darshan when he was four months old. Then
too he showed signs by his behaviour that he recognizes Ma. An artist from
Finland, who has visited Ma carlier (0o, arrived with a Switzerland {riend. The
German novelist Ms. Melita Maschmann is accompanying Ma right from the
Bombay firga Pryja andis also present in Vrindavan. She has recently published
a book in German language in which she has mentioned about Ma. She has
dedicated the Bengali version of her book 10 Ma, An American lady is also
accompanying Ma from mid-January.

2nd March 1967. Today the President of the Divya Jeevan Sangha Swami
Chidanandji arrived near Ma. He gave a lecture and sang kirzan for sorie time.
Hali and S#iv-Rairi in Bandh

Tth March 1967. For the last few years on Haribabaji's request Ma has been
staying in Bindh for the festival of Holi. Haribabaji’s birthday is also celebrated
on the day of Holi. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s birthday is also celebrated on
the day of Holi-Purnima (full moon day). This timae Haribabaji requested Mato
stay in Bandh also during the Shiv-Rasri {eslival. Ma had given consent to both
the requests, Today the devotees of Ma departed [rom Vrindavan Ashram in a
bus lor Bandh. Ma departed for Bandh in a car the next day i.e. on 8th moming
along with four-five associates.
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The story of HaridhAmn-Bandh

Haridham-Bandh, the Ashram of Haribabaji. is a picluresque place. It is
situated in the remote areas of Uttar Pradesh and is around 140km from
Vrindavan, which can be covered in 4-3 hours by road. The nearest railway siation
is situated in Anupshahr, twelve ln from Haridhdm-Biandh and both are situated
on the banks of the River Ganga. ‘The fast few kilometers to Haridham were
almost inaccessible, only a bullock cart or a jeep could cross that road. Forty
years ago the villages in this region used to get flooded by the Ganga River
during the monsoon season., The local government had constructed a dyke (bandh)
1o prevent damage to the villages but this dyke also broke due 10 the mmonsoon
{loods. Haribabaji travelled in and around this region for his penance.

Observing the dilapidated condition of thesvillagers he collected fow villagers
[rom various villages and started to construct a dyke with sand and mud. While
the villagers were involved und busy with the construction he advised them to
Lake the shelter of God for this massive work and hence requested them to take
the ‘name’” of God *Hari-naam’ all the time. This non-stop continuous ‘name’
of “/{ari’ became the part and parcel of these villagers. Scveral people have
infortmed that even the sand particles were engrossed in taking the “numne’ of
‘Har{, Evervone believes that only because of this *Hari-naam’ this thirty-
four kilomcters long dyke (bdrdh) is so stable, sirong and sturdy and that
because of this only it is able to resist the flood waters of the Ganga from
entering the villages. The entire work was carricd out in just six months {in
1923}, and entirely done by people whiie chanting the name of God. Every bit
ol mud and stone here is soaked in God’s name. The entire region prospered
after this dvke was built.
The devotees of Haribaba’ji

The villagers of about forty villages are ardent devotees of [Taribaba’ji and
consider him to be an incarnation of God. They respected him with undoubted
faith and had whole-heartedly surrendered themselves at his holy feet. Several
residences, lemples with Idols of Shree Radha-Krishna, Nitai-Gouranga, etc
are seen in and around Bandh. And the wholc place is kept neat and clean. Almost
twenty years ago Ma had been here for the first time and then had a theyaf that
Bandh is a spiritually advanced place and hence it has been a very loving place
for Ma.
Haridhfim Bandh, one of Ma’s favorite place

The devolees and ashramites who had accompanied Ma to Bandh really
considered themselves very fortunate ior being able to see Ma in Her natural,
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simple and joyous behaviour. They could realize that this is the type of
environment with everyone around chanting the ‘name’ of * Har?*, that Ma always
liked to reside. In this pious place there wasn't any rush of tourists. All the
villagers cagerly expecting to have Shree Shroe Ma's ghetuki darshan, came
only at the stipulated time of darshan. For that reason Ma’s door was always
kept open. No one even tried to enter Ma’s room at other hours of the day.
Maha Shiv-Ratri at Bandh in Ma’'s presence

Sth March 1967. Toxlay for S4iv-Réiri only seven devolees had armived ffom
outside and hence there were a total of only twenty people performing worship
of Lord SA4/va in four phases (prahar) in the room adjacent to Ma’s room, And
Ma’s rooin was also kept open throughout the program so that everyone could
feel Ma’s presence all the lime. Afler the cofpletion of the second phase of
worship and rituals at around 2pin, evervone seemed 1o be dozing off. Observing
this Ma started singing 4irtar m a loud and mclodious voice along with the
clapping of the hands for almost {en to {ilteen minutes. The devotees or
worshippers started the kirtan along with Ma and it rose 1o a crescendo. The
sleep vanished and all became intoxicated in Ma’s bhdv. To each one of the
worshippers this Shiv-Rati would always remain engraved in their hearts as an
unforgettable experience with Ma in Haridham Bandh.

Awong Shrec Shree Ma's group members was 4 person [toin Los Angeles,
USA who bad writlen « letter of his experience. | quote his letter here- ‘Daily at
around ten-thirty inihie morming all of vs proceeded with Shree Shree Ma to the
place where Ras-/ila was being held and watched the beautiful and absolutely
natural looking drama. At around four-thirty in the afternoon we used to return
back ta a huge Pandal and sit there with Ma. Haribabaji sitting in the dais along
with Ma read the scriptures and discussed about it with Ma. At seven-thirty
- there uscd to kirran and at cight-thirty Ma again arrived in' the Pandal for
Haribabaji’s £irtan and saisgng. Onc cvening Ma gave a discourse of Her Marri-
vani through the miceophone. | recorded Ma’s amrit-vani very clearly in my
tape-recorder. In this place almost all the time &irfan is going on which is truly
arare [eat. Where ever Haribabaj went a group of villagers were always with
him and beating the druen-plate sang, Heri~hol or the Maha-mantra, Shree Shree
Ma and Haribabaji during their evening stroll most of the time met and greeted
each other. At nine in the night both of them visited the Temples and Sheee
Shree Ma caressed each and every Idol and touched their feet with Her head.”
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Ma’s stuy in Moradubad and Dehradun

29th March 1967. Today Ma all of a sudden, departed from Bandh to
Moradabad which is around seventy kilometers from there. There Shree Shree
Ma and Haribabaji inaugurated a new residence of Shri S.N. Khanna, Principal
of GK. Collcge and also stayed there for a few days,

4th April 1967, Today from Moradabad Ma reached Kishenpur Ashram in
Detiradun. Didima and myselfreached Kishenpur on Sth April from Kashi. Ma’s
health here in Dehradun and in Moradabad was not quite well. Inspite of that,
Ma stayed in Kalvanvan Ashram tor two days {or a general visit to the Ram
Mandir and anewly constructed building behind the Temple. Daily ¢ huge crowd
of pcople arrived for Ma’s darshan. Therc were also seven to eight foreigners
among them. "

On 7th and 8th April akhond-Ramayan-pdth was held in the Ram-Mandir
and on 9th from dawn (0 dusk Hameman-Chalisa-pdth was performed here.

Didima’s Sanpds Utsav in Kankhal on 14th April

10th Aprii 1967. Today Ma arrived in Kunkhal [rom Dehradun for Didima’s
sanvis function to be celebrated here on 14th April. After arriving in Kankhal
Ma’s health improved a lot and Ma looked much better. On 14th on the day of
the function Ma was very busy throughout the day supervising all the arrangements
of the [unciion and even came downstairs twice for quile a lew hours. Even
though the *Shantiniketan’ named Ashram in Kankhal is not quite widespread
still all the programs concluded very beauliflully within that area, Several people
had arrived from Dehradun and distant cities. It was our good lortune that even
though Didima’s age had just crossed nincty, stitl day by day instead of growing
older She was appearing younger and younger, During this function Didima was
specially worshipped as a G, Arrangements were made for continmous kérfan
trom four-thirty at dawn to six in the evening. Quiie a few monks werc invited
and cveryong in the Ashram premiscs were offered prasad in the aflernoon,
Three Mahamandaleshwar sadhus from Ilaridwar gave simple oralion on
vairdgva and rpdg, Didima's drarf was perfonned once early in the morning
and then in the evening,

15th April 1967, Today being Bengali New Year’s Day, Ma’s room was open
and Ma was available for darshan throughout the day.

Sitting in front of a Lakshmi-Narayan photo, Satya-Narayan Pujd was
periormed from 14th to 16th April 1967.



¥ol. 27, NoJ3, duly 2023 MA ANANDAMAYEE AMRIT ¥ARTA 23

Ma’s subtle vision

17th April 1967, Today Mu observed insubtle a beautiful mansion, Numctous
Mahatmas were residing in that mansion. There was also a cotlage for Shree
Shree Ma. In one of e rooms of that mansion a lady in deep conceniration and
lost in herself was singing kirtan, < Bhay bandhan mukti'r karon® (in Bengali
meaning- destroying worldly attachment is the very cause of liberation). The
words alier that arc not very clear. Afler thal one word was “dukh hari”. Since
this incident has occurred in Kankhal, the land of Lord Skiva, Shree Shree Ma
added few words in place of the unclear words — *Sorbioy Shn’. After that was
added ‘Lokshmi Naragyan'. I'or this very reason the three days long Satya-
Narayan Puja has been organized.

Hence a new kirtan was given by Ma. nitially for hall'an hour Ma Hersclf
sang, this &rran. The lines were:

*Bhav bandhan multi’t kdaron sorbjoy Shiv dukch:hart’,

‘Bhav bandhan mukti 'v kdron Lakshini Narayan dukh:hari’.
(Lord Shiva, the all victortous and remover ol all surrows is the very cause
of liberation from the cycle of birth and death.)

Lakstui-Narayan, the ab vicwrious apd remover of alt sorrows is the
very cause of liberation from the cyele of birth and death.)

Shree Shree Ma instructed the Ashram girls to sing kirtan of the sceond
line along with the tune, from carly morning to nine in the moming. 'This kirian
had a very heari-touching melody.

The next day on 18th April they sany the [irst line for three hours. Shree
Shree Ma informed, “Shree Lakshmi Naravan has bestowed this Airtan o this
Ashram, and hence this &irrar should remain here forever™.

One of the girls who sang these dértars was ‘Moront’. She was Baba
Bholanath’s elder brother’s daughter and he had adopred her at the age of one.
She has now come here in Kankhal wilh her two sons as her husband passed
away; last year in 1966.

19th April 1967. Today all the outsiders dep'utcd Shree Shree Ma also
departed to *Shantiniwas’, aresidence constructed by J.K.Bitla. on the Haridwar-
Rishikesh highway. Ma stayed there for a few days and then went 1o Dehradun,

24th April 1967. Today Ma reached Kishenpur Ashram in Dehradun on the
Purnima day (tull-moon day) just before the onsct of the lunar eclipse. The
moment Ma rcached Kishenpur Ashram, &irtan started in the hall and it
continued for the next four hours. However in between mawr and dhyan was
held for half an hour. During this period Ma rested in Her room upstairs and
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after (he end of lunar celipse, Ma ordered for Ganga-water and Ma Herself
sprinkled it on cvervone present there.

Shree Shree Ma keeps maun for two weeks

26th April 1967. From today onwards till 5th May, Ma started keeping meun
in the moming time. Ma talked only after the evening drti in the temple. This
was not like the total-smazes that Ma had taken earlier. Now as and when required
Ma recognizing the girls around Her gave insiructions through signs. Nobody
dared to speak during this period. Henee there wasn'L any sound in the Ashram
and there was an atmosphere of peace and stillness all around,

28th April 1967. On Ma’s instructions today mysclfalang wilh several boys
and girls of the Ashram departed {rom Dehradun to Lucknow and from there
went 1o Kanpur to make arrangements for Shree Shree Mu’s Janmotsav to be
held there from 2nd May, .

29th April 1967. Today Ma had been o Raipur Ashram for one night and
returned back the next day to Kishenpur Ashram,

Ist May 1967, Today the opening of the kitchen of the Kishenpur Ashram
was done in Ma’s prescnce, Khichdi was prepared aud aller ollering bhog to
the 1dols in the temples the assembled devotees werc distributed prasad. Puring
this period Ram-naam kirtan was held in front of the Ram-Mandir.

* * ® * (to be continned)
List of Festivals

Jhulin Mahotsav Aupust 26-30, 2023
Bhiifi Nirvan Tithi (Jhulan Dwadashi) “August 28,2023
Jhulan Purnima August30, 2623
Rakshd Bandhan August 30,2023
Shkree Janmashtami September 6, 2023
Birthday of M.M.Gopinath Kaviraj Scptember 8, 2023
Shrimad Bhagwat-Saplih Scplember 22-28, 2023
GurupriyaDidi Nirvan Tithi September 22, 2023
Shree Sharadiya Durga Puja October20-24, 2023
Shree Skree Lakshmi Puja . October 28, 2023
Shree Shrec Kali Puja November 12,2023
Shree Shree Anpakut Puja November 14,2023
Shree Shree Sanyam-Saptah (Gopa-AshiamiyNovember 20-26, 2023
Shree Shree Tagadhatri Puja November21, 2023
Shree Shree Ras Purnima November 27, 2023
Shree Gita Jayanti December 19-22, 2023




Shree Shree Ma along with devotees JagarGury Didima (Ma's Mother)
on the hanging courtyard of in front of the Kanyapeeth
Varanas: Ashram ( 1952) Varunas: Ashram (1947)



Shree Shree Ma's carmiage during the Nagar-Bhraman procession
after the Purndhuwl function (1950)
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Shree Shree Ma, Didima & Gurupriyadi sitting in the Ma Amnapuria Mandir
verandah of Varanas: Ashram (1954)

Shree Shree Ma along with devotees JaeatGury Didima (Ma's Mother)
on the hanging courtyard of i front of the Kunyapeeth,
Varanasi Ashram (1952) Varanas) Ashram (1947)



Shree Shree Ma's camringe duning the Nagar-Bliraman procession
after the Purndahui function (1950)




Padpectham Smardmi
Kashi Ashram and Ma Annapuma

Brahmacharini Gecta
fcontinued from before)

Ma's unusual Lita’s during Akhiand Savitri Mahayagna at Kashi

Brahrmucharini Bishuddha'di has mentioned in her book ‘My Mother
Anandamayee’ -

When | joined Kanyapeceth in Janvary 1949, the three year long Akkand
Savitri Mufupagna was going on gl the Kashi Ashram and it was (o be concluded
on 15th January 1950, Throughout the yearalmost ten thousand Brahmins werc
fed in a grand fashion. Distinguished brahmins were invited from different
regions and states of our pious motherland, These varicty of brabmins had their
own strict rules and regulations. And henec their own brahmin cooks had arrived
to cook their [bod according to their rules and taste. The [voding arrangement
was made on the huge balcony and the huge hall below it, overlooking the River
Ganga. It was a pleasure to watch the South Indian brahmins. All around their
asans were drawn motifs with chalk and food was served on banana leaves.
They wore multi-colored satin clothes and (/a4 and other marks on their
(orchead and forearmis drawn with sandal-paste and ash. Ma used (o take us to
the hall to watch the proceedings, Aller [ood was served to them, drti was done
and wc sang the grii songs. After that they recited verses from the Vedas. They
started cating only after we departed from the hall. It was a grand treat to watch
each day a di(ferent region of brahmins having food in their own strict methods,

On Ma's instructions, daily Kshama'di keeping maun (silence) washed all
the sesame, barley etc., required for the pagne. Then dried these and removed
the torcign particles from it. Mukta’di helped her in this work, We Kanvapeeth
girls too keoping mawe helped them in removing stone parlicles and other
foreign particles [tum these vagra ilems,

One day a lot of potatocs were to be peeled off and cleaned, Ma insiracted
all the sacks of potatoes to be opened and spreadout in the verandah of the
Chandi-mandap. Ma sitting there ordered us Kanyapeeth girls to arrive there
with cutters. When we sat down circling the huge heap ol potatoes, Ma instructed
each one of vs to peel the potatocs and keep the potatoes and the peels separately.
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This was the first time 1 was cutting vegetables. After it was over Maasked us Lo
count the number of potatoes we had peeled of (. Pavitra™di had pucted themost
of the potatoes wnd I the mimmum, only cight to ten. But when the thicknesses
of the peeled skins werce observed, Ma declared ‘Bishuddha s [irst’. tHearing
this, my heart was filled with joy. [ smiled at Ma and Ma too smiled at me.

Ma gave the responsibility to Bithu’di and Renu’di to prepare satin flags
wilh scriptural emblems on them f{or hanging on the wp of the Yagnashala.
Bithu'di asked me and Jyoti*di to help her in this work. We started the work in
the underground room below the Kanyapecth. First triangular, rectangular and
square large flags of various colors were madc. Then various s¥ymbols of the
weapons and vehicles of Gods and Goddesses were cut from colored satin
clothes and slitched on them, In this manner several multi-colored flags were
fubricated. At somc places paintings were also made on the llags by Remu’di and
mysclf. Ma was extremely pleased when these were shown (o Ma. During the
conclusion ceremony { Purndhhuti) of the Yagna all these flags were hung all
around on top of the huge Yagrashald according to the seriptural rituals.

A month long akhand naam-kirtan was also held just before the
Purndhfiutii, For this conclusion function sadhues, monks, devotees, etc had
arrived from all over India. Since there wasn't enough living quarters within the
Ashram, several houses adjoming the Ashram and nearby localities were hired
for their stay. Several reputed Mahatmas were also invited und had arrived for
this [unction. Especially among them were the renunciating saints, Shree
DevGiniji Maharaj from Utiarkaghi, Shree Triveni Puriji Maharaj from Khannaa,
Punjab, Shree Avdyutji Maharaj, Shree Haribabaji Maharaj from Vrindavan, orator
ofthe Bhagwat Shree Alhandanandji Maharaj, Shree Chakrapaniji, Shree (Gopal

‘Thalcur from Allahabad and several others. Besides, Maharajas and Mgharanis -

af various states had also arrived for s function. Ma Herselthad sent invitations
tv all these eminent peoplc and also io several devolees with a quote to accept
SChboti Bachohi ka aamantran’ tor the conclusion of this three year long Yagna.
But Ma’s health was also not very good during this puriod. Whatever Ma ate was
immediatcly vomited and Ma had become quite fcan and weak. Dadabhal
(Gurupriya®di) had remarked, “So that the participants {(z0ta} of the Yagna could,
without any illness complerc the yagna successfully, Ma had taken away their
illness onto Her Body.” Inspite of Her illness, Ma kept a strict vigil over the
Yagna and rituals going on all around. And at the same titne took care of the
saintly Mahatmas and of the royal families and the ardent devotees, arriving
for the function. With the yagna mantrés and other kirtans and oration of the

7
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various scriptures being transmilled over the mikes in the Ashram, almost the
whale of Kashi was vibrating with its hely words and songs.

One day before the arrival of the Purndhiuti {conclusion ceremony of the
Yagra) day, Ma called us Kangapeeth girls and said, “All of you who are present
here during this Maha¥agna should be aware of the fact that you all are waiting
for several bieths to personalty observe this pious moment of the Purnahhuti
of this MahaYagna, ‘ Bhagwaner kripay ei duriob jogdjog' (Bengali mean-
ing- By the grace of God this rare association has occurred). Ma gave each one
of us yellow colored nd@mdvali cloths. Ma gave me a similar ¢loth and then
suddenly took it back saying, [ will give you a new one’. I wondered when all
were new then why did Ma take my cloth back. When Ma gave me another one
of those ndméavali cloth, 1 found that in alt others, ‘Hare Krishna’® or ‘Om
Shivay" was printed and in my cloth only 'Shree Ram” was printed. Atier that
Dadabhai (GuruprivaDi) gave few items (Fau or barley, i/ or sesame, haritiki
or harad or chebulic myrobalan, and smalt pieces of silver and gold} in our
hands and said, “All these you will offer tomorrow in the yagna fire during
Purndhhuti. On the ultimate day at the auspiscious moment when the final of-
ferings were made by the Aotds, Ma stood nearby touching them. We too then
onMa’s dircction offered the items given to us Kanyapecth girls onto the Yagna
{ire and with folded hands uttered the prayers to the Fire God as taught to us by
Ma, for the well-being of the universe. .

-The effect of Savitri Mahayagna

Regarding the effect or result of this Mahayagna Ma said, “That the Agni-
Dev (God of Fire) has accepted all this Seve (service) from us for the past
three consecutive years, is all this completely uselcss? The words that had
cmanated from This Body that the fire of a yagna held several years ago, would
be utilized in a Mahayagna, is that just a lame talk? Keep this in mind, that
whatever is happening is some unknown incident engrossing everything within

. His rcalm of the created and uncreated Universe. Do not consider ali that He is
getting done in this manner as a child’s play. He Himself manifesting in this
Form is accomplishing automatically whatever has to be accomplished. This
Savitri Muhavagna has been performed with the very aim of universal peace
and universal welfare.” : '

* ok kK (to be continued)

T is He, verily, who manifests Himsel] in all temperaments and forms,

whamsoever you may hate, you hate but your own fshia (Lord). Anger, greed
and the like must be altogether abandoned, Nor should you be swayed by
raise and prestige. - Ma Anandamayee.




Reminiscence of my proximity with Ma

Brahmacharini Bishuddha

(continued from before)

My classes started again, now in Sanskrit. I had an interest to know something
about Rig-Veda and hence informed them that1 would like to take it as an elective
subject. But the language and grammar of Veda-Samhitd is much different from
that of conventional Sanskrit. And its books arve also not easily available. Though
some books were available in the B.H.U. Library, but being a private student I
didn’t have access to it. Being a difficult language and becausce of the
unavailability of the books, Padmaji initially objected to my selection of subjects,
but observing my keen interest she finatly consented. But the maximum
encouragement in this subject 1 received from Bhandarkarji. Punditji used to
say, “Veda means knowledge, one who wants to know, the Veda aviomatically
gets manifested in him, Hence let’s both of us study it jointly.” Truly cnough
while going through the Sufras of the Veda, sometimes Punditji explained the
meaning and sometimes I too tried to explain it. The Veda class was exceptional,
After the daily chores and teaching the Kanyapccth students | just had twenty
minutes of free time during the recess. And that is when 1 went to Pundit)i for
my studies, [ was also not quite fit to study in the night. Over and above I was
given the responsibility of managing the accounts of the Kanyapeeth. Well in
this manner I studied and gave my exams in M.A. Sanskrit. 'The most surprising
fact was that even after all these hindrances 1 passed the exam with first class
and that 100 a dillicult subject hike Rig-Veda. What 1 mean to say here isthat alt
- this was only possible by Ma’s infinite grace, I have no credit in this.

In December 1961, quite a lew of the Kanyapecth girls had typhoid fever.
During that period a deadly cold wave had also started. Inspite of tedical
treatment and Kshama'di’s utmost service, her elder nicec died, Kshama™di had
arrived near Ma at a very young age and on Ma’s instruction looked after the
Kanyapecth for severgl ycars. Such sclfless and efficient service given by heris
rarely seen. She had brought four of her nieces from their parents to Kanyapeeth
to lead a life of a Bralunacharini and to study in Kanyapceth, She brought them
here as paid students and also requested her brothers, who were well-off to
donate essential items, like {ans, winter clothes, blankets, study desks and stools
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for Kanyapeeth. Bul alter the death of the eldest niece, the brothers Look back
their daughters [rom Kanyapeeth. The next day I received news that my clder
sister Shraddha had also died at home. When all the girls were fit and fine, we
received instructions from Ma (o fake the young girls for a rest to Vindhyachal
Ashram,

Tn 1962 May, Ma’s Janmotsav was being celebrated in Kishenpur Ashram,
Dehradun. On Ma’s instructions we Kanyapeeth girls had also been there to
atiend the function. Shri Kaniya Bhai of Bombay had sent several picees of
satin clothes. Mahalaxiniji and Ramaji had prepared beautitul ghdgras for the
Ras-1ita party. One nighl I was busy making paper flowers for decorating the
Hall when 1 received a call from Ma. When | reached near Ma, 1 saw several
Ashram Didi’s standing around Ma’s cot with a satin cloth in their hands. The
moment [ bowed and pranam’ cd Ma, Ma poinled al two picces of satin cloth
kept on Ma’s bed and said, “Whichever you want, you take.” [ picked up the
vellow picce. Chhobi’di standing nearby and observiniz my grim face, thought
maybe 1 did not like the yellow picce. She showed me her pink piece and said,
“Will you take this one?”. I replicd in negative, but Ma said, “Take it when she
wants to give.” So we exchanged our-clothes. Ma then said, “All of you should
now sew the sides of your cloth picees. Chhobi’di’s piece, which 1 had carlier
selected required to be stitched in three sides only as the lourth side was uncut.
Two elder sisters whose picces needed (o be stitched on alt four sides, requested
Chhobi’di to exchange the cloth piece. Chhobi’di in simple faith uttered,
“Everyone warlls to givd me, everyone likcs me.” Hearing that Ma too imitating
Chhobi’di started saying, “Everyone likes me, everyone likes me, likesme....”

'I'he Rani of Mandi had also arrived and wanted ta dress up Ma with flower
omaments and worship Ma. Bul these were not available in Dehradun so she
requested me make some ormaments [or her, Unable to arrange tlowers for it, 1
collected various leaves and made ormaments of leaves and a varicty of shiny
and sparkling papers and plastics. RaniSafiha was extremely pleased and with
those she decorated Ma but first wrapped Ma with a beautiful Benarasi sari. She
worshipped Ma and performed arti too. Usnally Ma during such Pujas sils
with palms joined together but here like a young girl during the arti song, Ma
moved around I Ter hands in tune with the song, showing Her leaf-ornaments to
everyone. [ understood that Ma had liked it.

'he day before Purnima (full moon day), Ma called me and asked, “Can you
make such Icaf-ornaments for me? It should be appropriate for Radhda-Krishna,
Shiv-Parvati and Sita-Réam, t.c. three sets wili be required. Yes, nobody should
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get 1o know that This Body has asked youto make it,” Chhobi'di also gave me an
order tor one set of Krishna ornaments with which she decorates Ma on the
Purnima day and then all the girls chant nam-4irtan of “Mu-Ma™ throughout
the night, [ went to an underground room and busied myselt with Ma’s order.
When other girls asked mc as to who werce the special guests who had ordered
s0 many sets of ornaments, | replied that they wanted to remain anonymous.
When Ma was alone in [{er room in the evening, I took all of thesc to Ma and
Ma instructed me to hide it below the bed. Ma then asked, “Nohody asked whom
were you making these for?” | replied, “Yes, several have asked. [ have replicd
that the name of the person whe has ordered wants to remain anonymous.” Ma.
was pleased hearing that. On the Purnimd day ulier en in the night, Chhobi’di
decorated Ma as Krishna and then started iirtan of Ma-naum. Al the
Kanyapeeth girls and women devotees accompanied Chhobidi and chanted beau-
tiful kirtan. Alittle later I saw Ganga’di gelting up and leaving, and then Mala
too departed. One by one few more Ashram Sisters departed. Oh! Ma!, and then
Chhobi’di also departed [rom the kirtan. | was sitting and guessing where ev-
eryone had left when suddenly someone came and said that Ma was calling me.
[ went to Ma’s room adjacent 10 the hall and saw, Ma, Buni’di and Mahalaxmiii
pulling out several costly sagin"’sarees fromm a big trunk. And near the wall were
standing next to each other, Ganga’di and Mala disguised as Shiv-Parvati, Basanti
and Swapna disguised as Ram-Sita, and Chhobi’di disguised as Krishna. The
moment I entered Ma (pointing at Chhobi’di) said, “What! do you Jike that dis-
guise?” The long hairs of Chhobi’di were bundied on her head like a bunch of
curied hair. She was wearing a multi-colored salin ghagra. Seeing all this 1
laughed aloud, Ma dressed me in a golden colored Benarast saree. Then putting
some scented ash on one corner of Her sarce, Ma applied it like a puff on my
face and body. After that decorated my forehead and cheeks with red and white
sandal pastic and then put a flower garland around my neck. Finally Ma placed
the leaf-thrones made by me onto each of ours head. I shouted, “So Ma, You got
these made for our heads only?” Ma too laughed a lot along with all of us. Ma
had instructed Ganga’di to remain in meditative pose like Shiva, so with cyes
closed she stood at one comer. Not even secing what Ma was doing all around.
Keeping us decoraied here, Ma went into the hall. Sitting there for some time,
Ma said, “See, Baba (i.e. Haribaba) puts off the lights during &irtar time, hence
vou all too shut off the lights.” After all the lights of the hall were shut off, Ma
came near us and catching the hands of Shiv-Parvati, escorted them to the
Mahatmas dsans (siiting place) in the hall and told them to sit on one of them.
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Returning back, Ma decorated Mahalaxmiji as Kowshalva and said, “You
lake Ram-Sita with you.” Finally cscorting us Radha-Krishna with Her, Ma
madc us sit in the centre @san in the Mahatmas place. Then Ma said in the
hali, “"Now put on the lights.”

The moment the lHghts were on, cveryone cheered in chorus,
“JaiMa, JaiMa, JaiMa®”. When Ma was decorating us within the closed room,
Pushpa’di and Chitra’di while peeping through the window, commented that Ma
was doing some progrant with the Bralumin girls, When these words reached
Ma’s ears, Ma called them too, Ma told Chitra’di to wrap a yellow cloth around
her neck and raising the hands above the head act tike MahaPrabln and sland at
one side. First Ma performed art/. Then Ma instructed the elder girls to bring
their satin picees. Then Ma catching hold of one of the pirt’s hand carrying the
satin piece, moved the hand this side and that in a very fast pace, making those
gitls to perform d@r#i in a peculiar manner. That day a South-Indian lady devotee
Ms. Kalpakam sitting there later informed, “This type of @ is perlormed in
old temples o['South-India.” Ma then perlormed Tanday dance along with Shiva
and then hugged Parvati and (hen told them 1o slowly Tcave the hall, After that
Ma slarted Ras-leela dance with Krishana, and what a dance it was! Catching
hold of Krishnra’s hands in Her hands Ma went round and round and danced
along with the chythim of the rawr-kirtan. Chihobi’di dressed as Krishna could
feel Ma’s bhdv and she hersclf was getting dazed. After dancing for a while Ma
hugged Radhdrani and then requested both of us to leave. Then Ma requested
Kaushalyva to leave along with RGm-Sitd, All of us returned back to the hall alier
changing our dresscs 10 participate in the ongoing kirfan. '

Ma again came i the hall afler mid-night. Chhebi’di decorated Ma as
Krishna by putting bungles on (he hand, earrings on the ears, and garlands around
the neck and on the bun of hair on the head. After that the moment the flute was
placed on Ma’s hand, Ma immediately with slightly lips upturned like a child
said, “Oh! Lhe flute was not given.” Ma repeated this two three times and then
held the flute near Chhobi’dis lips. I then understood, what Ma meant. I had not
made a flute with the feaves for Krishna. Well kecping Ma as Krishna in the
centre we daneed around and chanted £#rfan [or some tine. After that Ma went
away to Her room. We chanted &irtan for the whelc night and at dawn went
around the whole Ashram and finally came and stood in front of Ma’s room. Ma
came out and distributed batasds Lo all of us.

Later Ma informed, “During the titme. when the salin pieces were being
distributed to you all and Chhobi and Bisshuddha exchanged their pieces,
then only This Body had the theyal of playing this drama.”
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On the nal day Ma was to be worshipped while Ma licd down on Her
hed. ‘This arrangement was made in the courtyard in front of the hall. Ma’s
bed was beautifully decorated with garlands made of white Jasmine flowers. -
Since these flowers arce not available in Dehradun. I made them with white
crepe papers and they really looked like original llowers. Ma’s bed was also
covered with a milky white bedsheet. [ had sprayed a scent of jasinine [fower
on the paper flowers too. At the proper time Ma'’s lying on the bed and then
Ma’s Pujd, arti, pushpanjali, Lirtan. reading the scriptures, Ma’s bhog and
finally distribution ol prasad, ete, were beauti [ully performed and completed.

Gradually all the visitors, guests and Mahatmas who had arrived for the
function departed. During non-function days, one major waork was to collect
the cnormous letters that arcives in Ma's name from various devotees and to
read it in [ront of Ma, write down Ma’s advice, and post letters back to them.
When Dadabhai is with Ma, then she used to do this service. Now | was
performing Ma’s seva. Because of the function we could not get time to read
the letters to Ma. So now atter the function the normal routine started, Ma onc
day said, “Now you take the responsibility of the bag of letters, take out time
and read the letters to This Body and reply to them.” When 1 went to cellect the
bag [ found not abag but a sack [ull ofietters.

So whenever ] was getting time | read the letters and marked the imporiant
~ lines in it, so that it would be easy to read them out to Ma. Sinee Ma had said to
fix a time for it, so after the evening kirfan I used to sit with the ietters in Ma’s
room. Lying down with eyes shut Ma used to hear my words and gavc the answers
and I noted down the answers in brief. ew elder sisters also used to sit in Ma’s
roon. ['ew days later, Ma pointing at Chitra’di and Pushpa’di said, “Give thema
few letters too for reading out.”Ma further said after a brief gap, “The reply for
the ladies will be from Didi and that from the gents will be from Paramanand.”
Immediately Pushpa’di said in a hurry to me, “Give me a fow good gents.” { Which
actually meant letters from men), because then the letters and the written reply
will be handed over to Swamiji, she won’t have to worry or exert herself to
write down the aclual letter. Hearing Pushpa’di, all of us there laughed aloud.
So the threc of us one by one read out the jist of the letiers to Ma and noted
down Ma’s reply. [ was more concerned about this work because [ wanted to
empty the sack of letters soon. There were several letters written by the same
devotee with the same problem, so they were sorted out and removed. One
lady had sent four leiters with the same prayer to Ma. It is being mentioned
here because of the comiment Ma gave after hearing it. The letter said, “Dear
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Ma, My husband is bed-ridden, please cure him. My son doesn’t have a job,
may he gct onc quickly. My daughter has allained the marriage age, pleasc
arrange for a'good husband. 1 am fed up with the houschold problemns, can't
sleep at all. Please give me peace,” limmediately on hearing this Ma remarked,
“What clsc but a servant to fulfill orders.” Thinking it to be the reply to the
leiter, 1 wrote it down hurriedly. Seeing this Ma laughed out and said, “How
1s this you know?” So saving Ma narrated a story.

Ma said. “The father of a young boy has passed away and cremation rituals
have W be performed. The priest instructed the mother to swipe clean the
courtyard and arrange for the given items in the list. Before starting the rituals,
the priest said to the boy, “Whalever 1 say you just repeat’. The rituals started.
The priest instrucled, “Boy, lake waler in your palm’, The boy rcpeated, ‘Boy,
lake water in your palm’. So in this manncr the boy repeated whatever the priest
said or did. The priest thought thal the boy was doing it on purpose, was teasing
him. Becoming furious the priest started fighting with the boy, the boy too
repeated the same and fought with lim. Finally all the materials for the rituals
spread all over the cleancd area. The boy’s mother sat at one corner ol Lhe
courtyard and watched the cremation rituals silently. Considering it to be a part
of the ceremony, she exclaimed, ‘If 1 knew that the ritual would spread out so
much, Twould have cleaned the whole courtyard’. Hearing this funny story from
Ma, all of us including Ma laughed a lot. So what Ma had commented was just an
address fo Llerself, not the answer to the letter, which Ma gave latcr,

[or reading out the letters, Ma’s door was always open for us in the night.
Seated around Ma, our time too passcd beautifully. Afer quite a few days when
the last letter of the sack was read out to Ma, Ma gave a loving slap on my head
and back and said, “Oh! Saved everyone.” So now wheneverthe letters in Ma’s
name arrived we sat in the night and noted down Ma’s reply. 'Lhe funny part was
ihat, vn Ma’s instructions, the men’s lellers were handed over to Swami
Paramanandi, but he called me and I had to write down Ma’s answers for replying.
So there was no account of how many letters I wrote every day. But for this very
reason the time that 1 spent in Ma’s rooim was a greal boon for me. Even while
travelling in the train, sealed in Ma’s room, many a time Ma instructed me to
open the bag of letters. In general most of these replies given by Ma have been
published in the books “Matri-Vani® and ‘Vangamayee Ma’.

Once whilc writing down Ma’s replics in the train, keeping the paper on
Ma’s berth, the writing was becoming messy because of the jerking of the
train. This was of course bothering me. Obscrving me and the writing, Ma
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“suid, “Tlave you seen the writing of Tripurari bada (Prof. Tripurari Chakravorty,
a skilled orator ol Mahabharat)? His natural hand-writing is like this only.
Hence there is nothing to be shy of. Your handwriting is so clear that This
Body can also read it.”

Ma and we elder girls are residing in Dehradun. Cn day Ma sent a notebook
to us and instructed, “Each one of you, write something in this notebook.™
Chitra’di remmarked, “From our handwriting Ma will guess our naturce.” However,
all of us wrote few lines in that notcbook. After obscrving our handwriting, Ma

" called me and gol a letter writlen by me in Hindi 1o the then Prime Minster,
Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru.

~ Oncec Janmashtami was being held in Kashi Ashram. Though Ma was very
- busy, I observed that Ma was quietly calling and speaking to Buni’di. Bithu’di,
Buba’di, etc. The next day Nandotsav was being celebrated in the Kanyapeeth

* hall with only girls and ladies being present there. The room adjacent to the hall
was closed from within. I leamnt that, few senior Sisters and few young girls
were inside. Afller sume time the curlain of the hall was raised and we saw -
separated from Krishnag Her soulmate, Buba’di dressed as Radhd sitting de-

Jected along with a group ot her companions (sa4#i 5) . Suddenly from the hall
door wewring a tiger skin and disguised as a Yogin? entered Ma, and in Ma's hand
wus & golden ringed conch held near [er lips. The sound of the conch shell was
also coming 1rom Ma’s direction, bat thal was another conch being blown by
Chhabi’di hidden behind Ma. Hearing that sound Radhardni becoming excited
tells her friends (sakhiy), “Friends see, has my soulmate Krisfmg amived or
not?” And then REdha gocs near the Yogini and asks, “Who are you and why

have you come here?” But Ma disguised as the Yogini walked around in a divine

manner and kept saying, “Main bhukhaa hun, main bhukaa hun.” (in Hindi - *1
am hungry, I am hungey”). I still remember Chitra’di who had just returned [rom
abroad Kept trying to take a few pictures of Ma (in that special attire) with her

new costly and foreign camera; surprisingly not a single photo came out. All the
actors and spectators were not able to recognisc the Yogini and hence exclaimed,

“Who is She?” Observing [Ter style of movements Radhd cried out, “Oh! She is
our Krishna, our Anandamayee Ma.” And from out of the tiger skin came out
Ma wearing a beautiful light bluc sarce and everyone in the hall shouted and
clapped in joy. ‘ :

L {t0 be continued}



Compassionate Shree Shree Ma's Aheytuki Kripa

Sw. Narayananand Tirth
(continued from before)

Shree Shree Savitri Mahayagna in Ma's Kashi Ashram

Offering the oblations while reciling the vedic Gayasi mantra in chorus
on the banks of the holy north-flowing River Ganga, in the most pious city of
Varanasi, and in the mortal presence ol'the Supreme Encrgy Shree Shree Ma
gave such an amazing pleasure which just cannot be described in words, The
very aroma produced [rom the burning of the yagna materials being offered as
oblation created an incredibly inspiring environment. And this very aroma
produced from the yagra burning throughout the day and night filled the whole
Ashram with divinity. Not only the Ashram even the bylane and surrounding
areas were also spiritually lilled with this heavenly fragrance. This colossal
yagna wenton and on, not for three or six months but for three long years. And
in this grand festival, onc crore ghuti (oblations). ten takh tarpan {oblation
with special water), one lakh abhishek (conseeration) and feedi ng len-thousand
Hrahmins werc systematically performed in those three vears. And after the
completion of all these at the end of threc long yeats on the pious day of
wiaravan-sankranti on 14th of January 1950 this colossal vagna, performed
for the welfare of the world, was concluded in a grand festrve manncr with the
singing of kirtan and the playing of various instruments by oftering the final
ahuti {oblation) after gelling it touched by the Supreincly Compassionate
Lniversal Mother Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee. Just before the final rites, on
Ma’s instructions & very costly and beautiful Benarasi sarce was dedicated to
Goddess Savitri Devi or Gayarri Devi by offering it into the pious fire of the
yagna-kund. Shri Agnishbatta Shastri (Batu’da) the chief priest was comp letely
batlled to sce this scene. He just could not imagine that such a costly saree
could be offercd io (he Gods by just getting it burnt in the yagna fire, But all
actions and instructions of Shree Shree Ma arc always astonishing and unnatural.
According to Ma’s view the saree was just not burnt in the yagna fire, it was
olfered and draped around the then present Goddess Gavafri-Devi, and Shree
Shree Ma could see the pious and divine scven tongues of the yagra-agni which
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are intended to swallow the oblations -- Kafi, Kardli, Manojava, Sulohira.
Sudhumravarnd, Sphdingini and Vishwaruchi.
kalt kardll ca manojavé ca sulohii@ yva ca sudhimnaxrni |
sphulingint visvaruct cu devi lelayamana iti sapla jilvah ||
(Munduka Upanishad. verse 1.2.4)

All the ingredients for the yagna were first ossed and threshed to remove
dirt particles, then washed in Ganges water and finally dried in the sun. The
entire cow’s ghee required for the yagrna arcived here regularly by tram froma
devotee’s personai dairy farm in Ahmedabad. And when transportation by train
was not possible they sent it through air tlight. But the cow’s ghee was never
ever purchased from the market. A colossal [unction with so much faith and
purity cannot be performed in the present era nor has it been heard of earlier tha
this. - '

. The closing ceremony itself continued lor almost a month and all those
who were present could not but stop praising this function. Among the spectators
“besides Ma's devotees were Mahatmas, Sadhus, Pundits and Brahmins from
far-off places. The donation received for offering prasa@d and dakshini was so
encrmous that instead of the stipulated ten thousand, thirteen thousand Brahinins
were satisfactorily fed pras@d and given enough dakshing and oficrings.

There is a reason for mentioning the Shree Shree Savitri Mahayagna here.,
because during this colossal function Shree Shree Ma had bestowed ahetuki
kripa on this unworlhy chikl. On the cod of the scecond year on 14 January
1949, on the Uttarayan Paush Sankranti day, Ma called me in Her room at
around seven in the morning afier [ had [inished my daily chores. Ma was sitting
on Her bed 4nd I entered and sat down in front ol the bed on the floor. Ma seeing
me smilingly mentioned, “A little while ago | had been to your room but you
were husy warshipping your Narayan-shild and henee T retirned back. So saying
Ma took out a saffron cloth from under Lier pillow and handing it to m said,
“From today onwards you will tie this saffron cloth around your head while
sitting for the yagna.” But I denied accepling it because I knew the importance

_ of the saffron cloth. It cannot be wotrn by everyone and I telt that I was not
worthy 'of wearing it I pleaded belore Mu, “Ma, Please pardon me, T am not
capable of wearing this cloth.” Ma immediately repliecd, “Whelher vou are worthy
ofit or not, that you don’t have to anaiyze. This Body orders you to wear it daily
during the yagria.” I'inally accepting it I kept it on' my head and bowed down and
pranam’ed Ma by touching my head on Her lotus feet. Compassionate Ma
immediately with Her blessed TTand caressed me three times from the crown of
the head (hrakm-talic) moving back to the whole of the spinal cord and said,
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......... perform sashtéing-pranam (obeisanee by lying [lat on the
stomach)...... to Mother Ganga..” I turned towards the east and did the same.
After that 1 tumed towards Ma and again pranagni’ed Ma by touching my head on
Ier lotus feet, Ma too instantly kept Iler biessed hand on the brakm-tdlu and
said, “Mukta, Mukta (liberated, iberated). | sat up and prayed to Ma with (olded
hands, “Ma, blcss me so that 1 can truly protect the dignity of'this blessed saffron
cloth given by You. | had a doubt in my mind which has been cleared now.™ Ma
enquired, “What is the doubt in vour mind?” 1 said, “Ma, I always fell that for
several reasons You are not satisticd with me. But today atter this unprecedented
ahetuki kripa, [ belicve that You are not angrv with me. Otherwise You would
not have blessed me in this manner.” Alter listenog (o this argument of mine
Ma said, *“I'his Body is satisfied, satisfied, satisfied with you. How many more
times have 1o say “sausfied’?™ :

The manner in which our Compassionate Ma blesscd ine by presenting this
reddish brown cloth (worn by ascetics or sadhis) and long before in Raipur,
Dehradun and in Dongre, by offering me the supreme words and the sanyas-
mantre respectively, pulled me at Iler lotus feet, 1 bow down and pay my
obetsance and convey my heartiest gralitude al Her lotus feet again and again.

Even after making umpteen etforts that which would never have been possible,
but by the Compassionate and Merciful Shree Shree Ma's ahetuks kripa, was
today accomplished in this mamer. O Mat! today you have pardoned me of all
my misdeeds and have blessed me in this ruanner and henee [ repeatedly bow
down and prostrate at Your lotus feet, prandm, prandm, prandm.

Yua Devi Surva-Bhutessu Shokti-Ruupenna Samsthitaa |
Namas-Tasyai Namas-Tasyai Nomas-Tasyai Numo Namah ||

Accepting the cries of the miserable

Several people spread the rumor and Lo make us hear have repeatedly said,
“Anandamayee Ma is the Mother of the atftuent only. She does not even look
towards the indigent. Whenever an allluent or a high post government official
vigits Her, how much carc and attention She bestows on them.” Actually behind
these sarcasms lics their hidden jealousy and intense burning of insatiable
desites. Each and everyone are the children of the Universal Mother, none is
lell oul, Shree Shree Ma’s immecasurable /if@ comprises of each and every
individual n this world. Until one docs aot view this mammoth play of the
Universal Mother wilh a liberal mind on cannot get the appropriate taste of this
nectar filied /ig. These immoral and revolting words arisc from those only,
who are deprived ol this nectar.
Here I would like (o narrate two incidents of my life.
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During the Savirri Mahayagna, one evening duc to shortage of funds I
purchased red colored rice trom the ration shop. Only the poorest ol peopte
purchased this rice and it did not have any asie too. After cooking it looked like
the red sand used during the constructions. The next afternoon afler the yagna
was over, I came to my room and cooked this rice and some okra (lady’s-linger)
curry for offering to my personal [dol, the Narayan-shita, which on Ma’s
instructions was kept in the Ma Annapurna Tenple, Also because of shostage of
time, | could not purchase any vegotables, cspeaially “okea’ (lady’s-finger) which
I wanted to offer to my Narayan today, The moment T kept the cooked rice
from the stove to the ground I heard someonc shouting ncar the Ashram door,
“Babn, will vou purchasc okra?” Lasked from upstairs whether he had anything
else to which he denied. | came down and saw an old man carrying [ew freshly
plucked okra in a basket, which | purchased lor my Narayan's bhog.

After completing my worship and other rituals, 1 offered ihis meager bhog
of red colored rice and okra-curry lo the l.ord. After that according (o (he
- seriptural rule (leaving the »rog in front of the Idol alone for sometime) [ got
up and was aboul Lo step out of the room, when I saw Ma standing near the door.
Ma entered the room. I then surprised enguired as to when Ma had arrived; Ma
replied, “I have been standing here for quite some time and have heard your
scriptural recitations and have atso scen you oftering bhog to your Narayan.”
1 stepped out of the room and closed the door, while Ma remained inside. After
prayving outside for a minute or iwo, to the Lord to Kindly accept the offered
bhog, 1 entered the room and since the worship was over, 1 carried Norayanji
back to His appointed throne in the Ma Annapurna Mandir. Returnmg back just
as 1 pronam ‘cd Ma, Ma declared, "Today This Body will receive your
Nuravar?'jis prasdd.” Hearing this T was just dumb-founded. With what will I
serve food to Ma? I have just the sand like rice and a litlle bit of okra-curry
which [ had offcred as bhog. TTow can [ feed these (o the Universal Mother
standing in front o' me. But Lalso knew that Ma will not suy or objeet to anything
as because whalever is oltered to Ma, Ma will accept that graccfully. I was
leeling embraced to serve Ma the pasty red colored rice and the wee bil of
curry in a brass plate.

The moment Udaas and Buni (two ol'Ma's [avourite care-takers) heard that
Mu would have Narcyan s bhog here, they immediately sprinkled ganges-water
on the floor and laid Ma's @san and jusi after that Guropriya entered with
Ma’s bhog cooked by herself very piously and cleanly. Within a minute a
variety of lood items were properly displayed in front of Ma. Ma sat down in
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ITer asan and immediaiely tostructed me to serve my Narayerr's prasad. 1
took a wee bil of the prasdd and served it in Ma’s plate. Seeing that, Ma again
said, “Why have you brought so little of Narayan's prasad? Bring the whole
plate here.” With folded hands in a very humble manner I said, “Ma! How
much prasad should me take? Even a wee bit of God’s prasdd is cnough,
Besides why do you nced prayad? We partake prasad tor cleansing our
consclousness. You do not have g consciousness, that has to be purified.
Henee You do not require prasad.” [ was feeling totally ashamed to bring out
that prasad in front of evervone. Ma just did not lister and [ had to bring out
the copper plate of prasdd in (ront of Ma. But Ma did not stop there, Ma
instructed me (o fecd Her that prasad. 1 ook u little of the praséad within my
fingers and was about to feed Ma, when Ma said, “Why are vou giving so
litle of God’s prasad? Give one mouthful of it at a time.”

Hence I started feeding Ma a mouthful at a time the prasad consisting of
cold red colored rough rice and okra-curry. And our Compassionate Maj avoausly
ate the pravdd and kepl on highly praising the prasdd. And my dear readers will
not believe that nowadays Ma’s bhog actually consists of besides other items
high quality scented basmatirice, which too Ma partakes little by little only two
three times. And now, here was Ma eating almost more than hall'of Lhe cooked
food of the poor and destitute like me. It T had offered more Ma would surely
have eaten that too. Obscrving Ma’s leeld@ my eyes were filled with (ears and
hence I could not oflcr any more. T just got up and standing behind the door,
facing the wall I started crying. Observing me getting up, Gurupriya Didi started
feeding Ma from the d4og that she had preparcd and were served in front of Ma.
Ma stopped cating afler three-four mouthtuls and got up. And imagine some |
people saying such a distressed-loving compassionate Shece Shree Ma is the
Mother ol'the affluent and high government otticials,

Another incident I wilnessed in Solan, The king of Solan Shri Durga Singhji,
whom Ma called as * Yogiraj® and we called him as * Yopibhai®, organized a Devi
Bhagwat Path and on his sincere request Shree Shree Ma had arrived in Solan
there with several of us. Daily some one or the other among the spectators
ol(cred flowers, garlands, [ruits, etc to Shree Shree Ma and the oralor of the
Bhagwar-Path. One day a poor old lady arrived with some barley-flour and
Jaggery 1n a leaf bow] and with sincere respect offered it to Ma as a *gift’.
Immediately Ma called a Kanyapeeth girl and instructed her tokeep it aside and
to bring it ncar Ma during Ma's bhog. At the stipulaled time when Ma sat
down [or ler bfog, Ma called that girl and informed her to bring that *gift’.
Ma first partook some barley-flour and jaggery and then only ate the other
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items offered by Raja Yogibhai. And imagine still some people complain that
Shree Shree Ma is the Mother of the affluent.
Shree Shree Ma gift’s us Her Self-Identity

Several years ago in Bajilpur, on being questioned by Shri Janakibabie,
Shree Shree Ma by replying “Purna-Brafmm-Nardyvarn'™ had hinted to us Her
Sclf-Tdentity, Tn this manner on severil occasions during discussions Ma has
hinted Her Self-Identity. One of those incidents is being narrated here.

Besides Shri Gurupriva Devi we find three more selflessly dedicated
attendees and pillars of the Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee Ashrams. One of
them 1¢ Shrimal Swami Paramanandji, the second 1s Shri Kamal Prasad
Bhattacharya (presently known as Brahmachari Virajananda) and the third is Shri
" Kanakangshu Basu (presently ShriPanu Bratunachari). After the establishment
of the Varanasi Ashram, Shree Shree Basanti-Durgd-Pujd is being held here
gvery vear during the Basani-ritu (spring scason, Fcb-Mar-April}. Occasionally
Ma is present during this festival: on most of the occasions Ma is not present.
This Basanti-Durgd-Puja is celebrated piousty so far by the joint efforts of
these three efficient and commanding sons of Ma. However it is needless to
mention that with the presence of Shree Shree Ma the [estival becomes much
more vibrant and jubitant.

Once Ma had benevolently arrived in Kashi Ashram during this Béasunsi-
Duwrga-Puja, but duc 1o certain special reasons none of the above (hree pillars
of our Ashram were present in Kashi. Swami Paramanandji had gone to cstablish
Ma’s Vrindavan Ashram, For this reason Ma instructed this unworthy son (i.e
myself) to somehow manage the festival.

During the second day i.e. on the day of Maha-Ashtami, special
arrangements were made for the special bhog of Devi-Durgd. To have Ma’s
darshan and to witness the Pujd and (o partake of the special Maha-Ashiami
prasad innumerable invited and uninvited devotees and people had gathered in
the Ashram. In Ma’s presence the necessary rituals- Devi-Pufd, pushpanjali,
Devi-bhog and Devi-Aarti were properly completed in uime. And now it was
the time for distribuling, the special Maha-Ashiami prasid to ong and all. And
our Mother was moving here and there and was joyously entertaining everyone.
Wherever I went for some work 1 found Ma present there in a divinely form,
wilh a sweet smile on Her face and wearing a dress ol white silk with clogs
(kharam) on Her feet. And behind Ma was walking Shri Potolbabu with an
umbretla on Ma’s head. And a group of young Kanyapeeth girls were alsa
following Ma. As it the Divine Mother is walking like the “Yogini-Kozi-Parivritd”
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(the divine mother in countless changing formq) I was busily making
arrangements for distributing prasad (o everyone. Spcldcnh’ 1 met Ma face to
face in front af the ‘Sevalaya’. Ma has coincd the name ol’'the Ashram Office ag
‘Seviiaya’, because all the work of the Ashram is excerrted trom this very place.
And all the work of the Ashram 1s considered as a service (Seva) 1o God. 1f and
only if this attitude is maintained then only pioug work oceurs and it purifies
the mind, Othcrwise the work creales pride and ego and hence attachment. Ma
instructed me, “Are you mzlkmg arrangements for cveryone to receive the
prasad? Don't you see it is becoming so latein the afietnoon? Quickly make
everyone sit down to receive he prasdd. Don’t delay anymore.”

Mysclf: Yes, Ma! | am making arrangements for ¢veryone to get the prusad,
Let me first scat the invited guests, atter that I will let the uninvited pcople to
sit down. | will not allow anvone 1o leave without partaking prasad. Everyonc
will get prasad,

Ma: Itis the month of Chaifra, it is late afternoon. et evervone invited and
uninvited sit together for parlaking prasad. on’t dclay anymore. Everyone
has come to receive (he prasad,

Myself: Ma! How can cvervone be seated together? Ammgements havc been
made for three hundred people. And what I sce, there are more than four hundred
people here. TTow is it possibie to fecd cvoryone together?

For Ma both the inviled and the uninvited arc the same, Both have equal
rights to partake the Devi’s Maha-Ashtami prasad. Hearing (his Ma suddenly
satd forcelully, “What is the worry? Makc evervone sit down together. Aami
aachhi kiser chintaa (1 am here, why te worry)?” Such powerfut words Ma
rarcly utters. The word “Aemi™ (1 or Myselt), Ma rarcly utters. Why and for
what reason these words were uttered from Ma’s lips. Suddenly hearing these
words from Ma, my body became vibrant from within, More than four hundred
people, nvited, uninvited, male, fcmale, children everyone were scated for
partaking prasad within the Kanyapeeth, in the hall, upstairs and downstairs
corridots and in the courtyard in front of Kanyapccth building too. All the
brahmacharis and brahmacharinis of the Ashram, by wrapping themselves
with towels and gamchha’s, started serving the Maha-Ashtami prasad to
cach and cveryone, wherever they were seated. And our Mothet in the form
of Shree Shree Ma Annapurna, preparcd Herself for the disttibution by wrapping
a semi-wet vellow colored towel on Her head and went around each and
every pluce checking the distribution of the Devis Maha-Ashtami prasad.
With Ma’s pracc all the people received and ate the prasdd with total discipline
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and while hailing Ma and Devi-Basanti— “Anandamayee-Mayer-Joy™ and
“Basanti-Devi'r Juy™, deparied [rom the Ashram heartily content.

‘The manner in which Ma had saved us from that extreme crisis cannot be
forgotten, Alter everyone left I 'was free to ponder the situation that had occurred
here. 1 fell gloomy for the reason of speaking in front of Ma that [ would
distribute prasdd first to the invited guests and then to the uninvited people. [
should have treated both equally and should have seated both of them logether.
Docs the egoistic mind ol the humans vanish so casily! But at the very moment
I'thought that i1 had not spoken in that manner, Ma would not have said those
forcetul words and would not have given I'Ter Sclf-Identity. Fverything that Ma
does or speaks is out ol this world. Only the Supreme [Lord can positively say
with such a force, “1 am here, why to worry?”

* % %

w (to he continued)
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Commentary on the Bhagavad Gita
Sri Chinmoy

(contintted from before)

Self-knowledge is the knowledge of universal oneness. Divine perfection
can be eslablished only on the fertile soil of universal oneness. This oneness is
the inner oneness. This inner oneness is unique and cannol be truncated by the
mind. Serve humanity precisely because Divinily {ooms large in humanity. Know
Divinity and you will in no time realize God’s Imumortality in you and your
Immortality in God., (zod in man and man is God can only announce the truest
embodiments of absolute Perfeclion.

Out of His infinite generosily, love and soulful concern, Sri Krishna unveiled
the secret supreme that He is in everything and He embodics everything. Arjuna’s
slarh delusion has been removed and dispersed. Sri Krishna spoke of His
immeasurable splendor and Ajuna belicves in Him unreservedly and soulfully.

Arjuna now crics for the transformation of his single-minded belief into
realily. Even though his mind believes the Truth his heart desives to vision the
Truth and to live {t. Sri Krishna immediately grants hiunr the vision of His
Universal Torm. Krishna says, “0 Arjuna, behold in My Body the entire universe.”
(11.7) Arjuna’s physical eyes naturally fail to vision the spiritual Body. So the
Lord grants him the spiritual eye of the divine vision, the cve that sees the
unseen, the yogic cye. Fhe Body signifies form. The formless persists in this
form. This divine body is the embodiment and revelation Immortality and
Elernity. The body of flesh and blood undergoes innumerablc transformations,
but not this Divine Body of unlimited form and deathless substance.

Sanjay says to Dhirtrashtra, “O King. Krishna the Almighty Lord, reveals to
Arjuna His Universal Form. Arjuna now sees Krishna as the Supreme Godhead,
the Parameshwar.” (11.9)

Arjuna sces the many in the One Supreme, possessing countiess [aces,
decorated with many celestial ornaments, welding divine weapons, wearing divine
garments and jewels, bearing celestial garlands ol supernal fragrance.(11.10-
11) vhe brilliance of thousands suns bursting forth ali at once in the skies will
hardly equal the supreme splendor of the Lord (11.12) Arjuna beholds Infinity
in multiplicity, in the divine Body of.the Lord of the gods, i.¢. Sri Krishna.
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Overwhelmed, ccstasy flooding his innermost being, with palms joined, head
bowed down, he exclaims, “0 Lord, in You. | behold all gods and all grades of
beings, with distinclive marks. I even see Brahma seated resplendent on His
lotis-throne and seers and sages all around, and the celestial serpents. (11.15)

Verses 15 to 31 cloquently and psychically describe what Arjuna saw in
Krishna with his newly acquired yogic sight.

The fight is vet to starl. The mighly warrtors are ready and eager to tight. To
his greatest surprise, Arjuna secs the lives of the warriors utterly extinguished
in Krishna. Even before the barth of the fight, he sees the death ol the warriors.
Destroyed they are all within the fires of Krishna's flaming and all-devouring,
mouth. Seeing all this his very life-breath guivers, The disciplec crics out, “Your
Compassion, my Lord Supreme, I implore. [ know Yoanot. Who are You? {11.31)

Time am I. Time, the mighty destroyer, am I. Doomed they are. Whether you
fight or not they are already dead. 1iven without you, your foes will escape no
death. Arise, O Axjuia, arise! Victory’s glory and renown you win. Conguer your
enemies. Enjoy the vast kingdom, cnjoy. Their lives are delermined by Me in
silent surrender. You be the outer causc. *Nimitta-matiad bhava’' Just be My
instrument, nothing more.” (11.32-33)

There can be no greater pride, no better achievement, than 10 be God’s own
instrument. And o be an instrument of God means to be infallibly accepted as
His very owi, -

Krishna is the All devouring Time. This vision according to our outcr eves
and understanding is terrible. Bul according to our inner vision and inner
comprehension or knowledge, itis natural and incvitable.

The Upanishad verses echoes in our aspiring hearts: “That moves vet, That
maoves not. That is far distant, yet That 1s close and near.” (fropanishad-3)

To doubt the spiritual Master (Gurr) before one’s {(the aspirant’s) own
illumination dawns is not uncommon in the spivitual history of the world. But
for the aspirant lo leave the Master precisely because doubt haunts him is an act
of sheer stupidity, Stick, stick unto the tast. The blighted doubts will disappcar
unto thin aic. The splendor of (God’s) Infinity and Eternity will blossom in the
bosom of ime, It is your mouniing aspiration that will accomplish this tasl.

Arjuna’s throbbing heart voices [orth, “Thou art the primeval Soul. T'hou art
the Supreine Abode.” (11.38) He cries for Krishna's forgiveness, Owing to his
pastignorance, he had not realized Krishna in His divine nature. {11,41-42) His
past was full of wrong deeds, with ignorance and with carelessness. He begs

with 4 throbbing heart for forgiveness for his acts of omission and cormmission
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rendered 10 Sri Krishna. He says, “Bear with me as father with his son, as friend
with his {riend, as lover with his beloved,” (11.44) Sri Krishna no doubt forgives
Arjuna. ¢ assumes ITis four-armed Vishnu Torm and then 11is normal, natural
and familiar form.{(11.49-50)

Arjuna-comes (o realize that it is only the Grace Divine that has endowed
him with the yogic eye to see the Unscen, the Glory supremie of the Lord, the
present, past and the [uture,

He also learns from the Lord that “neither the study of the Vedas, nor
sacrifice, nor alms, neither ausierity nor study can win this cosmic vision.”
(11.53) Even the Gods yecarn for a glimpse of this Universal I-orm which He has
just shown to Arjuna out of 1 {is boundless compassion,

“Thosc who perform all their dutics for My sake, who depend upon Me and
are devoled to Mc, who are free from attachment, and are without malice toward
all beings, such devotecs certainly come to Me.™ (11.55)

Faith, devotion, surrender. Lo! Krishna is won. No other way is there to
realize I1im, to possess Ilumn.

Arjuna is extremely happy and cxtremely fortunate that he has had the most
rare viston of the Cosmic Form. How is it possibie for him to be burdencd with
further phiiosophical and spiritual questions? The rcason is that his vision of
the Cosmic Form does not imply that he has reached the Goual of goals. The
vision has (o be lransformed into a living, constant reality in Arjuna’s life, and
then he has to live in the reality itscll. The experience of the vision is good,
realizing it is heller, embodying the vision is the best.

The path of meditation and the path of devotion are now being compared.
Arjuna wishes to learn from Sri Krishna aboul the two paths: the path of
meditation that Teads to the Unmanifest and the path of devotion thal leads to
the personal God; which is the better of the two? (12.1)

Krishna’s answer is that each path, devotedly and taith[ully foliowed, leads
o the Goal. But the path of meditation is more difficult and more arduous. The
physical body binds us to the material world. Hence it is difficult for us to
meditate on the Unthinkable, the Unimaginable and the Transcendental. (12.2-
3) Buti['we approach the Lord who assumcs human form and who plays Ilis
divine Game (/eefa) in the lield of His manifestation, our success will
undoubtedly be caster, quicker and more convincing, to a degree which our
physical minds would not belicve is possible. (12.6-7)

€ B (to be contined)



Flecks of Mdatri Kripa

Urmila Das (Kalondi)

Inthe late /330s of the Bengali era (1923 AD), Baba Bholanath, along with
Shree Shree Ma, came to Dhaka in search of employment. On 3rd, Baishakh
1331 (16th April, 1924), Baba Bholanath was appointed as the caretaker of
Shahbagh, the country-house (Bagdnbari) of the Nawab o' Dhaka. Shree Shree
Ma and Bholanath were given accommaodation within the Shahbagh. While
staying there, Shrec Shree Ma's Body manifested many yogic (£rivas) uctions.
I heard from people that a human-£#/i (Goddess Xaii) has arrived in Shahbagh
having miraculous power. Many fucky people have been blessed after having
‘Her darshan. And one of them was my husband, who narrated to me wonderful
incidents of Shree Shree Ma. My husband had a special attraction towards sadfiu-
mahatmas from his student days. Hence hearing of Shree Shree Ma’s arrival he
went to Shahbagh and was particularly attracted afler having Shree Shree Ma’s
leela darshan. From then onwards he uscd Lo visit Ma everyday. Unfortunately,
I'was not lucky cnough to see Ma during that period as [ was very busy with the
family and household chores. As Ma used 1o say “nothing happens until the time
isripe”, So I guess my lime had not yet arrived and I could nol gelMa’s darshan,

In Magha 1333 (Junuary 1927), Rayani Pujd was held in the residence of
- Dr. Shashank Mohan Mukhopadhyay in ‘{ikatuli and hence Ma was brought ihere.
I heard from people that Shrece Shree Ma of Shahbagh has arrived in
Shashank babe s house and there was quite a lot of festivity all around. Several
neighbors were visiting his house tor Ma’s darshan and henee Iaiso went along
with Lhem. T spw a young bridc in a red bordered iight pink saree with a veil over
Her head and face, sitting in front of the yagra-kund in the puja mandap. The
face was not clearly visible. She was sitting absofutely motionless. Since I did
not gel any response, standing there for a white | returned back. This was my
first darshan of Shree Shree Ma.

About the author Kalon’di
Urmnila Das was born on Janvary 1, 1900 in a prosperous ‘NagChowdhury® family of.
Bardi, preseift-day Bangladesh. As the youngest daughter of this fanuly, she started her
education while staying in the hostel of the Bethune Girls School for girls in Caleutta, In
1916, at a young, age according to the social norms of that tirne, shic was inarried to Mr.
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After leaving Shahbagh in Joyshrha 1335 (May-June 1928). Shree Shree
Ma stayed in a rented house near the Dhakeswari temple for some time. The
name of the house was “Uttamakutir’ - a.two-storied house, Ma fived upstairs.
In the month of Asfar or Shravan (June-July-August [928) after visiting the
Dhckeywaritemple we went to Uttamakutir for Ma's darshan. When I climbed
the stairs, | saw Ma right in front of me. Ma was sitting on the floor and Didi
{Guruprivali} was combing Ma’s hair. We bowed in obeisance and sat down.
My husband started meditating. Ma Kept staring at me with unblinking eves. [
oo tascinated gazed at Ma's charming countenance. Atter spending some time
fike this, | remembered that my sick son was at home. My husband’s meditation
was not breaking, my mind became restless and I started fecting a little annoyed.
Shree Shree Ma kept looking at g in the same mannct - it was as if Ma was
looking right into my heart and mind with that gaze. Alicr a while, when my
husband’s meditation was broken, we prandgin’ed Ma and departed. Ma said -
“Come again™, Tias was my second darsharn ol Shree Shree Ma. Much later,
Mt had said 1o Disdi that the diy 1 hud gone near Ma, I was the same inward and
outwird,

In Ashwin 1336 (Sept-0ct 1930) On the day of Muhalaya Shree Shree Ma
and Bholanath again came to Ramna Ashram. In Shahbagh Kati-Puja was
performed on a Kali [dol. Wherever Masvent, the 1do! was also carried along in
a cuphoard. This Tdol was brought from Shahbagh to Ramna Ashram in that wooden
cupboard and kept in Ramna Ashram in that cupboard only. ater when the Shree
Shree Annapurna temple was built, the 1dol was placed under the altar of Ma
Annapurna inside the temple. Every vear during Janmoisav (Ma's Birthday
celebration). the door of the cupboard was opened for evervone who were were
overjoved to have Ma Kali's darshan. Evervone were allowed to enter the
temple on thal day.

Yogendra Komar Das, who wus employed as an advocate in Dhaka. lle was a great
devoteg of Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee and regularly had Ma's dorshan. When he
dicd in early 193, Urmila'devi bacame a widow with seven children, She returned o
Dhaka because of the odd behaviour of hee methes-in-taw. In the beginning, though she
was dependan: on her elder brothers, within a few days she got a jab by teaching sewing to
the girls of the Hindu Widow Ashram, In 1939, shie gota job in the Rajbari Primary School
in Diwka and henee her Cimily condition improved a little [ler two elder daughters got
admission i that scheol. Later she got another job as a teacher at VidyaMaudir School in
Zallen, She had 1o work incredibly hard to manage two jobs at the same time. She also
worked as a tutor in a couple of houses. By the grace of Shree Shree Ma, she worked hard
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In Fafgun 1336 (Feb-Mar 1930), Ma instructed Bholanath (o stay in i room
in the Siddheshwari Ashram where he performed rigorous sddfiandg. A
Bruhmachari from the Ramna Ashram uscd to bring food for him, and would
also sleep near him al.night, From time (o time, Ma visited him. Bholanath used
to become overwhelmed with bAady. He used (o roll around i the ground and
used Lo perform a lot of friyas. During this period he inttiated the Brahmacharis
and twe 10 lour other devotees,

After Shree Shree Ma came to Ramna Ashram, we used to visit Ma regularly.
One day I went and saw Ma sitting on the balcony. There were not so many
people then. Ma used to sit peacelully, talk with everyone, chanted kirtan along
with everyone. On that day, Ma said to Didi, “Give prasad to evervone.™ Didi
mixed rice and hilsa {ish curry in a plate and gave p/‘asc'z'd to everyone in their
palms_ and said, “Ma has cooked this hilsa fish curry.” What a wonderful taste it
had. Fhad never eaten anyvihing like this inmy life. 1 hn,n Ma was very affoctionate
and hence | did not Jeel like retuming back to home. One day Ma said, It is time
for you to takc dikshe (initiation), Lake 1. We replied, “We had been wishing
to take initiation for a long time, but there was no such opportunity.” Ma did not
say anything eise.

Later on one carly morning my husbhand went to Ramna Ashram Lo have
Ma’s darshan and talked for more than an hour about his life. Ma instructed
him to go and mect Bholanath in Siddheshwari. So on Ma’s orders, be went 1o
Bholanath. There were several people in the room. He also went and sat down.
After a white everyone tooked at the clock and departed (o go 10 office.
Bholanath in his bhdv, forbade my husband to leave. When everyone left,
Bholanath said to him, *Today you will get initiation.” My husband repiled, “1
did not bring anything. | dicdn’t even take abath. I have only changed my clothes.™”
Bholanath said. “Nothing will be required, go and wash your hands and feet in
the pond. Only that will do.” When my husband returned a(icr washiag his hands

for several yeurs tu bring up her children in this manner. At that time without thinking twice
she took the responsibility of a ncighbor girl. Such was the courage and confidence ol her
character. That girf also remained as 4 member of her family throughout her life.

In 1951, on Ma’s instruction she tdek charge of Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee
Kdnydpeeth in Kashi Ashram. Unfortunately, she had a stroke in 1961 and hence she
returned hotme. For quite a tew years due to her phystcal illness she could no longer go
back to stay in (he Kashi Ashram. Probably from 1967-68 she again started visiting llw
Ashram regular[}

She died on | 5th September 1947, At the time of her death though she was swrrounded
by her entire family, but repeating Ma’s “name’ and gazing at Shece Shirce Ma's photo she
left her earthly bavly.
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and [eet, Bholanath gave him an asae angd then initiated him. He had a silver
coin in his pocket. Offering that as Guru-dakshing, he prandm’ed and retumed
back homne. In the evening he again went and offered fruits ete to his Guen. This
is how his initiation took place, bul I did not get dikshd.

Inthe year 7337 (May 1930) Jarmotsav (Ma's Birthday cclebration), was
lo be celebrated. A few days before the Birthday, Ma suddenly stopped talking,
For 5-7 days Ma did not LaJk at all. After ihat when Ma started speaking, Ma’s
voice was very vague and soft for 4 Jong time. Almost no one could understand
Ma’s words. This 4av continued cven during the festival. The lestival began,
Arrangemcents were made to hold &irtan from 19th Baisakh (2nd May) to
Krishna-Chaturthi Tithi (16th May). Several peaple had arrived, there was
hardly any space inside the Ashram. Ma went and sar down in the field. Though
Ma could not speak properly, but wherever Ma went, the people gathered there.

On the day of the festival, everyone was sitling on the ground for having
prasad. Ma arrived there and watched everyone. Then suddenly Ma prostrated
on the ground and said. “Narayan | bow 10 thee.” On the tithi day, for Ma’s
Pujd, Ma was seated on the Panchavati altar. Ma lied down and fell asleep.
Bholanath worshiped Ma, By the time the Py was over, it was dawn. Ma woke
up quite late in the merning. The devotces bathed Ma on that altar itself, Thus
the celebration ended with great festivily and joy.

A lew days after the festival, Ma was lying in Her room. Ma suddenly said, *1
am seeing, panic and wajling [rom each and cvery house.” Shortly aller this
incident, a terrible Hindu-Muslim riot started in Dhaka. Forget the woinen; even
the men were unable to leave their houses. No one could go to the Ashram for
several days. Ma said, “Look, it would have been difficult if this situation had
occurred before your festival. The ladics Have been coning und going day and
night, they couldn’t have done anything.™

Gradually the dispute calmed down. Then Ma went to Joydevpur and returned
back after two days. Two 1o four days later, Ma again departed for a tour (o
South India. Afier touring South Indiz, Ma went to Dwarka. From there to
Vindhyachal, Kashi, Gaya, Jamshedpur, Calcutta and finally to Cox’s Bazaar.

Various disusters starled in my family. The ctdest son contracted bacillary
dysentery. There was no result even-atter 14 days of rcatment by a scnior doctor
in Dhaka. The doctor said, “I have no more treatment, you try something else.”
Ma was not in Dhaka then. What to do, 1 was confused. and kept remembering
Ma all the time. Then my clder brother’s guru-bhai who was a sadine, gave
homeopathic medicine. The boy was cured. It was all due to Ma’s aheruki kripd.
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InMagh 1337 (Jan-I'eh 193 1), my husband was afflicted with fever which turned
into mueningitis und afler suffering tor fourteen days, he left his mortal body on
Ist February Sunduy 1931. With 7 children, [ began to drown in the eadless sea.
Shrec Shree Ma was in Cox’s Bazar at that (ime.

Alficr retuming Lo Dhaka, Ma scht someone and asked me to o 1o Lhe Ashram.
But I was to lace the crowd. I replied, “If Shree Shree Ma kindly gives darshan,
only then can [meet Ma. Otherwise, i1 is not possible for me to go 10 the Ashram.
1 feel ashamed and not mentally prepared to show this face in public.” [ was
confused - where to go, whalt to do, I didn’t understand anything. My husband
had no savings. There were na relatives to support me. Some advised to go back
to my husband’s native place. There my step mother-in-law and her three sons
were nol bothered about me. After staying there and being torturcd lor four
" months, 1 returned back to Dhaka. So | held on to Ma's holy [vet. “You are
. always there Lor one who has no one.”

One day in Dhaka I reecived a call letter from “Anand Ashram™. Since I
couldn’t go alone, my clder sister accompanicd me. Smit Charulata the incharge
over there olfered me a job. While we were about to come out she requested us
to stay back for somctime as Shree Shree Ma was arriving there shortly, Due to
shame of meeling so many pcople | objecied but my clder sister held me back.
In order to hide myself from Ma and the crowd [ hid behind a door. From there
Usaw Ma, Didi and others aeriving in the room where | stood hiding, Everyone
went inlo the room through the centre door but Ma went passed the door | was
standing and I hoped that Ma would not have seen me. After Ma and Rholanath
sat down on a freshly laid cot and while bedcover, Ma called Didi and said
something. Didi went around the room and pointing at various ladies keptusking
Ma, “Is this the one?” and Ma declincd. Finally Didi caught me from behind ihe
door and took m¢ near Ma.

Ma caught my hand and asked, “1 had called you, why didn’t vou come?™ 1
replied that I felt shame coming in front ol the people. Ma instructed, “Come in
Lhe muming, there are hardly any people then.” | replied, =1 cannot go alonc, if
somcone accompanies me then I will come.” Ma asked me to promise that [
would visit one day later. T also mentioned thal 1 would surely mrive if somebody
accompanied me. Afier this Ma asked a lot of questions related to my houschaold
and family life. Returning back tomy efder brothier’s house, my nephew (brother’s
son) agreed to take me to Shahbagh.

According to Ma’s advice one day later, [ wentto Shahbagh in the morning.
Ma was extremely pleased 10 sce mmie. 1L was a Saturday and Ma conversed with



Yol. 27N 3, Lluly 2013 MA AVANDAAAYFELR AYIRIT VARTA 53

me for more than two-three hours asking and advising me about my family and
household work and alsa aboul my husband. Ma said, “On the last day your
hushand had met This Bgdy and had sincerely opened his heart’s content.”
Hearing Ma’s compassionatc words my mind and heart were totally relaxed and
I felt at peace. Ma alsomentioned, “In the Ashram everyone remuins f[ast for the
whole day and takes only rice in (be night. This v obeyed during amavasyd and
purnimd 100.” From that day onwards [ 100 started the same rule.

Moa then asked me, “Do you know Baby 7™ 1 rephicd, “Of course. She is my
neighbour,” Ma then said, “She comes here daily. you confe along with her,” Ma
msrructed Raby’di also tapick me up while caming ta the Ashram. Fronm then
onwards I started going to the Ashram along with Baby di.

In 7338.{1931-32) Ma tosiructed how o construet the new Temple of the
Ashram_The small Ma-Ka{itemple was enclosed within (he new larger temple,
such that the lower portion of the small temple was below the ground level of
the new bigger Temple. A new door was made on the portion which was above -
the ground level of the new Temple, so that one could enter the old temnple from
there. On the terrace of the old templc was construeted the throne where the
new Mda-Annapwrnd 1dolsct was installed. On one sid*of Her was the Ldol of
Lord Shiva begging tor alms and on the other side was the [loating Ma-Kali
ldol wheh Ma had seen in the sky coming towards Fer. On1op of Ma-Annapiend
was an Idol of the four-armed Lord Fishinie. An underground room was also
constructed whosc stairs was constructed behind the throne. Three rooms were
constructed outside the "Jempic and two rooms were constructed below the
verandah of the Temple. Bholanath FimsciCinstatled ali the idols.

From this year (/338) onwards Ma’s Janmotsay Puja was performed on
Ma-Annaprurnd instead of on Ma’s Body. Till now almost everyone could cook
Ma-Kaif's bhog. But now on Ma’s insteuctions, Yogesh®da would perform the
worships and rituals within the Temple and Atul’da, Kamlakan{’ da, Kuloda’da
and Yogesh’da would bring water for the hlisg and also cook the Alng. They
would (maintaining Shuddhachari; cat tood cooked only by themselves would

“stay piously. Yogesh'da who was till now staying ootside the Ashram was

mstructed to stay within the Ashram. During this (/338) year’s Ma’s Janmotsav

- Pyja afler the worship of M@-Kali Idol, a photo of the Idol was taken, the 1dol

was placed back 1n its small temple and the doors of the temple were closed.
The Ma-Kali photo was kept in [ront of (hat door and worshipped daily with red-
hibiscus garlands. Arrangements were made that every year during Ma’s
Janmotsav Prga. that door would be opencd and the Ma-Kafi [dol would be
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worshipped and seen by all irrespective of caste and religion. After the evening
Puja, that door would be closed for another year.

After the function | asked Ma, “Ma, arrange for my dikshd now.” Mu replied,
“You have to wait for one year (of your husband’s death) for your diksha.”
Hearing Ma’s words | was upset, there was nothing to be done. 1 visited the
Ashram every Sunday. Ma was outside Dhaka most of the time, when She arrived
only then we had Ma’'s darshan.

In the meantime | got another job as a primary school teacher from morning
six 1o ten. I could then put my two elder daughters to school. A relative arranged
for their scholarship and my eldest son also got admission in a good school.

In /338 (March 1932), Ma arrived in Dhaka just before the Holi festival.
On the day of the festival, on the earnest request of the wife of Shri Rajendra
Kushari, Ma played Holi with all the fadies. Using a Holi sprayer Ma sprinkled
colored water on everyone and they too did the same to Ma. Both dry colored
powder and water were utilized. In the afternoon Ma took along the ladies for a
bath in the pond. There too, being a good swimmer, Ma went into the deep and
sprayed water on the ladies. After Ma got up from the pond, Didi took Ma away
for changing clothes. We too changed our clothes. On Ma's order. Shri Rajendra
Kushari’s wife was given the title of “The Holi King® because on her request
only this lee/d had taken place. After that Ma sat down with everyone for kirtan
and also applied sandal paste on everyone’s forehead. When bliog was over, Ma
sat down with everyone 1o have prasad. Very happily all of us enjoyed this
function from morning to night. Bidding prandm to Ma all of us gradually
departed for our homes.

* * * * (to be continued)

He who has been initiated by a Gury must,
under His direction, try to keep his mind, every
minute of his life, engaged in sadhana, such as
worship, fapa, meditation, reading sacred
texts, kirtan, sarsang and the like. Exent yourself
to the limit of your power, however feeble it may
be. He is there to fulfill what has been left
undone, -— Ma Anandamayee

Smt. Gouri Chatterjee,
¢/o, Col.Dr.R.S.Chatterjee, Dwarka,
New Delhi




My first darsitan of Ma in KKashi

Brehni, Sunanda Goswami

feomtinued from bejore)

After receiving an invitation from Ma, one fing morning in the month of
April 1981, my [ather, my brother 12ebu and mysell departed for Shree Shree
Anandamayee Ma's Ashranm in Kankhat Haridwar. After three duys we reached
the pilgrim own of Tharidwar. Afler buthing in (he Ganga a1 Furidwar and having
some refreshment of curd and rice-flakes, sitting in a bullock-cart we reached
Shree Shree Ma’s Ashram in Kankhal at around 2pm. Entering the long verandah
in [ront of the Asliram ollice, we entered the Shunkaracharya Hall and paid our
obeisance to Ma. on a beautitul photo ol Ma installed in the Hall. There we met
Udasfi, who immediately recognized me and instructed me 10 wake up the people
sleeping in the 1Tall, [ o loudly annoimeed, “All those who are slegping may
Kindly wake up and sit properly as sarsang would begin very soon”. [ then met
Pushpa’di in the Hall, who smiled at me and enquired whother we had taken
prasael. When | replicd that we had not yet taken lunch, she became worried
and said, “l.et’s go to the Shiv Mandir kitchen and see whether anything is left or
nol*™, Reaching there we found that the kitechen was being scrubbed clean.
Pushpa“di asked them whether any praséd wes lefl over or not, One of the
ladies replicd, “1 cannot say whether there is any prasad left or not but Ma had
sent information to keep aside two full plates of the bhog, These are kept over
there™. lmumediately Pushpa’di exelaimed, “See, Ma has kept aside your share
ol'the prasdd: Please have 11, Henee iy Lather, brother and myselfsat down
joyausly to have the delicious prasad.

The sarsang had started n the Iall, Ma way seafed on a small ¢cof covered
with white sheets, ‘Fhe Ashram Elder Sisters were sitting around Ma, Geelashres
Chhabi Banerjee sang beautiful &irfans, followed by leclures by eminent Sadhus
and finally the Koulek Adhiveshan was declared elosed. Ma got up and departed
from the Saisang Bhawan to Her Marri-Niwas.

Afler that going o the office | lcarnt that our accommedation has been
arvanged in a dharmshala a bil further sway [rom the Ashram. Thinking of the
time, that would be wasted in fravelling between the dharmishala and the Ashram
and not being able to witness Ma’s feeld, brought lears in my eyes, All of a
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sudden Pushpa’di appeared and asked, “You all haven't lell yet? When will
you go? Why are you crying?” Hearing my answer she immediately wrned
around and alinost running went away and on retuening buck said, “1informed
Ma that girl has come. Ma replied, “That girl! Bring her here immediately.”
Come along with me.” | went with Pushpa’di ncar Ma. Ma was sitting in the
front room of the louse prescntly occupicd by Paton’da.The Marhadeesh of
the Shankari Math was supposcd to arrive in the Ashram.

Ma was making all the arrangements for his stay here in this house, his Piya
room, itemns required (or his worship, the Kitchen and the utensils required there,
his bedroom and it's accessories and the sitting area. for his disciples, ¢ic. I
entercd the room and bowed down and pranam ‘ed Ma. Ma askcd, “So you have
finally arrived? Who has come along with you? Your father and brother?” |
replied, “Yes Ma™. Ma again said, “Your fiving arrangements have been made a
bit further away from the Ashram and hence you are feeling hart?” Ma then said
1o Pushpa’di, “Go and call Kaushalya staying outside the Ashram.” Pushpa’di
depasted and arrived a fittle later with Kauvshalya’di. When Kaushalya’di paid his
obeisance to Ma, Ma said to her, “Kaushalya vacate your bedroom immediatcly,
(pointing at us) they, father son and daughter. will stay there.™ She replied
positively, “Thik hai Ma.” Ma then ordered me, Go there immediately. it is
almost time for your [ather’s cvening Fufa.

We went along with Kaushalya’di to her house and placed our lugpage al
the appropriate places in the given room. Pushpa’di arrived again and said,
“Ma has instructed you and your hrother aller having chappoti and vegetables
in the night (dinner} in the Ashiram, to bring luther’s dinner here in the room.
You have to take dinner in the Shiv Mandir kitchen. [ence you come along
with me.” After we ail had dinner we lied down in our respective beds. Father
and brother were terribly tired after the long journey and carrying the luggage.
lying down [ pondered “how Ma sent the invitation to father to attend the
 AtiRudra Yagna and how we arrived here and are now lying peacetully in this
room adjacent to the Ashram and the AtRudra Yagna arca. It is all but Ma’s
immensc ripa on all of us. In this crowd of people T only knew Ma, Pushpa’di
and Udasji, how T will manage the coming days Ma only knows.”

* * ¥ = * (1o be cantinued}

( Anchored in patience, enduring everything, live joyously with His "Neme .
: --- Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee )




