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Brahmachari Yogeshda*

"Seek and Ye shall Find " (St. Mathew 7:7, St. Luke 11:9.)

Yogeshda's experience is truly a great example of these words of
Jesus Christ. Yogeshda was in search of someone who could show him
the Path and his desire to 'Seek' led him to Mataji.

In the following narrative of Yogeshda's early experiences,
Mataji's Grace manifests itself. In every doubt, in every quest Her lov-
ing hand is extended imperceptibly to hold the seeker's hand and gen-
tly lead him on the Path without much difficulty.

It was about the year 1925-26. Yogeshda was working as an as-
sistant in the Health Laboratory in Dacca on a salary of Rs. 60/- per
month. Since his early days, he had been inclined towards a hife of
sadhu. He had taken part in the Freedom Struggle and believed in the
Swadeshi Movement. Because of this he had undergone a prison term.

News went round that a lady had come to Dacca, who lived with
her husband in an orchard grove of a Muslim Nawab at Shahbag. The
lady observed purdah as was the custom, and performed her normal
household duties, but was becoming known for her extraordinary at-
traction and her mystic powers.

A Government servant who was a disciple of Sri Aurobindo peri-
odically came on administrative duties. He, too, related to Yogeshda
the happenings in the grove. There was a large hall where the Nawabs
had formerly held mahfils with the accompanying dancing and singing.
Twice a week Mataji came to the hall and sang bhajans with the few
people that happened to come there. In those days no one did pranama
to Her. She touched no one and no one touched Her.

Yogeshda went for Mataji's darsana. At first he could only see
Her feet because Her face was completely covered. On one occasion
he happened to see Her throw something out of the house and he no-
ticed the swift movements of Her bangled wrists and hands.

* Sri Yogesh Rai, one of the oldest devotees of Mataji known us  Yogeshda™.
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Mataji would come to the meeting with Bholanath and clap Her
hands in rhythm with the singing and recite Kirtan. Once Mataji re-.
quesied Bholanath to ask Yogeshda to sing a bhajan. He did so. There-
after this became aregular performance, twice a week. By then Mataji
had Her face uncovered during kirtan. Yogeshda was struck by the ra-
diance of Her inner beauty.

He was fascinated by the sight of Her face and the light that
shone on it.

Atevery meeting some strange things happened. Mataji would
get into a trance very often. Whenever Mataji entered the hall, She
would bend Her head and touch the ground in pranama and then some-
times roll in a most supple and swift manner. It looked as if She had no
neck and no bones. Tears would flow from Her eyes during kirtan.

At one meeting Mataji walked around as usual, singing bhajans.
Suddenly She came towards Yogeshda who was sitting cross-legged
on the floor. She put one foot against his back and holding the finger
of Bholanath, got onto Yogeshda's shoulders and stood there. The next
moment She was flat on the ground in pranama. Yogeshda was
wonderstruck. When someone asked him afterwards how much weight
he had felt, Yogeshda said, "Hardly any at all". There had been no pres-
sure on him.

At the fifth meeting a few people gathered as usual. Yogeshda
sat in great awe, as always, waiting for some guidance from Mataji for
his Spiritual life. Mataji came holding a garland of flowers in Her
hand which She gave to Bholanath. Then clapping Her hands in tune
with the music She walked around trying to do kirtan. Suddenly, She
uttered, "Hari Om" and fell into a trance. Later She asked for garland,
broke the string, pulled the flowers apart and threw them to the people
sitting around. One flower struck Yogeshda on the forehead and fell
away from him. Mataji then said, those who had received flowers could
come and do Pranama.

Yogeshda did not go to do obeisarce as he felt he had not re-
ceived the flower since it had fallen away from him. All others
pranamed. Yogeshda went home but could not help crying all the time.
He did not cook his meal and lay down on his scanty bedding.
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X The next meeting he did not attend. A messenger came to call [«
o : . - + J

w| himlater. When he arrived at Shahbagh, Mataji asked him whathe was |3
%! doing. if he was married, where his parents were, what was his pay. and |3
A . . . N . . )
;E; similar questions. She enquired if he could get leave and for how long :E;
%| atatime, and how soon he could get leave for three months ata stretch. |+
0.0 . 0.0
%! She asked him to go and apply for long leave and then return to Ma. =
R He did as he was bidden. When he came back to Mataji, She indi- |
- -
:E; cated to Bholanath to ask everyone to leave the room and to close the :E:
%| dooras she had something to say in private to Yogeshda. This was the |3
%3 > H - 1] i . . . r s
%| first "private” Mataji granted to anyone. After this the practice of giv- :E:
L) + . . )

%) Ingprivate interviews started. o
L) .- . Ll
& When they were alone, Mataji said to Yogeshda that She was go- (%
«!  ingto ask him to do somé difficult work, but only for alittle while. He {3
s . . . o "

%] should take long leave and adopt the life of an ascetic, subsisting on |
* - - »

%! begged alms for one whole year only. He was not to tell this to anyone | &
- . . . . -
%) nor disclose what Mataji had told him nor show that he recognised |3
% Mataji and Her Party if. by chance, he happened to meet them any- |3
| where. From the first of Phalgun (February - March) of that year he [
e - : H ~ iy : o’
%| shouldlive by begging and take his first alms from his brother. &
K About that time, Dacca was recovering from its first Hindu - |
w| Muslim riots. Life was very unsafe as there was frequent killing. |3
%! Yogeshda would rather stay with friends than go home late at night. <
Q) . . . *

A When Yogeshda took long leave, Mataji told him that his salary (3%
:E: would be kept at Shahbagh and only enough would be given to him to 25:
- . . . . -~
:E: go and visit his mother, He was to stay there for only three days. :E:
- . . . -
R When he went home and knocked at the door. it was midnight. All |
)

| were surprised to see him and wondered why he had come at that hour,

*

| Hetold them that he felt like seeing them as he had taken holidays to

k)

*

0 »
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%| gotothe Kumbh Mela*. (Mataji was also going to Hardwar to attend |
0.0 . -
< the Kumbh). His brother was not at home. He had gone away on some |
- »
K RS
K4 )t
se| * The Kumbh Mela is cclebrated once every twelve year, It takes place in the s
:E: month of Magh (Jan, Feb), when the sun entering Capricon ceincides with the :E:
%] appearance of Jupitar in Aquarius. Kumbh bathing in the Ganga is regarded most | 3%
*h . . N -
i meritonous by all devout Hindus, o
o @
»

::;:o:o:o:9:0:4:0:o:o:-:o:o:o:0:0:o:o:0:o:o:o:.:.:.:.:o:o:.:.:.:o:o:o:-o:o:o:o:o:0:o:c:o:0:0:0:.:o:o:.:0:0:o:G:o:o:o:0:0:o:o:.:o:o:o:o:o:o:o:::




. ..:.:0:“:?§E
XN P
0..0 ..
0.‘0:.' ’0:
’.0.00 ...
»0..0 ) ...
SN KN
KR d A
XXXXXX et an :EE
Sageied fe the 4
OO0 her ut A
R ched law p other 3
. Ty e .
fegeleleled . a tou r-in his br s DOS-~ E::
Stelel ife. shd 15t m his p l- %
R his w Yoges his sfro ade th I's al 5
QRS with her, onc(?- stalm ad m atay devo- ::E
QR 10/- Is mot e. At his 1Llrhal"d hhow MHef %
Ieded ;. 5 1e. ‘ . . “0
Sedeteled Rs f hi fa ived ible i ing d o
XXX d1eft Ve Ofol' therecelv.ceptlb This oncer roun - |E
Goaoisielel dha gle‘ ey qhe- per sent. ters ¢ ta (a obe :}o :
o P by *
::: rk an takin mon Thu s lmS ab 1 mat dalo e In lace ::E
e or S . e 1 e a or KA
3 ked to'lnto hl?rectide brOt}fll“ence a blankh‘ia lz bcardgain I;ees :
* 5 -1 d irin S es n a u o
a 0/ d ht ri ffs, g a e r R
KA i 1 ii ha g hei itu Yo ad shav few %
% Rs. EH hou e ds th) is he ) a "
% a t €1 0 u is to d h R
X M n ex fo 0 dh ot ha ug
A as ve 1Y's ry m € n he o [
X3 e ay d owm av as de fel 'o
< ;ible . W Ited I'T sh W Aar, ha a A
2 s ing sa anarr he he rdw e H Ik
K ow €} ithan ns, hen Ha t. H ger. ang R
K kn s0om 1w ctlo T for for ,cﬂb, str 1d &
:’o S. th k Se 1 1m. t m 88 I s 1 0..
% € 1 S8 instr lm-ke isco a r ouk 3%
% te Wi e ve s in h ic dise p e W it 3
EEE let-like ata—'l Suld Seeg thet hout dlom an); Stransg HOWOt put E::
- b M co in it fr as ces. Idn Sk
A 0 o ne buy dw €g ew la u f o
;E: ' gienc: noo After passeve to ?)eg' Huaﬁge£ he co imate Oh EE:
© er ar. ey "ha O b = lim ug K
‘E Wgole ye jourg.d l'lothavi“g iioﬂ tOt hekn arm ie enog he -
w / ain I f 185 Ye ly. w ha A ] o
M4 W fra nd {o m Q. ta the OL el. eg Kot
:E: left. The him ahough,tfang?ng to c-lt n‘lenAfter did_rT blank him feir EE:
3 with the t has st thi for i 1d. ise. He,n his nade de th 1 %
= food dat ng o arde pare ly co lrp”bd uPlhichn y ma usua e
& ar ¢ H Te itter 1su le he the al- -
KN wkw Y. & the wp bitter fu dd le w re ith re B
o,. a an as ad felt ain cu IZZ the wl he ..:
T eh apanty o o S while
.’q. Qm ? H l'le As cs s A tO he hl :g.
EE: (;1(3 beg long' dwar’ Old Wtrain he Wa:?m a“d Wed;{er aw o go t';:;, :E:
% tt fo;t H?E'guch Cin the m the~r ed h‘lja follom- A them ;imse 3
) 0 3N & r ioln e in b5
3 Des ight latfo A th +d told ing ath in 3
& gla Then hep sadh e Ap fr()r;lt themand Cover eab was ‘:0
e Ban . t er s lace. ey le av he :.:
* hes. into othes p on ) € up ow. toh ips dbe Xt
o lot ut An hlng em nd s am n ot od ul t .::
: came %ldeﬁ ly bat ot nothing aboy ?ni“gtged e it i ne bout 3
" c 0 i} ot s ra ~-J‘t 'n‘a~ RS
KA n e ac n e, S§T es ter . 1ki se o
'.’ Ve [h ‘[l" et rlv ak th ai hlm a - Tee¥s
:o, e to ex dg it ar nItW to at a W pt}’ odeleted
% way se of coul Just dh". Iked ater thuredt rm by cem iatelsteelel
% fved that he them K"ndawahew 1o getwa esom
o t ng a sh st er Cre § XRXN
EEE ised Seel.t Eral:n;/()geold Wiad ne:;-ied 'tI(?hgere W fatatelelele)
% i" or ket, e It He d.
L 1 n . S . . . e '00.'
“. 1 I - la * ng d ol
% ' HE;] his b angeshiver : e world stopp EXTRTTR:
o wil lyG nds inth in ha XXX
© e ho. ga ere era XXX
“ th blin wh Th 26303
0:‘ em any nt‘ ..00:.'
% tr olda eme R
‘0: ) X av o."o'
% > the p Sopelatelsd
::E on ..:.:.:Oooo
‘0. .o.:’o
N eiel
- XM
:EE“:‘:.:.:.. .
b




LA ALK ]

OO0 O e 0 g S e e e ) O 0 S et e L MO

SN S I )
.-vv.’p»vvvv.'v'vvoo'vvv-oovvvooovvvQo'vvvooovv!ovvvovvovvvooovvv'oo

with large umbrellas fixed to the ground. He sat under one of them. A
panda came and asked him to move away as it was his place. It again
drizzled, so he went to the next seat. That also he was asked to vacate
by another person. He was shivering and was wondering where to 20
when someone came up to him and suggested Bhola Giri Ashram.

On reaching there, Yogeshda found the venerable sadhu in medi-
tation. He had many followers in Dacca. One rich man named Yogesh
Das had built a temple in Bolagiri's name in Dacca. When the Mahatma
was ready to give darsana, many people did pranama to him. For the
first time Yogeshda saw devotees protrale in Sashtang pranama (lying
flat on the ground, face downwards, with folded hands stretched above
the head in humble supplication). When he gave his name as Yogeshda,
the Mahatma thought that he was the person who had built the temple.
But when he found that this was not so, he again closed his eyes in
meditation. Thereatter, Yogeshda left.

Again he was wondering where to go. A young boy accosted him
and directed him across the Ganga where he would find many places to
stay. He said the ferry-man nearby would ferry him across free to
charge. The place was near the Lakshman Jhula. Due to the rush be-
cause of the Kumbh Mela, the place was dotted all over with people.
Most of the kuties (small huts) were occupied. On searching he found
some shelter - just a roof and walls with a mud flooring, but no door
fixed to the entrance. He decided to stay there. That night he huddled
up in a corner, feeling miserably cold without the warmth of a meal
besides insufficient clothing. Next day he gathered some branches and
twigs to make a door for protection from the strong gales. But when
the leaves dried there were gaps through which the icy wind rushed in
with piercing fury. Yogeshda got hold of bits of cloth and covered the
‘gaps. This was of course only a poor protection.

~ Here he spent some days. The discomforts were richly compen-
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“| sated by the grandeur of nature's beauty. He was overjoyed at the sight
", . . ] . . .
| of the high mountains. so close to him. They seemed to dip their feet |
: . - . . . . *
E: into the holy waters of the river that flowed majestically in the centre |
* . . -
| of valley enriching every part of the land. Such scenery was nottobe 3
e L)
%! found in his home country. 3
4 %
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: Physical inconveniences he was learning to brave but begging EEE
#|  was most difficult. Often he would go with out a meal. Sometimes he <
%[ would follow the other sadhus when the bell rang at the 'Kshatar' ( a o
: place where food is distributed particularly to members of a reli gious :EE
%[ sect). Then he would have a good meal. Often he would be givena |3
%| heap of chappaties (unleavened bread). But he was not used to eating EE’
%] those as his staple food had been rice. So he would sit on a rock near K
% the Ganga and throw bits of chappaties into the river. Soon large fishes ,EE
%] came, and it was fun seeing them scrambile for the food. &
: Some sadhus told him he could go to Badrinath by just paying 15
: Rs. 10/- to an organisation that provided all necessities for the trip. f.

One day a boy showed him a kutir that had fallen vacant. He shifted
into it. Here there was a raised stone with a depressing on the top at
one end. He cleared it and found it most suitable to spread his food to
eal with convenience. It was better than tumbling in the lota for mor-
sels. '

Time was drawing near for the Kumbh day. He knew Mataji would
be coming. He said to himself, "If Mataji comes let Her find me out".’
The very next day, as he was sitting on a rock, he saw Mataji and Her
party approaching. But he was not to show any recognition. Yet he was
very eager for Mataji to see him. So he thought he would go into the
Kutir and sing a bhajan loudly to attract Mataji's attention. He tried to
raise his voice and sing. Alas, much to his chagrin, no sound would
come. His throat felt locked. He struggled in vain to sing and felt
exasperated.

This was Mataji's way of recognising him.

As the party wended their way down the path, Yogeshda rushed
out to see their backs just turn the corner of the bridge. Bholanath saw
him and said, "Hey Yogesh", and smilingly passed out of sight. A little
later he returned, put Rs. 10/- into his hands and disappeared. Yogeshda
was lost in amazement at this strange incident and this gestyre of pro-
viding for the moncy he needed for the Badrinath trip.

Such are the countless ways in which Mataji manifests Herself,
and the mysterious actions in which She shows Her benevolence and
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love. Lucky and blessed are they who can come within even a shadow
of Her Grace.

After the Kumbh, Yogeshda decided to proceed ahead on his trav-
els. He had heard of Rishikesh, but did not know how to go there. Again
a small boy looking very much like a sadhu came up to him and said it
was 13 miles distance on the road, indicating across the river.

Yogeshda walked for some time till there was habitation around.
There some sadhus directed him to a place where other sadhus lived.
But it was very crowded. He was not a member of the sect. He was
given food but where to spend the night? The only place he found was
under the tin projection of the house. There he settled for the night.
His small bundle of a few odds he placed under his head. At dusk he
felt someone tugging at it. He discovered a large monkey trying to pull
out the bundle. He got up and spent the night sitting huddled up to pre-
vent another attack.

The next day he continued his walk to Rishikesh. Someone wamed
him not to go too far as the area was all jungle and wild animals prawled
about. After halting for the night at some place, he reached Rishikesh.

Again a small boy directed him to go to the Kali Kamli Math. It
was meal distribution time. There were many sadhus going to get their
food and he was asked to join them. Sadhus usually had a piece of cloth
tied around their necks, the ends of which were held out. spread wide,
to hold the alms. Yogeshda had no such cloth, nor did he have a begging
bowl for dal. He had to put everything into his lota. and it was hard to
dish out the food through the narrow opening. However he managed
somehow. His manners and ways were so unlike those of sadhus. One
person, while serving him, asked how long he had been a sadhu. He felt
shy and embarrassed, it was too obvious that he was a beginner. He
could not accept uncooked food as he had nothing to cook in, nor a
place to stay. In order to live at the Kshatar he had to become a mem-
ber of the sect. This he could not do.

He was unable to go to Badrinath as the trip did not materialise.

He remembered that he had a friend who worked at the Forest
Department at Dehradun. He sent a note to him and the next day he got
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:E: areply. His friend, Rameshwar Banetji, would be happy to see him on
%| allsides frightened him. '

:E: Soon he found himself at Doiwala with government servants sa-
EEE luting all officers and also him. Later he went to Dehradun with his
EEE friend. This was his first visit to the Doon valley, where some years
:EE later he was to spend many years.

o His friend was going on leave to Kashmir. He invited Yogeshda
EE: to join him. But Yogeshda had to go on foot, so they planned to meet
EEE at Srinagar. It took a month for him to reach there.

EEE As he trekked on the road to Srinagar, cars would pass by, When
| they hooted driving up the meandering path he could judge the direc-
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tion of the route and he often took shortcuts to the point from where
the horn sounded. In this way the journey was considerably shortened.
An Enghsh man seeing him trudge along, asked where he was gotng.
Srinagar, was the reply and he was asked to jump into the car.

At Srinagar Yogeshda thanked his kind host and proceeded on
his way.

A kuli rushed up and asked where he wished to go. He said
"Ashram”. He was led to a wiiden building. Naga sadhus lived there. A
| few were busy mixing bhang in a large utensil. He was permitted to
%| stay but was directed to the other part of the ashram for meals. He was
| givendry ingredients and was asked to cook for himself. This he could
| not do. So the task allotted to him was to distribute food to sadhus.

L]
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2| Abouteight or ten would come to eat at every meal.

% One day he distributed the rice as usual. He did not know that the
head sadhu would be coming. When he came, there was not enough
rice for him. The other sadhus all put the blame on Yogeshda, accus-
ing him of having eaten the food himself as he was in charge of it.
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:E, After this Yogeshda left the place.

% He proceeded to Pahalgam. From the bus stop, kulis took him to
J% - .

%| another ashram. At night the sadhus would come to eat at his kshatar.
| Among them was a Bengali sadhu, who recognised him as one from
#| his homeland. They would go for long walks together and sing bhajans.
EE; Impressed by his melodious voice, the sadhu went and told one Swami
S
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Sivananda about Yogeshda. He was invited to the Swarni's ashram gar- o
. [l . 0.0

den where other sadhus also lived and was asked to sing a bhajan. He |
- . . . . b

sang a verse by Swami Vivekanda in praise of Lord Siva. The sweet |
0.0

voice and the moving melody expressed the deep devotional fecling of
the singer. The Swami was charmed beyond words. The pleasant meet-
ings were then often repeated.

As Babaji Yogeshda narrated this event to me, I sat spell-bound.
When remembering each incident, each moment, all the feelings of a
past long thrust into the back of his mind, were revived. When he sang
the verse again, his cracking voice was suddenly soft and melodious
and his face brightened as perhaps past memories emerged. His eyes
sparkled with a fevour of devotion, strong and vigorous inspiteof old
age, and he gazed with a tirm and unshaken gleam of faith that often
removes the doubt of disbelievers. [ looked at his face, listening
intentively and trying to discern the meaning of some spluttering words.
He would stop and repeat those words and explain their meaning. He

.
#
*
*
»
. 3
L]
+
.
*
d
»
¥
¥
L 3
L 4
L3
+
+
*
#
*
L]
*
&
d
*
*
*
*
*
d
*
»
*
¥
-+
.
-
*
»
&
(3
L
*
ol
*
#
| was visibly moved.
-
-
3
*
-
*
&
Ll
L]
.
*
*
*
*
L3
ol
#
*
*
&
Ll
d
*
#
¥
*
L]
&+
*
#
»
*
*
»
#
L ]
*
*
»
L]
*
+
d
*
*
&
#
*

o atste!

SO By

IR RN R R R R AR R RN
> G v o
o‘v.v.-.o‘o.o.v‘o R A g aal

L)
...

*
.O

Yogeshda stayed a few days at Pahalgam, when plans were made
to go to the fair at Kheer Bhawani, at the holy lake site. visited annually
by many devotees. It was a few days journey by ponies and all arrange-
ments were made for food. conveyance and their stay there. Just as
they were leaving a messenger from his friend the forest officer came
running, "Ah, we have found you at last”. They had looked for him in all
the ashrams but could not find him. His friend was waiting for him, but
Yogeshda could not go to him as he had committed himself to visit
Kheer Bhawani, and did not like to change his mind.

After attending the fair he joined his friend and together they
went to the Amarnath cave. Darsana is usually during Sravan Purnima
(Full Moon of August) day. But they had to inake the trip a month ahead
as his friend's leave was expiring.

* The climb was in three stages. The third stop was a tent pitched in
a cave covered with snow. Above 10,000 ft. there were no trees, only
some scraggy growth and snow. Higher up there was just snow. In the
tent they cooked their kitchuri' (rice and dal boiled in one dish) and
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on the route. After that he got him a ticket to Saharanpur.

There a kuli ran up to him and took him to a waiting bus bound for
Dehradun. When the passengers were complete, the bus started. On
the way there was a puncture. It was repaired but a little later there was
another puncture in a lonely place where no help was available. The
driver got some grass to fill the tyre. With great difficulty he managed
to take the vehicle up to the ghats. There again another puncture oc-
curred and the bus could go no further. The passengers were asked to
walk. This was hard for Yogeshda as he was weak and tired. Someone
accompanied him carrying his belongings. At the Dehradun bus stand
he had a lemonade and felt refreshed.

He traced his way to a friend's house in Karranpur. He was exam-
ined by a doctor who diagonsed his illness as malaria and gave a few
quinine tablets which Yogeshda did not take. A few days later he was
quite well.

The year was coming to an end and he soon had to be in Shahbagh
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#| tosee Mataji as directed by her. His friend told him to visit Rajshahi
«| town and meet Atal Bhattacharjee. Yogeshda did not know that Atal
15’ was the person who had been asked to keep his salary in his absense.
w| Yogeshda asked for a loan. Atal realised that Yogeshda was the man of
:§§ whose money he was the custodian. Yogeshda took the rail fare and
K returned to Shahbagh.

% When he arrived, Bholanath at once recognised him. Mataji was
w| inatrance and so did not see him. He was directed to have his hair cut.
E, His first dish after returning from his pilgrimage was to be choru. Itis
«| rice and milk with a little ghee, cooked over havan fire. Then he re-
EE‘ surmed his official duty.

E: Soon after, Mataji decided to go on a tour and Yogeshda went to
| meethis friends and relatives.

;E. Just then, the government had taken over all the property of the
%! Nawab. Shahbagh was the personal property of the Begum Pyari Banu.
’E As she had then to stay there everyone was asked to vacate the place.
EE: The Kali Murti and the belongings of Bholanath were removed and
;EE kept in a friend's house. There was no temple then, only the murti was
%
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kept and Puja pertormed regularly.

And so ended the one year of the Bikshu period of Yogeshda. A
most spectacular begining of a lifelong devotion to the Holy Mother,
yetonly a peep into the thoughts and feelings of a man who has spent
over fifty years with Mataji. What may be the depth of the inner rev-
clations of Mataji to him only Yogeshda knows.
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