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PREFACE

In following Mataji on her course of ceascless and
unplanned wanderings across the leagth and breadth of India,
we begin to see in greater relief her mode of relating to hosts
of people. We see that she made no choice of places or
companions ; that she showed no preferences regarding
programmes or engagements. Her own saying ‘Jo ho faye'
describes very well her approach to her eavironment. Og
coming away from Dacca in 1932 to the northern  districts
of India Mataji met with people of varied cultures. It is not
the least remarkable feature of her personality, that peither
she nor the crowds among which she moved scemed aware
of any fecling of unfamiliarity, Mataji was reccived spomta-
neously as the one most dmtotbehem(lm)bymm
who came under her influence. She did mot invite aayone ;
neither did she tura anyone away ; she made no promises
and imparted no messages and yet by her very presence she
seemed o folfil the deepest yearnisgs of the human heart
0 that everyooe who saw her seemed to have found a treasure
beyond the imagination of map.

The one characteristic which emerges distinctly is that
upmfmmh«mm-nhythenmnouﬁnhb«
bebaviour to mark her out from the ordinary person. She
made 0o extraocdinary claims for berself. On the contrary :
She would huhodrp-amofuomionotahewonldu
times smile and lighten the atmosphere of emotional devotion.
She did not trivialize the grave questions of serious minded
people but somehow in a manner which is very typically ber
own, she would keep cverything on aa cven keel. With
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miraculons case she maintained a balance between that which
lifts men out of themselves to an awareness of a spiritually
wonderful dimension and their ovn ¢phere of mundane acti-
vities. As an example one may choose any incldent at random
from the innumeradble ones which occur im her viciaity all
the time. In recent years Matali often attends big congre-
gations where well-known ascetics are invited to talk 1o people
on religious topics. Since she, im general, does not speak
wnless asked questions, this is arranged for by the organisers
in order that the congregation may have the benefit of ber
inimitable style of discourse. On one such occasion
(Baagalore, May 1979) after a peolonged evening of speeches
on rcligious subjects, the time came for coaversation with
Mataji. After a few questions had been answered, one man
asked “how can | coatrol my outbursts of anger "’

“By immediately drinking a glass of cold water I"

After a while, when the spontamcous laughter from the
assembly in which she jomed had subsided, Matajl said,
*“Pitaji, 1 understand what you say but I have taken this
opportunity to lighten the atmosphere.  All of you have been
attending closely all evesing to profound subjects and w0
I moade you laugh a litthe so that it may pot become too
strengous altogether.  But to answer your question ; reflect on
the causes of your angor. [s it that the cause is unbearabke
or s it that your reaction is uncalled for 7 Since you ask, it
must be the latter, [In this lies your answer as well,” Mataji
then went on to describe how with the help of jepe and dhydna,
one may gain control over opeself. :

The early devotees in Dacea had beem struck by this
meeting of opposites in Mataji : this confloence of a sease of
humour which belomgs so typically to the world and a pro-
fundity which lies beyond the grasp of human effort. When
the came to Dehradun and later to Gujrat the new devotees

]
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were again impressed by the same characteristic of Mataji's
way of being in the world and yet beyond it simultaneously,
It should be borne in mind that the miraculous states of Sbéna
or sumidii were hardly witnessed by the visitors here, and
yet they did not doubt her spiritual eminence.

This brings us to another characteristic in Mataji's beha-
vioural pattern. There are no lines of demarcation from
ane stage to another in ber life. It is only that some aspect
i3 accentuated at times. 1In following Mataji's life we find
that since the very beginning she had the kheyila to separate
from ber companions at times and wander off with one or
Iwo persons to mew places. This trait is still visible in her.
The odd rhythm of her intake of the very minimum of food
is a constant feature which by ltself s an extraordinary
characteristic quite impossible for anyome to imitate or under-
stand.  Mataji’s illoesses seem also to follow the usual pattern
of sudden appesrances and disappearances. Her close compa-
nions have come to rely on her own khepila for recovery.
Amb«oftinmnmbeenmnthuuunjﬁ body under-
goes yogic kripdr for a short while and after this she
‘recovers’. It is obvious that her body can cid ftself of
diseases at her own kheyidla bat while she is ill the reality of
the symptoms cannot be doubted.

In short the mingling of Opposites in hee personality has
become more and more apparent with the passing of the
years.  She has now scquired a large family of devotees who
do not know *‘what she is" or “who she i," or what or even
if anythiog she may do for them, and yet they believe that
life would be insupportable without the coastant remembrance
of the eadeariag and bewitching smile of welcome from the
Mother who is Joyousness itself.

The second volume covers the period 193239, Within
this time Bhaljii and Bholanath passed away, bringing out

i
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Mataji’s attitude toward the death of her close associates.
It is to be seen that her loyalty to the memory of the departed
shines undimmed through the years although she obviously
does not grieve their loss. Nobody Is indispensable to her
and yet while they are with ber it would seem that she could
not ‘do without them. For the expanding circle of her
devotees, these years accentuated the fact that although
Mataji was nearer to them than their nearest and dearest,
yet she berself remaioed 5o untouched by the world &8 1o be
beyond the comprebension of the most competent amongst
them, But it is not pecessary to uaderstand what Mataji i ;
she only demands a place in one's heart claiming to be a
little child although old in years, and thus entitled to the love
of all,

May 1981 Bithika Mukerji



Chapter One

MATAJLIN UTTAR PRADESH : A WANDERER
AMONGST FRIENDS

From the vantage point of the cighties, it appears compara-
tively easier 1o recover the meaning of Mataji's way of life of
nearly fifty years ago. Atthe time of occurrence, the men
and women closest to her could not understand why she would
not remain in places where she was assured of the fullest
loyalty and devotion to her imterests. Morcover, it was never
the case that she was dissatisfied with anything or with any
specific place. The carly followers had seen for themselves
that Mataji was at home wherever she went no matter for how
little she stayed. Added 1o this, when we consider the randam
manser i which places were chosen for a short visit we seem
to lose sight of even the most tentative of causes for this
ceaseloss wandering over the face of the entire country.

Mataji’s own words deepen the mystery of this pheno-
menon. In answer to questions and also eatreaties to stay
lomger, Mataji has answered variously, *1 am always with you',
or °I do not go anywhere : | am always at the same place’,
or ‘When you go from onc room to another in your house, do
you call it a journey? So am | walking around m osme
howse only”,

Whatever the reason may be, the fact remains that Mataji
has travelled far and wide meeting people in remote parts
ofthe country who in the ordinary course of cvents would
mever have had the opportunity of secing her. When coming
10 a place, she did not announce her arrival, but invariably her
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presence was, as it were, felt, and soon 5 crowd would gather
round her, The barticrs of langusge or customs never pre-
vented Mataji from communicating with people of distant
regions ; bardly amy records of such rewarding eacounters
have beem kept because nobody really wondered or was
surprised that this should be so. There is anmother reason
for this lack of information regarding Mataji's relationships
with multitudes of people. Nome of ber usual companions
felt that he or she had a privileged position and that it was
any part of his or her duty to record or take notes of striking
incidents ; they were as much or as littlo involved as the
merest stranger, The milieu fn which Mataji moved, bs still
not very different, although it may look o from a distance.
It remains a fact that the closest of her companions are not
really familiar with her. No one assumes the authority to
arrange her schedules ; all arrangements for travel, meetings,
¢ic are tentative depending on her Aherdie. It is difficult to
snalyse this sitaation because it meeds so many qualifying
statements for clarification. Mataji & mot erratic in ber
behaviour ; f something is expected of her, namely that she
shoald meet people or travel to some place, sho, in geaeral will
carry out these plans as arranged.  Nobody, however, can give
a promise on ber behalf becawse she herself always says “jo o
jai’, This phrase really sums up her mode of being in the
world. *Whatever takes place, is all right’, or “Whatever hap-
pens (or goes wrong, for the matter of that !) is equally accept-
able’, or “Whatever transpires, is as it should happen and not
anything clse’. [t is not cither the case that Mataji makes no
suggestions about programmes, but this is 50 tenwous as not
10 belong to the category of plans or schedules. An abiding
by whatever preseats itself characterises her movements | this
is not, however, a fortitude in the face of adversity or unwel-
come incidents but a graceful mastery over all situations,

2



MATAYI IN DITAR PEADESH CITAYTENR OXR

It may be said that it ook some of her discerning com-
pasions many years to come to a realization that although
Mataji was in fact completely free of the demands of the
world, she obviously observed a semblance of ordinary be-
haviour, 5o as mot 10 make others feel uncomfortable with
her ; this was mot a matter of planned campaign but the
natural expression of her compassion for those involved in the
world, and her complete understanding of their predicament.
To those who sought ber help she was a3 if grace personitied.
To those who were indifferent to her, she forbore to make
bersell understood. She did not invite anybody, neither did
she reject those who came.  This freedom frons all mhibitions,
not being met with in the world, was saturally hard to under-
stand. In her own unobtrusive way she went from place 1o
place, bringing about tremendous changes in the hearts and
lives of countless meo, women and even children, It was
ree, as she says herself, that she had no mission to fulfill or
message to give to the world ; on the contrary she had only
to make a place for berself in  hearts that yearned for spiritual
grace, and perhaps that troly means cveryone.

Seen in this perspective, we may understand Mataji's
khepéla to leave Dacea and Bengal and to move to different
parts of the country. Bhaiji recorded for us the account of
Mataji's coming to Uttar Pradesh whete she spent most of
her time for some years to come,

On Jeaving the Ashiram at Dacca on June 2nd, 1932, Mataji,
accompanicd by Bhaiji, Bholanath and 3 few others came to
the Railway Station and fousd a train on the point of
departure. On being asked where she would like to go,
Mataji suggested the terminus of the train standing on the
platform. Thus, the next day, Mataji, Bholanath and Bhaiji
arrived at Jagannathgunj. Again at Mataji's suggestion they
crossed over 10 the other side of the station. The question

3
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of the next destination was solved in a similar manner, namely,
by buying tickets for the last station of the train they boarded.
This happened to be Katihar in Bihar. Bhaiji's small stock
of money was dwindling fast but before he could feel alarmed
it was replenished in an unexpected maancr. He met a friend
at Katihar who lent him sufficient money and gave them
plenty of yweets and fruits' for the next phase of the journey.
Following the same mode of travel Bhaiji purchased tickets
for Lucknow which was the terminus for the metre-gauge
line by which they bad travelied from Katihar, On the way
they stopped at Gorakhpur 10 visit the temple of Gorakhnath.

At Lucknow they found the Dehradun Expeess about 1o
leave the station. Boarding this traim they arrived the next
moening in Dehradun, the terminus of the Railway Line,
Dehrsdun is at the foot-hills of the mountain range of
Mussoorie. The climate is mild compared 1o that of the
plains in hot June. The view of the surrounding mountains
was unusgal and fascinasting ; the people and the language
they spoke stirred the interest of Bhalji. To kis remark
that everything about the place was strange, Mataji responded,
“To me everything is familiar.™

From the station they came to a dhoramidla.’ In the
afternoos Bholamath and Bhaiji walked a little way into the
city trying to find a place for themselves. They found their
way to the Kalibari, where they were told that & few miles
away from Dehradun, in the village of Raipur, there wasa
small dharamsild attached to an ancient Siva Temple which
would perhaps suit them as they were looking for a secluded
spot.  Coincidentally, they met a resident of Raipur, who

1 mm-mmmambmmmum
I there ase 0o facitites for cooking for thesmelves 1hey bke o lhve on
fruit or milk-products like wweely, el

%

Rest-house for pligrims,
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~ offered to take them there. Next day Bholanmth and Bhaij)
wea! 0 Raipur and the former immediately fell m Jove with
the place. On their return they consulied Mataji ; she said,
““Both of you decide, Just anywhere is good enough for me.”
Thbus, on Wednesday morning, June Sth, 1932 Mataj,
Bholanath and Bhaiji took wp residence at Raipur. As stated
carlier’ Raipar was in those days a very small village in the
interior of thickly wooded hills. A litle distance from the
village the ground rose sharply and on top of this hillock
was siteated o small Siva Temple. The Temple was surroun-
ded by a big and open paved courtyard ; there was a mango
tree in one corner with 4 raised platform around it. Every-
thing was almost in ruins. From the courtyard op top of the
hill one could command a view of high mountain TADECS, ACTOSS
valicys glistening with wide and shallow mountais streams.
While Bholanath and Bhaiji were settling down to =
routine of daily life in the manner of ascetics, the devolees
Ieft behind in Dacca were suffering from the painful Joss of
Mataji's preseace. They sometimes foregathered to exchange
memories and experiences connected with Mataji. During
these impromptu meetings, it transpired that everyone had
been fully instructed by ber about his or her way of life.
Nobody had been forgotten or overlooked. It amazed them
that without appearing 10 make an issve of the matter, Mataji,
evidently, had taken paias 1o speak to everyone who depended
on ber for guidance.
Shashanka Mohan and Didi were living at Siddbeshwari.
Once a week Shashanka Mohan visited the Ashram at Ramna,
Apart from this weekly visit, Didi and her father lived like
axetics in solitude. SMnanobuM;hn up Wearing
tadored clothes and shoex. He would sit in meditation for
bqsmhu.unmymﬁoa-uloqummm and
I, Volume L, p, 197
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at Jeast once for thirty.six hours. During the evenings and
nights his body would be covered by mosquitoes, but this
did mot disturd him. He was pow able to practise breath
control and to live a life of intense sadhand. In his old age
he had learnt to practice a rigourism which could be the
cnvy of many a younger man.

Mataji cootinued to stay on in Raipur, While Bhal)l
and Bholapath followed their own routines of sédhand,
Mataji as often as not lay inert on the floor of the little room
of the dkaramiili in a state of somidh, Sometimes she
walked about by herself ia the courtynrd. Bhaiji, not used
at all to any of the chores he was required to do now, dud
his best. He procured vegetables, milk and floar from the
village. The vegetables could be simply boiled in water but
the wheat flour had to be kneaded and made into chapatis,
Bhaiji's incapert efforts were sometimes guided by Mataji
and thus he Jearnt 1o be self-reliant in the matter of personal
care and food.

In time, the people of Dehradun heard from chance
visitors 10 Raipur, that & Bengali Mataji of great spiritual
cminesce was living in the dkaramidié of the Siva Temple.
A fow venluresome spirits made the journey of four and a
pall miles through desse jungle and over shallow or dry
river-beds to Raipur 1o have a dorfana of Mataji. They saw
a young woman of striking appearance, not so much in her
physical aspect as in her expression of radiant and serene joy.
Bholanath received the visitors and made them welcome |
he introduced Bhaiji to these newcomers as his “spiritoal son’
(dharma-putra). Very shortly Bhaiji won a place in the hearts
of the carly devotees of Debradun. It is they who conferred
on him the afectionate sobriquet of ‘Bhaiji’ (which means
‘respected brother’). Bhaiji could talk to these visitors in
Eaglish and so they learat 4 little about Mataji. It was

6
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always his endeavour to bring people to a greater under-
standing of ber. He would encourage the visitors to ask
ber questions and belped them to urticulate the yearning for
spiriteal solace which was expericnced by many. He would
interpret for them Mataji's words. To & great cxtent he
was able to bridge the gep between what Mataji is sad
what people could make of her.

It must be remembered that in Dehradun the people had
20t witnessed any of the marvellous incidents which had
captured the imagination of the people of Dacca. It seemed
that such miracles were mot pecessary to add anything to
Mataji's personality which in its impact was felt equally
powetfully by this new community of people, who in the
beginning could mot cven talk to her directly. Mataji,
however, picked up Hindi very quickly and very soon was
able 10 converse casily with the newcomers to Raipar.

Bhaijt had apphed for four months' leave some time
before Be had come away from Dacca so abreptly ; but in
August be was recalled to his office for some urgemt work.
He did not ke to leave Mataji and Bholasath quite un-
attended and so wrote to Dacca dicecting Kamalakanta
Brahmachari to jois them at Debradun. On Kamalakanta's
arrival Bhaiji returned to Dacca. He immediately called on
all the devolees cagerly awniting news of Mataji and for
loag bours described to them her way of life at Raipar.

Ia the meantime Matsji in ber own inimitable way bad
endeared herself to the villagers as well as to the visitors from
tbe city. Secing that Mataji's hair had become hopelessly
matted duc to several moaths of neglect, one of the village
women offered to cut it off for ber.  The coils of matted hair
which surrounded her bead like a crown® were painstakingly

* This of hait was carefiy
g m‘.'& m%mnmwm-lb
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and geotly removed from ber head almost like a cap. Now
the roughly cut short hair was just long caough to frame hec
face. Since coming from Dacca Mataji had taken to wearing
a dhoti (the white cloth worn by mes) iostead of her esual
broad bordered saris. Over this she used 3 shawl as a wrap-
around. Her head remained uncovered. In this garb she
looked like s young beshmachiri boy. Mataji did not keep
more than two sets of clothes ; the spare ane also served her
as a pillow at night.

In late November or carly December, 1932 Mataji with
Bholanath and Kamalakants travelled to Tarapeeth in accor-
dance with Bholanath's resolve to visit this boly site at least
once a year for three consecutive years, This was the place
where he had previously practised intemsive savhand. Mataji
did ot have the khepala that people of this part of the country
should flock to Tarapeeth, so a message (o this effect was sent
to Calutta, Dacca uad other nearby towns, much to the
severe disappointment of devotees waiting for mews of her.
Nobody thought of disregarding Mataji's message, with one
exception ; Didi’'s youngest brother Nandu not oaly went to
Tarapecth himsell but implored Mataji to give permission for
others to visit her. Within a few days Mataji and her com-
panions came to Nalhati, another holy site which Bholanath
wished 10 see. This happened to be the time of the yearly
winter vacation for schools and offices. Nandu, with
Bholanath's support obtained Mataji’s permission to send
word to the devotees that they were allowed to vinit her at
Nalbati. Nandu sent a wire to Dacca and on his return to
Calcutta carried the joyful tidings to every home.

Groups of people began to arrive from all nearby towns.
Didi and hee father came from Siddheshwari, Manorama Devi
from Dacca. She asked Mataji's permission to leave her
home in order to kead a life of renunciation. Mataji knew
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that Manorama had been preparing herself for this step for
nbuﬁboand!hnmrybodyinhetfudy in & way expected
ll.mweukedhfnoulk towlmdmmhh
acquiescence.  Masorama Devi did not wish 10 return home,
50 she asked her husband’s leave in a telegram. He was not
unpeepared for this situation and his consent was received by
wire as well. Manorams Devi weal to Varanasi and entered
Bpon & course of sddhand which subsequently became the very
way of life with her, This is how Maunima* started on the
road 1o sasapise and lived a life of unremitting dedication to
the scarch for Truth. Many will remscmber that she had a
special pluce amongst Mataji's devotees 1l ber death in the
Varanasi ashram in 1969,

Mataji remained in Nalbati for sbout & fortaight.  She and
Bholanath were putting up at a temple. Bholasath looked
like an ascctic now. Mataji was also looking different. The
carstwhile house-wife could hardly be recognised in the yousg
boyish-looking pilgrim dressed in white, The change was
oaly in her appearance however + 10 the devotees she remained
as she had always been. Bholanath also was very pleased 10
sec all bis friends and made concerned enquiries about those
who bad not been ablke 10 come to Nalhati, After this brief
mterlude the vititors, saddened at the inevitable parting. left
for their various homes. Didi and Shashanka Moban went
back to their life of solitude at Siddheshwari

Mataji, Bholanath and Kamalakanta returned to Dehradun
in the boginning of January, 1933, Bhaiji remained in Dacca
Unobtrusively, he was engaged in winding up his affairs,
From the day of recovery from his iliness, which he believed
o have been made possible by Mataji, he had been convinced
from something she had said a1 the time that he had only a

—
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few more years to live. Quietly be had been arranging lo
discharge his dutics and obligations toward his family ; so at
this time, his oaly daughter was married with all due cere-
monies. His son was now old eaough to understand what
his father was doing for them,

s March, 1933 Bhaiji again took leave and lkft for
Dehradun,  His friends in Dacca surmised that this Jeave was
preparatory to retirement and that he would not retera to
his home agalm. This turned out o be correct as Bhaii
devoted these last four years of his life to the service of
Mataji. Lookiag back on thosc times, the role of mediator
that Bhaiji played for the people of a different colture secms
very sigaificant, The cross section of society that Mataji
now entered was not quite like the ‘Kili-oricated’ comusunity
of Beagal, aithough all sections of the Indian population
understand the importance of ritwalistic worship of deities.
The newcomers were attracted by Mataji's pecsoaality but
were 100 much la awe of her to speak to her or behave easily
with her. Bhaiji made this possible for them although he did
mot permit any ordinary worldly talk in her preseace or the
asking of superficial or thoughtiess questions. The image
that he projected may be gauged from the following account
written by Hari Ram Joshi, one of the carliest devotees in
this part of the country ©

“It was on the memorable Jhaoda Mela (Anowal Flag

Holsting) day in March 1933, just four days after the Holi

festival, that 1 decided to go to village Raipur with a

couple of fricnds for the dariana of revercd Matajyi and

Pitaji*, who had been staying there since about ten

moaths.....In front of the Sivalaya there was a cemented

raised platform under 4 mango tree. We saw a grave,

* Pl fa Mindh means ‘Tather’; this in how Boolasath came to be
koowa io Uttar Pradesh,

10
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fair, and saintly looking person sitting oa that platform

reading 2 book. He wore spectacles and was dressed

m a white dhoti and a white woollen shawl. 1 took

Courage and emquired from him about Mataji who was

reporied to be mostly in samadii... As I found out later,

he was popularly known as Bhaij.

Hari Ram Joshi writes further that on the oocasion of his
first darlama, Mataji's eachanting and smiling expression trans-
formed his miond completely and convinced him that he was
in the presence of a Sthitaprafa (perfect sage) as described in
Chapter 11 of the Bhagavad Gitd. He had hitherto not
believed that this exalted stage could be achicved by anyone.

Mataji, thus, at first was taken to be a great sidhaka,
who had ackicved fulfilment, Later, the new devotees came
In touch with the people of Dacca and Caleutta and were
obliged 10 revise their views regardiog Mataji, becawse they
Jearnt that her state of fulfilment was entirely spontancous
and that she had not practiced any sddhand to achieve it
In this context Bhaiji is reported to have said, “Ia my cager-
fiess 10 make people realize their good fortune, | interprot
Mataji's personality to them and seek 1o place her on the
highest pedestal. But no matter how high I look up, she
remains yet higher and beyond my comprehension.”

It cannot be said, therefore, that the new devotees pene-
trated the enigmatic aura of Mataji’s personality any better
bumuhlythqmmw to ber just as much as
those who had known her for many years. In the meantime,
Mataji became comversant with Hindi and thus could talk
lolbcm.wmudduldmwto flocked to her in

In April 1933, Mataji, Bholanath, Bhaiji and Kamalakanta
went to Mussoorie. Here, voexpectedly they met Hori Ramji
* From Momoiss of Harl Ram Joshi P, 29,
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who had come oa official work. Oa learning that Bholasath
wished 10 go on a pilgrimage to Uttarkashi, he asked &
fricad of some standing in Mussooric, Jamna Datt Sanwal,
to make all arrangements for their journey. At the time
of seeing them off he made Baadli promsise that he would
iaform Hari Ramji of Mataji's rzturn to Dehradun.

Hati Ramiji's very first dardana of Mataji had wrought a
great change in him. Having Jost bis wife two years carlier
be was doing his best 1o look afier his two small sons with
the help of his mother. This tragedy had left its mark on
him and had made him tum nml’mmullnlkuhﬁt(}od-
He was w0 overwhelmed by the magnetic personality of
Mataji that his previous mood tending toward unbelief totally
vanished, He kmew he had discovered & treasure beyond
the imagination of man. He was very active by nature and
pow was burning with cageroess 10 see the whole world
transformed by Malaji's divine presence. Subsequently he
brought his friends to Mataji and especially those who were
polable figures of importance in the country at the tme |
yet he was not a man of compromise. If he felt the shightest
ulmmuoumcpano(lbcfuioc.hemld scold him
mercilessly for pot realising his good fortunc. He brought
his whole family and all his relations o the foet of Mataji.
The regions of Almora and Nainital became full of devotees
within a very short time. It was by his untiring cfforts later,
that the Ashrams in Kishanper, (Dehradun) and Almora came
into being.

12




Chapter Tweo
MATAJL IN ANANDA CHOWK IN DEHRADUN

The fortuitous nature of Mataji's presence in different
places becomes clear if we follow closely the incidents shaping
her travels.  1f Hari Ramji had not insisted on dbeing mformed,
may be Mataji would have passed through Dehradun as
through many other places ; but this one thing led to others
and s0 on and Mataji came 1o stay in and around Dehradun
for a long time. There was another reason for her prolonged
sojourn. Bholanath was so fascinated by the catire region
of the Himalayan foothills that he decided 1o trek to different
places of pilgrimage, making Uttarkashi his main base.
His time was taken up more and more by sddhani and in
every way he was becoming an ascetic.  His food habits
had undergone radical changes. He was now a strict vegetas
rian and ate very little. He had given up smoking and was
leading a life of exemplary discipline. Leaving Mataji under
Bhaiji's escort, he spent a fow months in these hills trekking
to remote places or staying in Uttarkashi. Brahmachari
Kamalakanta remained with him.

Itis now known that Bbolanath bad requested Mataji to
stay in Dehradun, till his return.  This demonstrated that he
could not take it for granted that Mataji would not wander
off 10 distant places and that he bad a real fear that he might
lose track of her. If Mataji stayed in Dehradun, he could
moreover be in constant touch with her as many pilgrims
came to Uttarkashi via Debradun and Mussoorie, At this
time he received many communications from home, remons-
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trating his and Mataji's way of life. He replied to everyone
in very clear and firm words that Mataji had his full approval
in whatever she did and that nobody should think to the
contrary. We may see from all this that a new image of the
liatde family from Dacca was emerging slowly and steadily.
Bholanath was definitely on the way towards a life of sadhand ;
he accepted Mataji's guidance for his spiritual disciplioe and
depended totally upon Bhaiji to look after her while he
himself was elsewhere,

During this time devotees from Calcutta and Dacca, once
or twice found their way to Mataji and stayed with her for a
few days. One such person was the Gujrati Vijay Ratanji
Vyas, a young medical student from Calcutta. He told the
present writer that during the summer vacation he had come
to Uttarkashi to see Mataji. She had pot been there, 10 be
had walked from inn to inn making enquiries about the
Bengali Mataji 1l he had found ber and Bhaiji in one place
of pilgrimage. Bhaiji was not too well ot the time. Seeing
that Mataji alone had to cope with cooking simple meals for
him. as well as doing the cleaning and washing up, Vyas
offered his help.  Mataji smiled and said that he could fetch
milk for them in the morning. Vyas was very willing but
there was a slight difficolty. He confessed to Matajl that
bhe was 3 late riser and so, if she would wake him up i the
morning, be would very gladly go 1o bring the milk. Vyas
recalls with wonder now, how Mataji came and woke him
up every morning for this little tssk, and the graciousness
with which she served the simple meals she had contrived
for them,

They walked the mountain paths in great enjoyment,
stopping wherever they felt inclined, Mataji pever was at a
loss or put out by the Jack of facilities in various lans or by
other inconveniences. Vyas recalls with amazement that he
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Rimscll never felt the oddness of their baphazard days. In
Mataji's proximity he had experienced a sense of belonging
usmarred by the barriers of language or customs. Incidentally,
it may be recorded bere that Vyas has the distinction of
being one of the six people who weee initiated by Bhaiji.!

About three months or so later, Mataji and Bhaiji retorned
to Mussooric in the first week of July while Bholanath and
Kamalakanta stayed back in Uttarkashi. When travelling
they carried the minimum of baggage ; in fact mothing more
than what Bhaiji could carry himself. He begged food for
himself sometimes and Mataji would take a lutle of whatever
be had procured. Sometimes he managed to boil 3 few
vegetables and prepare some chapatis but this was rare. As
he did smot look fike a beggar and neither knew how to raise
his voice in supplication, his begging expeditions remained
mostly abortive ; but as Mataji had the kheydle at this time
that he should live a life of mendicancy he did his best in this
direction. In this manner they walked down from Mussoorie
to Tapkeshwar Mabadeva and took shelter in the cave of the
temple. As they had come close to Debradon Bhaiji sent
a note to Hari Ramii informing him of Matai's arrival near
the town. Hari Ramji with his friend Hansa Datta Tiwari
immediately went to Tapkeshwar Mabsdeva and requested
Mataji to come to the town and stay there for some time
at least.

After visiting many temples and holy sites in the company
of these two devout men, Mataji and Bhaiji late in the evening
came to the Manohar Temple at Ananda Chowk in the town
proper.  Mataji settled down on the open verandah of the
temple.  Hari Ramji oblained permission from the manager
for Mataji to stay in the small room attached to the temple.

L The ocher five are, Sadhas brabesachariy, Sevai and her witer,
Maharazand and Ransdeva Ghowk of Delhy.

IS
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The next moring the wives of Kashi Narain Tankha and
Dwarka Nath Raina came to the temple for their mommg
pijd and saw Mataji sitting quictly on the verandah.

This was the unremarkable beginning of the most dramatic l
era in the lives of these women, their families, (riends and
acquaintances. This locality of the town was mostly peopled
by Kashmiris. Within a very short time almost all these
families began 1o foregather at Mataji's feet, and Ananda
Chowk became another Shahbagh. People congegrated some-
times for the kirtanay or yefiat which somehow took place
frequently ; or they woubd sit quietly with Matajl, spelibound
by her magnetic presence. Many Bengali families from the :
arca of Karanpur also became close companions of Mataj
(rom this time onwards. Ananda Chowk experienced the
magic of skecpless mights spent in meditation i Mataji’s
proximity. Houschold routines went haywire. Wives did not
return home on time from the temple ; children and their
fathers in their tarn hueried to the temple as soon as they
came from schools and offices, The ladies took it upon
themselves to bring food for Mataji. Mataj partook of very
little, the rest beimg distributed amongst the fast expanding
gathering of devotees. The air of festivity which is ever the
kallmark of all coangregations surrounding Mataji, was evi-
denced here also. ,

The present writer, one day a few years ago asked the !
wife of K. N. Tankha, Mahalakshmiji, who has been cloic to j
Mataji for more than forty years mow, 10 account for the
fact of the powerful attraction ihey had experienced at the
time which has remaincd undiminished down the years. They
had pot been able to talk very well with Mataji in the
beginning, neither did Mataji give religious discourses nov :
announce hersell as i spiritual preceptor. Ske performed
no miracles nor did she draw attention to berself ia any
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visible way, so why did they all flock to sit with her, mingling
days with nights in such unprecedented fashion ? Maha.
lakshmiji brushed aside ‘miracles’ saying, “That's a stupid
question.  Why should we look for miracles or religious dis-
courses 7 Mataj berself was the greatest miracle to gs—
what more can anyone want than her presence ? To see
het welcoming smile was more than enough for us.”

Thus Mataji codeared berself to the hearts of these new
devotees by her delightful smile and her imimitable glance
of compassionate understanding. This quality of attraction
did excite some adverse criticism also in the town. It is
gencrally believed by the simple in western India that Bengal
b aland of magic, probably because of the prevalence of
fanira as a mode of worship amongst Bengalis. Aa opinion
gained ground that Mataji possessed bypootic powers and
also that many miraculous events took place in ber vicinity
and that the could bs seen floating i the air at night without
support of the ground !

The following story has been related by Mataji berself
8t times and exemplifies her own keen appreciation of
the ridiculous : There was a lady in Dehradua known to
Mataji's circle as Borik Mal (She was very bulky and hence
this sobriquet given to her in jest by friends meaning “thin
ome™). Barik Mai in those days was a redoubtable lady, a
staunch freedom fighter in the ranks of the National Congress
of the pre-independence days. She had been jailed once but
the Magistrate was obliged to release her speedily because
she made lifc uabearable for everyone around by her raucous
voice raised in loud and unending songs. She had even been
incarcerated in her own house by ber family to prevent her
from going away to address public meetings ; but inspite of
ber considerable bulk she had jumped down from a window
and gone to the Congress Office.
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This public spirited woman took it upon herself to keep a
close watch on Mataji, cager to see for herself the miraculous
things which were reported to happen at night.  The secret
of ber conmstant attendance on Mataji was not known to
anybody at the time. There was no formality in the way of
life followed by Matsji. People came and went as they liked :
there were no doors to be closed because she was staying
most of the time on an open verandah. At night, one or two
of the group would stay back, sometimes to sit in meditation
near ber or even to lie down on a blanket close by. Barik
Mai became a regular inmate of the temple keeping wakeful
vigilance when Mataji lay down on her simple bed-roll on
the floor. She was, at this time cating on alternate days only.
Barik Mol said she would also do the same. She would not
heed the many requests not to undertake this rigourism so
new 1o her, A few nights were spent in this manner, Barik
Maui discovered nothiog more unusual than the fact that
Mataji appareatly did not sleep like others. She was always
found to be fally alert if spoken to at any time duripg the
night ; morcover she bersell would say something at odd
times 10 her compamions if they happeacd 1o wake up. In
Mataji's words :

“This vigilance and lack of food naturally put a great strain

on Barik Mai's health.  One night she collapsed in a faim-

ing fit. Jyotish sprinkied water on ber face and fanned
her till she revived a hittle. [ could sec that Jyotish was
simply petrified with fear. He felt that if the lady were

10 be really ill, her family and fricads would think we had

done something to her.  Much to his reliefl nothing unto-

ward happemed and Barik Mai recovered soom. Jyotish
then gave her a couple of ayurvedic pills for strength which
had been giver to him for his own use by Gopalji.*

1. Dwarkasath Raloa.
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In the moming I explained to her that lack of proper
noarishment and normal sleep had brought about hee
colispse and if sbhe insisted on contmuing n this manner,
she could not stay with vy, So she promised that she
wlﬂduundslccpnormny.
After a fow days, Barik Mai stopped visiting me. Every-
Wympwzudbecunlheytmthnshe bhad become
rather attached to me. After a long time, suddenly one
day, she came to see me, At that time | was staying at a
dharamidid, As s00m as [ saw ber, 1 said to ber, ‘What s
lhhlmubootyoumkpﬂh:"
Barik Mai was taken aback and asked me if 1 had heard
anything from anybody about her difficulties. On my
answering in the negative she came out with the story of
ber secret search for miracles. She told us that ber
fricads and family had indeed persuaded her that Mataji
had fed her m‘mukpm'.aothehdma'mdochnu
of heart and had given up her visits to the temple.  She
was mow very penitent for harbouring such thoughts
regarding us and had to be coaxed back to good humour.”
Bank Mai later confessed to the other devotees that Mataji
bad not only peoetrated the seceet of her visits but alsa knew
the reason for ber proloaged sbsence ; it was true that ber
supeestitious relatives had overpowered her own judgment
for a short while, bat now she realized how foolish she had
been,
From such incidents and many others of a similar nature
It can be seen that Mataji always knows to & nicety the effect
she has om her surcoundings : she realises that many times
people come to wrong conclusions regarding her, but it is
mlyhe:kkylhm;iveuphuﬁoanormrw a mistaken
impression. She does not reject calummy or welkcome devo-
fion ;. sbe accepts both as offerings from people who give oaly
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what is in their power to give. This does not mean that she
reduces them to the same order, which would be absurd ;
rather, she understands why people act as they do and mostly
she does not interfere in their way of behaviowr, So, in
Mataji's circle, an opinion has gained ground that it is a very
lucky person who is taken to task by her, or commanded
towards a particular course of action. In geaeral, it is not
ber way to find fanlt with anything or anybody. It goes
without saying that this does mot mean that Mataji counte-
nances wrong-doing, In fact her way is 50 exemplary and so
unique that it will always remain a difficult task to expeess it
in ordimary language which imposes its own limitations of
meanings.

It may not be out of place here to say a few words on the
various pijis and religious festivals which acquired such
popularity in Mataji's vicinity. It is common knowledge that
a Hinda by his colture and family tradition is born to the
worship of particelar deities.  All Hindus uoderstand that the
different deities are concretised images of the same Reality.
Since it is difficult to coatemplate abstraction, the casier
method of meditating on a chosen image of God is adopted.
In this particularity lies hidden the universality of the all-
encompassing Reality for the Hindu and be sees no dificulty
in visiting all temples or trekking to all pilgrimages. Just as
one may have an appreciation for all flowers and gardens but
relate with a special attachment to one's own, so does a Hindu
cherish his own family deity although be is ready to bow
his head in obeisance to all others.

The ritual of pgjd is basically structured on the mode of
hospitality toward a very special guest who has chosen to
visit one oat of the very goodness of his heart. The mantras
in Sanskrit begin by seeking to purify all the lagredients for
the worship : flowers, garlands, fruits, sweets, new cloth,
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lamps, incense, the drana or square of carpet on which the
pofarl (worshipper) is seated, them his owa body and mind.
He prays to all the presiding deities of the stars, the planets,
the moon and sun, the ten directions in the centre of which he
M, ele, etc. 1o help him in his effort to invoke the Deity in the
clay image in front of him, or instead of the image, may be a
mystic symbol, or simply a flower which for the duration of
the pdjd symbolises for him the comcrete preseace of God.
He then proceeds to promounce the solemn and besutiful
mantras of imvocation.  Afier this the péjér/ must contemplate
that the [yt in his heart is now in front of him, so that be
may worship him with flowers, incense etc, What can be
offered to God m welcome ? There is nothing which He
requires or alternately all belongs to Him alome. So in this
instance the worshipper must do the best that Ae can, not
because that is what is required but because knowing no better
be can only do his own best and pray to God to make
complete his own shortcomings. The concluding mantras
are to the above effect.  After which the pdpdsf meditates that
the Divine presence withdraws from the Image and re-enters
bis beart, its permanent abode. This is the mode of piji for

special occasions at different times of the year when various

festivals are celebrated. Sri Krishaa Janmashtami (Birthday
of Sri Krishaa) falls around August, Sivaritei in Februacy,
Dergapoji in October and so on.

The mantras being in Sanskrit are not, in general, under-
stood by the ordinary person, so all pijas are relegated to the
professional priest who is authorised 1o perform pijd on bebalf
of the houscholder. PiIM of the various deities follows a very
similar pattern although there is variety as regards elaborations.
The dally worship of the Images in temples also is of the same
mode, that is a loving and worshipful personalised service
{seva), as it were, t0 a most cherished guest in the house,
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In Mataji's prescace the mechanics of the rituals assumed
mmwanthr.nhmo((hhmof
relating to the Divine was rediscovered by many. Apart from
paji, groups of people can easily participate in kirtan, Kirran
is the easiest and the only mode of cougregational prayer for
the Hindu, because Hinde dharma is cssentially individual-
oriented. Thus we see that through the medium of Kirlan
and papl-festivaly large gatherings became welded together
into homogeneous groups.

Another major point in Mataji's priorities gradually became
clearer with the passing of years, As regards these pijs and
other modes of ritualistic worship, such as yajias elc,, * '
always advised scrupulous adherence to scriptural texts regard-
ing rules and methods of procedure. She showed ber appee-
ciation of those who had knowledge of the Sdsrras and those
who took scriptural injunctions seriously, On occasions of
doubt or ignorance regarding the correct mode, she woald
sdvise that the matter be referred to the pandits at Varanasi,
Although there is no centralised institution for Hindus, there
are competent scholars, well versed in Seriptural literature
who may guide the Jaity. Thes we e that a lacge section
of the people who had lost touch with their own heritage and
wraditions came to a richer understanding of it Most of the
devotees saw their way 10 a revival of the worship of family
ddtiu.udwmcmininoth«fomo(ﬂwnmll.
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Chapter Three

THE SPREADING OF THE MESSAGE OF JOY
BY RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS AND
PHILOSOPHICAL DISCOURSES.,

While Mataji was wandering about in the foothills of the
Himalayas, the Ashram at Ramna wore a deserted look. The
devotees would meet from time to time (o talk about their
beloved Ma. Occasionally somebody would bring a letter
received from a relatove who bad been fortunate enough to
visit Mataji. Omne such letter was from Nirmal C, Chatterji,
Didi's brother-in-law in Varanasi. He had gone to sece
Mataji during the summer months and wrote to Shashanka
Moban at Dacca : “Mataji is wearing Jhoriz only. Her head
i uncovered., Her hair just reaches ber shoulders. The
local devotees have provailed upon her to use sandals because
it is impossible 1o walk barefoot on those hill-tracks, With
her wrapper thrown over her shoulder she looks like a younyg
brahmachisri. She freely moves about on the roads. She
has po scitled programme for staying anywhere. She comes
10 o place or leaves it at any time of the day or might
sccording to her kheydle. Many people arc very devoted
10 her and ready to fulfil ber slightest bebest.”

Nirmal C, Chatterji wrote further that Mataji had made
cnquiries about cveryone and had remarked that Baba
(meaning Shashanka Moban) had never expressed a desire to
come and sce how she did in her new surroundings.

Shashanka Mohan had been patiently awaiting ber in-
structions, never deeming that be was at liberty to express
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his desire 1o leave the place where Mataji had asked bim to
stay. Guessing that pethaps this was one of Matan's ways
of voicing her Kheydla, Shashaska Moban now wrote asking
permission to visit ber at Dehradun. Thus Didi and Shashanka
Mohan came to Dehradun in December 1933 and stayed with
Mataji for a month, Didi saw for herself the many changes
in Mataji's way of life. She met the new devotees and observ-
ed Bow cager they were to carry out the slightest kheydla of
Mataji and bow close they had become (o each other, just
tike the family of devotoes in Dacca of Calcutta or in other
big towns in Beagal. All this was strange but Didi and her
father experxnced a widening of horizons regarding their
understanding of Mataj: and yet recognised in her the same
person of their own acquaintance and felt no cause for worry
or fear of alienation. On the conttary . here again was an
ever-expanding (amily, all moved by the same spirit of being
eld in thrall by Mataji.

Mataji's presence and Bhaiji's guidance regarding the
enderstanding of ber teaching opencd Up @ new dimension i
the lives of many setious-minded people.  Hari Ramji's
enthusiasm brought not a few to the latle temple in Ananda
Chowk. He was instrumental in putting in touch with Matah
many prominent people of the time. 1t was his conviction
llullhemtionlbndcneouu swee thelr way to being guided
by Matsji, the future of the country would be assured. To
this effect be beought Kamala Nebru® to Mataji, thinking that
she would talk to Gandhiji about Mataji. 1t was his ambition
to bring Gandhiji aod Mataji together o that the former
would be blessed by her in his crusade against forcign rule,
This mecting did take place later on | but Hari Ramji had w0

1. The wile of Jawshazial Nehru. Nehra was in wm«
%i:o.m-&um-«nmm Nahtu were in
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go a loag way before he began 1o appreciate the ysleriousness
of Mataji's aloofness from all mvolvement in the world
together with ber full understanding of its demands upon men
20d women eagaged in living with these demands.

Kamala Nehru, imspite of Hari Ramji's pernswasive words
at first did not wish 1o come to Mataji as she knew that her
hosband did not like her to associate with religious personal-
ities. Thus it happened that although she went to the templ
in the car with Smt Swarup Rani, she did not get down |
after dropping her mother-in-law, she and ber daughter Indira
drove on to the city.  Hari Ramji could not countenance such
behaviour because he pever compromised oa the question of
Mataji's status of commanding the utmost respect. No matter
how great the personality of the leader, he or she was not left
in doubt for long regarding bis or her duty towards Mataji,
by this stern stickler for correct observances.

Hari Ramji paid a visit to Kamala Nebru again and this
tme she did come to see Mataji and the very first mecting
proved to be of great momeat in her life. Kaimala Nehru,
mindful of her own position, used to come 1o the temple late
i night and once or twice stayed with Matayi, going home
before break of dawn.  Mataji unlike Hari Ramji quite under-
stood ber predicament and herselfl discouraged Kamalaji,
saying that she should mot come if it was not thought proper
for ber to do 50 ; further Mataj dissuaded ber from seeking
permission from Gandhiji to withdraw from public {ife and
be allowed 1o stay with Mataji. The fact that Kamala Nehru
was thinking of Mataji constantly and that she attained a
high degree of meditative onc-pointedness of the mind could
be seen by all who were around at the time. She corres-
ponded regularly with Bhaiji and occasiooally “saw’ Mataji
when the latter was not physically present in town. She
wrote ; “Bhaiji, you mever write emough Jetters 1o give meo
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pews of Mataji. But 1 ‘wec’ her sometimwes. Last night |
‘saw” het wearing a san with a wide red border ....."

Bhalji wrote back from Kankbal to say that indeed on the
cvening mentioned by Kamalaji, some devotees from Calcutta
had made Mataji put on 3 red-bordered sari, such as she had
been in the habit of using before coming to Dehradun. The
Bengali devotees wanted ber to wear the dress familiar to
them while the people of this part of the country had never
seen her in anything but the pure white of a plain dhodi.
Evidently Kamala Nehru was one of those very few fortunale
ones who could thus “see’ Mataji at times. Kamalaji passed
away in Switzerland after about three years. Till the very end
she had kept in touch with Mataj. It is true that Hari Ramiji’s
Jream of great events of political moment was not realsed
from this meeting, but who can say if what actually took place
was mot of greater imporiance in the lives of the people
concerned.

Mataji and Bhaiji left the temple at Apanda Chowk after
a few days and went to Lakshmana Jhala and Rishikesh across
the Ganges from Hardwar. The litte room where Mataj
pad stayed scemed deserted. All those who bhad got mto
the habit of visiting her felt bereaved. Harl Ramj and
Prakash N. Tankha, as s008 a3 they were sare of Mataji's
exact whereabouts, went 10 sec ber aed requesied her to
retern to Ananda Chowk on the occasion of Sri Krshna
Janmashiami (Sei Krishon's birthday).

Thus it came about that the interested residents of
Dehradun participated in a religious festival which was made
memorable for them by Mataji's presence. Sho always
imparts to these rituals 3 marvellous aura of reality and
authenticity ; every detail of the mode of worship 15 secn in
its true significance, and makes for & rewarding experiesce for
he devout congregation. At Mataji's suggestion & yajsa also
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was performed at this time. In subscquent years yajhas and
piipés were performed by the devotees of Dehradun m com-
memoration of Mataji's visit and presence in the year 1933,
On anothsr occasion Mataji initiated the Kumdrl Piy also
for those who were as yet wofamuliar with these ways of
sddhant, Within a few months a regular gathering of devotees
took shape. Bhaiji taught the new members the prayers which
were sung at Dacca every evening . 30 this became a perma-
nent feature of the evening meetings at Ananda Chowk as
well as in Ramma in far distant Bengal,
Another grest religions festival was celebrated in Dehradun
in Mataji's presesce that year, this time by the community
of Bengalis mostly residing in Karaspor. This was the annual
Dargh Pojd in October to which were javited all the non-
Beagali devolees a3 well. The pajm  was performed by
Manmatha N. Chatterji.
In Mataji's preseoce the worshippers of Kih, Durgsd,
Krishna and Rima mingled their cfforts rowards seevice of
God. The fuidity with which Matap would pass from detalling
an aspect of ritualistic worship (o the teaching of the Onc-
without-a-second brought the diffecent modes of sédhamt to the
same dimension of spiritual yearning. The fire from a yafka
performed dJdurng Kalipujh was brought to light the fire of a
yafta on the occasion of Sri Krishna Janmasthami. [t can
certainly mot be said that Mataj had planned these occur-
ences © as can be seen very clearly, they happened just natus
rally because of her own personality. In her presence, nobody
could think in terms of one sect, one deity of any other limit-
ing thought. She hersell beiog free of all Limitations, such
parrow delerminations imposed on the Divise tended to
dissolve into nothingness.

Bholanath in the meantime was settied in Uttarkashi
eogrossed in bis own sadhand. In Uttarkashi there are small

27




CHAPTUR THRES KELIIOUS FESTIVALS

huts and caves near the quick fowing Ganges. The water
remains icecold even in summer. It is a place meant for
ascetics only. Under the orders of the Raja of Tehri-
Gathwal, no householder could stop in Uttarkashr for more
than three days. It is also the base camp for trekking to
Gangotri and Gomukh | thus teams of pigrims arc always
passing through Uttarkashi. Bholasath acquired a repatation
amongst the ascetic community as well as among local
inhabitants for his seif-discipline and rigorous sadband. The
people developed profound regard and respect for him.

Some time in the summer of 1935 Bholanath wroic to
Mataji that he was undertaking the construction of 3 small
Kali-Temple in Uttarkashi. The people of the region were
keen that he himself should perform the installation cere-
monics. At Hari Ramjii’s words many people became inter-
ested in this project. He did not have too difficalt a job since
Mataji had become quite well-known by now. Bholanath ad
s natural predisposition toward the ritmalistic woeship of
deities. 30 his cathusiasm communicated itsell to all who
came in touch with him.

The installation cerentony was scheduled for August 1935,
This occasion may be called 2 landmark in the lives of
Mataji's devotees, The new copgregation compfising people
from Nainital, Almora, Dehradus, Mussoorie, ¢tc. organised
themselves as hosts for the invited devotees from Dacca,
Caleutts and other towns in Beagal. The gaests were received
at the Railway Station and directed to places where arrange-
ments had beea made for their stay. Thus in the mooth of
August a big crowd of men, women and a few children as well
started on the trek to Uttarkashi, a distance of about 60-65
miles from Mussoorie. Mataji was at the bead of this
miscellancous group of Bengalis, Kashmiris, Punjabis, as well
as people from U.P. and the hill towns. Many of the
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Easterncors had never before seen mountains, and were quite
unused 10 climbing. The winding uphill road resounded with
many exclamations of wonder and awe in various languages as
well as with gasps and groans, Dondees, mules and rikshas
had been hired for those who were unable to walk. Quite a
few of the party could not understand cach others’ languages.
Many became footsore ;. some found it dificult to breathe
and others were overcome by nausea. Bat nothing mattered
very muach because Mataji was constantly moviag amongst
them. Sometimes she would walk with the straggiers, If her
dandee a1 any time outdistanced the main party, she would
got off and await everybody's arrival. At every camp-site she
would ask about the arrangements and everyone lay down 1o
rest in the happy knowledge that Mataji was in effect looking
after all of them,

One day this motley crowd was required to cross a mouns
tain stream. The shallow streams sometimes can be treacher-
oui becausc they flow over beds of slippery rocks. Mataji,
seeing the predicament of the women in the party, stood in the
middle of the stream 10 see that everyone crossed over safely.
One member was so strack by Mataji's presence in the role
of 2 guide at this juncture that he wrote about this incident
later, saying, ‘may Ma take us across the river of life (bhava-
madi) in a similar manner”. By slow marches the tired but
happy and exhilerated throng arrived a1 Uttarkashi after five
or six days.

Bholanath with great care and circumspection imstalled
the deities in the temple, The ceremony performed with due
solemnity in a place which by itself produced an exaltation of
the spirit, became an experience to be remembered by the
participants for cver after. Bholanath had sent word to his
family priest whose son had come in response to his invitation,
After completing the work of the temple, Bholanath, accom-
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panied by this yousg man, Atul Brahmachari and went on a
pilgrimage to Gangotri, the visible source of the Ganpes.

Mataji and her large family started on ibe return journey
to Debradun. By now the ctowd had become a8 homogeacous
group, Gurupriya Didi came to know many of the BEWCOMETS
as for example. Mabaratanj, Sevai, Mahalakthmiji, Har
Ramji, and a host of others. The new devotees on their part
were eager (o hear about Mataji's earlier life in Dacca, Didi
jearnt a little Hindi amonagst these friends and was impressed
by their spirit of dedication to the service of Mataji- She
saw that devotees of more than ten years' standing were not
any closer to Mataji than many of these men and women who
had known her for only one year of 30. Some of these became
life-tong followers of Mataji, as for example the wife of Sardar
Balwant Singh, Maharatan (a pame given 10 her by Matagi!,
Sevaji and many others who were happy to have come under
the magic influeace of Mataji.

Lakshmijl accompanied by & few of ber friends and rela-
tions went ahead to Dehradun to make nrrangements for
tbe new friends. The travellers were charmed by the hospi
tality of the people of Dehradun. Mataji's family bad in-
creased teafold cutting Across barriers of language and
provincial cultures. This manner of impromplu gatherings and
hospitatity accorded by residents of a town toward visiting
devotees, became the pattern for future congregations collec-
ting round Mataji Wherever she happened 1o be stayiog.
the hosts would automatically take upon themselves the job
of providing for the board and lodging of goests coming from
other towns, Since Mataji herself does not organise anythisg,
some fanctions turn out to be well planned and well exeonted,
and others not quite so well, in accordance with the organisa-
tional powers of the people concermed. This may possibly be
one of the many practical reasons why Mataji does mot stay
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long at any place. Not many people can entertain a large
aumber of devotees indefinitely. Mataji is always as greatly
concerned about the comfort and well-being of visitors as the
comenience of the bosts. Expenses are met by whatever is
given voluntarily by the visitors as financial aid 10 the orga-
nisers. This rather haphazard mode of operation has so far
worked quite well. Mataji is pever troubled by the problem
of money. It will be remembered that many a time she has
wandered obout without making any kind of provision for
sustenance even for the next day. It has also been experienced
that if she has a kheyile for a certain pijd festival or yaifa,
then enough is received, often from ubexpected sources. So
in Mataji's vicinity there is alwavs a kind of order amidst
weming disorder.

After the visitors had dispersed Mataji again resumed her
travels accompanied by only a few at atime. She always
came back to Dehradun where she was joined by Bholanath
on his return from Gangotri.  Not many people had met him
so far.  Bhaiji took him and Mataji to the houses of some of
the devotees and introduced them to Bholanath. His outgoing
personality immediately made him welcome to all the devotees
in Dehradun. They received him with respect and began to
address him as ‘Pitaji' (father). Very soon he acquired a
position of great affection in their midst as a dear friend and
well-wisher,
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DACCA REVISITED

In the meantime, Mataji was being coastantly invited to
return to Dacca. In the winter of 1935, Mataji and Bholanath,
accompanied by a few oaly went to Tarapith for some days.
From Tarapith Mataji at last came to Dacca in December
1935. She had been away for nearly three and a half years.
The devolees were beside themselves with joy and Mataji was
given a tumultoous welcome. The precincts of the Ashiram
overflowed with people and more and more came to swell the
crowds surrounding Mataj.

After many years Mataji sgain sat out inthe ficlds of
Ramna talking to the visitors. The transition from a house-
wife to a recognised Teacher who spoke uabesitatingly about
spiritual matters had been so  gradual as to be quite unremark-
able. She was the same Ma who eaquired about the well-being
of everybody, talked about old incidents and appeared so much
at bome that it was difficalt 10 remember that she had not been
present physically for more than three years in Dacca.

After a while, a discussion arose about man's strivings for
God-realization. Somebody remarked that although men are
constantly urged to practise sidhamd, it is also maintained
that no human endeavour can bring about Realization.
Mataji being appealed 10, said : “Yes, this is quite true.  And
it is right also because you see, men are all the time involved
in the many affzirs of life. This active participation comes
naturally and spomtameously and can be directed towards
spiritual endeavour.
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“Since striving lies in the nature of man, be should strive
for Realization : as long as he capndiaouupmiuo(
life.n‘haamofoblipﬁoo wwud-nbe-oﬂd.bemu
pot give up efforts for self-improvement cither, Relentless
striving brings about fuddho bkdwr, u purc and unsullied
attitude towards everything. This canmot be described in

. As soon as it wmsboutmnmwuho
that no action is self-justifying. He ceases to steive with his
will and becomes, as it were, 2 tool in the hands of God.
There may not be nyvisiblccmscinusmodeofmivity.
the change occurs in his attitude of mind.

uactually, any path may be followed to awaken this aware-
ness. Whether the path begins from an scceptance of the
doctrine of duality or of pon-duality is not important. Either
‘you are everything’, or ‘there is but one Reality’, will suffice
if practiced whole-heartedly, unremittingly and with complete
aith. The knowledge that there is no duality will dawn as a
Realization. Either there is just I’ or just *You'—and nothing
else. Everything is submerged in one Existence. This reali-
sation can of coursc not be expressed in words. Even the
word ‘realization’ Is inadequate. As soon as words are used,
limits are imposcd. That is why it Is said that while one is
a fiva (finite being) he is not Siva (Isfinite).

“What after all is this finitencss 7 Suppose a field s
enclosed by a fence. If the fence s removed the field is one
with the surrounding meadow. ‘There is thus no question of
the atfainment of a state. The jiva i in truth Siva.  Only
because of his limitation he is called fiva. As soom 3% these
limitations are dissolved he exists in his infinity.

wMoreover, you may consider the question in the following
manner also: Docs not the so-called ‘finite being’ Possess
the characteristics of the lofinite ? Consider the saying, ‘the
Ogpe, the Infinite, the Indefinable’. Even if we try very hard,
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we cannot enumerate all that has gose through our minds
within 2 fow minutes. We can register a small number of
items only. The depth and breadth of the darting thoughts
defy cxhausting recording. Do we not encounter the Infinite
here 7 There is ‘Oneness’ also. We ncver rise beyond the
One—we have 1o walk step by step, speak word by word and
write one letter after another. Our unit is one. Then, think
of the indefinable quality of our minds. We exclaim, ‘how
besutiful the flower is ' but we cannol express entirely this
awareness of beauty. We may use any number of words but
they can never fully express the expericnce of beauty.

“Besides there is another characteristic in the Jine, namely
dnanda (bliss). 1t is the nature of the fins to look for happi-
ness. Everything in creation desires happiness and tries to
avoid pain. Even the lower animals will seek the shelter of
trees from the blazing sun. Similarly mas, scorched by the
anguish of mind, body and spirit, tries (o cover himself with
the mantle of peace. This fope (beat) is to be conquered by
tapasyd. (The hardship & to be overcome by a  greater
rigourism).*

“It is man alonc who sceks God. There is a cover of
moscience cast over man but it is pierced in places by shits of
knowledge—like a dark room which is lit by rays of sunlight
coming through windows and doors. If we make the effort,
we can walk out of the room snd stand in the full sualight.
In order to attain God, you have to strive and rise above both,
ignorance as well as knowledge, then alose 2!l duality dissolves
into One Supreme Existence.

“1 am not saying anything new. Whatever the Scriptures
teach is right. Do you know what the Scriptures are like ¥
They may be compared 10 & staircase for ascending to the roof

* A pon On the woeld faps which means burning, heoce the mecessity
for am efort of wil,
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~of a house. The panorama that reveals itselfl to the gaze of
the man who has reached the topmost terrace does not need to
be nor can it be described by any Scriptute, The Sdstras are,
however, indispensable guides regarding routes to be followed,
they are for the benefit and encouragement of the wayfarer.
For this reason the expericoces which come to the secker after
Troth, are not to be denied and yet they are necessarily ome-
sided also. Morcover all experiences can be surpassed by
other experiences, just as the lower rungs of a ladder do not
disappear totally but they are as if non-existing 10 the person
standing above,

“What is true and what is false after all 7 If you touch
sny finger—you touch me; if you touch my clothes-you
are in touch with me-—but just as | am my band or my foot
ot my clothes, 3o | am ako mysell in entircty. Similarly
God i One, yet is many. He is as complete in a grain of sand
#s in man, and also in Himself."

While Matajl was talking in this strain to the people
around her, the Vice-Charcellior of Dacca University, Khan
Bahadur Nasiruddin Ahmed, was seen to be out on his wsual
constitutional in the ficlds of Ramna. Some of his acquain-
tances went up 10 him and invited him to come and be intro-
duced to Mataji. As he approached the group, somebody
said to her, “Ma, he s a Mussalman.” Mataji smiled and
said, “So am I a Mussalman.”

After groctings, the Khan Babadur asked one of the
devotees : “If Mataji has attained peace why does she keep
wandering about 7" Probably he did not think it polite to
sccost her directly but Mataji answered the gquestion berself,
“If 1 stayed in one place, the same question could arse, could
It not " Then she smiled her smile of inimitable grace and
beauty and said gently, “Baba, don't you know, | am a very
resticss littde girl. I cannot stay in ome place. This is one
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answer, From another point of view, I may say, it is you who
see me travelling from place to place. In reality | do not move
atall. When you are in your own house, do you sit wtill in
one corner? No, you freely walk about in the whole of it
and yet remain in your house. Similarly 1T also wander around
in my owa house—1 don't go anywhere—1 am always at rest
in my own home.”

“You have found Peace. We are at the mercy of innumer-
able disteactions. Why don't you be gencroas and communi-
cate some of your Pesce to us 7™

“The moment you exclaim i desperation, 'O Lord, how to
find Peace ' You are already on the path to attaining it!™ -

Mataji said this so spontancously and humourously and
with soch an eloquent gesture of her hands that everyone burst
out laughing. Then Mataji said seriously, “If you live with
things unpeaceful, how can you hope for peace? People are
affected by things in their vicinity, If you sit near a fire, you
feel the heat, if you approach something which is very cold,
you feel it also, If you choose to Hve amidst distractioas, bow
should peace descend on vou? This does not mean that
everyone should retire from the world and stay in forest
retreats to find peace. But what you can do is 10 live with
something which is of the nature of peace. Wherever you
are you must live in the company of that which gives peace.
1 say to you, keep in mind always, God ; God alone is Peace.
Whether you call Him Khuda or Kali is immaterial, because
there is Onc only. The really important thing is to persevere,
Relentless perseverence brings about the change in  perspective
which will establish you in Peace.

“Peace can be attained anywhere in the world or away
from it. You say that | have found Peace and should distri-
bute it to others, 1 say to you that I am a little child and

you are my parenis.  Accept me as such and give me a place
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m your hearts. By saying ‘mother’ you keep me at 2
~ distance. Mothers have to be revered and respected. But a
little gitl noeds 10 be loved and looked after and is dear to
- be beart of everyone. So this is my only request to you, to
make & place for me @ your hearts.”

Mataji's words spoken lightly and yet solcmnly touched
gveryone. After a short while Mataji got up and so the
soanoa came 1o an end. She stayed in Dacca for about a
week this time. The bhappy throeg surrounding her at all
bours tried 1o recapture the spirit of the days at Shahbagh,
Many of the women did not return home at all, but stayed
| the Ashram while Mataji was there.  The small Ashram
could hardly contain the swelling crowds, so Mataji again
and again went out and sat in the openm 30 that everyone
<ould sit around her.

Bholanath, in the garb of an ascetic met his many friends
and followers. He was observing silemce but his pleasure
in meeting old acquaintances was evident to all. Bhaiji
remained quictly at the Ashram although be visited his home,
At Matji's suggestion be invited his wife 10 come away with
Rim 30 that both of them could adopt the winaprastha ashram,
that is, lead lives like hermits in suitable retreats ; but
apparently his wife was not prepared to Jeave home at this
ume, so when Mataji and ber companions left Dacca he once
more went withost bis wife.

Slowly but steadily it became clear that Mataji was
adhering scrupulously, i effect, to one of her own sayings :
‘Talk about God alonc is (worthwhile) talk ; all else is vain
and full of pain'.* Sbhe entered into the feelings of everybody
regarding their problems in the world, their difficulties con-
cerning human relationships, and alse their puzziements
about their own spiritual hfe : but like the underlying, un-

1. ‘Heri Katha! Katha awr sab vricha, yyaeia'
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varying resopance of the renpure which accompanics every
other instrument of music, she brought cverybody round
10 the awareness of the supreme duty of man, which is
to strive for Self-realization. That she gave the highest
priority to the path of reaunciation became gradually clearer
as the years went by. All ber answers veered round to
the samec theme sgain und again. She would deal with all
kinds of questions but her reply would be a variation of
the thought that the supreme duty of every human beiog
is to strive for the realization of THAT WHICH 1S, She
knew no compromise regarding this witimate quest. Al
other obligations, namely, towards family, society, country,
bumanity she wove around the one supreme duty towards
God-realization. She would say, “To aspire for the reali-
zation of Truth s alope worthy of man,” or "It is man's
duty to bear in mind that be exists for God slone—for His
service and for the realization of Him.™

Mataji never encouraged anybody to set aside or neglect
his worldly commitments, but it was very soom realized by
her companions that she had nothing to say regarding those
affairs. They were assured of ber loving-kindness and the
giving of compassionate hearing to their worries but her
grace lay not so much in warding off the evils of human life,
like sickness, accidents, misfortunes or death, but in endowing
the safferer with strength and fortitude so that he would
be at peace with himself amidst the inevitable champes to
be constantly escountered. In Mataji's presence the world
was seen (0 emerge as the necessary ground from where the
search for Self-realization could begin for man.

Mata)i's first “choice” for holding aloft the ideal of renun-
clation as a meanisgful way of life fell upon the oldest
amongst her followers. In retrospect it seems that she could
not have made a better choice. In April 1934 she had a
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Abeyila that Shashanka Mohan should become a savwmydsi.
.Jlu-lm\l:u ceremony of Shashanka Moban was the first
‘event of this kind in Mataji's entourage. A detailed account
.hjmhlh next chapter, since this incident seems suffi-
ciently defimitive in its nature for the understanding of
Mataji's teaching.
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Chapter Five

THE EMERGING PICTURE OF PRIORVIIES
IN MATAIFS TEACHINGS

Shashanka Meban's Satnyasa

Mataji's wanderings had taken lher 10 a wayside temple
in Salogra necar Solan in late March 1934, There t5 a small
cave attached to the temple, Itis so small that nobody can
lic straight or stand upright im it. Mataji accompanied by
Bhaiji and Hansa Datt from Dehradun occupied this cave,
afew miles beyond Solam and a little way below the main
motor-road botween Kalks and Simla. Har Ramji's brother
Madan Mohan Joshi was a doctor in Solan. He already knew
ebout Mataji and came to pay his respects to her.  He found
Mataji sitting in this cave, looking compleiely at casc and
her usual radiant self. Recently there had been a soowlall
in the hills and it was bitterly cold in the cave but Mataji
did not seem to feel any discomfort, Solan is the capital
of Baghat State. H. H. Raja Durga Singh was known to be
a Prince of many sterling qualities and abo of a religious
nature. He was very devoted o a sage called Sogi Baba who
was residing in Solan at the time. Although the Raja had
heard about Mataji, he, in the beginning was not keen to
bave duriana of "a woman saint”.

Mataj: was invited by Dr. Joshi to come to Solan but after
a few days ut Salogra Mataji travelled to Hardwar. She sent
word to Shashanka Mohan at Dacca to join her in this hill
town. She also sent a message to Swami Sankaranandaji, a
new devotee in Varanasi, inviting him to come 1o Hardwar,
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There was need for Sankaranandaji because Matap had a
sudden kheyala that Shashanka Mohan should cater an ascetic
order. Sankaranandaji was a sedupis/ and it could be
presamed that he would know about the ceremonial act of
renunciation to be undertakes by those who wished to enter
an ascetic order,

The organisation into ten ascetic orders of sedviydse
traditionally ascribed to Adi Sankaracharya (Sth century A.D.).
Before the advent of Sankaracharya, the Hindu ascetics were
pot organised into orders with specific mantras, imparted and
received in a ritualistically specified form. The candidate
for renumciation bas to apply to a guru; i the latter is
satistied then alone be may be initiated and received into the
brotherhood of that order. The disciple bas first to make
ep his mind to dissociate himsell completely from the
world ; to relinguish all ties of family relationships, all scose
of obligations and duties. In short it is a new life begun
in complete freedom in order to make an existential reality
of this freedom so that he may attain the Self-fulfilment
stated in the Upanisads.

Mataji was full of cothusiasm for this project and was
very pleased when Shashanka Mohan accompanied by Didi
arrived in Hardwar in answer to her letter, She was staying
at a dbaramédla and everyone gathered there in response to
her summons. She said to Shashanka Mohan, “"Some arrange-
ments had been made at Solan for us, but | had this sudden
kheydla and so we camc away to Hardwar instead. These
holy places are conducive to sadhand and attract devout and
holy men. | have already suggested to Sankarananda that
be should look for a suitable Guru for you. Chaitre Somkranti
the fast day of the Bengali year (13th or 14th of April) s an
suspicious day. Time is short, so all arrangements must be
expedited.”
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Shashanka Moban was taken aback at these words. He
was mot peepared for this radical transformation of his hfe :
moreover il was gnthinkable for him 10 bow his head to
somo, t0 him namelcss, Guru at this stage in his life. Rather
wnhappily, be answered, 'l canmot think of any otber Guru.
I do mot think 1 can commit mysell 10 anyone clse. 1 have
always belved and hoped that you will guide me. Why
do you now ask me 1w accept another Gura T Mataji
answered geatly, “you know that 1 cannot confer satydsy
on you,” to which be unhesitatiogly replied, *‘But 1 have mO
aced of anyrhing that you may not do for me."

Mataji then said quietly, “Well, in that case, there s no
pecessity for thesc arrangemenis. Nothing need be done
after all,” She became grave and said no more. The cheet-
ful look with which she had opened the conversation vanished
completely.

It was evening. Shashanka Mohan withdrew from Mataji's

and was scen to go out and sit on the bank of the
swifily flowing Ganges for many hours. On the other side
of the river wooded hills rise to great heights. What thoughts
did he grapple with ¥ He was a proud man, more accustomed
to command than (o obey. The prospect of giving up cvery
prop and support of a long and familiar way of life and 10
have to embark on 2 voyage into the unkpown musl have
shaken him to the corc of his being. He was the head of &
large family, almost & clan. Perhaps he debated whether it
would be right to put himself out of their reach for ever.
He would have no dutics towards anyone anymore. He must
pave thought about his daughter also. He could mot bea
guardian to het and thes she would be alope in the workd In
the way of life she had chosen for hersell. These however
are congctures. He did pot share his thoughts with anybody.
What happened was that he came to Mataji late at night,
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touched her feet amd said quietly, "1 blurted out the thoughts
(hat came unbidden to my mind. ! am mow ready o carry
out your kheydla and to do as you say.”

Mataji's countenance shone brightly - she was immediately
full of plans for the important event. She told him, “you
have no reason to thipk that yos will have another Guru.
There is but One Reality.”

Sri Mangal Giri Maharaj, a sofapdsi of great eminence in
Mardwar, agreed to initiate Shashanka Mohan into the order
of the Giris. The disciple is required to perform the last of
\he ritualistic vafRas resouncing comnections with the workd,
In the sacrificial fire is consigned all modes of understanding
of oneselfl as an Individual, his socwety, family and cven his
own caste and creed.  The “1" i sought to be set free from
all limitations so that it may scek to identify itsedf with the
One and thus with the whole world. A sadumydsi belongs to
no one and to no place and therefore to everyone and every-
whese.

Matzji and a handful of her companions watched this
solemn ceremony, the highest pianacle of achicvement fora
man born and bred in the Hindu tradition. Shashanka
Mohan after leading a full and wseful life in the world, was
eminently fitted mow to resounce it for its greater benefit.
In the Iadian teadition it is believed that there i1 a suitablke
time for different tasks in human life. The role of the ascetic
is not Jess inporuntmnthatohbctmoctbchom-
holder or the student. Mataji, by her kheyala for Shashanka
Mohan, scemed to have endorsed the ancient tradition. So
on Chaitra Sankranti 1934, Shashanka Mohan was initiated
into sotnydsa by Sri Mangal Giriji Maharaj of Kankhal, His
new pame was Swami Akhandamanda Giri. When, dressed
in ochre robes, he came to make his obeisance to Mataji after
the ceremony, she said to him, “you have so far rendered
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constant and unremitting (akhapda) service to your family and
to your profession. From now on devote yourself with the
same constancy 10 Self-realization.”

It can be scen easily that Mataji accords the greatest respect
to anyooe who wants to be an sscetic. However she does
pot cacourage people to give up their dutics in the name of
religion. In this context aa incident may be recorded here
which took place in Dehradun some years latee © While Mataji
was walking down the road from Mussoorie, she saw a man,
obviously an asceti, standing quietly on one side of the gate
of the Kishenpur Ashram. She spoke to him o Bengali
and when he answered it was realised that he was a Bengali
altbough in appearance be did not look like one, She invited
him in and asked him to have his evening meal in the Ashram.
After the meal be came and sat with the bandful of other
people near Mataji. Mataji asked bim,

“Are you a sedeydy 27

..No‘.'

“Then why are you dressed like one ™'

“For all practical purposes 1 am, | have renounced the
world.”

“Ia order to carry on yous sddhand for Sclf-realization ™

“I have not thought about it. For the present | wish to
have nothing to do with the world.”

“Does it mean that you have left home for personal
reasons and do not wish to go back 7

“Yes.”

“In that case you are peactising a gravo deception on the
public and doing no good to yoursclf cither.”

“1 have nothing to do with anybody; it is nobody’s
concern what 1 do with my life.”

“That is not correct, Your appearance as an ascel
means something to the people. 1t is our tradition to support
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& man engaged in intensive sédhand because he has no other
means of support. He has given up his own will toward
" self-support, depending solely on the Divine Will, The people
choose 1o support him as they would any other who was
seifiessly engaged in some activity for the benefit of the eatire
society. This garb is not to be adopted to solve persomal
problems or to escape from difficult situstions. 1f you are
not engaged in sddhand to the exclusion of all other concerns,
you have no right to accept food and shelter from the lay
public who secing your robes will give automatically without
Judging your bonafides.”

The young man, who scemed to belong to middle class
society and to be educated, kept quiet. Mataji said to him that
be could stay in the Ashram as long as he liked, but it would
be better for him to go home and face whatever situation be had
run away from. The next morning the young man was not to
be seen, o probably he had chosen to follow Mataji's advice.

On another occasion, a young man belonging to one of
the most well-known industrial families of the country, came
to ask Mataji about his future way of life. At that time
be was the disciple of one of the very respected sidhus of
Varanasi, and had lived like an ascetic for many years with
his Gura. He bhad been asked by his Guru to take up the
duties of & houscholder, so he was faced with this problem
of giving up his chosen way of life after almost twelve years.
He wished to know from Matajyl his duty under these peculiar
circumstances, Mataji said to him, I see no prodblem. At
all times you are required to obey your Guru, if you know
him as such. 11 he has asked you to get married and work
in the world, that is what you should do. Where is the
scope for hesitation *™ _

After some time the young man wenl away obviously
not quite satisfied by Mataji's words. Mataji in a tone of
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reflection said 1o the small group of people who had witnessed
this scene ; “You see, this path of spiritual endeavour is
difficelt and full of subtle pitfalls. This is the reason why
a guide is required at all times Sometimes, when ooe is
engaged in sidhasd one begins to emjoy the many benefits
which accrue from it ; the subtle hankerings afier name and
fame as a sidhu may also cloud the judgment of a disciple
and prevent him from seeing his duty clearfy.”™

Mataji at all times s very discriminating about recom-
mendiog renunciation to those who seck her advice and
permission for it. A few of her answers may be referred to
here to understand the place she gives to this highest stage
m sadhund.

“If you ask me whether you should or not, 1 shall say that
the time has not come for you to do so since the question
arises in your mind whether you should or sot.”

“The call of renunciation must be felt as a compulsion.
A man who hears this call Jeaves all behind even as a dry
Jeafl falls from is branch. Renunciation is mot for ower-
coming & sense of daty or for entering a different kind of
world, Renunciation must come spontancously. Does a
man debate whether he should escape from & bouse on fire ™

Thus we see that although Mataji gives the greatest priority
10alife of sidkand she does not advocate it by extending
the possibility of it indisceiminately. When her kheyila
came that Shashanka Mohan should be initiated into sedmydsa,
a more suitable candidate for this high status could not
have been chosen. He had remdered exemplary service as a
doctor all his professional life ; he had shouldered ably the
burdea of his family for masy years and yet, when he came
upder the influence of Mataji late in life, he startedona
course of sidhamé which required concentration, fortitude
and above all perseverance. His complete reliance on Mataj
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and his obedience to her kheydla belong to a category by
fself. He was not a man without a sensc of humour. His
grave countenance hid a very buoyant spirit. In his Jast
years he saw many changes in Mataji's life and the number
of devotees increasing beyond amyonc’s wildest imagination,
He was never out of his depth in the new situstions and till
the last days of his life stood steadfast in the service of his
Guru as he knew her to be.

Perhaps it will not be out of place to record here what
he once salkd to the present author a few years before his
death in Varanasi, “Stay with Ma in your thoughts, do not
forget ber. You are a child and s0 you may not know and
understand what Ma is, but we have had the privilege of
seeing her in ber divine form, so I tell you that she is the
One to be worshipped.” These words spoken lightly enough
by the solemn looking old man, who a8 a rule confined
himself 1o stories for the young who surrounded him, made
an impression which has lasted 1o this day.

After the sotayisa of Shashanka Mohan, Mataji again
sarted on her wanderings in and around Dehradun. She
would come and go as freely as a bird ; whoever happened
10 be pear her would suffice as an escort. She did not travel
slone, more out of comsiderntion for the feclings of her people
than for any other reason. If she had walked out alome
from a place, they would have been anvious and worried
shout her well-being and safety and she would have invited
unduc attention as well. Tt is pever Mataji's way to flout the
propricties obtaining amongst the people who surround her.
Within this framework of conventionality she follows her
own unpredictable khepfla. It also must be said that Mataji's
behaviour mever was such as to be doubtful, displeasing or
obicctionable in any way if this is a limitation then so 1t
mest be named ; the good alone is always evemplified in her
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behaviour. If she is a whitaprajRa, then to be beyond good
and evil (as we understand these torms) is to be established
in good only,

All this while Mataji met many people and visited various
new places.  She paid a visit to Baimath near Yogendranagar,
0 Almara, Etawah, Ayodhys, Fyrabad etc. In October 1935,
on her way to asd from Almora, she went to see Kamala
Nehru at Bhowali where she was Maying for treatment. In
Etawah Mataii met Dr. Pitambar Pant, a friend of Hari Ram
Joshi. Tn Ayodhya, which she had visited peeviously, and
In Fyzabad she met the relations of the Tankha family of
Dehradun. At the request of Sevaji she visited ber sister
at Sultanpar,

There is an evtate called Doonga near Dehradun, The
zamindar of Doonga, Chaudhuri Sher Singh and his family
received Mataji a nomber of times at Doonga during this
period.  Their property was like a forest retreat. Quite o
number of people had the opportunity of staying there with
Mataji and listen to her quict talks. Mataji visited Solan
also and was received by H. H. Raj Durga Singb. Previonsly,
Mataji had come from Salogra to Solan for a day 1o sce
Sogi Baba but nobody at that time knew about this visit.
TbeRnpSahebnhowmloth cave at Salogra to see
the ‘woman saint’, and had tried to iatroduce some modicum
of physical comforts for her and het two companions but
Mataji had suddenly left the place for Hardwar as already
related.

The names of the above mentioned people subsequently
became well-known in Mataji's circle. They differed very
much in style of living, temperaments, cultural backgrounds
and religiousity as well.  In Mataji's vicinity the heterogenous
group became as well kait as a family unit. Probably they
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’
were united so closely by according to Mataji a place in their
hearts and by cherishing ber undemanding and yet so richly
rewarding presence in their midss.

During this time a greater unity was created between the
devotees of Bengal and those who had come to know Matai
since her moving to Uttar Pradesh. Very shortly this com-
munity would be augmented by people from the Himalayas,
Gujarat and South Iadia as well.

Maroni

Mataji and Bholanath had visited Tarapeeth in the winter
of 1935 before coming 1o Dacca. From Dacca they went to
Paroldia, the village home of Jogesh Chandra Ghosh who
used (0 be the Trustec of Shahbagh Gardens in Dacca. where
Matsji and Bholanath had lived for four years. A huge
crowd of men, women and children went along with Mataji.
Like in old times, there was kirtan and much festive activity
to welcome the concourse of devotees. From Paruldia Mataji
proceeded to Calcutta. The jubilant mood of the devotees
of this town which Mataji was visiting after many years was
dimmed by the illncss and death of Kshitish Guha, He and
his two kdhmwb«nlmwtmm
attached to Mataji from the ecarliest times, Their house
in Ballygunge had loog served as a headquarters for news
of Mataji and also as a meeting place for Satsang and Kirtan
for the devotees of Calcutta. The depressed atmosphere
was dispelled by Mataji's preseace yet the semse of loss was
keenly felt by everyone.

Mataji returned to Tarapecth. As mentioned earlier,
Tarapeeth is famous for its cremation ground of great
|anctity. Itis a desolate spot not frequented by ordimary
travellers but Mataji was quite well-known in this temple-
fown. Hindu as well as Muoslim villagers crowded round
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her wherever sbe happened to be. An old Muslim peasant
seemed specially close to her. Whenever she visited his hut he
would cail his two wives, saying, “Come outside and receive my
daughter.™ They wonld then with great satisfaction and plea-
sure make arrangemonts for Mataji to sit 2ad talk with them.
For some time past Mataji bad had the kheyale (hat
Maroni and Didi should be invested with the sacred thread.
Girls are not iaitiated like boys in Brahmin families. There
was no precedent in this matter. Enguiries about scripturai
injunctions regarding this matter had been made in Varanasi ;
the pandits had said that although no such tradition prevailed,
there was no injunction to the contrary either. Pandit Gopi-
nath Kaviraj, when appealed to, declared that Mataji's khepila
itself was enough, no further corroboration about its Jegitimacy
was required.  Thus, according to Mataji's kkeydlo, the sacred
thread ceremony for Maroni and Didi was performed on
Janoary 14, 1936 at Tarapeeth. They were initinted into the
exclusive Gdyatri mantra of the brahmins.  Maroni's initiation
was done by Bholanath, because traditionally the father is the
dikyd-guru for the sacred mantra.  Since Didi’s father was now
a sahunydsi, his privilege was given to Sri Dinesh Chandra
Bhattacharya a revered old Brahmin, devoted to Mataji,!
Mataji also suggested at that time that Maroni's long
standing engagement to Chinu should be brought 1o a con-
clusion by their marriage. Bholanath had just returned from
a pilgrimage to Gangasegar. He was a litth saddencd at
the prospect of the marriage because it meant that Maroni
would go away to ber husband's place. He was very fond
of her and looked wpon her as his daughter. He felt a trifle
disturbed also, sot knmowing how all the requirements of a
traditional marriage ceremony could be comtrived in such

1. 1o subsequent yoars several other gicls have received this statis of 1he
twice bom.  An obsalefe tradichon was revived by Mataji
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a remote region.  But he need not have worried because by
a concurrence of events the marriage actually came to be
performed with every kind of claborate pomp and ceremony
dear to the beart of the womenfolk of Bengal. Some ladies
from Calcutta were present who with great entbusiasm under-
took the toilel of the bride and the decorating of the place
of the yaffa. Sioce in the Indian community marriages are
by arrangement the ccremonies are more a social festival
and religious commitment rather than of a contractual nature,
Everybody participates in an Indian marriage in some role
or other. The bridegroom is to be recelved by a group of
men and made welcome ; much help 8 needed to make
errangements for the ywa/ia which is performed 10 confirm
the marriage vows, and then the mewly married couple are
% be entertained by members of the family and friends and
thus a hilarious and wakeful wedding might is ensured. The
tradition of wide participation and extensive celebrations is
perhaps necessary to confirm the news of the particular
mareiage and make it socially acceptable.

Maroni was duly married to Chinu amidst an air of
gaity and rejoicing . the mood of aloof asceticism which
characterises Tarapeeth was completely submerged under the
suspicious sounds of the conch-shell and repeated wu-dhvani.!

The inevitable day of parting came. Bbolanath gave his
Blessings to the young couple and sadly bade them farewell,
Many of his relations had come to Tarapeeth specially for
this occasion. In the perspective of later years, it seems that
Mataji by ber Aheyile helped Bholasath in discharging his
~ obligations before resuming again his life of sidhawd in the
- sorthern district of India,”
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In Febeuary 1936, Mataji left Tarapeeth to its silent
contemplation of death, and departed with ber devotees in a
convoy of fificen to twenly bullock-carts to the nearest
Railway Station of Rampurhat. The slow journcy through
the moonlit night was made memorable by the melodious
singing of Bhramara. Mataji herself joined in the kirtana at
times. At Rampurhat Mataji and ber companions boarded
the train for Serampore. From Serampore Mataji travelled in
quick succession through Navadweep, Bahrampur and Tata-
pagar. All these towns saw Mataji after a Jong time and
tumultuous scenes of welcome were repeated everywhere.

On the way to Vindhyachal from Tatanagar, Mataji
stopped for a few hours only at Howrah Railway Station.
Calcutta was already notorious for its unmanageable crowds
and now that Mataji was not staying in the city, everyone
had come to the station. Only Jatish Guha ( the clder
brother of Kshitish Guha who had pased away) Was cons-
picoous by his abseace although the rest of the family was
there. His grief over the untimely death of his brother had
alienated him a little from Mataji. Just before the train
started be came up to Mataji and after doing pragdma, moved
aside in a very uncharacteristic grave and aloof manner.
Mataji looked at him with great understanding and sald very
gently : “Don’t forget that Jyotish (Bbaiji) st least is your
friend. Continve to write to him and give him news of
yoursell and your family.” Mataji meant that if he could
not bear to hold communication with her, he should at least
keep in touch with Bhaiji. Jatish Guha could not nurse his
hurt after these words and came and wept ncar Mataji like
a child and thus was able to lighten the burden of his gref.

After leaving Calcutta, Mataji spent a couple of days at
Bethia, the village home of Dr. Girin Mitra, From there
she passed through various towns, stopping for a while in
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wome of them as ber kiwpdla arose. She visted Vindhyachal,
Alishabad, Chitrakoot, Agra, Mathura, Vrindaban and Delhi
before coming back to Dehradun,

In the meantime an Ashram for Mataji was being construc.
ted in Kishenpur, about five miles away from the city, on the
road 10 Mussoorie. Hari Ram Joshi, Hansa Datt Tiwari
and other people of the region were keen to have a place for
Mataji to stay in. They pressed Bholanath and Mataji to
come 10 the new Ashram where they wished to perform the
pUM for Mataji’s 40¢h birthday. In the previous year the birth-
day celebrations had been held on this picce of land by the
devotees of Dehradun.  This year they had the pleasure of
weing Matsji in an Ashram where she could stay in some
comfort for as long as she liked. The inns attached to temples
a8 well as dharamsfidlis expect pilgrims to move on after a few
days ; they are not used as permanent residences by anyone.

Mataji and Bholanath were wekomed i the new Ashram
in May 1936 amidst a festival of great rejoicings. Maamatha
Nath Chatterjee, performed rithi-pwja in Dehradun for the
first time, This year the birthday celebrations were observed
in Calcutta as well and ln Dacca it had already become a
tradition. Dehradun also experienced the flocking together
of acrowd of men, women and children from remote towns
who became one big family. Bbholanath assisted by four
others performed a yoio. In Mataji's proximity such reli-
ghous rites casily came within the reach of the ordimary man.
Rites which people had read about in books only or even
pever had the occasion to think about, now scemed a natural
and rewarding activity. Hindu festivals in all their colourful
details came to be as much part of Matan's way of communi-
cating with the people who crowded round her day and might as
the philosophical discourses by which abe would geatly engage
the attention of those who had questions in their hearts,
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Chapter Six

KIRTAN AT SIMLA KALIBARI

The people of Dehradun had a taste of the expersence of
the dovotees of Dacca, when Mataji announced her kheydio
of proceeding to Solon, almost before they had time to congra-
tulate themselves on the success of the much awaited function.
Mataji said she would take with her only Didi, Nepalda' and
Bhramara . the rest of the party should follow with Bholanath.
Bholanath was a little indisposcd and undergoing treatment,
Many people who had come to spend their summer vacation
with her, were considerably put out by Matzji’ khepila
Birendra C. Mukherji® said, “why do you leave us like this?
1 see no reason why you cannot wait for Bholanath 1o recover
30 that we may all go together.”

Mataji had already taken permission from Bholamath, so
she said smilingly but firmly, *“1 cannot give aa explanation,
Let me go today.  All of you will join us as soon as Bholasath
is ready to travel.”

Raja Durga Singh of Soloa reccived Mataji and made
suitable arrangements for hor.  He was already very Jdevoted
1o ber and ready 10 carry out ber slightest kkeyila if he came
to know of il, Baghat State was small but beautifully
situated. The princely treatment accorded to all who gathered
round Mataji impressed them. The lavish arrangements were
perhaps routine m such households but the quality of the

Mhﬁk‘umﬂmawAm
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2 Didl's eidest brother who was Professor of Englah in Agra College,
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spirit of service in servants, the decorum of behaviour of all
attendants and their devotion testified 1o the loyalty and
respect they felt for their own Prince, In fact, the whole of
Jogibhai's' entourage became very ciose 10 Mataji and to the
Ashiram over the years. The Rani Sahiba, as was the custom
then, observed pardah, So for a couple of hours in the
mduxlhenppmhtomuji'nmucmwuw be screeped
off for the Rani’s daily visit. The Raja Sahib’s mother akso
came at that time, This stratum of socicly was beyond the
ken of the ordinary person, but m Mataji's viciaity the ming-
fing of didfcrent cross sections of socicty was as usremarkable
as it was varied. It is mot the least outstanding feature of
Mataji's persomality that she i at Bome with everyone, Not
that she makes an effort or rises to occasions - her response
comes natarally and she always strikes the right nole for all
people, be it a group of children, ascetics, business magnates,
housewives or even a mized gathering. It may be sald that
she belongs so much to everyone that it could not be
otherwise.

After a fortnight in Solon, Jogibhai heard (bat Mataji
wished to go to Simla.  Although saddened at this khepsla be
did not attempt to dissuade her but made arrangements for
her 10 stay at Simla Kdlibdri.?

This was Mataji's first visit to Simla, where subsequently
she became 10 well-known, She arrived at the beautiful hill-
station in the cvenming and at once proceeded to Kalibari.
llaethyfoundwmuuswmhmmm. They were
informed by the Secretary, Sudhir Sen, that a Sédhw, known
#s ‘Dayal Baba', had just passed away. As a matter of fact,
Dsyal Baba had enquired only a short while ago if

R ————————————
R mmummmunmdm “Yogira', wo be
unwhtw-uu’m'hmmm

2. Tempie of KilL mww-nwmwmm
ey may stay foc o fow days.
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Ma Anandamayi who was to have come, bad arrived or not.
Mataji sow went to the room of the sdidhw and stood near
his body for some time. He seemed to be sleeping peacefully.
Thea she came away to her own room. Dayal Baba had
been held in great esteem by the Bemgali population of
Simla. They came to pay their respects to the departed
soul 2od thus learnt of Mataji's arrival at the Kalibiri,
Some of them went o her room and told her a little about
Dayal Baba

Simia used to be the summer Head-Quarters of the
Central Secretariat of the Government of India, so the town
at this time was at the peak of its summer scason. The
Bengali population consisted mostly of the officers of the
Secretariat who every year spent six months in Simla along
with their offices.

The next morning Mataji went for a walk. Small groups
of people came up to her and introduced themselves. More
gathered in her room in the evening. One of them said,
““Ma, we were greatly attached to Dayal Baba. We should
have been plunged in sorrow, but somehow, now that you are
here, we are not suffering from a sense of bereavement.”

Mataji's respoase to these newcomers was as if she were
amidst people well-knowa to her.  Within & few days Mataji's
small room began to overflow with visitors. Many of the pew
acquaintances came to the Kilibiri straight from their offices.
Much fuan and good-natarcd teasing was occasioned by this
because some of them would find their wives already with
Mataji instead of awaiting them at home. Houschold
routines were thrown overboard. Men, women and children
began to crowd round Mataji. One lady, expressing the views
of her companions said, “Ma, every day we impaticntly wait
for the office and school hour. No sooner are our husbands
and children out of the house than we simply rush bere.”
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Mataji at this time was accompanied by Bholanath, Didi,
Didi’s father, Swami Akhandananda, and one or two others.
Didi had been with her since Tarapeeth, She was amazed
that within a few days Mataji so endeared bersell (o the
people that from morning till night she was the centre of an
eager throng, talking to her, listeniog to her or sometimes
just gazing at her with rapt attention. Ome lady asked
Mataji : “Ma, what sédhing can a houscwife do 7"

“Seva' and fopa'. All duties can be performed in a
spirit of service and dedication. God himself appears to you
in the guisc of your various obligations in the world. If you
sustain the thought, “this also is one of the many aspects of
the Divine', then there need be no conflict between what is
worldly and what is called religious. More specifically, one
should devote as much time as possible to fapa.”

“Ma, on some days the miand is at peace and | can do
Jepe but often the mind is so restless that nothing can be
done, Why is this so 7

*There are many influcaces operating om 1he mind,
perhaps unknown to you. Your way of life, the food you
eat, the people you mix with and many other things. But
the remembrance of God will help you to overcome all this.
Don't you see that in spring when new leaves begin to
sproat, the old ones drop off by themselves 7 They fall to
the ground and are reabsorbed as manure and nourish the
tree. Nothing is wasted in the Divine scheme of things,
Sustained effort & required of you. The rest will follow.™

Nama Yaja
The Bemgali officers at Simla were mostly members of

the Mari Sabhd or attached to it.  This Society owes its

1. Sera Service,
2. Jape Repetition of cne of God'y names of 4 mantra,
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allegiance to the Vaimmava Sampradays of Sri Gaurumga
Mahaprabhu of Bengal. Sn Gaurasgs is acknowledged to
have been the propagator of the mode of kirtana performed
by & congregation which has assembled for that very purpose.
In one of the books which is beld sacred in this scct, the
festival of wima-samhiriane is described im great detadl ;
s circular altar is to be erected in an open space ; it i 10
be decorated with flowers and leaves and pictorial represen-
tation of Lord Visou, Kryna and others of the Vaiyvava
pantheon ; all those who are good singers and drum players
are to be invited. In this assembly of devout men the names
of the Lord are to be invoked and a resolution taken regarding
the dawn-to-dusk kirtana on the morrow.

In Mataji’s circle, kirtana had been sung in aa informal
manner, Nobody so far had witnessed this ritualistically
formal samkirtama which s called mama-yaie, that is ya/fa
in the form of singing Names of the Lord. The Beogali
officers bad boilt up a tradition of Ndma-paffa cvery yoar
during their sojourn in Simla during summer.  This function
was to take place on Tuesday, June 23. The new devoless
of Simla requested Mataji to stay till then.

A big concourse of people assembled in the Kalibiri
on the eve of the Nima-yajka. The temple, the hall in which
the kirtame was to be performed and the adjoining raised
verandah sround it were tastefully decorated with flowers,
Jeaves and lights. Garlands were festooned round the altar
erected in the middlc of the hall, The fragrance of sandal:
wood pormeated the atmospbere. The participants, Haran
Banerji, Chary Banerji, Durgadas Banerji, Deben Chatters,
Manoj Lal Chatteryi, Sudhir Sarkar, and many others, assem-
bled in front of the altar. Mataji surrounded by women
sat on the verandah. Bholanath, always a great enthusiast
for kirtana, was happily partcipating in the function.
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First of all the altar was sanctified ; the musical mstry-
ments were acknowledged with gratitude as it were, for
oouribuiqtotheinvoalionofmemo!lbcl.m
and decorated with garlands and sandalwood. The partici-
pants also were garlanded and a mark of sandalwood put
on their foreheads 1o welcome them. The evening began
with the sounding of the musical instruments in unison in
rhythmic cadences. At the conclusion of this as invocation
to Sri Gauranga and Sti Nityananda was sung in o very
solema tune, praying to them to grace the kirtana with their
divine presence. Other deities of the Vaisnavas were also
invoked to bless the function. Thereupon the men stood wp
carrying their musical instruments. They solemnly walked
around the altar singiog the main tumes of the Afrfana for
the morrow. With this the imvocation ceremony knows as
adkivisa was concluded.

Early next morning cveryome gathered aguin for the
commencement of the dawn-to-dusk Kirtama, This time,
becausc of Mataji's presence, even those late-risers who were
never known (o attend before noon, had come. From susrise
W supset the same mantra would be sung by relays of singers
sccompanied by players. Each leading voice is allowed to
introduce varistions m the tuse but the contiwgity of the
singing remains uabroken. Mataji again sat on the verandah,
The kirtama right from the beginning created an unusual
atmosphere which was felt by everybody. Didi, Bholanath
and Akhandanandaji realised suddenly that after almost five
years or so, Mataji's body seemed to tespond to the rhythm
of the music. They had not seen her in a mahdbhive since
she had left Dacca, but now her face was flushed and there
was a ook of withdrawa! from the world of everyday affairs
and & complete submergence into a mood of inner radiant
joy. Didi who was closest to Mataji noticed that Mataji
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herself was trying to keep in check the tides of this bhiva
which were surging over her body, as it were.

She would talk desultorily with her companions. Omce
she went out for a walk away from the KAalibari. Then
again she would retire to ber room and lie down for some
time. Bholasath, realizing Mataji's condition, came to bher
room and asked her 1o check the bhive if possible. The
function was a public one. Bholanath was not happy at
the idea that Mataji should be scen in bhiva by comparative
strangers who may not understand the phenomenon. More-
over Mataji's bhive-samddhi could last for any number of
bours, even days, and none knew better than he how difficult
it was to recall her to ber surroundings. A nameless dread
of losing her while she was in one of those states of complete
withdrawal from the world, made him anxious. He also
koew that his words would be obeyed by Mataji if they were
pot swept aside by the force of her Aheydla to the coatrary.
I this case Mataji's khepdla was also towards checking the
manifestations of makdbhiva, may be because she had anti-
cipated his reaction to it. The whole day was spent like
this. A restlessness marked Mataji's actions. It appeared
a8 if she were trying to check a terrific force which would
otherwise engulf her body. Didi Bas said, that at this time
her ordinary conversation and behaviour was shot through
as if by streaks of lightaing. A look of intense divine
effulgence would come and go in & flash on her face;
Suddenly her gaze would assume a fixed withdrawa look and
as suddealy be replaced by her glance of recognition.

Evening drew near. The kirtana was reaching its climax
before its conclusion at sun-down. Mataji once again came
away from it to her room where the strains of the music
could be heard just faintly. Here her body was seea (0
roll swiftly and sway up to astanding posture in one fuid
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movement. Didi stood behind her stretching her arms out
in case Mataji should suddenly drop to the groend but
actually, as Didi knew from her cxperience, no support or
belp was meeded when Mataji entered into mohdbhise. Didi
and others have said that Mataji's body is very light on
these occasions. Even if ber body i seen at times to lean
against that of a companion, the experience of impact Is
very slight. Mataji now moved out of her room and entered
the kirrana-hall, The men of Simla had never seen anybody
in an exalted state of hhdva before. Nearly all of them
were Vaisnavas, well versed 1 the literature of their own
sampradaya (sect).  They realised immediately that they were
witnessing the manifestalions of mahabhdva as described in
their texts and which they had believed upto BOw were
possible only in the divine body of Sri Gauranga.

It i3 very difficult to give a description of Mataji's bhdve,
If she falls to the ground and rolls over, then nothing
sctually is scen but a blur of white ; she is upright in almost
Jess than a second. She is ‘like a wind-blown cloth', or
‘like a dry Jeaf blown nlong the ground by gusts of wind.'
Her passage through the crowd is so swift that hardly
anybody can be said to have a full view of her ut any time.
Ope may get a glimpse of a radiant countenance or of a
hand raised in a graceful movement, or a beautiful posture
of the body for a sphit second and that is all, but that is
more than esough also. Bholanath need wvot bave feared
that the people of Simla would sot appeeciate or understand.
They were enthralied and overwhelmed.

As before in Dacca, after a few minutes of terrific move-
ment, Matsji sat in utter stillocss on the floor. The kirtana
in the meantime had been concluded. The silenice  was
broken by Mataji's voice pronouncing mantras in a beautiful
language which sounded like Sanskrit. After 3 while she
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sal motioaless with ber eyes closed, To this divine image,
as it seemed to the congregation, they now bowed profoundly
and with full bearts. Some of them hurried home to fetch
other members of their family so that they should not be
deprived of this unique opportunity. Mataji’'s body was
limp. Didi with the help of others gently brought her back
to her room and made ber sit on her own bed. Mataji's
gaze tended to be unfocussed and she scemed to be on the
beink of sinking into a state of samddhi, Didi asked the
assembled people to call hee and talk to ber. She knew
from her experience at Dacca that Mataji could be recalled
1o her surroundings st this stage ; if she entered into samadhi,
then it would be more difficult for her to be aroused from it
In response to repeated calls of “Ma, speak to us'’, Mataji
was seen to drag open her cyes again and smile and speak

a few words
Bholanath himself had stayed with the kirtana the whole

day without rest or breaking his fast.  All the participants had
greatly enjoyed his encouraging presence and involverment
in the kirtan. Altogether this Nima yajila seemed to mark a
turning poiat in the lives of the people of Simia. Ome of them
summed up the geacral feeling by saying: *“We have been
performing this festival for many ycars Qur prayers have
been answered.  Blessed indeed are we, the people of Simia.™
The next morning it started raining heavily. Some of the
women came to the Kalibari notwithstanding the rains.
They also wanted to sing klrranc mear Mataji, They had
been inspired to this project after expericncing the cxaltation
of the previous night's festival.  Mataji eacouraged them and
kirtana was begusm st noon. At frst the novelty of the
siteation acted as an inhibitory force and they could not quite
get into the rhythm of group singing which is Jed by a siogle
voice. Then Matsji joined them and started walking with
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them around the altar (which was still standing in the hall),
clapping her hands to the beat of the music and somctimes
singing a few lines herself. Withia a few miautes the singing
was unified into enthusiastic kirtasa snd Joyfully 1aken up
by all bystanders as well, Several of the women had good
voices and the playieg of instruments was performed by some
of their young brothers or sons who had stayed away from
school for this day, The young boys who had not had the
opportunity to play in the men's kirtana were more than
happy to be able to accompany their mothers and sisters.
Thus a kirtana party of women was inaogurated by Mataji,
as she had done previously in Dacca and Calcotts. When
the men came to the temple in the evening they were informed
of this proud achievement by their women-folk, A fow were
sceptical about the future of this programme because they
thought it would be beyond the physical strength of women 10
cundnduhgfotlnmhuo(bounouﬁne. Mataji seniled
and said, “Do not keep vour women folk away from this
aspect of your lives. Encourage them to Join their efforts
with yours, otherwise you may face quite unnecessary

After a few days Mataji left Simla and returned to Solon.
The new devotees, Joath to allow ber to go away, accompanied
her to Solon as it was a Saturday, spent the whole night in
singing kirtana and returned to Simia the mext day. Mataji
bad now come into contact with an entire new cross-section
. of society. At Solon, Raa Durgs Singh's great courtesy and
hospitality captivated the hearts of the officers. They pro-
mised to perform mdma-yafla in Solon as well in the near
foture.

Mataji retarned to Debradun wheee Bhaiji had stayed all
this time wadergoing treatment for aa indisposition. Before
she left Solon. a few officers had come down 2gain from Simla
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to iavite her to another adma-yajia, this time to be performed
in homour of Mataji herself. Since she was ready 1o leave for
Dehradun, Mataji did not change her programme but it wWas
arranged that she would go to Simla later. Thus Mataj,
accompanied by Bhaiji as well, returned to Simla on July 5,
1936, this time.

The Ahirtana was already in progress when Mataji arrived.
She and her companions were made welcome and received
with great ceremony. The preparation for the mima-yajia
and its execution was in all details as perfectly done as for
their annual mima-yojia. Mataji had been accepted and
given as important a place in their hearts as their own beloved
deity.

Next day the devotees of Simla werc ready to relax
and enjoy Mataji's presence in the Kalibiri. When they
assembled in Mataji's room, many topics were broached for
her advice and guidance, For almost two years BOW, Mataji
had been in the habit of eating on altermate days, Ome
gentleman said, *“Ma, you are looking weak because you have
pot eaten today. Please do cat something.” Mataji said,
“1f you think I am looking weak, it is pot dwe to lack of
food. You can ask these people (she pointed to Bholanath,
Didi and Bhaiji) whether 1 bave not subsisted on kss food ot
times. My ‘health’ docs not depend upon food. 1 used to
be i very good health on almost next to pothing at times."”
“Even so, why should you undertake these fasts 7 Fasts etc.
are for us not for you and we are not at all keen on rig-
outisms. You do not need 1o undergo any kind of
asceticism,'” ’

“If you are not keen then, may be, 1 should do it for your
sakes. Bt why do you call it a fast? Doa't you have gaps
between your main meals 7 You have a gap of twelve hours,
so consider that | leave a gap of forty-eight hours and that »
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all. Nevertheless since you say so, | shall keep your words
n mind and this rule may be changed in good time."

Jogibhai, Dr. Joshi and others had come to Simla on
this occasion. Much to the disappointment of the people of
Simia and to the joy of those from Solon, Mataji chose to
g0 down to Solon after a couple of days. It was apparent
that she had no khepdle to stay there cither. One day she
askod Bholanath, ““Where shall we go now " He had mo
suggestions to make, so she said, “In that case 1 shall follow
my kheydla.” Then she asked Bhaiji, “Where would you like
10 stay in the meantime ?" The question made it clear that
he was not to accompany her on her travels. Since be also
had nothing to say to the question, Mataji arranged for him
to remain in Solon until further notice.

Mataji with ber depleted party arrived in Vindhyachal.
More drastic changes were made by her. She seat Swami
Akbandamanda to stay in the mew Ashram st Kishenpur,
while Didi was put in charge at Vindhyachal. This was a mew
experience for Didi.  Since leaving hame she had never stayed
alone or been without the guardianship of her father. Mataji
now said to her, “You must learn to be independent and also
to travel alone and without escorts.  You have chosen this way
of life, so you must get used to being on your own." Mataji,
however, somewhat softencd the impact of the changes by
arranging that a reliable fomily servant would stay ot band, in
case Didi were obliged to undertake a journey later on.

In the last week of July 1936 Mataji and Bholanath left
for Calcutta. From there Mataji pad a short viit to
Rajshahi. Bholanath had been suffering from a pain m the
stomach for some time. Mataji prevailed upon him to stay
at his sister’s place and get himself examined and treated
propecly by the doctors in Calcutta.
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Mataji then went to Serampore sccompanied by a large
ctowd of devotees. She asked cveryone to return to Calcutta
the same evening. Only Kamal (Atal Behari Bhattacharya's
nephew from Rajshahi) and Virajmohini' remained with her,
Kama! was a newcomer., Virajmohini had been travelling
in Mataji's company for some time. She was a widow and
since the marriage of her two daughters comsidered herself
entitled to a life of renunciation. She wished to devote
herself to sédhand and had come to Mataji for this purpose.
Virajmohinl was & woman of good sensc and dignity of
manner. Her ready appreciation of the unusual must have
stood her in good stcad because Mataji now started ona
course of incognito travel accompanied by Virajmokini only,
as Kamal also was sent back after a few days. Bholanath
wrote to all concerned that it was Mataji’s khepdla to move
about by hersell and that nobody should try to fiad out
where She was or go and join ber in case anyone learnt about
ber whereabouts accidentally, and that she would come back
10 them in her own time. Mataji left Serampore with Kamal
and Virajmohini on August 3, 1936,

graadmother,
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Chapter Seven

MATAJI TRAVELS INCOGNITO

Mataji bad twice before travelled incogaito, so although
this kheydla was imexplicable to cveryone, yet they were
getting accustomed to it,  Didi, liviag in solitude on top of
the Ashtabhuja Hill in Viadbyachal, had plenty of time to
meditate on this phenomenon,. She came 10 know that Mataji
had left Calcotta without even a chasge of clothes or a
tumbler for drinking water. It almost broke Didi's heart to
think that Mataji should again and again go away from
the midst of an eager crowd who were ready to serve her
to the best of their ability, and that she should dispense
with such clementary comforts as a change of clothes and
equipment.

If Mataji chose to wander around in the guise of a mendi-
cant, then there was nothing for any of them to do, bat
simply devote their entire energy to the way of sadhand taught
by her. Perhaps Mataji acted im this way to bring to the
fore the mood of detachment from the world for all who
wished for spiritual guidance from her. It was unbearable
to think that Mataji might perhaps be in need of money or
shelter or food or possibly even some little personal service.
A prey to such disturbing thoughts, Didi speat the few months
of her exile patiently and with fortitude. At the end of it
she even felt that Mataji kaew best because Didi had not had
a very difficult time after all. As a matter of fact she had
begun to experience a kind of joy in her lonely, out-of-the-way
retreat for sddhand,
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After three months Didi and also others who were waiting
for mews of Mataji received 1he glad tidings that she was in
Tarapeeth and cveryone who wished could join her there.
Within a couple of days Tarapeeth saw the multitude of
devotees arriving from far and near. With great cagerness
they made enquiries from Virajmohini about Mataji's travels
during the preceding moaths. How did they manage, who
gave them monecy, where did they stay, were they put (o any
difficulties ; these and many similar questions were asked
from all sides. Vieajmohini tried her best to satisfy everyone.
Although she had not had much money with her when they
started sde never ran short of it; there bad been invariably
someone who would purchase tickets or buy fruits ete. for
them. She had always managed 10 prepare their simple meals,
at times nothing more than some boiled vegetables and most
oftea a littke mifk and fruit, Mataji had been recognised in
a few of the towns, but she would then immediately leave.
From Virajmohini's accounts the following itimerary was
pieced together by the lsteners :

Mataji's  first destination had been Puri. Triguna
Chakravarty, not being reconciled to Mataji's adoption of
complete destitution, quietly gave Virnjmohini = blanket and
a dhoti for Mataji. At the Railway station another devotee
presented a beautiful sari which Virajmohini bundled up with
her own meagre effects. In Puri they put up at the Goenka
dharamidla. The rooms being occopied, they stayed om the
open verandah. At the time of going out to visit the temples,
Virajmohini left her few belongings with a family in a
nearby room. When oa their return she went to collect her
things, the lady asked if she would sell the sari to her. Since
both Mataji and Virajmohini were dressed in dhotis, she
thought the sari would be of no use to them. Virajmohini,
however, refused the offer, saying it was & gift and could not
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be sold, Thereupon Mataji Berself entered into the spinit of
the discussion and with some difficulty persuaded the lady
10 sccept the sari as a gift from her. She became their
davghter and said that a daughter bad every right to present a
sari to her mother. Next day Mataji's mew mother brought
ber a dhoti as a gift, 50 that now Mataji had a change of
cluthes,

While she was strolling on the beach. & yousg boy
fecognised ber as the '‘Ma of Dacca,” and ran off 10 iaform
Makban Babu of Jatia Baba's ashram. On ber return 0 the
dharamidlo, Mataji remarked, “I see Makhan Babu with a
lantern in his hand, Jooking for me.” After a while Makban
Babe arrived carrying a lantern : be had gone to the
beach to look for Mataji and had been wandering around
m scarch of her. He was joyful at having found ber at
Goenka's.

At Puri, the meeting of Shyamdas Babaji and Mataji was
of some significance. Shyamdas Babaji was an old man,
devoted to his sidhami and had been living in retirement in
Puri for a long time. A few months carlier he had suddenly
become very keen to have doriane of Mataji, Although his
health was not good, be had made eaguiries about Mataji's
whereabouts with a view to going 10 Dehradun if necessary.
One of his acquaintances secing this uncharacteristic agitation
on his part remonstrated with him saying, “How is it that
you have become so disturbed about this dariena, you who
are so steadfastly established in your own wayof life? If
Mata Anandamayi is all that they say she is, then, T am sure
she will come to your hut to give you darfama.” Now this
15 exactly what happened. Mataji went to see this old man
on the brink of death. His urgeat desire for darfane was
fulfilled through the most uncxpected concurrence of events.
May be Mataji had gone to Puri for this reason alone ?
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From Puri Mataji went to Bhuvaseshwar, After visiting
Gomoh, Adra and other nearby places Mataji undertook the
loag journcy to Agra in Uttar Pradesh.

At Agra Mataji asked Kamal how much moncy be had.
On learning that he bad Rs. 10/« only, she told bim to purchase
a ticket for Calcutta and return home. He tried to plead
with her to allow him to stay on but all to no purpose. With
Kamal was sent back the surplus baggage which they had
acquired en route, because Virajmohini had purchased one or
two small uteasils at Puri. Mataji cut a piece of about 5§
feet in Jemgth and 2 ft. in width out of the blanket which bad
becn given her. She kept this piece of blanket, one dhoti
and 2 lota; Virajmohini was similarly equipped. Leaving
them in this state of freedom from cocembrances, Kamal
departed for Cakutta from Mathura, where they had gone
from Agra. He was able to inform everyome at Calcutta about
Mataji's welfare up to the time he had left ber.

Mataji and Virajmohini, after sceing off Kamal at the
Railway Station, retursed to the city and sat oa the river bank.
As they had already stayed ia the diveramidia for three days they
had vacated it as is the custom for pilgrims. N, P. Chatteryi,
the only soa of Manmatha N. Chatterji of Dehradun, was in
Mathura at this time but Mataji did not have the Akeydla to
inform him of her presence in the city, Virsjmohini purchased
some fruks and after washing them in the river, gave them
to Mataji to eat. It may be recalled that for many years
Mataji bad not caten with her own fingers ; somebody ¢lse
fed her like a child. In general Didi performed this service
when with Mataji or anybody cise did. The passersby,
seelng a grown-up person being fed by amother stopped to
watch the spectacle and a few were highly amused. Matayi
laughed to see their amusement, and so they went away think-
ing that she was a mad woman. When it became dark Mataji
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msked Viraymohini if she would not be afrad 10 spead the
night in the open. Before she could answer, a Kashmiri
gentleman who happened to pass by, was thunderstruck to sce
Mataji and Virajmobmi., He was known to Mataji. He
congratulated himself again and again on this chance
encounter and wished to take them to his house. Since
leaving Dacca Mataji bad not entered any living quarters but
had always stayed in inns, temples or open verandabs. So
for this might also Mataji was accommodated in a temple
pearby. Next morning she proceeded to Vremdaban and put
up at the Burdwan dheramslli, whose manager Jogeodranath
was well-known to her. The very next day she started for
Agra but on the way decided to go to Etawah. At Tundla
Jmcliu..a young man said to her, “Ma, I have scea you im
Sultanpur. Please come with me to Sultanpur now.” On
learning that they bad tickets for Etawah, he went to the
Ticket Office and got them changed for Sultanpur.

At Aflahabad they changed trains for going 1o Sultanpur.
Mataji and Virajmohini were in a ladies’ compartment. A
Muslim woman got in at Pratapgarh, In the time-worn
fashion of Indians she immediately wanted to know everything
about her feliow travellers. She asked Mataj, "“How many
children do you have 7" Mazaji replied, "I am myself your
child (daccha), how should I have children 7" The woman
appeared much struck by this answer and within a short time
they were deep in conversation about many matters. Viraj-
mohini had purchased a toy for Mataji from ope of the
vendors. Mataji had been fiddling with this for some time.
Now she gave it to the womaa saying, ““Keep this toy safely
for me.” The woman started shedding tears when her
station came. She gave her address to Mataji and requested
her to meet her again. Within this short time Mataji had
scquired another “pareat’.

n



CHAFTEN SBVES MATAM TRAVELS INCOGXTTO

In Seltanpur Viraymohini got in touch with Dr. Rama
Sharma, Sevaji's sister, who was maturally happy to get this
uncxpected visit from Mataji. The mext day while walking
toward the river they saw a passenger bus. On enquiry they
were told it was bound for Ayodhya: so Mataji had the
kheyila to go there.

In Ayodhys Mataji stayed for a week in a temple, before
her presence became koown to the host of devotees living i
the town. The elation of the devotees was short-Hved because
Mataji almost immediately left for Lucknow. I the train
& lawyer from Barabanki came to know ber wleatity and
requested her to come to Barabanki. She suid she woeld keep
it in mind. From Lucknow Mataji went to Etawah where
she remained for nearly tweaty-five days. Dr. Pitambar Pamt
beinf informed of her arrival, made available to her a newly
built room pear the temple of Daooji. Every cvening he and
some of his friends would visit her and listen to her aniywers
to their questions regarding spiritual life. Ia Fiawah Matajs
very often used to go and sit with a gypsy family living on
the bank of the river. They were extremely poor. They
would spread a papaya leaf for Mataji to sit on, Within this
short time they became very attached (o her,

As s00n as crowds started assembling, Mataji left Etawah.
She weat to Naimisaranya, and then to Lucknow. After
cight days in Lucknow, a few people came to know about her
presence there, She then went on (o Barabanki, and
Virajmohini contacted the lawyer who had tavited her. He
was extremely bappy 10 make arrangements for her. He and
his friends bad many philosophical discussions with Mataji
during the four days she remained there.

From Barabanki Mataji and Viraimohini proceeded to
Bareilly, They pat up at the dharamidic which is situated very
close to the Railway Station. Virajmohini, then set out to
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locate Maharatan who cmbraced her warmly for bringing mot
only mews of Matajl but Mataji herself to Bareilly,

Maharatan could 8ot be reconciled 10 Matsji's Khesdla of
living a life of meadicancy. She immediately purchased a
number of woollen clothes as well as blankets for Mataji and
Virajmohini. Bareilly being ncar the mountains is a bit
cooler than other citics of the plains. Mataji however did
not give wp her piece of blanket which sbe would spread
underneath the new bedding. After a fow days she said,
“Now that we have so many warm clothes and blankets, let
us make use of them. We shall go to Nainital.”

At Naioital they were met by Krishnaram Panth at the
bus-stop. By the merest chance be happened to be present
there and was amazed to see Mataji getting off from the bus.
This time Mataji stayed at the temple of Naina Devi. Since
this was the time of the annual Durgd Poja (Navardtri) many
people who visited the temple, came to know about Mataji.
One day Mataji made Virajmohini perform kumiri-pipl there.
Just on the eve of Durgd Poja Mataji left Nainital and went
to Agra passing through Bareilly again. While she was
riding in a tonga from the station to a place called Shyama-
kutir, Birendra C. Mukerji's son saw her from a distance.
He was on a bicycle © catching up with her he said, “Now
at last you are caught. I shan't let you out of my sight.
Twice it scems you have come and gonc away without
informing us.”

He was then pursuaded to go home and iaform his father.
Thus Bireadra C. Mukerjee, Dr. Bhargava and many others
got the opportunity of emjoying the presence of Mataji in
their midst. Matsji did not stay more than two days. She
went on to Delbi and thea to Lahore. After one day in
Labore, where she visited tbe Kalibird, Mataji left for
Amritsar, and from there went to Garhmukteshwar via
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Meerut. Mataji bad allowed a young man, Manik, 10 accom-
pany her on this tour but he was sent back from this town
where she stayed for fifteon days. From Garhmukteshwar,
Mataji went to Sultanpur, Ayodhya and Fyzabad, As previ-
ously, she would leave a place as woon as the local devotees
came to know of her presence and started clustering round
her. From Fyzabad Mataji came to Deoghar. Although
Prankumar Babu was in Deoghar and would have been beside
himself with joy to sec Mataji, she stayed quietly in a
dharamidls without informing him.

In the next room of the dharamid/a a woman had a sudden
attack of some kind of seizure. The manager, sympathising
with the husband in this trouble, advised him to approach
‘a Matzji' who was staying in the next room. The man came
and knocked at the door, When Virajmohini understood his
request she answered with some ansoyance that Mataji wa
not a doctor and would say nothing about such illnesses.
The man thrust past her and falling at Mataji's feet prayed
pitiously 10 ber to do something for his wife. Ma said to
Virajmohini, “Let us go and sec what the matter is.” The
woman in the next room appearcd 1o be very ill.  Her lips
were bluish and her hands and feet cold. She was trembling
uncontrollably. After watching ber for some time Mataji
asked Virajmohini to peepare some fruit juice for her which
the woman was given 10 dnink. Mataji had the window
opened and after secing the patient lying comfortably in bed
she came away to her room. The next morning the woman
was quite normal and well, much to the surprise of
Virajmohini who had not expected her 10 recover so soon.

From Deoghar Ma had gone to Tarapeeth. Mataji had
travelled without a retinue for about four months ; now she
was surrounded by a huge entourage but it was all the same
to ber. Like an expert gemeral she moved her army of
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devotees from place to place travelling lightly. The midday
meal was cooked in one big pot which contained every kind
of vegetablke and rice and pulses. This meal could be served
and consumed quickly and the cleaning up accomplished
casily. Eddies of people wurrounded Mataj, Some were
newcomers grecting her om arrival ; those who had sayed for
a day or two were going awny and biddmg her farewell.

In this manner, Mataji moved towards Assam in the begin-
ning of December 1936, They crossed a river by steamer and
boarded a train at Pandughat for Didrugarh. This time Didi.
Akhandipanda and Bholsnath travelled with Mataji in addi-
tion (o Virajmokini Didi was happy to receive back her
right to perform little personal services 1o Mataji,

While the train was standing on the platform, Mataji
looked out of the window and saw a young boy walking along
the railway track with books under his arm. She asked him
to come into her compartment. He was a very well behaved
child and scemed to be intelligent also. Mataji entered into
friendly conversation with him. His name was Mukal Datta
and he was the son of a Railway worker, He and other boys
and gicls of the Railway yard went every day to their school
in Gauhati by this train. Now his friends seeing him in the
compartment had climbed into it and all of them were con-
versing with Mataji as with & ffiend of long standing. After
a while she said to them, “All of you must think of God
every day for a while. He has many forms and many names.
You can choose any one you like. Tell me, which Name do
you like best Many names were mentioned ; Hari, Rama,
Lakshmi, Saraswati, Siva, ete. Two of the boys turncd out
to be Muslims and said “Allah”. To all of them Mataji said,
“Take a pew copy-book. Write the name of your choice
five times, ten times or twelve times (in accordance with their
age) every day. This you must do the first thing in the
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morning afler you wash your hands and face, ctc. When the
copy-book is full, consign it to the river in the name of God
and start another one. Can you do this

All the girls and boys readily agreed and as they got off
the train at Gauhati they asked Mataji to let them know when
she would return. They said they all lived near the station
and would hear if called aloud by name. Mataji asked Didi
10 note down their names and keep the list with her,

Mataji’s tour of Assam took the usual form of travels
undertaken by her, People gathered round her, sometimes
there would be kirtana ; at other times Mataji would answer
questions for loag hours, Didi would cook large meals for
impromptu gatherings and everybody would feel uplifted out
of their ordinary way of life and glimpse a ncw dimeunsion of
worthwhile endeavour to undertake. In Dibrugarh also Matap
addressed a group of girls and boys and told them to write
the names of God in new copy-books, At Mataji's suggestion
Didi purchased a dozes such note-books and wrote the
oame of the child on the book gihen to him or her. They
in turn asked Didi to write Mataji’s name as the first pame
in their books, which sbe did as well. Since Mataj was
staying in Dibrugarh, the children brought their copy-books
to her next day to show her the writtea Names.

Mataji weat up to Shillong visiting many places en roule.
Sho returned to Pandughat after a week orso. Virajmohini
had Jeft Mataji's party to be with her daughter and son-in-law
at Nougaon for acouple of days. She was already awaiting
Mataji's party at the steamer-ghat. On seccing her the school
children came runniog, thinking Mataji had come with bher.
When they heard that Mataji was expected by the motor
route they ran off to the bus stand and eagerly scanned the
faces of the tourists as they descended from cars and buses.
It was late whea Mataji arrived, The disappointed children
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were not there. On hoaring from Virajmohini that they
MMM&MMWMMM&&AMM
and Bbolanath went to the Railway yard and tried to find
them, but Didi bad unfortunately mislaid the list of names
and they could not be located. It was time for Mataji and
her party 1o embark on the steamer so they could not devote
more time to the search. Jost before they left Mataji beck-
oned to a young man standing at a distance. At his approach
she asked him if he knewa boy called Mukul Datta, the
son of one of the Railway workers. He replied that he did.
Mataji then left a message for the children saying that she
had come and looked for them but because time was short
she had bad to leave without waiting to see them.

From Assam Matajl went 10 Rajshahi and from there
to Calcutta where she remained at the Railway Station to
wait for the train to Navadweep. From all those who had
gathered round her two young girh, Kamala ( Jogesh
Brahmachariji's widowed nicce ) and Juthika (Bunidi), at the
very last moment boarded the train to go with her, They
had no change of clothes or baggage with them, but were
quite carefree knowing that somehow everything would turn
out just right if they were with Matsji. Innumerable times
dozens of people have travelled like this with Mataji, taking
8 lagt moment decision 10 go with her. It cannot be sald
that anybody hkas becn put 0 any incomvenience on this
account and thus the families of the travellers do not think
that this should cause any anciety.

Mataji stayed in Navadweep over the Christmas holidsys.
Groups of families could gather thece because it was vacation
time for everyome. They accompanicd her to the temples,
sometimes thoy went down the river singing kirtama in a feet
of boats, The evenings were ipent in holding discussions
on many subjects, everyone waiting to hear how Mataji
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Chapter Eight
“SACCIDANANDA™

Ramna Ashram came alive. It had been decorated 1o
welcome her.  As before, the people of Dacca susrounded her
at all times and it seemed they could not gaze their il at her.
One lady, referring 1o Mataji's short visits and long periods
of absence, remarked sadly, “Ma you do not love us anymore. "
Mataji laughed and said, “Is that 50?7 The truth is that
whether you love me or not, I cannot do without you."™

The lady said, “Ma, how can that be. 1 have w0 many
sufferings to endure.”

“That is very good indeed 1

“Why, is it your wish that it should be so ™

“To be embodied means to endure the good as well as
the bad. So whencver you encounter discases, bereavements

with the body. If you sprinkle them on water they mingle
and become identified with the Water. What does this mean 7
That there is no More tension or straining after incompatible
things. Bohgoueinspkitwim the world one s at peace,
Whatever comes about i 1o be accepted without violent
reactions. That is why I say suffering is good.”

1 A
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Mataji's perpetual travels bad at Jeast taught her people
one lesson ; they neitber expected ber to stay for Jong where-
ever she was, nor did they try to restrain ber when she was
ready to depart. So after a few days the devotees of Dacea
bade her a sad farewell. Mataji went to Vindhyachal and
then to Varanasi. By this tme she could converse quite well
in Hindi and answered many questions put to her by the
people of Varanasi. One young student asked hor & *"Mataji,
is it not true that Tulsidas was a great Ahakie (devout person)
as well as a jida/ (man of wisdom) T

“Surcly.”

“It 15 related that when God appeared to him as Krishna,
he said, 'l dom't want to sce you as Krishna but as Rama.’
What kind of wisdom is this T Are the two not the same

“Exactly. Tulsidas would not have sald what he did had
be thought otherwise. Morcover as a devotee he capressed
his yeamning for the vision of the form whick he adored. So
you see he was both a bhekro -and a JAdel”  This anywer
greatly satisfied the young scholar.

From Varanasi Mataji again went back to Bengal, or
rather what is now Bangladesh. She travelled through Chand-
pur, Chattagram, Scetakund, Cox's Bazar, ete. At this time
Sbe became widely known in these plasces. She had been
there previously but then she had not been 1o well known.,
People from all strata of society flocked round ber day and
night wherever she was, When the men and children wemt
away to their offices and schools, it was time for their wives
and mothers, [n every town a similar pattern would be
repeated, Often Mataji would be sitting in one place for
long hours, just because nobody realised that this was so.
One set of people would be replaced by anotber.  The new-
comers would think that they were Jucky to find her sitting
outside. Since Mataji was still eating on alternate days oaly,




Talking to a group of men, she said one day, “The money
that you earn has a way of gctting spent as well. That which
remains forever inexbaustible i real ‘wealth'. Therefore
sidhand alone is true wealth.”

An emineat lawyer of this town said, “I think I bave lost
completely the secret of this ‘wealth’ ™

"The feeling that you have lost it, shows that it is aot
0. That which is allcomprebensive cammot be lost. The
fact that we are not happy with partial truth shows that we
yeara for completo Truth. You must put your trust in some-
body and surrender yourself to this undertaking. There is
not much time to lose.”

"“The ego is a great obstacle. 1 do not think I can surren-
der to anybody. 1 don't find anybody to whom [ can
sarrender.  What i 1o be done 7

“If God alone s the one true Reality thea it matters not
in whom you place your trust. It is given to God aloge.”

“Itis too late for me. There is mo time for me mow to
remder full account.”

Mataji sat up and said forcefully, * Do not say, ‘It s too
late’. It never . Why do you despair * Who knows at
what moment in ome's life one may encounter the Divine *
Why do you say, ‘I cannot”? Why don't you say, */ shall
do it [ take hold of rthis here and mow.' Grasp something
firmly and stay with it steadfastly. Nothing at all is
impossible in God's creation. Take beart and start mow.”

In such simple words as these Mataji isstilied into the
hearts of the people & desire for spiritual uplifiment, Those
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who had never thought of sddhand, now found their attention
deawn to it. In Mataji’'s presence the findmg of God's grace
in human life seemed an easy accomplishment.

There was a school in the vicinity of Mataji's house in
Cox's Bazar. The children, whenever free (before or after
school or during tiffia-break), would come running 1o Mataji
They would walk with her on the ses-shore and gather
cowrie-shells for her. Mataji, ome day, said to them, “Let
us play a game with these cowric-shells. The same of the
game will be Saccidimanda™ The rules of the game were
formulated by Mataji berself. There would be two
teams of cqual numbers of players, sitting alterpately in
a circle. Each player was entitled to a throw of seven
cowrig-abells, If there were three facing wp then the score
was ‘ser” . i five thes “cir’ and ‘dnonds’ would need all the
seven cowries facisg up. The team which arrived at say, cir
and dranda in this order would win.  If onc gained dmandy
before sat and ¢ir or cif before sor then it would stand
cancelled.  The team to win would sing Kirfana and the
losing ome would sit aside and do japa 108 times before
joiming in the kirrana.’

Usually Mataji and Baolanstk would be the two team
leaders. Counts would be kept very carefully. Somectimes
grave costroversies arose which meeded to be settled by the
team leaders, Even grown ups became like children when
they participated in the game.  As soon as peighbours heard
the sound of sioging they would know that the children
were playing 'Sacciddeanda® with Mataji on the seashore.

Mataji stayved over a month at Cox's Bazar. Then,
travelling through neacby places and via Calcutta, she alighted

L Thic is from my eecollections of the game which we &3 (hilkleen
played wirh Mamajl aod Bholsnath. It s pomsidle that it may have had
more nades which were needed 10 settle Gaputes of proper reckonings,

82




HACDIDANANDA CHAPTER BIGHT

in Bareilly, in Uttar Pradesh on April 2, 1937, Mataji had
become quite well-known there. The pattern of social life
was a little difforent in the towns of the UP. The women
had clubs of their own, and some of them drove their own
cars. They took Mataji to their gatherings and these visits
were great festivals for the whole community. Dressed in
bright clothes and decked with flowers they would sing and
dance around Mataji to welcome her.  The men would come
10 the dbaramsidld in the evening after office hours.

A new devotee, Bindu's mother, would be with Mataji
the whole afternoon and retorn bome just before it was time
for her husband and children to come back from the office
and schools. One day Mataji said to her, “One should
try to keep ooe's mind constantly on God, just in the way
your eyes return again and again to the clock on the wall,
The mind also must be brought back repeatedly to the same
point whenever it & distracted away from it.”  Bindu's
mother was a little embarrassed but alvwo very happy that
Mataji had taken motice of her in the midst of a throng of
women. [t may be said that these words were carried out
by bor faithfully in later life and acted like a sheet-anchor
through many vicissitudes.

Mataji procecded to Nainital from Bareilly. There she
put up in o dharamddd.  All visitors along with the inevitable
crowd of children were introduced to the game of seceidd-
mands. Many adults who had never before repeated the
Names of God aloud in song or silently in apa, were initinted
mnto these rituals through the medium of the game,

At Nainital Mataji bad a visicor from the USA., Mrs
Jennings'. This lady had written for anm interview and had

M kmmcm 10 attend the Intercatiosal Pasliesrest of

w.m.' Mid uader 1 of (he Sl Ramkrihna Cestenary
Mmlﬂ-@l-‘l’ Calcutta,
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beea asked to come to Nainital. Mrs Jennings soon became
quite attached 1o Mataji. Bhaiji interpreted for her and she
would hold long conversations with Mataji about her spiritual
life. In the company of Mrs. Jeamings, Mataji travelled to
Almora and back to Nainital in u bus hired for the purpose
by the American Iady.

In Almora Mataji stayed at the temple of Nanda Devi
On her arrival a group of young girls introduced themselves
as students. From far-off villages in the Himalayas they had
come to Almora 1o study. One or two girls came from a
village at the foot-hill of the sacred Mountain Kailasha, [s
a few minutes they became great friemds with Mataji and
invited her to come to Kailusha with them. Now Bholanath
had for long entertained & wish to undertake this most
harardous of pilgrimages. He became so fired by enthusiasm
that he was ready to leave the same night. He was, however,
prevailed upon to abandon the scheme, as roads remained
unnegotiabie before Jupe. It was decided to take up the
matter again after the celebration of Mataji's birthday in May.

The group of girls became very close 1o Mataji. They
called themselves ‘cakhis’ or ‘sohells’ (friends) of Mataji and
were known as such to other devotees. Because of their
number they were called the ashtg-sokhis (eight-friends) of
Mataji. They had a special song for doing drerf to Mataji
which is now yung in all the ashrams by everyone, although
many may not know from where the song originated.

Mataji returned to Nainital and then to Bareilly. From
there Mrs. Jennings left for her country. Before her depar-
ture she tried to communicate her own thoughts 1o the other
companions of Mataji :

“l am mot able to talk to you about Ma. But it is my
personal experience that Ma knows our ismermost thoughts.
If we can attain one-pointedness towards ber in our bearts,

AL




BACCIDANAN A CNAPTER C1ouy

thes we are sure to feel her fesponse. I am convinced of
ahbcanulhve.ul W2y, expericnced e Whether 1 am
in India, America or England, ¢ matters livde. I believe

Mataji's fumily,

Mataji did not stay loag im Barcilly this time. She Jeft
for Calcutta on May 2nd, op her way to Jamshedpur, Many
of the towns people stayed awpke the whole might at the
dharemidli 10 see ber off at the station at dawn. In those
days Matuji did not bave any special ro0m of even place
to hersell. Digj would spread a folded blanket in one cormer
of the main ball for her 10 sit on. Ay night Mataji would
lie down on this aarrow bed-roll. She was nearly always
surrounded by women who, unable to tear themselves away
and go home, would improvise mats or some such things,
and lic down near Mataji for the nighs. The mea lollowed
a similar pattern, trying to skeep on the verandah or in pearby
rooms. Travellers kept commg and koiog (as this was o
diaramids), picking their way between the sleeping forms.
Everybody in India is familiar with this scene.

From Jamshed pus Mataji went 1o Calcutta and then 1o
Dacca om May 19, 1937, This was Bhaiji's and Bholanath's
last visit to Dacca, although nobody conld foresee this at the
time. Mataiji's birthday celebrations were observed with
& much ceremony as cogld be comtrived by the devolees
of Dacca.  After five years they had the oppoctunity of
celebrating this festival of all festivals for them jn the presence
of Mataji.

On leaving Dacca Mataji travelled back towards Nainital
MAlnonbemuhhdb«ndeddcdlhntbqu
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Himalayas were walting in Almora to sccompany them.
This was the last pilgrimage for Bhaiji who passed away in
Almora on their return from the journey.

At that time Kailasha (22,000 ft. above sea level) was
still accessible from India. It is located im what then was
independent Tibet under the rule of the Dalai Lama. It
approximatcly 240 miles from Almora. The jourpey was
considered nrduous because for people of the plains to walk
on great heights without training and habitwation was difficolt
in the extreme. Kailasha for all Hindux is the visible emblem
of the abode of Siva, The pilgrimage consists in going round
the Mountain in a parikrame (spprovimately 60 miles) and
then bathing in the waters of the lake Gaurikunda (18,400 ).
Kailasha lay 20 miles beyond, towering over the famous lake
Manas-Sarovar (appex. 15,000 fi). This beastious site has
inspired the imagimation of poets and the admiration ol
travellers ever since the time of the ancient epics. This
location is sacred to the Buddhists also : as such it has been
the habitation of ascetics of both faiths for the last husdreds
of centuries. FEvery year a few hardy and venturesome
pilgrims undertook this pilgrimage to the snow-bound Hima-
layas for & dariana (sight) of the Holy Mountain.

This journey, ordinarily, would mot have entered the
consideration of Mataji's companions, but for the coincidence
of her visits to Almora at that time. As writlen carlicr many
young people from ihe hinteriand of Almora came 1o the
town every year (o porse bigher studics. Some of these
students had become very attached to Mataji and Bholanath.
One such student, a married young woman, Parvati, was
specially devoted to them and had broached the idea of a
journey to Kailashs, promusiog to ewcort them since her own
home was not distamt from the Holy Mountaim. Other
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students belonging to Garbyang, a wayside statios of some
importance, leot their support to the scheme. The young
people would be returning home in June and enthusiastxcally
promoted the idea of the pilgrimage, so they too would have
the chance to accompany Mataji for at least part of the way.

In response to all these circumstances Mataji returned 10
Almora on June 10, 1937. The students from the villages
i the Himalayas were cagerly awaitiog ber. Many devotees
from Cakutts, Dehradun and Delhi came to Almora with ber
to sce her off on this venture. Everybody bhad some advice
1o give on equipment and otber mecessities for the journey.
Clothes suited to riding on mountain-ponies were ordered.
All manner of miscellancous items were piling ep in Didis
baggage. .

The details of this remiarkable journey made especislly
memorable for the devotees by the event of Bhaiji's death at
the end of i, have been preserved in Didi's diary, which she
contrived to write cven under very trylng conditions. 1( was
a task of love and devotion with Didi to write cvery day
regarding Mataji's activities , thus these valuable records
have been made available 1o us. The only drawback is that
Didi was not always in a position 10 be pear Mataji, thus
much of what happened, occurred outside her ken.  This was
%0 because on Didi's shoulders fell the task of cooking and
serving food to Mataji's party. It should be stated bere that
in Mataji's following all orthodox rules of cooking and serving
food are observed. This saturally took wp much of Didi's
time. Ordinarily, pilgrims eat at wayside taverns and carry
food with them as well, but this was oot feasible for Mataji's
party.

Whenever possible Didi cooked for the entire party which
(la addition to Mataji and Bholanath) consisted of Swami
Akhandananda (Didi's father), Bhaiji, Dasudads from
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Varanasi, Tunu from Cakuita aod Swamiji's attendant,
Keshava Singh,  Although Didi received help from everybody
she was, #0 to say, in charge of this aspect of the pilgrimage.
In spite of this preoccupation, Didi has wnitten a compara-
tively full trave! sccount of this pilgrimage. For the next
four chapters therefore, Didi's language has been rendered
into Eoglish so that the reader may approach as close 10 the
events of the time as possible.’

Didi’s accounts, as always, are prosaic and down (o caribh
Reading her refreshingly fast movieg travelogue onc cunnot
but get the impression that Mataji was still looked upon as
the cemtre of a special groop. It was true that the circle of
Mataji's family had expanded many times since the days at
Dacca yet the miracle of her presence continued to be novel
and mysterious for these early devotces. They would bave
thooght it & presumption to offer explanations of Mataji's
way of life and so, they made no move 1o communicate with
outsiders. Didi views with isterest and understandieg the
attraction others feel for Mataji but there is here no atiempt
at guiding them to a better appreciation of her personality.
Didi was content to be In a position 1o serve Mataji and be
an onlooker of her “IN&™, as it were,

”




Chapter Nine
THE PILGRIMAGE TO KAILASHA
From Didl’s Diary

Thursday, Juse 10th : We Bave arrived in Almora.

Arrangements are being loalised for our jourmey to
Katlasha, Nagenda from Calcutta, Narenda and Juthika from
Delbl and also Mrs. Dwarka Peasad from Bareilly are here
10 se¢ us off. Hari Ram Joshi sed Maonik are also with us,
The Bengali devotees are not at all happy with this scheme and
are expressing doubts about its feassbility ; whercas the people
of this region are very enthusiastic and encouragng. Parvati
and the otber girls from the mountains will accompany us.

Friday, Saturday, June 1ith, 12th

I feel dizzy to look at the pile of necessities which are
accomulatiog as our baggage. Water proofs, rubber sbeets,
snow glasses, warm clothes, torches, lanterns, all kinds of
antidotes for breathlessness and dizziness and also dry fruits
and other food staff for days on which no cooking will be
possiblc—and a hundred other things— the list seems unending.
For many years now | bave been used to carrying the mini-
mum of persopal belongings only ; | could mot see bow
Icould deal with the pile of luggage. Moreover all these
things have to be organised into portable weights. Each
coolic (porter) would carry not more than 25 scers (approxi-
mately 50 Ibs), so the boxes and knapsacks have to be weighed
very carefully. At my wits’ end with this problem 1 requested
Ma to come and sit in the room where we were doing the
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packing. Following her suggestions, we accomplished the
task im no time at all, it seemed to me, and none of the
boxes had to be repacked when they were weighed. The job
I had been dreading was not so difficult after all

Sunday, June 13th

Today we started on our pilgrimage to Kallasha The
devolees who had travelled with ws from Caleutto, Varanasi,
and others who had come to see us off, bade Mataji a sad
furewell.  Our party consisted (apart from Ma and Bholanath)
of Swamiji', Bhaiji, Dasu Babu from Varsmasi, Tunu® and
Keshava Singh, our servant. There are about & dozen porters
to curry the bagguge. It was considered advisable for us
o engage a few dandecs as well There is ose old man
(Swamiji) in our party and Bhaiji is not enjoymg good health,
besides mone of us is used (o mountsinclimbing, so it was
felt that doadees® should be at hand in case they were needed
There are 25 coolies for the five damdecs us cach crew of
four is accompanied by a fith man as relief. The porters
are 1o be paid Re, 1/- per day,

Startiog at 8 a.m. we arrived by 11 o'clock at Barchhinag,
& distance of shout 8 miles only. The natural scenmery is
very beautiful.  After resting for o while, we proceeded
further for our overnight's stay to Dhawalchina, which is
about five and a half miles from Barchhina. [ cooked a
meal in the open and we spent the night on the open verandah
of the Dak-bungalow.*

1. Swam Aklaadanands, DT father.

L Prankumasdabu's 300, who may be better remembered wne
o Bunidi's wscle, 4 ; -

L Asort of chale of casvas and wood, swiaging § between
dhaiks carried by four CooMs ¢ thelr ShOSRITS. - -
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Moaday. June 14th

We made an early start a1 Sin the morning. We had
found the sun o hot for walking in comfort and wanted
1o avold the afternoon heat, We made midday camp a1
Sheraghat, a distance of about ¢leven miles from Dhawalkchina.
The river Saraju fows alongside the road. The surrounding
scenery is picteresque. Tall trees provide pleoty of shade.
S0 we cooked and ate under the trees and rested there in the
aftcravon.  The coolies also cooked and ate their meals and
rested for & while.

We had occasionally come scross small shops where we
could bey pulses, rice, ghee and salt.  We are 10ld that none
of these things will be available as we climb higher. We
have brought with uy dry fruits, black pepper-powder,
tamarind, pickles, roasted gram powder and other items that
various knowledgeable people advised us to keep with uy.

Bholanath seems full of energy and has walked ahead of
the party most of the time. Ma and Swamiji alio have
walked some miles.  Only Bhaisi and [ hate gsed our dandees,
Our concern for Swamiji because of his age, seems unfounded.
He is 50 far quite equal to the slowly climbing walk.

We started again at Ipm and at sundown camped at »
place called Ganoi, about 7 miles from Sheraghat. We have
brought with us permits for staying at dak-bungalows along
this route, o we could put up at the official quarter here
and have a comfortable night's rest.

Parvati told us today of & dream she bad almost five years
ago and of which sbe was reminded now. She had dreamt that
she was going on a jourpey in the company of strasge people.
On)yooeﬂgnmofuhwmyhd been clear to ber. She
also had had the impeession of one lady dressed in white
but she had not seen ber cicarly. When Parvati first met
Bholanath in Almora, she had at once recogmised him as the
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clearly seen person of ber dream. She had been in Almora
for five years, and now oa the completion of her schooling,
was on ber way back bhome in the company of Ma and
Bholanath., Matay smiled at her and sakl, "It seems you
came 10 Almora so that your dream would be fulfilled.”

While we were on our way up to the Bungalow, an old
gentieman approached us and enquired about Matajt.  When
she was pointed out to him, he bowed to her and placed
some flowers and fruits at her feet. He came again at night
to the dak-bangalow bringing fresh milk and vegetabies for
us. We were surprised that he knew about Matay® visit to
that past of the country and asked him sbout . He said,
“It was in our local papers. 1 have been waiting cagerly
these many days for her darfana.”

Tuesday, June 151h.

We started at 6 o m. for a place called Berinag, & disiance
of thirteen miles. We found the beat and climb 100 stresuons
and decided to camp at Rani for a rest and our midday meal
This camp was 3 miles distance from Beriong. The road
was 50 steep that though starting in good time, we managed
to arrive at Berinag only at sundown. This seems 1o be quite
4 big place with many shops, a dispensary and a school.
The dak-bungalow is situated above the village so we decided
it was not worthwhile to climb wp to it, instead we took
shelter on the open verasda of the schoolbuilding. One
of the girls accompanyiag vs, belongs here ; her relations and
other persons who seemed to know about Ma, came to see
her and we had quite 4 crowd of visitors in the evening.

Wednesday, June 16th.

Camping toaight at Thala about 11 miles from Bermag.
After every couple of miles or 5o the men carrying the dandees
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need to rest for a while. At onc of these rest camps, Bhaiji
declared in great good humour that Swamiji was the Rajo
(king) of the expedition and be himself the Yiweref (prince).
After a few miles. Swamiji's dandee broke down and Bhaiji
also met with & slight accident and was burt. | laughed and
said, “You've been rightly served for thinking yourselves the
leaders of this party.” 1| had of course spoken in jest, but
Bhaiji in balf-serious tones replied, *'you are right.  Make
a note of this incident in your diary.”

At one such wayside camp, Mataji hud called out in
o an oM woman who, accompanied by a few children, was
going in the opposite direction, Ma bad said, “Whese are you
going, mother ™ The old woman not slsckeaing het pace had
answered over her shoulder, "This way” and then, staring at
Ma, she had stopped. Turaing around she had dowly come
back to where Ma was sitting and squatted in front of
ber. They talked for o long time and then it was time for us
to resume our journey. When we had come quite a distance,
I was interested enough to Jook back and faw the woman
standing stifl on the road and garing in our direction.

We arrived at Thala around 10 0'clock. The road was
comparatively easier. We had scen the river Saraju ot Shera-
ghat ; at Thala we found the Ramgangx flowing nolsily over
its rocksteewn bed.  We had never before seen such a vista
of mountain ranges Many famous suthors have described
the beauty of these Himalayan roads 1 have no language
to express the feeling of exaltation which i induced so
naturally by these majestic surroundings.

Thursday, June 1 7th.

We bave travelled a distance of tem miles to-day to a
place called Didihat, It is still quite hot in the sun, but the
water for the last two days has been rather cold.
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We met the Raja of Askote on our way up to Didihat. He
had been on the look out for our party, he said, haviag heard
that Mataji was travelling om this rond. He was going
towards Almora but gave us letters for some officials at Askote
and requested us to contact them on arrival,

At sundown, we reached Askote, a distance of seven miles
from Didihat and put up at the dharomidli. We have found
it more convenient 1o stay as near the road as possible, instead
of making the extra cffort to go up to the Dak-bungalows.
We were dreached in a sudden shower this morning. We are
happy now to be able to spread out our clothes for dryimg.
All of us are feeling quite well ; the air is very invigorating,
I think we are all improving in health.

The officials at Askote made kind enquiries regarding our
requirements. The ladies of the Palace came to visit Ma
and invited us to the midday meal tomorrow. | bave noticed
that the princely families of these Himalayan states are very
pious and obscrve all rules of orthodoxy, | have seem this
at Tehri-Garhwal and at Solos and now at Askote also we
noticed the same distinguished manners of 2 devout princely
family, The Rani of Askote cxpressed the wish to have Ma
visit her house and bless it by her presence.

It transpired that the Raja’s brother and the Peshkar's
son were studying in Almora, They had written to their
families to look after Mataji and her party, This explained
the concourse of peopic at Askote who were waiting cagerly
for Ma's derfana, 1t occurred 1o me that Ma indecd belonged
to all and it was very short-sighted of us to think that she
should stay in Dacca or in Calcutta and oot travel around to
far off places. 1 see that all places are (he same to her and
even wrangers are able to communicate with ber casily.
Dasudada told me that once when Ma was walking, a small
boy on the roadside had placed a few wild flowers at her feet
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the road 1 bad st seen ber.  Only Dlsnduhm'llkh‘
with her. It is amazing indeed (0 see the hill people
accepling her so naturally as the Devi incarnate and paying
ber the reverence they would to the Deity in a temple.

friends so qQuickly !

Friday, Juac 181h.

After our midday meal* at the Palace we stured around
Ipm Thus we could arrive at lbemxlmwﬂdum
(ten miles) only after susdown. Five miles from Askote we
had seen the Kaliganga. Afier the Ramganga we had been
Accompanied by the swifily flowing Gouriganga. The con-
fluence of the Gouri and the Kaliganga is locally known as
the “Gateway 1o Kailagha*,

To-day's Journey way Gacomfortable because we had 10
walk in the midday sun. It rained intermittently but the
beat becomes almost unbearable when the sun beats down on
the bate road, Approaching Baluakote, we realized that we
Imimiucdlberoadtolhcvilha:inlbedm. We decided to
say where we were for the night and camp in the open.
Parvati had thoughtfully brought a tent for Just such a contis.
Bercy, so that Ma could be made comfortable, Ma, bowever,
clected to stay in the open with us. All oue baggage, at
her suggestion was stacked in the tent instead, in case of
more rain.  We now realise that it is the greatest discomfort
1o get the luggage wet

’ mmmmuﬁi“‘iﬂum. vepetables, e, for fhe
mmwmmm&
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The beadman of the village had cvideotly been informed
of our visit. We also had a letter for him and on receipt
of this letter be came down 1o our camp to tell us that a
suitable place had been kept in readiness for us in the village,
We thought it was 100 late to strike camp and go up, 30 we
sayed where we were. He fetched a lintle fresh milk for us
which was very welcome.

Saturday, June 19th.

We spent & most encomfortable might It raimed most
of the timne and the wind became blestering and cold, Some
of us sat huddled in our dandees but it was not really any
better than being under the troes. At the first sign of day-
light we came away, leaving the porters to follow with the
luggage lster on. We came to the little Dak-bungalow of
Dharchula sround noon. We had stopped for a drink of
milk at onc of the wayside villages. We were obliged to cross
two mountain rivers. It was ouwt of the question for us to
negotiate the cold waters flowing swiftly over a bed of slippery
rocks : 30 wo were unceremoniously slung over the backs
of coolles and thus made 10 cross the rivers. It seems this is
bow the local people take the pilgrims across streams. They
are 30 surc-footed that they arc able to keep their feet steady
even carrying a heavy bundle whercas we did not dare set foot
in the river even by ourselves. Only Ma's dandee was very
carefully brought actoss by scven or cight men. Over
some mountaia streams there are rope pulleys. The way the
natives fling themselves across, hanging oo to the rope which
is manipolated by a pulley from the other shore is also quite
fearful to watch.

At Dharchula the bright sun was very welcome because
of our rain-soaked clothes. After the porters arrived with
our lugpage we could spread out the damp things for drying
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and airing. This scems quite a big village. The Kaliganga
can be heard from afar. The music of it rushing waters has
kept company with us for many miles. Still mountain
peaks surround the litte rest-house. The unscen river
counds like the continuous roar of breakers of the ocean.
These magnificent surroundings indoce a mood of exaltation.
I do mot know what benefit may accrue from o pilgrimage,
but this journey s more than worth its while for the
expetience of sheer beauty of the natura) scemes. It comes
to my mind that these still and vast spaces are & fit back-
ground for Ma's divinely mystetious personality.

After our midday-meal | got some time to write my
diary sitting alone on the veranda of the Dak-bungalow |
the others have retired for a little rest. We are all feeling
somewhat relaxed today becasse we have o spend one day
bere at Dharchula, 50 there is no immediate necessity of
secing to the packing of luggage and petting ready for the
pext stage of the journcy. We find that our coolies are tired
out. A local man of some standing in the village called
Rai Saheb came to call on us. He had received letters of
introduction from the Raja of Askote snd also from Sri
Krishna Panth of Namital regarding our party ; he bad been
requested to help us as much as possible, He has advited
us 1o dismiss our porters from Almora and engage another
set of men from bere.  He says that the terrain s so difficult
that only local coolies can negoliate the trek comfortably
and 50 they should be engaged in relays as we climb higher.
These porters can be paid wailing wages which is a hitle more
\has half their earning wages ; but the hill people are 30 poor
that it seems unfair to keep them sitting idly bere until our
return when they can earn their full wages if set free. So it has
been decided that we shall pay off our porters tonight ; they
are 50 tired that they are bappy at the prospect of relief,
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Rai Sabed said that the mew set of porters will have to
be sent for from a village seven miles away. This s the
reason why we have to stay in Dharchula. Tomorrow the
pew coolies will take charge of the baggage, which has to be
reorganised as these men will carry slightly heavier loads,
approtimately 70 Ibs. each. We are to take 6 dundees from
here, also a couple of tents.

Sunday, June 20th.

Everybody rose rather late today. Ma sccompanied by
the others walked a little toward the river while I with the
help of Parvati and the girls preparcd the midday meal. The
afternoon was spent in sicsta by some. Swamiji sat spart,
doing his own s@dhand.

The coolies of Dharchula look robust and sturdy ; even
%o there is a crew of six for cnch dandee from here instead
of the previous crew of five This is mecessary because of
the rough rond ahead. There are pine coolies for carrying
the luggage ; the entire group of porters clected a headman
from among themsclves who was addressed s "Mate™. All
these preparations weat on till midnight. Some local people
told us that mot since the Raja of Mysore had gone on this
pilgrimage five years ago, bad such a big party as ours
pegotiated this journey.




Chapter Ten

BASE CAMP AT GARBYANG

Monday, June 2ist.

We resumed our trip. The road was go steep that we
preferred to walk slowly rather than sit in dandees which for
most of the time are tilted at uncomfortable angles. Although
the carriers are very, very sure-fooled, I could not rid mysell
of the nervousness that they would slip with such a cumbrous,
swinging burden on their shoulders. Omce Ma and | out
distanced the others a litte, While we waited for them to
cateh up with vs, Ma sat onarock and in her inimitable,
sweetly melodious voice sang a few lines from the old and
well-known Bengall song which begins : “Return now, let
us return back home,'

These words in Ma's voice evoked in me an indescribable
joy. Even without Ma's presence to incremse the cffect a
thousand times, the majestic grandeur of these mountancous
regions cogenders in the mind peace and tranquillity. This
panoramic sceoe of high mountain ranges spread out unen-
dingly on all sides exercises such a strange attraction that
1am sure every pilgrim is gripped by a feeling of home-
coming. Somechow this place appeals to the deepest yearning
in man for being at total pesce with oneself, which perbaps
is called Seif-realzation.

We met on the road here a very devout lady called Ruma
Devi, beld in great respect by the natives of the place. She
it a disciple of Srl Sarada Devi and is a sodwpdsind dressed
in saffron robes. Ruma Devi has an ashram at Khela, our
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destination of today's journey, which i 10 miles from
Dharchula. Narayana Swami from Mysore also stays in this
ashram sometimes. Many of the girly studying in Almora
travel under the escort of Ruma Devi or Narayana Swami
while going to and from their homes from the surrounding
area. Two of 1hese studeats from Kbela who were at home,
now came running to visit Ma as sooa as we reached the
little dhcramgald for our night's camp. They had seen her
in Almora only once but now met ber as if they bad known
her all their lives. Ruma Devi had walked with us. She
sat for a long time near Mataj talking to her about her life’s
experiences. Again and agam she marvelled at her own good
fortune in cocountering Ma and declared that ber joy was
akin to the finding of one's own long-lost mother.' She was
s charmingly gentic old lady of nearly 60 years. She bas
dedicated her life 10 the scrvice of pilgrims who venture on
this arduows trek. In fact ber life is & life of service,. We
could sce that she was highly thought of in these regions,

Tuesday, June 22ad,

It rained a little in the morning. Ruma Devi and a2 few
sdudents bade Ma a lingering farewell and resumed their
interrupted joursey to Almora. Before leaving, she advised
us agalnst startieg in the rain because there might be danger
from falling rocks and landslides.

We started a little later than uswal, at 7am. The road
was 1ot too bad but steep.  The Kaliganga after staying with
us all these days, receded to a distance  The change to
sudden stillacss from the ever-present music of its rushing
waters was felt by cveryooe. Ma frequently left ber dandee

1. Kuma Devi after some time came down from Khels to be in
Mataji's ashram in Debradun, Scveral years ago, she diod In 1he sahram
-wu»wummm-mnu-uumw




DASE CANT AT OAURYANG CRAPTEN TEX

10 give rest to the coolics. We 2lso walked with her along
the steadily climbing mountain path.

At Pangu, Parvati’s husband’s village, wo stopped fora
while. Parvati was very keen for ber family (o meet Ma nnd
Bholanath and had prepared them for this visit. We were
tnvited to have our midday meal with them. They had to be
told that it is our rule not to cat food cooked by others. Mas
has shown ms a way out of this sitwation ( which arises
frequently ) and which may cause offence if the hosts are not
familiar with rules of orthodoxy. On all such occasions we
scoepl the grains, vegetables and condiments and cook the
meal ourselves and cat with the hosts who are served by us
along with everybody clse. In this way not only the together-
ness of a meal caten in a group is maintained but adds 1o
its enjoyment as the presence of Ma inevitably knits everyome
together into a big family. Thes it was at Pangu where a
big meal was cooked by me with the help of Parvati, and
everyone partook of the repast with pleasure. Parvati was
delighted that Ma had visited her home. She took leave of
her people for the time being in order to complete the
pilgrimage to Kailasha with us.

After a short rest we left Pangu ut 3 pm, and came to
Sirkha about eleven miles from Khela. We have taken wp
quarters on the open veranda of the school-house.

Wednesday, June 23rd.

It poured almost the whale night. The narrow veranda
was lashed by the slanting rain. We were drenched inspite of
our umbrellas, waterproofs, rubbersheets, and what not; but
the straim of walking this road is such, that 1 think we all
slept through the rain curled up in our protective clothes,
Today's camp is at a place called Deepti, approximately 11
miles from Sirkha. For the last couple of days we have
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been rewarded by glimpses of snow-capped mountains. It is
a beautiful sight during the day when the distant snow shines
like silver in the sunlight.

We found the road slippery and harder to negotiate afier
last might's rain. We have taken sheiter in & small room
near the village shop. There is no school-house here. The
floor of the room was anything but clean bat we had no miod
to be fastidious. We merely spread oilcloths over the floor
aad made ourselves @ comfortable as possible in the cramped
space (0 ot & hard earncd night's rest.

Thursday, June 24th.

We bave camped at Malpa travelling oaly 7 miles. Thes
short joursey will live long in my memory. The road was
10 steep asd precarious that no oae could use the dandees.
In fact it was difficult to climb cven on foot without support
from the coolies. [t was cither almost a perpendicular ascent
over slippery rocks or a descent down an equally precipitous
icline. To add to our discomfort, we had to share this
path with herds of sheep cither goiag vp or dowa. The
sheep negotiate this treacherous path in a aimble-footed way
which could bave evoked admiration had we been in any
condition to appreciate their skill. Neither did we, or at
least 1 was not inamood to admire the beauty of shining
waters cascading down the mountain sides We passed many
such waterfalls apd springs today. We could pay them but
scant atteation, all our comcentration was required to keep
our foet 0a the path without slippiag.

We generally choose the site for the night's camp before
sunset. By the time we have finished with the business of
unpacking, cooking, caling, cleaning etc,, it becomes quite
dark. If we make 3 midday camp then this ono meal suffices
for most of us. The cvening meal is cooked only for
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Dasudada, Tuau and Keshava Singh. The rest of us partake
of something light before going to bed,

At Malpa, the room where we have taken shelter is consie
derably dirtier than our provious resting places, 1 was so tired
that T was just thankfol to be able to lic down for a while
and found no fault with my surroundings. Actually these
rooms are cattle shelters and the floor is literally made of
sheep droppings.  An oilcloth spread on it is all the cleaning
that suffices for us nowadays. A rather odd phesomenon is
that the higher we climb the greater becomes the nuisance of
flics. One reason could be that although the nights are cold
the days are still warm.

There are no shops here ; we have brought potatoes and
wheat flour from Deepti. The midday meal became a major
operation, It s a problem to cook in the open; the fice
keeps Rickering in the wind and it is & job to keep it going
However, we managed to finish with the task of cooking,
cating and cleaning up by 6 in the evening. We were 3ll feck
ing the effects of the strain of climbing, excepting Bholanath.
He alone says : “It was not at all a dibicult climb." Bhaiji
scoms tired and strained. I have not been able to look after
Ma at all ; but she looks the same as ussal. The serenmity of
her face under dire circumstances sustains us and perbaps
saves us from thoughts of abardoning the trek.

Friday, June 25th.

Startiog at day-break, we have come (o Bodhl, & distance
of about 8 miles from last night's camp. The path was a little
casicr or may be we have got used to it now. Weeven sat in
daadees for short stretches of the road. It is a constant
source of amazement to me to observe bhow surcfooted these
coolies are. It is marvellous to see them walking so effort-
lossly, not only by themselves but sometimes carrying an
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occupied dandee as well. We shall camp here for a short
whils ; after our meal and a little rest we shall proceed to
Garbyang which is the basecamp, as it were, for the pilgri-
mage to Kailasha,

We reached Garbyang at sunset.  The road is now preci-
pitous ; a dauder ride is aaything but enjoyable. The chairs
stuag on the poles swing and often hit sgainst the hard moun-
tainside ; although some of the dandees broke down, no one
was hart. We are told that whea five years ago the Raja of
Mysare made this trip some coastruction work was done on
the roads by the Gavernment but since then no repairs have
been undertaken to keep them in tolerable condition.

As 2000 as we arrived in Garbyang, the local people came
and surrounded us, This is quite & rogular featore of our
trek ; I suppose they are matarally curious about teaveliers
from other lands buat there is one very peculiar feature about
these village encounters. Wherever we stop and if there are
people around they invariably flod their way to Mataji and
sarround ber even as the crowds at Calcutta or Delhi of
Dehradun. It is possible that they make out that Ma is the
most important person ia our group from our attitudes
towards her ; but this does not explain why they cagerly stay
with her the whole time she is available. Ma, on her part,
appears completely relaxed.

We bave now come so far into the interior of the Himalayas
that there is no commoa language betwsen us. We have
learnt to recogmise the people of different regions, such as
Bhutias, Nepals, Garhwalis, etc. from their dresses but
we cannot talk to them. The coolles speak a smattening of
Hindi and s0 we can communicste with the people with the
coolies” help, Mataji sometimes playfully touches their hands
and her smile wins bearts here as casily it scoms as anywhere
clse. [t is amazing to me that she mingles 50 naturally with
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the inhabitants ; | am sure she communicales with them in
:su fashion because at parting they are always reluctant 1o

ber go. A few would walk = little with ber dondee st
times. Who can tell if some of them are not closer to her
than any of us. nmmuauonuuuummmw
koow this better than ws) that sheis most understood by
persons who are around her all the time and not by those who
may just exchange one glance or one smile with her.

On our way to Garbyang, a mishap occurred ; one of the
parters was bitten by a black snake. Bholanath and some of
his companions tricd some remedies to ease the suffering of
the poor man. Ma pointed to some berbs growing nearby
and asked him to chew them which seemed 1o belp him a Jot,
He was carried in o dondee a0d it seems he will survive the
ordeal.

Garbyang is a large place. 1t has a post-office. A bundle
of letters was awaiting our arrival. After a long time we have
news from fricads and devotees ; they bave written 10 make
enquiries about our safe journey, Some local people had
heard about Ma's arrival and they came to see us. One iy
Sri Nandaram, the father of Randra Devi of Almoras,
Pravati's village is a few miles from here + she will go to visit
ber pareats and then come back to rejoin our party. We are
to stay here in Garbyang for a couple of days, which is very
welcome news to most of us.

Saturday, Juse 26th,

We are cojoying s holiday from walking today. Bholanath
alone scems not to be tired at all Ia fact his enthusiasm
and energy is s matter of wonder for all of us. We had
been warned that this Jjourney is so exacting that pot eves
a father can stop to look after his ton, but Bholanath s
indefatigably concerned about the entire party. He walks



CHAFTEX TER BAAE CAMP AT GARRBYANG

down agsin and again to sce to the stragglers and encourage
those who are feeling desperate or weak. The porters are
moved to admiration saying that they have never scen
anybody from the plains walk as comfortably und skilfally
as Bholanath does. Mataji's presence and Bholanath's hearte-
ning eothusiaam have made the journey less ardvous for us
and, excepting the last two days, very enjoyable as well. We
have come 135 miles from Almora in 12 days, The height
of Garbyang is 10,000 ft.

Sunday, Jene 27th.

We have put up at the school-house as the dak-bungalow i
already occupied by more than one party of pilgrims setting
out for Kailasha. Some of them came to visit Ma. Amoogst
these were Swami Joanananda, aveteran on this trek, accom-
panied by the Kumar (Prince) of Dimajpur. We are given
to understand that It is wswal for two or three parties to
combine for this last stretch of the pdird (pilgrimage) because
of the dangers, not the least of which is an attack by robbers,

The Kumar and his party are starting today and came to
visit Ma before their departure.  The Kumar said to her, “Ma,
fam going on a hazardous trip and am praying for your
blessings.” Ma smiled and said, “HE alone directs every-
thing. Whatever takes place happens as it is meant to be.
On your pilgrimage you should keep your own mantra in
constant remembrance (and take things as they come)”. The
Kumar bowed in pranima and said he would do as she had
said.  Other members of the party also took leave of Mataji.

The reverbernting. uabroken sound of the river is again
heard, like the constant roar of the breakers om Puri beach.
The river has at times receded w a distance but most of the
time 1 scem to hear it and we are made aware of ity presence
nearby. This sound matches the beauty of this vast place.
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We seem 1o be swallowed up amidst an unending series of
gorgeous mountains. Now that we have time to enjoy our
surroundings we see how attractively nature has decorated
the mountainside with flowers of all colours. Surprisingly,
it is not at all 3 wilderness of haphazard vegetation ; Indeed
it looks lke a carefully coltivated gardes of many kinds of
beautiful flowers.

The knowledgeable people of this place are advising us
regarding the final stage of the jourmey. The coolies from
Dharchula arc being paid off bere. It is agreed that we shall
write to Raisaheb at Dharchula before our return and be will
engage the porters for our jowrney back to Almora. The
terrain over which we travel changes as we climb higher ; it
Is customary, therefore, to engage native porters far different
stages of the journey. We can sce the wisdom of this for
ourselves now,

The mext big camping station will be Taklakote, consider-
ably higher than Garbyamg. We shall cross over to Tibet
over the Lipu Lekh Pass which is about 17,000 fi. high but
we have to descend again to Taklskote on the other side.
The round trip from here to Kailasha and back is estimated
10 take 20 10 22 days. The charges are as follows : For each
pony Rs. 20/- and for the attendant groom 12 annas (75 paise)
daily ; the leggage will be carried on mulks. The owner
accompanies his mule and i% 10 be paid 8 annas (50 paise) per
day. We are to engage a guide, who will now take charge of
what looks to be an expedition of considerable proportions.
The guide is to be paid Rs.ZS}-ndnnetopurothbmy
as well.  No food stuffs are available beyond Taklakote N
we must carry sufficient rations for the round trip. The men
will do the same. We bave to hire tents to take with us,
for ourselves as well as for the men, because there ate no inrns

or shops or resting places for pilgrims beyond Garbyasg.
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We have decided to start on Tuesday. In addition to the
ponies, we have arranged to take with us one dandee for Ma.
The charges are Rs, 180/ for the daomdee plus the cost ofa
tent for the crew and also mules for carrying their baggage
and rations.

Monday, June 28th.

We were happy to be greeted by a strong sun to-day,
For the last few days we had often encountered a thick fog
which reduces visibility. The sun disappesred very soon,
Bowever, and it has rained the whole day. - Anyhow, we are
at Iast rid of the flies,

Many of the inbabitants of Garbyang are coming with
various kinds of offerings to see Ma. Coanversation is difficult
although Bbaiji does his best. They do not know any of the
languages we can speak. 1 daressy they communicate with
Ma entirely 1o their sstisfaction because that is how they look,

Parvati's village is close-by. Her mother came yesterday
10 invite us to her home for tomorrow, Tt was decided that
on leaving Garbyang we would first walk to Parvati’s home
and spend the night there.

Tuesday, Juoe 29th.

We left Garbyang in the morning and walked to the village
of Parvati's parents.  Only Ma was in the dondee. We could
sce cultivated land all around in series of platforms as »
wsual with farming on mountains. The mountain tops sre
smmow-covered. The walking was not too casy. Although
the distamce is not great, we became tired very soon; we are
todd that this is due to the rarefied air at this beight. Parvati
had pat up a tent in the courtyard and we were able to rest
on arrival. It was cvening by the time we could finish with
the routine of cooking, eating and cleaning up. Parvati is



BASE QaNYr AT GARBY AN CHAFTER TEN

bappy that Ma and Bbolanath have come 1o her home. She
will continue the Journey with us tomorrow,

Wednesday, June 301,

It raioed Jast night ; the water trickled into the tents
We are beginning 10 get used to the discomfort of wet and
damp clothes and beddings. We have an additional member
in our party mow. Brahmachari Bharati of Dehradun joined
us ut Dharchula, He is not fecling too well., Ibope be will
be able 1o make the round trip,

It was afternoon before we could resume our Journey., Our

The ponies stumbled over a bed ofttouslodpcbbbtia
single file. The open land sireiched out in all directions
enclosed by snowcapped mouatains. This place, where we
have camped, is called Kalapani. The guide Sendel Singh
says that although tomorrow's hpo!mejoo:uy will pot be
more than five miles, the road being extremely bad, it will
be advisable for US 10 start as s0on a3 possible.
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Chapter Eleven

THE HOLY MOUNTAIN KAILASHA
(Dids's Diary continved)

Thursday, July Ist,

We could not start carlier than 1l am. [t rained conti-
nuously. There is practically no road to be made out now,
Oaly the coolies seem to have a sense of direction. We are
given to understand that sometimes even the local shepherds
get Jost in these trackless mountain valleys. When they don't
koow whete to turn, they allow their berds to lead.  The sheep
unerringly and instinctively find their way back 1o their village.

A lonely trek. We had to pick our way with great diffi-
culty over the rough and rocky ground. The only people we
met were some traders camping with their herds on their way
down to trading posts. We were drenched and thus quite
numb with cold. At about 1,30 p.m. Sendel Singh announced
camp where we saw a few hots made of rough stones, stacked
ose on top of anmother. These shelters are for sheep. We
were glad to 1ake refuge in one of these hutls out of the beaum-
bing rain and cold. Parvati has thoughtfully brought some
firewood. She pow managed to get small fires going in one or
two of the huts. Some of us are crouched over this fire most
of the time. The dirt and lack of ventilation do not weigh
with us at all. Bhaiji, Bholanath and Fatber tried to dry
some clothes over the fires. After a while T realised that T was
sitting on a floor practically made of packed and dried dung
of animals, Notwithstanding, 1 was glad of this little haven
of comfort. This place is called Dobra.
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Friday, July 20d.

We were ready 1o start but it continued to rain qQuite
heavily. The grooms brought the ponies down from the hills
where they had beea let off to graze yesterday. The guide,
bowever, decided not to travel today. The road would be too
dangerous, he said.

Father and Bhaiji are not too well. The air is 0 thin that
all of us are suffering from varying degrees of breathlessness.
Tomorrow we are o cross Lipu. We shall climb upioa
beight of 17,000 ft. and again descend to 16,000 1. to
Taklakote. We have heard many stories of dangerous falls
©0n this route and also that some traveliers Jose consciousness
on such beights, It is 100 lste to worry about such things
now, besides Ma is with us. We bave no cause for nervous-
ness or fear. In the ovening the sun came out for a while and
we had a little respite from the rain. Inspite of all drawbacks,
the mind feels uplified in such surroundings. Everyone of us,
I think, is under the magic spell of the Himalayas, experiencing
A Joy quite unrelated to the discomforts of the raia and cold.

Under Ma's direction I made scparate packets of antidotes
for dizziness and breathlessness for cach one of ws.  Everyone
Was to carry his own share. With amazing forethought Ma
had made me bring all kiods of stufl like camphor, lemoy-
pickles, etc. which we now are soglad to have. She, like the
others, had 10 previous expericace of climbing to this height.
It is & constant source of surprse to me to find how acou-
rately she had anticipated our needs and provided for them
beforchand. She herself seems her wsual self, very much at
home in these new surroundings.  She always speaks words
of cheer which mever fail to lighten the strain of this arduous
jouraey.

lliuoooldtlm!ﬁlditdiﬂicuhwbou the pen properly
in order to write,
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Saturday, July 3rd.

We started in a drizzle and climbed steadily. The path we
traversed is too fearful to contemplate. The guide decided
to risk the journey ; probably because itis not profitable for
him to Jose days of travel as his contract Is for the round trip,
We somehow traversed the slippery precipitous path, most of
the time with the help of the grooms. We gradually came
oa to snow-covered ground. [ have no words to describe the
magnificeace of the sight of fields upon fields of dazzling
white snow broken orly by the many-hued rocky projections
of the mountains. The moustains are really very colourful
and not at all drab and grey as I had imagined.

The vista of the Lips Lekh Pass was truly breathtaking.
It scemed to me that we were going over a narrow bridge
through an occan of snow. The ponies picked their way
stumblingly and precariously and, it seems 10 me, quite mira-
culously over this narrow path.  We were glad of our ration
of antidotes provided beforeband by Ma, which enabled us
to ride in some comfort. After the Pass, we negotiated the
yet more difficult descent from it. We got off our horses
because the incline was too steep, There was muny & stumble
in the snow bat nobody was hurt. Bholanath with undie
minisked eathusiasm kepe track of the entire party, moving wp
and down the line to see if cveryone was all right. When we
arrived on level ground again, he clapped us on the shoulders
and congratalated us on our achicvement.

We arrived in Taklakote at sundown, The guide had gone
abead and our tents were pitched by the time we staggered
along. Some people came and stood around silently watching
our arrangemests for the camp, They did not scem to
welcome us as at other places. Later we were informed by
our men that they were robbers and dacoits, a constant source
of threat and danger to pilgrims, The Goverament does

n
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nothing 10 suppress them and they are 3 very powerful
community. This is the reason why some men of our group
and Sende! Singh are carrying fire-arms because they have
to be prepared for cmergencics.

On our way to Taklakote we W maoy caves. Sendel
Singh told us that st ose time they had been inhabited by
atcetics.  Nearer (0 the town we faw temples and also some
stone terraces, decorated with coloured strips of cloth, gaily
floticring In the wind. We could see cultivated land as well
and were given to understand that theze are a few shops hese
0o, lo this remote region Ma bad visitors. Two women
disciples of the lamas came and stayed with ber for some
Hime. | cannotl imagine what they koew of Ma and what
was the result of this encounter, but it is apparent that with
Ma everything is possible everywhere. She was as kind to
mmmmnlonyoth«m people.,

The rosd that we traversed today seems like a dresm now.
The beauty of the changing colours of the bare mountainside
amidst 0 expanse of snowy flelds is truly sublime. It is no
wonder 10 me now that pilgrims attempt this journey year
after year. It is a most rewarding experience. By Ma's and
Bboluulfc Kipé (grace) we have arrived safely,

Suaday, July 4th.

After o hurried meal we resumed our journey at about ||
am. At sundown we arrived in a village called Ringung,
approximately ten miles from our last camp. This seems
& village of ordinary friendly people. It is very interesting to
walch the villagers find their way to Ma as somebody special.
They kept standing round her, evidently deriving some kind
of satisfaction from this darlana, A few came close to her
dandee and bent down 1o touch ber feet. Ma smiled at them
and for some time held theic fingers lightly in ber hand.

m
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We could mot talk to them at all as their language is quite
different from any that we know.

We saw many temples. Some letters and words were
carved on stone walls, One particular letter seemed to be
repeated again and again. One of the grooms said that it
was the syllable ‘OM™. All house-tops were flying small
pieces of coloured cloth like strings of buntings.

Today's road was not too bad, We were made to keep
close together all the time by the guide as 8 precaution against
attacks from robbers, There were no trees or shrubs but we
saw amall stretches of cultivated land. We rode across
insumerable mountaing. | cannot imagine how Sendel Singh
plans the trek.  To me it seems that we ride over unchartered
land. A small group of pilgrims wending their way slowly
through a vast silent valley of snow, with towering mountains
on all sides, There are no special landmarks that we can
see ; the jourmey takes on z quality of endlessness. Ata
time and place which scems appropriate 10 the guide he calls
a halt and declares camp, following some sense of location,
quite incomprebensible to us. For ome night this becomes
home. Then it Is time again to strike camp and move on
through 1he same silent scene of magnificent mountsins, The
overwbelming impeession of this scenery is that of stillness ;
it s no wonder that ascetixs down the ages bave come to
the Hitalayas to comcentrate on their sdcdhamd for Self-
realization,

Monday, July Sth.

Father is suffering a little from breathicssoess. Ma per-
waded him to sit in ber damdee today, while she rode his
pony. We started at 1030 a.m. after our usual very business-
like main meal for the day. At 2 p.m. Sendel Singh called
halt for our overnight camp. He chose this place becaure
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there was food and water for the ponies and mules. We were
Klad of & longer period of rest and weicomed the carly camp,

Tuesday, July 6th.

We started comparatively carlier today and carried bot
€ in fasks 44 90 fresh milk is available now, Ma was on
horse-back again today as Father is stinl suffering badly from
shortness of breath.

We had been meeting odd-looking riders as we traversed
this lomely frek, These, we were told, were the robbers
»ho are s menace to the pilgrims.  This morning we saw
IWo riders who came close and rode aloogside with us for a
Ittle while, They were armed. | Was surprised to note
that their right hands were uncovered even in this icy cold.
Later on, Sendel Singh told us that they take off their gloves
at the approach of Sirangers 50 that they can use their fire-
arms quickly in case of peed. After some time we saw
fWo more men on top of a hill watching our approach.
The first two raised their hands and moved their fingers in a
peculiar manner, evidently some kind of signal between them.
The other two then came down and were joined by their
friends, They collected at a spot which we would pass
following in the wake of our porters. Sendel Singh must
bave been watching them for some time ; mow be broke out
of the train of horves and cantered akead and joined this
group. He stood talking 1o them while we slowly rode by,
one by one. After we had gone a littke distance, he again
cantered on and caught up with us,

Probably all guides are known to the dacoits or at Jeast
some of them are, A Bitle further on we saw a few men
sitting at 3 small camp of two tents.  Sendel Singh again went
ahead, dismounted ang fat talking 10 them while we passed
by. Then grinning broadly, be rejoined us on the road once
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more. We had been feeling quite apprehensive since leaving
Taklakote. The sudden appearance of these unfriendly look-
ing armed men in this unbroken solitude was very disconcert-
ing. Sendel Siagh evidently saved us from some unpleasant-
ness at the hands of these men.

All such things, bowever, were forgotten when we suddenly
came up 10 & point fram where we could sce the great lake
Manas Sarovar. The immense sheet of water was the colour
of the blue sky overhead ; the two blues merging together at
the horizon made us feel as if we had stepped into a world
where sky and earth were ome. It was truly a wonderful
experience,

Father's dandee was slow in comisg. Ma was still riding
his horse ; she, Bbaiji, Bholanath and mysell were a little in
advance of the rest of the party. The coolies and Sendel Swmgh
had gone ahead (o pitch camp at a suitable site. On our way
10 this camp at the lake-side, Ma suddenly dismounted from
her horse and said she would wait for Father, She asked the
three of us 10 ride on 1o the camp. We were very reluctant
1o Jeave Ma guite unattended in such a lonely place but we
had no choice. Her kheydla was not 1o be gainsaid ; even
Bholanath did not oppose It but rode along with me and
Bhaiji to the camp. Tunu and Dasudada had akso not arrived.
S0 our party was split into different groups.

For some time | was alone at the camp as Bhaiji and
Bholanath strolled off in the direction of the lake | decided
to utilize the time for writing my journal Our destination is
still a matter of three days but we already feel rewarded by
the darsama of the snow-coverad top of Kailasha which is just
visible from bere and which looks radiant like silver in the
sonlight.  As [ sit and write | can see swans of many cobours
gracefully riding the rippling waves of the large biue lake.
The encircling avgust mountsins are crested by the silver dome
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of the Sacred Mountain, traly the presiding deity of this
beautiful scene. It was no wonder that, when the rest of the
partly came up, they spontancously burst out in great shouts
of joy, *Jay Kailashpati, Jay Kailashpati,

I think I have so fur mot written aboat A very strange
phenomenon.  From Taklakote & black dog has joincd owr
party so to say. The odd thing is that he invariably trots
behind Ma's pony or dandee. He takes 1o notice of anybody
clse.  When we pitch camp the dog stays close to Ma. When
We are ready to resume our journcy le sits Quietly mear her
while others are riding off, till she herself is ready to start
and then goes along with her, Onc day I saw Ma pat out her
hand and stroke his bead.  The dog does not Jook like one of
the shaggy mountasin dogs ; he has o more sleck coat, yet
he scems 1o be managing well in this cold climate.

With the help of others I started prepariog a meal while
Ma, Bholanath and Bhaiji were still away at the distant Jake-
side. There has been no firewood for the last few days., The
grooms procared for me some kind of thorny little bushes and
dricd dung from places where herds of animals had taken
shelter. The wind is so strong that it is not possible to use
oil stoves although the guide says that this wind i mild
compared t0 the usual gale that blows bere. Cooking has
become a strenuous task. The weak Rame bas to be guarded
against gusty winds. More often than not the flames would be
blowing anywhere but under the pot. However, we somebow
accomplished the business of cooking, cating and cleaning up
by nightfall.

Ma had spent most of the day near the shore of the lake.
All of us (excepting Ma) bathed in the lake which was quite
an experience.  Bholanath took Ma aside and talked to her
for some time. Ma then went for a stroll attended by Bhaiji
ooly. Parvati wanted to be initiated. Tn Ma's presence, she

n?
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was given the much coveted mantra by Bholanath at this
sacred site. It was no doubdt 3 high poiat of fuiilment in ber
life, This young girl has impeessed us all by ber piety aad
ber devotion to Ma and Bholanath.

We are told that there is a second big lake close to the
Manas Sarovar called Rakshas Talao os Ravanakrada. The
hgndhthnmebemmahhaa) King, Ravaaa had prac-
tised auwsteritics at this spot to propitiate his adored deity,
Kailashpati Siva.

Wednesday, July 7ih.

The wind, we find, subsides a litle in the mormiog. We
started at aboat 1] am. Although we are now wsed (o the
routise, yet it takes all this while to make our preparation for
the day's jourmey. The path skirted the lake and we rode
slowly aloag, marveiling st the beavty of the scene. We saw
many species of birds after a long time.

We were informed that many pigrims go round the lakes
which means anotber week or 30 as the circumference Is
approximately 60 miles, We did not want to attempt this,
%0 continued our journey to Kailasha. On the way, we paid
a visit to s cave dedicated to the worship of the Lord Buddha.
We bave seon from afar many swch caves and Buddhist
temples from time to time. This cave was quite big, clean
and well maintained. Lamps were berning in fromt of the
mages. The stacks of Buddhist Scripture Jooked wells
preserved.  There were also many types of musical instruments
in the cave. It appears that lamas are deputed to these
cave-shrines for a period of three years cach. The resident
bands aver charge to the newcomer before he leaves.

Oar camp for the night is at a place called Ju-gompha.
We could not get anything with which to light a fire, The
hutricane lamps also are out of order. So we just made a
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scrap meal out of sattw (roasted gram flour, which is edible
uncooked), Much later it was discovered that Ma had been
given raw whest flour instesd of fatte. My bands were 30
cold and numb that I failed (o distioguish between the two.,
Ma realising my state of extreme discomfort because of the
cold, ¢id not say anything byt suffered this isfliction in her
usual manser of accepling sormal food. 1 felt groatly
remorseful but what was to be donc; more ofien than not
we render ber such odd service because she accepts every-
thing without finding fault. Because of this absence of
any annoyance in the face of provocation, we have to be
extra careful and yet such mistakes oceur again and again,

Wchdphmdtomkelnw'ymh! the cold
defeated ws. It began to drizzle. The coolies also are
feching the effects of this deadening cold. They are in the
babit of drinking alcohol to keep warm, but even this is now
ineffective, it scems.

We could start just before noon. The physical discomforts
cannot stop us from admiring the flowers decorating the
mountainside. Small thorny bushes are smothered with tiny
flowers of all bues. They do not look wild or unkempt but
ulfthoywbceaurucedwihaviﬂvtocolom

At about six in the evening we pitched camp at the foot
of Kuilasha, This is a vast fleld of smow. The white dome
of the sacred mountain glittered like silver in the last rays
of the sun.  The name of this location is Boond,

Friday, July 9th,

Today we start on the parikrama.*  This entails going
around on three sides of the holy mountain and then the
parikrama is terminated by bathing in the holy lake called
Gaurikunda. That would conclude the pilgrimage also.

* Cuvemambulation,
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Weo wanated to start early but again it was searly noon
before we could do 0. We passed a village called Dhanken
which appeared quite big. After a long time we saw many
people and were happy 1o be able to buy fresh milk and butter.
We pitched our camp in another ficld of suow. Al of us are
suffering a little from shortness of breath, an inevitadle dis-
comfort for plains-people at this height (approx. 16,000 ft.).

It is snowing quite often now —a novel experieace for us.
This region is not as desolate or bare of human habitations
as the tracts beyond Taklakote. We often come across the
camps of traders who are taking herds of sheep or yaks
to trading posts. When they see us they come out of their
teats to stare at us, but this is out of curiosity oaly ; they
do not look unfriendly or hostile. The coolics can ik w
some of these groups when they speak the same language.
There are beggars a3 well. They raise theic thumbs which
is supposed to be a gesture of supplication. It s customary
to give them some food stuff, which we did. We camped
at & place called Sershung.

Saturday, Jaly 10¢h,

We started at nmoon. For the last two or three days
the journcy has been through huge fiolds of wmow, broken
by steep climbs as well as sharp descents. We could seo the
crest of the holy mountain as we went rouad iton three
sides. Today's camp is like a base camp for the trek to
Gaurikunda which concludes the parikrama. From a cave
nearby Parvatl brought us some incense and vibhwrl This
vidhuti (ashes) is from the yajla performed for Kailashpati.
The mountainside has many caves. Lamas as well as Hisdu
ascetics live bere, probably the whole year round. 1t is
wonderfel to contemplate man's capacity for endering any
hardship in order to be engaged in the search for Truth.
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Tomorrow will be the hardest day of the journey. We
must climb approximately another 2500 1. to Gaurikunda
which is at & height of 18,600 ft. The road by ull sccousnts
Is difficult and 1o take the dandee is ouwt of question. This
means that Father also must ride. Looking to his bealth,
someone suggested that be should not attempt the climb but
stay back at this camp. This meant that T would also have
to stay here with Father till the rest of the parny came back
Bholanath, however, would not hear of it and put new vigour
and cournge into those who were fecling a little shaken by
the rigours of the joarney,

Ma suggested that we ecach pack a ration of dry fruits,
camphor, lime-pickle and other such things for tomorrow's
parney.  We would have to do withoat a meal. The camphor
is & god-send. We find it indispensable as a messure of
reliel from having to struggle for breath We made our
preparations for the morrow as if fora battle and then tried
1o get some sleep as best as we could.

Sunday, July 111h.

Nobody was able to sleep last night due to the cold. We
made some tea 1o take with us and started as carly as possible,
Everyone wanied to keep a fast till we arrived at our destina-
tion, o there was no delay due to cooking, etc.

The wind was not as fierce as it sometimes can be. The
ponies stumbled their way over the rocky path. We went up
in a steady incling for about threo miles and were rewarded
at last with the glimpse of our goal. Gaurikunda is simply a
lake of jce. There are no temples or shrines. The pilgrims
bathe in the lake and this concludes the ritual parikrama
of the Holy Mountain.

We dismounted near the lake. A litthe water is visible
near the shore.  The pilgrims have to break the ice and make
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s spice to bathe in. Bholanath, Dasudada and Brahmachari
Bharati bathod in the Jake. The rest of us contented ourselves
by touching the water and sprinkling it on ourselves. Ma bad
asked me to bring bundles of jossticks and lots of camphor.
Now these were lighted for the drati concluding our yierd,
Those who bad bathed were infinitely glad of these flames
which dispelied the benumbing cold.

1t is & tradition, we are told, that all companions should
be treated to a meal on completion of the main objective.
We could make mo arrangemeats for this at the time, 50 at
Ma's suggestion we distributed to the porters and coolies our
stocks of dry fruits and halua.

By Ma's grace and due to Bholanath’s undiminished enthu-
sitim we have Indeed accomplished a most difficult task with
comparative ease and no undee mishaps. The magnitode of
the Himalayan scene is beyond my capacity to describe ; | can
only say that it is not to be wondered at that pilgrims come
hete from all over India and consider it the most rewarding
of experiences.

In the afiernoon, we started on the return journey from
Gaurikunda.
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Chapter Twelve

THE RETURN JOURNEY
(Concluding Didi's Diary)

Sunday, Jaly 11th

We s1arted on our way back at about midday. The descent
is always more diflicult thas the climb. It is not possible to
ride becawse we are not used to sitting om poaies at such
angles. The sharp decline scems more negotiable on foot.
We stumbled down the snowy path as best as we could asd
were thankfal to our guide Sendel Singh for pitching camp
near a spriag at 2,30 p.m. Everybody had been fasting. The
exigencies of this journey do not allow the travellers to start
or continge as they like. We had not been abic to stop at
Gaurikunda 1o break our fast. It was more necessary to
negotiate the descent as quickly as possible and find o suitable
place for the overnight camp. We partook of some light
refreshment ot the first stop and then covered a fow more
miles for the night’s camp at Didipo.

We are amazed to sce a strange phenomenon here: two
men prostrating themselhes on the path continuously. After
Iying prose on the ground they gather themselves up to stand
where the tips of their fingers bave touched the ground, then
they lic prome again. We were told that they were pilgrims
who chose to perform the parikrama in this fashion, 1 was
impressed by their zeal and devotion. Some of us gave them
money as we were given fo understand that they meed this
kind of heip from fellow-pilgrims. Later, Seadel Singh gave
us another view of this kind of pilgrimage. He said these
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men could be robbers and ucted thus as scouts for dacoits
gathering information regarding parties of pilgrims, This
was astonishing news indeed. It oaly poes to show that all
manner of things are possidble just about anywhere.

We are a bit concerned about Bhaiji. He is uncommonly
quist and not his usual cheerful self. Father on the contrary
scems 10 have come through the ordeal quite well. It is a
relief 1o know that the daadee will be available tomotrow,

Moaday, July 12th,

We picked up our left-over baggage from Boood and
camped at a place called Barkha. The wind is cold but the
sun is hot, From here the snow<capped holy mountain
presents a glorious vision to the tired troop of pilgrims,

Tuesday, July 13th

We are happy to sec a strong sun today. Everybody laid
out clothes to get them thoroughly aired and dried. We par-
chased some fresh milk and butter from the villagers. The
people store butter in receptacies of lamb’s skins. Our camp
is mear the other lake called Ravamahrada. After many days
on horseback and oa foot, Ma was able 1o come in the dundee
today. She had pursuaded first Father and then Bhaiji to
use it ; but both of them were able to ride today.

Wednesday, July 14th.

We have now descended to a more casily negotiable terrain.
We can still glimpse Mount Kailasha from time to time, From
one vantage point we had a clear view of the lake Manas Sarovar.

Tt will be another couple of days before we reach Taklakote
The ponies are showing signs of extreme fatigue. After
travelling about ten miles we again camped at the shore of
Ravanahrada.
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Thursday, July 15th,

Mnmhhulorideloday. 1 suffered a sudden pain and
could not sit Up 30 was obliged 1o take Ma's domdee. We
have camped near the ridge called Mandhata,

Friday, July 16eh.

At Ma's insistence I came in the dandee today as well,
Our stock of provisions is almost exhausted. Sometimes we
again hear the reverberating roar of mountam streams enhanc.
ing the impression of Vast spaces and solitude. .

Saturday, July 17th.
Making an carly start we arrived in Taklakote at noon.

Randra Devi's uncle Was awaiting us and made us welcome.
Taklakote i 2 trading post of some importance. We were

We seemed to have left behind.  The local people, men, women
and childrea, watched our camping arrangements with great
interest. The temperature seemed mild 1o uy. With sighs
of reliel we resumed our normal mode of dress discarding
trousers and coats. The reliel, however, was short-lived ay

lated for her. The women delightedly joined bands and
formed & ring, Tbm'cnmplnddam in these unusual
ferroundings, but for Ma no place is strange and nobody
i & stranger. At her sugpestion I distriboted amongst them
Our remaising stock of dry fruits—almonds, raising, cashew
Buts, etc.  They scemed very pleased with these. The village
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people bere are very simple and not at all shy or self.conscious
like our village women in the plaini.

We had noticed that some of the grooms had brought
away fish from the holy lake Manasa. To our question
if they were carrying the dried fish bome for food they
answered in the negative, Nobody eats fish from the holy
lake, but they serve another purpose, These shepherds
ate troubled by marauding wild asimaly who deplete their
flocks. The smel of the burmning dry fish has a paralysing
effect on the attacking pasther or wolf and them it can be
kifled easily. We don’t kmow how far this is true but the
faith of these people in the efficacy of the fish is implicit.

Sunday. Joly I8th,

At Parvati’s suggestion we went up the mountsins a little
10 visit the caves of Buddhistic lamas, As the climb was
very steep, we rode to the very top. The caves are painted
vellow and are very spacious. The Governor's house is red.
The public is under orders from the Government to provide
food and sustenance for the lamas. We went up a rickety
wooden staircase to visic the Chief Lama. We found him
seated on & dais accompanied by a litthe dog. The cave was
decorated with many boly symbols and a variety of ikoms of
Buddha and deities of the Boddhistic pantheon.  Bhaiji spoke
{0 the Lama oa our behalf. He then said, 'Give us sirength
(to temain on the path to God)™. Parvati translated Bhaiji's
words. The Lama scemed pleased ; he was very kiad to us
and gave us some prasida and pieces of coloured cloth. We
had taken with us offerings of some tea, dry fruits and money.
On our way out of the caves, Bhaiji became interested in
some of the rolled up parchments stacked on shelves and
platforms. After much persuasion an old tama was prevailed
upon 1o sell him one for a nominal price.
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i theso regions. Our camp is only 6 miles out of Taklakote,
Tomorrow we have the difcult task of recrossing Lipu

Monday, July 19¢h,
This was one of the most dificult streiches. The groend
on the other side of the Pass is Comparatively flat but on this
side the inclioe is hard and rocky. At this height {approx.
17,000 ft.) even a littie distance becomes most fatiguing.

but this vegetable seemed a delicacy (0 s now, All around
us are rising ranges of snow-covered mousntaing, The moon
riding & clear blue sky sheds o lumisosity over the entire
landscape.

Tuesday, July 20th.

We came to Garbyang some time in the afternoon after
8 most gruelling and terrifying journey. It is & source of
constant marvel to me how the ponies maintain foothold on
4 rocky and slippeey incline, The slightest slip, and rider
and horse would fall down husdreds of feet 10 the river
Borge. The grooms constantly stood by to help us negotiate
the extra difficult stretches of this perilous path. Most of
our men are from Garbyang and they were in a very good
mood 1o be nearing home. Maoy of them broke out into
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songs and in spite of the Jdificult terrain there was a spirit
of light-heartedness amongst them. We met groups of
traders going wp to Taklakote as this was the annual trading
time. The sheep are laden with o variety of merchandise.
Onc piece of firewood is strapped to the load of every sheep
because wood is not at all available beyond this point as we
kaow to our cost. The narrow and didficult path was made
quite hideous by our having to share it constantly with these
laden sheep. The only redeeming feature of this journey
was some greenery which acted as balm to our eyes dazzled
by snow. The tall green pine treos were a wekome sight.
We bave put up at the same school-bouse we bhad stayed in
on out way out. By Mataji's grace asd Bholanath's unfailing
support, we have indeed accomplished & most difficult
pilgrinage.

Bhaiji went off to the Post-Office and fetched us a big
bandie of letters. 1 tried to answer as many as possible to
inform our friends about Ma's safe arrival at Garbyang.

Some Government officials are on their visit 10 Garbyang,
There is greal excitoment and activity amongst the people.
The officers came 10 visit us to bave dorfoma of Ma. The
geatlemen kindly took wpon themseives the task of making
arrangements for the last lap of owr jourmey. Our grooms
bade farewell to us haviag accomplished their contract of
the round trip from Garbyang. Word has to be sent to
Dharchula from where the porters who will accompany us
to Almora, will come, The weather being mild, we were
telieved 1o be able to take off our tailored clothes and put
on our own normal dress.

Wednesday, July 215t
We are staying here today for & much needed rest, Many
people came to pay their respects to Ma, amongst them groups
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of pligrims who were on their way to Moust Ksilasha, We
mabblomlhmmwmwmjomy.

Thursday, July 22nd.

We left Garbyang zround 11 in the morning. This was
aday of parting from some of our companions of the pil-
grimage, hrndnadolbmwtohdbenwithmnl
lhistlelooklbekluveotm. Parting is always sad
and we understood their feelings at being obliged to stay away
from Ma's gracious presence.  We also were saddened to be
scparated from such good frignds Bidding farcwell we
chimbed into the dendees and resumed our journey towards
the plains.  We have now a pew set of porters,

We travelled to the accompaniment of the incessant roar
of the swiftly flowing Kaligangs. We were eathralled by
the beauty of the turbulent river, cascading down thunder-
ously, somectimes pear at band, sometimes invisible, but
making its presence felt by the reverberating sound of water.
The path is 80 parrow that it seems invowbklhuume
can keep a foothold, let alome curyadadnwimumm
riding in it, At times Iclosed my eyes and | am sure many
others did the same, not 1o be obliged 1o see the bottomless
BOrge yawning at almost every footstep. At places we walked
down in single file with the belp of the porters. The porters
were most kind and with great care assisted us o negotiate
the worst patches. The memory of the road we have traversed
makes one shudder. Habit is indeed invaluable. The path
which is so periloas for us is ncgotiated casily by the natives
born to it.

Today we are camping at Malpa It has started to rain
a little.  We are now Quite used to this discomfort. We make
nothing of buadling ourselves Up in waterproofs und preparing
for a night's rest,
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Friday, July 23rd.

We managed to start before sun-rise. The sun is quite hot
now, Much of today’s jourscy had to be accomplisbed on
foot. The scenic beauty is captivating but most of our ener-
gics are taken up with keeping stcadily on the road and we
cannot stop to enjoy the marvels of nature. We passed many
mountsin springs.  The water pours down with such force
that it raises a white screen around it We were drenched a
pumber of times from the sprays. At about 2 pm. we
arrived in Deepti and took shelter in a room in the village.
There is ashop in this place. After a long time we could
buy some greem vegetables and fresh milk, Bholanath was
tempied to try his hand at cooking some pulses. Everyone
ate with great relish the dd/ and vegetables.

Saturday, Jaly 24th.

Today's journey was comparatively easier. It is a blessing
that it raimed in the night and we did not have to travel
while it poured. Kaliganga has receded to a distance. Since
yesterday we seem (0 have left the view of snow ranges
behind, We did not stop at Sickha this time, but came on
to a place called Shasha, Oa the way we were received by
Ruma Devi, She greeted us with great joy and told us that
she had been constantly on the road in an agony of sespense
that she might miss us. She bad already cleaned rooms
for us st Sasha, where we took up residence for the night.
Ruma Devi brought some beastiful wild flowers apd offered
them at Ma's feet. She said that there was much work for
ber to do at her ashram where many people were waitiog
for ber, but she had no mind to Jeave Ma again. With
great simplicity sbe sad to Ma, "I bad decided to spend
my hfe in the scrvice of otbers. Now that Iam old Isee
that there is no ¢od to this kind of work. Ibad thought
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that | would dedicate my life to social service, but this does
not appeal to me anymore. I'wish to carry on my personal
sédhand in solitade mow. 1Ishould like to stay with Ma for
the remaining years of my life.” We were impressed very
much by Ruma Devi's sincerity and devotion to the chosen
way of her life as an ascetic. We were also charmed by her
gentle manners, her smiling good nature and her helpluloess,
It was agreed that she would come with us 1o Almora.

Bhaiji's health is indifferent. He is suffering from fever
udwmcon«rnedabouthi-.othawbcnnwnldbe
well now. The local inhabitants came in groups to pay
their respects to Ma. Within a short while Ma's room was
crowded and there was & heap of many-coloured flowers
m froot of her, We again saw sweet smelling roses and
Jasmines and were reminded of the plains we were approach-
ing now,

Sunday, July 15th,

We arrived in Kbela a little before sundown. Bhaiji is
not at all well. We shall stay here for & day, so that be may
recover, The fever is due to fatigue no doubt. The porters
that we had cogaged in Garbyang were under contract (o
come with us up to Khela. We engaged another set of
coolies here for the last part of the return Journey, that is,
approximately ten days' trek to Almoras. With cager help
from local people sl arrangements were made smoothly
aad without difficulty ; but for Baaiji's indisposition we would
bc.mynhxedndhnppymupm.

Tuesday, July 27th.

We are again in the Dak Bungalow at Dbarchula. We
had stopped at the District Board Dispensary so that the
doctor could examine Bbaiji. Wo have brought the medi-
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cines prescribed by the young doctor. We are hoping that
with medical care and rest, Bhaiji will soon cecover,

Saturday, July 3is.

Bhaijl is considerably better. We shall leave tomorrow.
The porters are restive at the umexpected delay but Bhaiji
needed this rest.  Duec 1o incessant rain the bridge over Kali
river has been washed away, we are told, The inhabitanty
of the area sling a pully-like arrangement on such occasioas
and cross the swiftly flowing mountain steeam in this precarious
fashion, We were very reluctant to subject Bhaiji to this
mode of travel but it is not feasible to wait here indefinitely.
We bave no idea when the bridge will be repaired and in
any case the wooner we arrive in Almora the beiter, &5 we can
get medical aid for Bbaiji.

Sunday, August Ist.

We came to Baluakote in the evening. All of us cromsed
the river by rope, a fearful expericoce. A stout rope is
strotched across the mot too wide river. Owne hastositon
a plank which is attached to the rope with sliding knots,
From the other side this rough contraption is swung across
the river by pulling the rope attached to It. We had brought
atent from Dharchula. This was now pitched on an open
flat ground. 1 cooked a light meal in the open and every
body enjoyed cating under the clear skies, Tomorrow we shall
g0 to Askote. We are again passing through forest regions.

Monday, August 2ad.

Travelling has become much casier or perhaps we are
more used 10 it. We arrived in Askote at about 2pm. The
sun is very hot snd Bhaij: was very uscomfortable in the
beat. We are at the dharamidld, The members of the Raja’s
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family and other people came to sit with Ma. She 1alked to
them for a while.  Since the last four or five days Ma has
been taking just one very light meal a day. For the rest of
the day she takes a few $ips of water only. This seems to
be ber kheydla for the time being.

Tuesday, August 3sd.

another dandee, Our Progress was secessarily slow because
we did not want Bhaiji 0 sustaia more than a minimum of
strain. We arrived at the school-howse of Didibat after
travelling 7 miles. The teacher and the students came running
and made Ma welcome. Showing great care and concern
for her comfon, they made arrangements for her stay in
the school-house, Other people came to see and talk to Ma.
Indeed she seems to be 25 close to the people of the hills
as she is 10 her acquaintances of long standing. Inow see
that there are many amongst what we think chance-met

people, who consider this meetiag providential and the kigh
point of fulfilment in theic lives,

Wednesday, August 4th.

Camping at a place called Thala. We are agam suffering
from the peculiar nuisance of this part of the country, the
wood termites, They are minute caough 10 be invisible and

the clothes become so infested that there is no respite from
them day and night.

Thursday, August 6.

It gencrally rains in the evenings, so we Bave been
travelling in the moraings. Today it started rainiog in the

——
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morning so we chanped our schedule and finished with the
business of cooking and cating. Starting a little befose noon,
we came (o Berinag before sunset. The teacher at the school
ket off his class and made the room available to us. He
requested Ma to stay in Berinag as long as she liked saying
he would hold school in some other place.

The doctor was requested to come and examine Bhaiji.
I'went into the village to procure a pillow for him.

Friday, August 6th.

We could not contipue today because it started raining
very beavily in the morniag. The coolies do mot like to wait,
8o Tunu, Dasuda and Brabmachariji weat om with some of

the porters carrying all the extra baggage which we are oot
likely to require now.

Saturday, August 7th.

Bholanath and I rode today as we have dismissed a few
of our dandees. It rained again and we were all drenched
to the skin. With extreme care we managed to protect
Bhaiji's dandee only from the dowmpour. On arrival at
arogod 2 p.m. [ went immediately to a shop and purchased
some shawls so that Father and Ma could change into dry
clothes. The porters carrying baggage always arrive much
later so0 that our own clothes were not at hand. Father
discarded his wet clothes and wrapped himself in the dry
shawls bot Ma did not change.  She has been rather unusually
quict thess last two days. The natural radiance of ber
countenance has been dimmed a little. This is one of the
Forest Bungalows. We are nearing Almora but because of
Bhaiji’s illness we are feeling impationt with delays and sorey
that we cannot move any faster.
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Senday, August Sth

We mvelledldimmofmmm'leundem(olpha
called Kanera, Here also we took wp residence st the
Bumgalow. Ma has been advising me all aloag as 1o how
to nurse Bhaiji and take care of him. She has suggested
proper diets and has personal'y seen to Bhaji's comforts
in a bundred different ways. I would Bave been quite lost
without Ma's belp to fall back wpon. All this is coming
o my mind because Juring our Journey to-day, Fatber
noticed that Ma bad mot spoken at all We now realize
that Ma has become muuna. Itis a long time since she has
last observed sikace and we are as always saddened by this
withdrawal. It is doubly dificult for me becsuse pow | bave
1o decide mysell how best to take care of Busiji, However,
we must abide by Ma's khepdla,

Monday, August 9th,
Only five miles to Dhawalcheens. We sre to stay here

over night so that we can go down 1o Almora tomorrow
in one lap. Almora is thirteca miles from bere.

Tuesday, August 10th.

With a great sease of relief we arrived in Almora. The
local devotees have rented a newly comsitucted house for
Ma’s occupation. Manik and Juthika have been waiting for
us at Almora for the last seven days. The Joy of a dilicult
Journey accomplished, and the pleasure of meeting friends
again was all tempered by the shadow of Bhaiji's illoess.
The people of Almors, who were 30 cagerly looking forward
o Ma's return, are sad to see that she is observing silence,
T do not think they have had this experience before. Well,
they will also get wsed to the different facets of Ma’s perso-
nality in time, 1 suppose.

(Eand of the narration in Didi Gurupriya Devi’s words.)
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THE LAST DAYS OF BHALN

The people of Almora, especially Hari Ram Joshi had
grown extremely fond of Bhaiji, who had become like a brother
1o them, and were now stricken with grief to see him o0 D,
The best doctors of the town were fetched 1o see him and
prescribe medicines. Didi now had many men and women
to share in the job of looking after the patient. A number of
other devotees from different towns came to Almora op
receipt of the mews of Ma's return and  Bhaiji's illpess.
Bhaiji’s wife had been lnformed but there was no response
from ber side. She had been opposed to the idea of his gomg
on this jourmey. Mataji bad tried to dissgade bim from
undertaking the pilgrimage, when she came to know about
this objection, but Bhaiji's Beart was sct om it. He persuaded
Mataji to give her permission, saying that he wouald write to
his wife and explain everything so that she would not be
anxious on his sccount, Nobody of course knew whether she
had really been reconciled to the idea or not.

Bhaii's condition fluctuated ; it scemed to respond to
treatment at times, while al other times be secmed to be
sinking slowly but steadily. The doctors embarked on a
struggle with imminent death, trying their best to stem the ebb
of waniog energies, One day, while the attendants, visitors
and members of Mataji's party were sitting in a dejected
group around Bhaiji's bed, they were startled by the most
unexpected sound of Mataji's joyous laughter, She was
sitting on & cot near the head of bis bed. Even while she
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'iocdthevenpinuoa from his forehead, she laughed in her
Oown inimitable fashion. Didi, Bholanath, Swamiji and others

death was por a tragedy . moreover life and death, health
and sickness were accepted by her with complete equanimity.
Although they were familiar with this aspect of her perso-
mality, they nevertheless fele taken aback, because to them the
Tecovery of Baaiji was important. The Bew members of the
crowd of devotees were puzzled and awed by this pheaomenon
of great care and yet an obvious inddTerence, S0 to say, to
the main issue. They had seen Mataji keeping almost cons-
tant vigil at the patieat's bediide and knew ber concern for
his ease and comfors. They could not doubt ber compassion
and concern ; and yet with a sense of swe they realized that

for many of the new devotees.

Slowly the anxious attendants began to lose hope of
Bhaiji’s fecovery. The doctors held oUt no assurances.
Bholanath was overcome with grief and sobbed like & child at

any desperate means but this request naturally could not be
complied with. On the eve of the day of his death, Bhai
once looked at Didj and, perhaps in a gesture of farewell and
also perbaps in ackmowledgement of ber devoted nursing, said
clearly 1o ber, “Khukbuni, (Didi's nick name) this is the ead.”

The mext day Hari Ram Joshi, Didi and many others
repeatedly prayed to Mataji to bring her khkeydia toward
Bhaiji’s recovery ; bat she made a gesture ndicating that no
such kheydls scemed to occur to her. After Mataji's negative
m,mrymhwthulhyhd 10 prepare themselves
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for the inevitable end. Mataji sat quietly by the bedside of
the pitieat occasiopally wipiog the perspirution from bis
forehead.

Bhaiji appeared to be quite in his normal consciouspess
and in fact slightly more alert than on other days. Atone
time be began to repeat aloud the Names of God and thea
after a while went oo repeating just * Ma Ma Ma......" After
a short period of silence he suddenly remarked, “How
beautiful I (ki sundora !) Then again in a tome of great
conviction be said, “There is Ooc only, There is nought clse
cxcept the One.”

Harl Ramji thinking perbaps that already Bbaiji bad
removed himself 10 & region beyond their grasp called out to
him in a tear choked voike “Bhaiji ?" Bhaiji responded to
him immediately saying, “Remember always, fricnd, that all
is One, there is the One only. Ma and I are Ooe, Baba
(Bholanath) and 1 are One, all of us are Oce ; there is nought
else but the One."”

A few minutes later the peopl: sitting quietly around his
bed beard with surprise that he was enunciating softly but
clearly one of the Sairyitse montras. Aroend 3 pm. Mataji
sigaalled to Didi and others to leave the room for a few
moments. Aflter a minute or so she beckoned them inside
again. As they trooped back, Bhaiji in a very calm and com-
posed manser said to all of them, “Ma has asked me to sleep
now. T aball go to sleep.™

These were his last words of farewell to his devoted com-
panions, because he died almost immediately after, at 3-30
p.m. om August 18, 1937. The serenity of the cvent of this
ultimate departure from the world, held the crowd in thrall
for some minutes, They had difficulty to realze that their
great frisad and guide, a pioncer to be followed oa the path of
religious endeavour, was with them no more.
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m:mmmmuuw silence, they heard
Mataji’s soft voice recalliog their atteation ; she was speaking
lclhlfuusilueco!mm days. Her woice was very low

attained to the renunciation required for sadmydso, be is to
be given the status of a Jaknydsi,*

Mataji's words immediately gave a pew dimension to the
death of this beloved companion ; all of them listened with
FApt attention to her words and had 1o oppoctuaity for indulg-
ing in grief. She continued softly :

“They (meaning the pélgrimage party) may recall that on
Our way to Manas Sarovar we had become separated into
different groups. 1 asked Khukhuni {Didi), Bholanath and
Jyotish (Bbaiji) to 80 ahcad, while I waited for Swamiji's
dandee. Amtlcmetwhealakomiwduthe shore of the

if be could bardly brook any delay. He only bad enough
thought regarding his position to seek Bbolanath's permission
before trekking off alope into the unkoown regions of the
mysterious Himalayas,

Bholanath, pot unnaturally, was frightened by this pheno-
m-ddidn«bwhowtodulwiwit. He resorted to
udm.au.udmu.."m 15 all this that you are sayiog ?
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Get up and put on your clothes immediately, Your Ma is
not bere, how can you talk like this 7 What would cverybody
sa3y to us if we reterned without you 7

“Thercupon Bholanath was relieved to see that Jyotish
obeyed him without further protest. He put on his warm
clothes and waited quictly near the tent for the rest of the
party. We came up in groups. As | said, Bholanath told me
about this incident at the first opportunity. The others koew
pothing about it and having at last arrived at the boly site of
the lake, engaged themselves variously each in his own pre-
ferred mode of sddhand.

“I walked by myself for a while pear the lake. Jyotish
finding me alone, repeated to me in a very determined voice
all that he had alrcady said to Bholanath, and then added,
‘Ma, | know I have not many more days to live in this world,
I have a great yearning to spend the few days remaining to
me in one such cave in the heart of the Himalayas. [ wish to
walk away from here just in any direction and be by myself
till it is time for me to leave the world. May | take my leave
of you, now. Allow me to bid farewell for ever. Please
persaade Baba (father, ie. Bholanath) to give me his
permission.”

“It was obvious that he did not expect me to deny him
this choice of action om his part. At that moment 1 saw in
him the manifestation of that pure spirit of reaunciation
which is the aim of all sofmyisis. He was experiencing a
complete sense of non-attachment and was wholly under its
isfloence. Indeed such a state of valrdigys is the coveted goal
of all pilgrims on the path of spiritual life. 1 saw all this,
but what | said to him was, *Neverthless, you must stay with
us for the time being.'

*Jyotish did not speak anymore but followed me in grave
silence. After a while he said with an effort, ‘I have ope
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small request. leemltiu!ubamonilua
from now on' To this 1 answered, ‘No, that will not be
possible. It will be very inconvenient while we are on this
Journey." He said no more.™

The listeners to this sccount of Bhaiii's attempt at dis-
associating himself from the world, felt that they had caught
a glimpse of the magnitude of his total reliance on Mataji
In the most crucial moment of his life he did not fail to
surrender his will to her kheydla. For man it is not so diffi-
cult to make up his mind towsrd a particular course of action,
but it is rare to see this determination abandoned at the word
of the Guru. At that moment no doubt Bhaiji attaived to
that state of realization which knows no difference between
the two orders of human will and an extraordinary bheyila.

Mataji bad resumed her narration agzin : “After some time,
while T was walking near the lake, I heard what you call
mantras come forth from my lips. This has happened on 50
many other occasions,  Jyotish who was walking behind me,
came forward and flung himself at my feet exclaiming in an
exultant voice, “Ma, Ma, this is the sahnydsa-mantra which 1
have heard from you. All my yearning is fulfifled.” Over.
come by a strosg emotion, be sat by himself fora while,
repeating this mantra ; later I saw him perform certain kefyis
in the lake. Since that time he had constantly kept his
mantra in remembrance. After a fow days T asked him, ‘How
B It that you wanted to tske such a radical step without
previous consultations or without asking (me)? Tears came
to his eyes and he anywered in a deepemed voice, *Have you
Allowdmtohma\vﬂlofmy own? Besides I keow that
you are mever more pleased thas when a person seeks to
follow the path of renunciation. The pity is that we do not
remember this always—1I thought | was readering you the
Breatest service I was capable of. In general 1 koow that in
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whatever I do, 1 carry out your kheyitla only ; but this mood
came over me suddenly and with such force that | was
completely in its grip. | did pot have the power to check or
controd it

“I saw that he was indced relating facts. It had been
thus with him. He did experience a state of complete reoun-
ciation (pérna vairdgya). At one time | said 10 him, ‘Since
you Bave acquired a satayisa mantra in these holy mountains
and wished to take a vow of silence, your ascetic name will
be Mowndnandas Parvai'. Since he died while in a state of
compiete withdrawal from the world, he should be buried
as 3 sofaydsl,

*Jyotish had asked me not to disclose to anyome all that
1 bave narrated just now but [ had told him that 1 could mot
promise, and If necessary 1 would tell the people concersed
about these matters. [ think the time has come for this
disclosure, 50 that you may act rightly s0 far as he is
concerned."”

The listeners were deeply moved on bearing this account
of the last days of Bbaiji. Hari Ramji went away 1o look for
& suitable site and see 1o the arrangements for the samadhl,
A place called Patal Devi was chosea, It transpired that on a
previous visit Bhaiji bad expressed a wish 1o stay there, Now
his body would be interred mm  his chosen place. To the
inconsolably grieved Hari Ram, Mataji said, “All of you have
loved him so well.  The concurrence of events has bees such
that his body remains now in your part of the world." Maaji
directed Swami Akhandananda ns & redhaydsi 10 perform the
last simple rites of the burial of an ascetic.

In answer to the telegrams sent to Bhaiji's family in Dacea,
his personal servant Khagen had arrived in Almora a few days
before his death. Bhaji had been very pleased 1o see him.
To this grief-stricken man Mataji spoke at leagth agaia and
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again about the last days of Bhaiji. In his illness be had been
worried about Didi's added share of work and spoken to
Matsji about it.  Mataji had reassured kim saying she herself
would do what she could and make others help too. This
explained now why Mataji bad been unussally active in the
nursing of Bhaiji till they had arrived in Almora.

After a few days of the simple samidhi ceremony which was
performed with due care and circumspection by the devotees
of Almora, the small group of people with saddened bearts
left for various destinations, Mataji, Bholanath, Didi, Swamiji
aad Hari Ram went to Deliradun.

It may not be out of place here to refer to Bhaiji's own
words regarding his wife and his attitude toward his family
obligations. Directly afier leaving bome, Bhaiji had occasion
to live alone for a month of 5o at Solan. He was in the habit
of recording his thoughts in his diary, The following words
are taken from this account written in Solan : ’

“When I met Mataji in 192425, my wife and 1 were both
equally drawn in devotion to her.  However, as 1 surrendered
mote and more at the feet of Ma, my wife withdrew herself
from these contacts. She was unable to sympathize with my
state of yearning for, even 1 did not know Clearly, what !
She would remonstrate with me saying, ‘Surely, it is not nece-
ssary 1o go about Iike this in order to lead a life of devotion.
You do not take care of your health, you have no lime to pay
sufficient attention to your son and daughter. Is this a way
of life for a householder

“My wife comes from a well-established, highly cultured
family and has aiways bad a great semse of self-respect and
dignity of deportment. Throughout the years, to this day, the
memory of her upright behaviour and straightforwardness
remains undimmed in my mind. 1 did not wish 1o hurt ber in
aay way. 1 tried 10 explain 10 her that any disruption in the
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ordered rhythm of life would necessarily appear to be irres-
ponsidle behaviour ; yet how else was one 1o strive for some-
thing which would take him beyond settled values? My
friend Niranjana tried many times to plad with ber and to
explain to her my point of view, but she was Dot receptive ia
this matter.™

"One day she said with some impatience, ‘You are so
indifferent that as far as we are concerned, it is all the same
whether you stay at home or leave es and go away altoge-
ther.” [ made light of the remark, saying with a smile,
“Then you won't mind, if | leave home as a sokaydsi 7' In
a burt tone she answered, 'Of course not!" My som and
daughter were also presemt.  Although neither of us had
spokea seriously, for me this comversation was significant
and | made a note of it in my diary,

“When 1 fell ill, my wife nursed me with a care and con-
cern which is beyond human conception. Her nursing and
untiring service were no doubt large factors in my recovery
from that terrible disease. At adout this time she lost her
youager brother to whom she had been decply attached.
Her grief further alicoated ber from Ma. She became a prey
1) dejection and in this mood grew increasimgly antagomistic
to my attitude of devotion to Ma. She found an ally in my
elder brother who also did not sympathise with my way
of life,

“1 was belpless in the face of 30 much misapprehension
and opposition. 1 myself did not know what was happening
to me, how could I explam it to others 7 [ had discovered
anew world and I recognised the people of this world as
fellow-travellers, but Icould not lnspire my own family with
any enthusiasm for this veature into the unkmown. My
wife, at this time was wrongly sdvised into making many
unworthy statements regarding me. I, bhowever, was not
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displeased at this turn of events, It was a blessing in
disguise, In this way she helped me greatly on my chosen
path of sddband. It gave me the opportunity to isolate myself
more and more from social obligations and meaningless occu-
pations of the world.

“It was never my aim to :enomlbemldumahm
enteal, Neither was | educated to take my responsibilities
lightly. It was obrious to me, that while I was real to myself,

reality, requires & turning around 1o & certain degree. For
bringing about the desired ‘recovery’, the medicine of medita-
tioa must be supplemented by the invalid dict of solitude.

“My family charge me, saying, ‘you have left us I' How
have | left anybody behind ? 1 have removed orly my body to
4 remote region, In every other way Iremain where I was
Of 30 it stems to me,

“When I think of my wife, | realize that although she has
outwardly severed all commections with Ma, in her inper
life, because of her Antagonistic thoughts, sbe is engaged in
a formidable sédhand of deep concentration. She is a person
of strong will-power, deep religiousity and purity of heart,
It is Quite possible thar with ber greater powers of single.
minded coaceatration, she will reach the feet of Ma much
sooncr than I can with my desultory efforts, So be it, let
Ma's kheydia be fulfilled in every way in our lives.”

It may be recorded bere that a few years afier his death,
Bhaiji's wife, Sm, Manikuntala Devi, did become reconciled
to Mataji. She had come to realize that she bad bees ill-
advised by many people and at the time did not have the
fortitude 1o discriminate between what was in her intercst
and what was mot. She had disregarded Mataji's fnvitation
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to reside with her husband when be was living slome in many
places cogaged 0 his sédhond and thus had Jost the oppoe-
tunity of being with him during the last years of his life.

Bhalji*s death was 4 major event in the life of the small
group of devotees who had attached themselies to Mataji.
There was nobody to take bis place and medizte Mataji's
kheydla. Ap exemplary identification with Mataj's kheydia
was unique with him. Mataji berself has sasd that many
times Jyotish would do things or deal with people according
to her kkeydla, without the mecessity for her to speak 1o that
effect. Many had found his guidance invaluable and pow
felt deprived of this sustaining source of encouragement.

Bhaiji was typical of the well-cducated man occupying a
responsible position in the world, well aware of the demands
of modern times and yet firmly established in the traditional
heritage of his own culture and background. He bad not
found casy solutions to his questions. He had had to do the
work of a ploneer breaking new ground all along the line.
Mataji was not keown widely or recognised as an extra-
ordinary personality inm his time. He had played a considerable
role ia mediating this extraordinariness for the people who
were dally flocking to visit Matajl.  The excmplary self-
surrender seen in Bhaiji is not something which happens of
itself but is ako a matter of constant lived effort. Bhaiji's
life will always remain a source of inspiration for those, who
would fain understand the phenomenon of yearning for a life
of renunciation.
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Chapter Fourteen
BHAUI'S LEGACY TO THE FAMILY OF DEVOTEES

For days after Bhaiji's death, the devotees surrounding
Mataji, could not think of anything else but the idcals be had
upbeld for them to follow ia life. In the last few days he
had talked st Jength with Joshiji who had broached the subject
of a school for boys on the lines of the ancient gurukul system
but where modern subjects would be taught as well. Mataji's
words with regard to these projects were :

“If you wish to undertake a work of this order, you are

certainly freo to go abead with it. 1 have nothing to say

in this matter. As you know I have no bheydls for under-
takings of this kind. Jyotish, as you know, had some
thoughts regarding the establishment of an exemplary
school where the teaching of the fundamentals of the
tradition would be combined with instroction in all modern
subjects, What | say is that any good work which is
undertaken with & sense of commitment and service is
worth while. 1 am pointing this out because all of you
now have a great desire to do this work of benevolence and
merit. All good and scifless enterprises everywhere in the
world are services to the One. All of you are 85 a rele
engaged in work for your own selves, 80 It is desirable
that you should become mvolved in altruistic work also
to take you out of the narrow limits of self-centredoess,

However, one must constantly remember that unflagging

endeavour is 10 be directed towards the realization of

Truth alone. Man cannot stay imactive and it is not
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practically possible for him to spend all the 24 bours in

meoditation and jupa, therefore all works are to be under-

taken which are conducive and helpful towards this end.

Service to bumanity, studies, engaging in good actions

are necessary for purifying the mind which is 10 be engaged

in sddhand. Eatcrprises which belp one toward God-
realization are alone worthwhile. Similarly anything which
proves to be a distraction is to be rejecied. Discrimina-

tion is required. All action must be undertaken with a

view to imcreasing and expandisg the sphere of God-

remembrance.”

Taking these words to sigaify Matajl's approval of the
scheme, Hari Ramji with the belp of a fow devoted friends of
Bhaiji, subsequently laid the foundation of an institution for
boys which was situated in Almora in the Ashrum that gradu-
ally took shape around Bhaiji's Samddhi at Patal Devi.*

From Dehradun, Mataji sent Didi and Swami Akhanda-
nands to Vindbyachal. Not daring to oppose ber kheyd/u
Didi left Mataji with great reluctance, being uwnable to
reconcile berselfl to the fact that Mataji would be left to
the care of comparative strangers, Mataji said to her :

“Iam cntrusting you with greater responsibility, There

arc now so many people here to ook after this body and

you bave already done to much in this respect.  You have

1o go to Dacca and talk to the people there. Only you

can do this. Tell them that they should all co-operate

with one another and proceed with fricadship and goodwill
for cach other. In Cakutta nlso, tell everyone that if they

hmod«nwbkmmcubh theen to r for the Madricehnon Exami-

nation at the Scate After this they have the option of either going
bmumhuhuh&muhhmwmb for furtber
stodes.
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%0 wish they may foregather in onophaudpnuhelnm.
meditation or sing kirtan Different days should be fixed
for mea and women. If any man or woman wishes to
leave worldly life and live as an ascetic, then arrangements
could be made for such & person if all of you so desire,
You shouk! talk to cveryono and encourage them on this
path. This will also be service (1o me). To help a person
to proceed on the path of Self-realization s seTvice to
God ™
With a beavy heart Didi parted from Mataji. When asked
if she should convey any message from Mataji to the devotees
in the various towns Didi would be passing through, Mataji
said, “Tell everyone that they shoud live constantly and
eniformly in God-remembrance with their attention firmly
fixed oa the One Goal,™
After coming from Almors Mataji had for almost & month
subsisted on water only. Her body had been very still as
if in samadhi. She would move a little with the greatest
dificelty and spoke roftly whea required to do 50. The
people of Dehradun had not seen her ia this condition before,
but learnt quickly not to ideotify it with any kind of illness.
They saw for themselves that Mataji way quite normal in
OVery respect excepting the witer stilloess of ber body and they

Mataji stayed fn Dehradun for less thas two months,
mu&mmcludmpkunemdmmmﬁ&
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her and began to understand something of her unique perso-
nality. They saw that Mataji was uotouched by Bhaiji's
demise although ber great comceern and thoughtfulness on his
behalf could not have been called into question at any time.
The comparative strangers who were attending to her simple
meeds gained in confidence in dasly contacts with ber. It could
be seen by them clearly that although Mataji took delight
in all places and as heterogencous a group & could be com-
trived by anyone, she retaied her own way of doing things
which was extrzordinary, or rather unique to ber only.

Mataji, at the invitation of Mammatha Nath Chatterixe
and others, attended the anawal Durga Puia Festival of the
Beagali community In the city, on October 13, 1937, After
the Puja, she said to her companions, ““Now that we have
come away from Kishenpur (the Ashram) let us not return
but go om to Hardwar."

As usual in Mataji's presence, improbable things were
made possible with comparative case.  Mataji's retinue, quite
coosiderable =t all times, enthusiastically accepted the plan
and travelled to Hardwar with her the same day. Changes
of clothes were improvised and monecy was collected from
voluntary contributors. All such impromptu arrangements
create an atmosphere of holiday and festivity quite pecaliar
to Mataji's presence. Perhaps by calling into question the
staid conventiomality of accepted norms, she opens up a
dimension of freedom for many people. It must not be
supposed that Mataji countenanced sanything untoward in
such modes of travelliag. Always, things would so arrange
themselves that her kheydle could be carried out in an exem-
plary fashion and everyone would be happy at the end of the
adventure. As for example, there would be a sufficknt
pumber of conveyances, sufficient moncy, clothes and food
for such sudden travels in big numbers. At firt Didi and
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others used to think it a coincidence, then the regularity with
which they encountered this phenomenon, led them to the
conviction that it was best to comply with Mataji's kheyalo,
0o matter how improbable or impractical it seemed. If &
more reasonable mode of engagiog on 2 course of action was
poiated out 1o Mataji, she would acquiesce immediately but
nothing would go right thereafter, and the councellors them-
selves would veer round 10 the ofiginal plan. Over the years
this fact has emerged with greater and greater clarity, so that
00 one who knows Mutaji well, consciously tries to modify
or deflect her kheydla. Mataji's words regarding her active
mode of behaviour “Jo ke Jaye” (whatever comes to be, is
how it should be and not otherwise) is truly expressive of ber
attitude towards events as they bappen. She does not male
any cffort toward achieving her Abeyila, neither is she dis-
sppointed if it cannot be carried out, because cither remains
equally acceptable 1o ber.

Mataji’s first visit to Gujrat :

Mataji stayed in Hardwar for three days only, She visited
the ashram of Mangala Giri Mabaraj and also went to see
Swami Asimanandafi, She reminded Swami Asimananda that
he bad once offered 1o escort her to the holy sites on the banks
of the river Narmada in Gujrat. He expressed his readiness
10 do so at any time convenient to ber. He bad reckoned
without his guest, becanse Mataji immediately said, ““Let s
then start, today, by the first available train 1"

Initially thrown into considerable disorder by her suggestion,
everybody got used to the idea very quickly, and when they
steamed out of Hardwar that ovening, it was realised that
it was not such an impossible scheme after all  Didi and
Swami Akhandananda had Jjoined Mataji's party at Hardwar
in response 1o ber invitation. Mataji accompanied by a
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comparatively smaller party came to Chandod, a small town
pear the miver Narmada on October 18, 1937. Swami Asima-
nanda was quite well known in this part of the country. He
made arrangements for their stay at the Vishnudasa Temple.

The visitors found the local people very hospitable and
courteout. The temple catered to people of all denominations
and welcomed all travellers who were desirous of visiting the
fansous sites for sddhand near the shores of the holy Narmada.
Down the centuries ascetics of great repute bad practised
ausieritics in these places. The ealice region is sprinkled with
temples, shrincs, ashramas and also less frequented bhuts and
caves where ope may spend years in absolute solitude. In
ooe of these caves Sri Balananda Drahmachariji of Deoghar
had spent several years. Mataji visited the ashram of the
Guru of Sri Balazanda Brahmachariji where she was made
welcome by Sri Kailashananda)i.

Mataji went 1o other places of interest, travelling by boat
after sunset. This seemed to be the wsual mode of procedure
because the sun made the open boats very uncomfortable
during the day. The local people could not spesk Hindi and
nobody in Mataj's party (excepting Swami Asimanandaji)
knew sny Gujrati. Conversations therefore were limited.
This however did not preveot Mataji from exercising her
incfluble attraction on men, women and children. Slowly but
steadily the number of people visiting Mataji’s camp site
increased.

Mataji's party mcluded Naresh Chakravarty, a professor
from Calcutta, and Shachi Babu, both very quict and serious-
minded men, On their way to Chandod, Mataji remarking
Jokingly on the grave aspect of Shachi Babu, had said, “You
scem to have become quite a gambhirmarhk babafi”'' Mataji's

1. The word “pambhis™ messs secious or profound, ia «hu words,
Mata)ls statorment meant “'Why ase you looking o serious
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use of the word “gambhirnath” stirred the memory of Shachi
Babe who recalled with some serprise and a great deal of
excitement that long 250 while reading a biography of the
S2int 50 named, be had expericaced & great loaging for visiting
the sites of the saint's fapasyd.  He now realized that be had
fome to the Narmada but bad quite forgotten that be had
oace been very keen to do so. His wishes were fulfilled in a
maaner quite beyoad his expectations.

Mataji went 10 Almedabad and to Baroda for a few days,
then returned to Vyasa and Kamb’oalhcﬂlmodailth
first week of November. She became known to people {rom
all strata of society, business magnates from Ahmedabad,
professional men and Women, and also the villagers from along

a little in Hindi und sbhe speat s much time with all those
who came 10 seek her advice as she always did wherever she
might be. Ope educated young lady asked Mataji, “Is there
aced for a Guru in one's life

Mataji replied, “Consider the fact that all one's life ome
is subject to (he influences of People around one, To begin
with, the parents, thea the teachers, in fact there is o end
(0 the number of persoas from whom we requice to learn
something or other., So a teacher i always necessary, a
teacher who will direct ome's effort in the right direction,
You may look at it from another angh too, Supposing you
wish 1o undo s difficult kool. You kave to bring it under
focus and Stedy the twist of the chords so that you may
unravel i1, Similarly, in order 10 achieve freedom, one must

other words, one mu.t accept discipline.”™
Another young girl said, “Mataji, I cannot meditate on
any form of God. As 3 matter of fact | do not care for any

symbol whatsoever, Hawmlmlmmlom my mind ™
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Mataji anywered, “In that case, you may Just sit still and
concentrate on the natural process of breathing. If you train
yourself to do that, this itself will ect as a symbol for you.™
The girl professed hersell very pleased with this answer,

One geotioman asked Mataji one day, “Is transmigralion
of souls a fact or not

“Yes, bat only for those who have such a sekskdra ; those
who are not determioed by their belief in this matter ate not
re-incaraated in other bodies.™

“In that case it would perbaps be better to be born as a
Christian or Muskim. who do not believe in re-incarsation
and for them all is over in just one Life-time.™

Matsji smiled and said, “1 ¢id pot mean the sosiskdros
engendered by onc's religion. Predilections may cut actoss
religious faith. It all depends wpon the status achieved by
the individual soul. What is thought to be troe is that all
souls are not mecessarily reincarnated.”

One day Mataji out of her own kheydla explained at some
length the Vreindaban life of Sei Krishoa. She said, “Unless
the mind has attained a level of being in rapport with the
Divine, one cannot hope to understand the 1118 of Sri Krishna.
In the state of union or semidh/, tbe senses are transcended
and then oaly one may experience the bliss which is soblime,
Some people, ussble to grasp the nature of this spiritual
experience, try to impose upon it theit own uaderstanding of
sach matters and thus redoce it 10 their own level. This s
why we hear 30 often people voking their reservations regard-
ing the i of Sei Krishna, The fact of the matter is that
unless one transcends totally the mundane sphere one canpot
step on to the divine ground of Vrndavan.™

Naresh Chakravarty, the professor from Calcutta, found
himself very much at home with this diourse, Perbaps,
Mataji had spoken for him alone, bocause be sgreed enthusias-
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tically and said, *“It is my conviction that the achintyibhedd-
bhedavids of Sri Chaitanya has touched the ultimate heights
of human yearning for God. Whatever one may say, the
Advaita Vedanta of Samkara leaves ooe with a feeling of
dissatisfaction because the heart plays a very small role in it.”

Mataji, however, did not agree and said rather forcefully,
“Only those who do not have a proper understanding of these
matiers, will hold such opinions. There js no contradiction
involved." Naresh Chakravarty was very pleased with him-
self for baving elicited from Mataji ber definitive preference
(as be saw it) for the Adaita Vedanta. He said, “'I feel Ma
prefers the Advaita point of view. Bot how can that be when
she has just now given such & beart-warming discourse on the
Krishna-l& 1 Then a little ruefolly be added, 1 see that 1
am only beginniag to get o glimmering of the scope and range
of Ma’s understanding Matajl said with a smile, “Deo you
koow what mipd is? “mei Gyd" (¥ wra)* that is, *I have
come." M i coterminous with the experience, “l am.™
If there is 0o “I' there is no mdyd "

During this visit to Gujrat the foundations for future
contacts were laid. Mataji moved amongst the people as if
she had known them for a long time. She scemed at home
in all these mew places and the local people came to look
upon her as the personification of their most cherished object
of worship. Their total acceptance of her was matched by
Mataji's attitude of being completely at ease with them, as if
with frieads of long standing.

Mataji, accompanied by ber party, left Gujrat at the
beginning of December and, travelling right across the north
of India, she came to Tarapeeth on December 9th, 1937, She
had sent away Didi again abeoad of her to Varanasi, but this

time without Swami Akhandanandaji. 1t came 10 Didi's mind
* la Hindi ~8 m"mwmuﬂ
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that perhaps Mataji wanted ber to be trained in the ways of
travelling alone and becoming quite independent of escorts,
This was probably true because she was asked to jom the
party of travellers at Moghulsarai after a few days only.

During ber travels in Gujrat Mataji spent a fot of time
with Ber own father and mother.  As written earlier,* Dida.
mafai (Mata)i's father) was a music lover and a singer of
some considerable ability. On many evenings, be filled the
hearts of the congregation by his readering of beautiful
devotional songs. Sometimes Mataji would join in, as she
pad done in childhood. One of the songs which many people
have heacd from Mataji berscll is us follows :

wCan | ever abandon that one, who desperately calls
‘mother where are you, where are you'. The ome who
remembers (Me) in his heart and fills his life with the Name,

Secs mothing in the uaiverse excepting the form of My

Image

One who does not speak of any other (than of Myself) and

is pained to see the sorrows of others,

Ope who remains tranguil in his own sorrow and joy and

does not hearken to calamny of others,

When a child cries for his mother and his tears flow, can

1 then stay away 7

Immediately 1 give him the shelter of my arms."

At this time Mataji inavgurated a new piAma-sankirtana
amongst her companions, adding a lise of ber own to the line
7 which was more familisr to the cars of the northerners,
pamely : “Raghupat! Righava Rijiram, jayati $iva Siva
Janaki Ram, patita pdvaaa, jay Styardm.” -
This peciod of quict life on the banks of the holy Narmada,
spent sometimes on temple verandas, sometimes in dharamidlis,
* V. 1, Chapeer Ose, p. 2.
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after a few weeks of his leaving her, he was laken ill. Mataji
at that time was i Tarapesth. About three days before his
death Bholanath brought her to Cakutta for o day 1o see
Didimatai. Tnis proved to be their lust meeting.  While

centration, calliag our, ‘Ma, Ma, Ms". To miny it seemed
that be had a1 thar moment changed from being an affectionate

50 constantly om the lips of Mataji. He died on December

people. It will be remembared that Bholasuth hag practised
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Chapter Fifteen
THE PASSING AWAY OF BHOLANATH

1938 was the year of the Kumbha at Hardwar. The
Kumbdhamela (the festival of the Kumbha) is a religious event
of great moment for al) Hindus. This festival is held in rota-
tion of threc years, at four places, viz. Prayag, Hardwar,
Nasik and Ujjain, so that cach town bas 3 turn afier twelve
years. The festivals in Hardwar in April and in Prayag in
January are comsidered specially important. Pilgrims from
all cormers of Indis focegather on the banks of the Ganges,
t0 bathe on the auspkious days and at the indicated times.
People put up in all kinds of impromptu shelters such as tents,
straw huts or any other type of temporary comstruction.
The residents of the town meet such members of theic family
and friends, they have not scen for decades

All pligrims are expected to gather under the banper of
their own panda (the professional caretakers of pilgrims at holy
places), for facilities of food and shelter. The fluttering of
differently marked flags of the paadas indicate their destinations
to the pilgrims from afur. The riverside becomes alive with the
vokes of thousasds of people, The highlight of the mela is
the gathering of all the ascetic orders of the Hindu religion.
This is the place and time when the lay people got glimpses of
all the sodwydsa dframas (ascetic orders). In accordance with
the tradition of the Kumbha, the sddhus are shown the highest
respect and given precedence over all other participants. The
lay people go around visiting the camps of the remowmed
ascetics, monks or sidhus, listening to discourses on theis
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favourite scriptures or attending other religioes events, or
simply joining in any kirtan, the straing of which can be heard
as a matter of fact, from almost sny corner of the vast camp-
site. For ope moath or so, people live in the exhilerating
atmosphere of a joyful festivity,

Mataji has called the Kumbha the dhrajr (sign, emblem,
banoer) of the Hindu dbarma.  Mataji's description seems
singularly apt when we consider the various elements which
combine to muke possible such an extraordmary odcurrence
as the Kkumbhamela. Just os a banner i indicative of the
place where people gather actuated by the same purpose, so
perhaps is the Kumbha, a place and time which discloses to
the Hindu his religion as an option which is vishle (ireyasa)
and is to be existentially experienced as such. The tradition
brings together the ascetic s well as the householder in an
experience of personal commitments (susbelpa) to the
common goal. This again recreates the opportunity of a
religious experience which is perpetuated by such repeated
celebrations.

Malsfi, in gemeral, accepts invitations and suggestions
for attending the Kumbha festivaly, mostly because her pre-
sence makes it possidle for many people 1o tuke part in it
Hundreds of devotees have had occasion to become alive to
ker kindoess and thoughtfulness in bringing the Kumbha
within the bounds of possibility for them. In 1934, Mataji
already happened to be i Hardwar, having arrived there a
few months before, She was staying st the house of Dr.
Pitambar Panth on the bank of the Gangee.  Dr. Panth had
retired from service and had settled in Hardwar. He had
met Mataji previously when She had been travelling around
with Virajmohini Devi.  While in Etawah, Mataji had saffered
from some stomach upset. Dr. Panth, who was the Civil
Surgeon of the town at the time, had brought some medicines
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for her. Mataji had sald to him that although it was mot
her khepdla 10 take any medicines at the time, if ever she
did have the kheydia, perhaps she would begin by placing
bersell under his medical care.

It s0 Bappened that Mataji was quite il at the beginning
of the year. She ran high temperatures and suffered from
paim in ber arms. While in Dehradun the doctors wanted
to treat her for the fever which became very alarming at
times. Bholanath was put in a Quandary over this matter
because he knew only too well that Mataji's kheydla should
not be imterfered with. The new devotees of Dehradun,
bowever, not knowing Mataji so well, began to demur at
Bholanath's reluctance to put ber under medical treatment.
At leagth, he gave way in the face of general opinion and
agreed that Mataji should be treated by the much respocted
Dr. Some of Debradun. When this question of medical
treatment came wp, Mataji recalled ber words spoken to
Dr. Panth years ago. Somebody came up with the information
that Dr. Panth bad retired from service and was living in
vearby Hardwar. Mataji thus had the kheydla 10 go 1o
Hardwar and contact Dr. Pamth. He was overjoyed to see
ber sgain but very troubled to find her ailing. He agroed
o prescribe medicine for her but be did this with great
hesitation. He said to her, “'I can prescribe only for ordinary
people. My medicine is not §oing 10 be effective unless you
have the kheyila to terminaste this illpess. Please, for our
sake, pet well now.”

Mataji became seriously ill from the first day of her taking
the medicines. To her alarmed companicas she said smilingly,
“Why do you have soch distaste for the illness ? I dom"t
ask any of you to go away, do 1?7 The illnesses want o be
with me for some time. [amnot ‘BF. Bat if T take medi-

cines then maturally 1 have to be ill.”
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Acceeding to Dr. Panth's request, Mataji came to his
house on the Ganges in the lust week of February. It was
wmcbmudubﬂybqumﬁn»'ﬁhvﬁlhgdmm
Mataji gradually began to walk about a little, Her illness
and recovery, as always, followed a pattern of their own, not
correlated with the intake of medicines. Throughout this
time she continued to receive people as usval and talk to
them. There was a constamt flow of guests form Delhi,
Dehradun, Bareilly and other places. Niraj Nath Mokberii
¢ame with his family from Etawad for a few days. Bholanath
was very pleased with Niraj's young som, Binde, whose
singing was Liked by everyone. Bindu Jearned to sing kirtan
and accompanied Bholanath oa his magar-kirtan, sometimes
boisted on his shoulders, 10 that the boy's voice could be
heard over the general din of the crowds.

Bindu's mother asked ope day, “Is it necessary to perform
the yogic disciplines of Grama, etc, ?*

Mataji replied, “It is advisable always to discipline opeself.
After all, everybody is sitting or standing or lymg in some
postare or other. The bodily attitudes revea! the state of
the mind. It can buuiiyncolhullfalinﬂ und emotions
correspond to a stance of the body. The mind cun be con-
trolled only when the body is adjusted appropriately. But
oae must not despair.  The mind which appears to be singu-
larly usamenadle to discipline, is also to be appreciated as
A great ‘ascetic’. It s mever matisflod with what is given
down here but is forever turning away to ook for something
beyond "

Hardwar was becoming crowded with the rush of pilgrims
for the coming Kumbha on April 13th. Bholanath was always
happy on such occasions of religious significance. Ewery
morning, he woold collect all available men and st ot
walking through the streets of the town, singing  kirtan
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(nagar-kictan). His tall and dignified personality commanded
respect from all passers-by. Strangers ceme up and bowed
to him and stayed to swell the throng of his Afrran party.

On April 13th, the final day of the festival, Bbolanath
accompanied by a great crowd of devotces went 1o Bralme-
kunda for the coremony of the bath, He was spontancously
acclaimed by the other ascetics gathered there fur the same
purpose. They did mot know who he was but must have
perceived in him an exalted personality commanding respect.

Unknown 1o others Bholsnath, while bathing in the boly
river, performed by himsell the rituals of adopting formally
8 life of renunciation.  This was in pursuance of some con-
versation he had had with Mataji, carlier.

At the conclusion of the Kumbha, the pilgrims are always
in a great hurry to leave the town, creating difficult travelling
conditions. The devotees thought it better that Mataji shoold
leave immediately by car for Dehradus. Bholsnath stayed
behind to escort all those who wished 10 go on to Dehradun.
Tt was cavier (0 find railway accommodation from Dehradun
at this time rather than from Hardwar, At the conclusion of
a function Mataji is always required to move first, sometimes
&t great mconvenience to herself, because 30 long as she is
there hardly aaybody likes to Jeave, If he can spend a few
more bours or days with her. This becomes a problem for
those who are in charge of providing food and shelier because
with Matsji all arrangements have 10 be impromptu and
temporary. 50 the easiest method of stnking camp i for
Mataji to Jeave for smother place.

Ia Debradun many people who had beem with her in
Hardwar bade her reluctamt farewells. Jyotish Guha's
daughter, Buni, cricd so much that everyone's heart was
touched. Mataji said to ber, “Why do you cry for somebody
who is smiling 7" All those who have come close to Mataji
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will bave experienced for themselves that this question s
unanswerable.

On April 24th, Didi's father, Swami Akhandananda, and
Bholanath returned again to Hardwar to attend the satindysg
ceremony of Akhandananda’s brother, Kunja Mohan, Bhola-
path was feeling indisposed but did not regard it seriously.
Mataji said to Didi, “'Bholanath is going to be very seriously
" Didi, slarmed at these words, wished to persvuade
Bholanath not to undertake the trip, but Mataji said again,
“You may try, but he will insist on going and the illness is
also inevitable.”

Bholanath returned from Hardwar with a high fever and
complaining of pain in the stomach. The fever persisted and
in a few days the doctors promounced that he was suffering
from chicken-pox.

Mataji said quietly to her companions, *It does pot Rppear
to me to be chicken-pox. You sce, discases reveal themselves
1o me just like persons. The personification scen by me | have
beard described by all of you as being much more fearful than
chicken-pox. I do mot know about symptoms, but 1 can tell
you what I have seen ™

Within a short time mobody was left in dosbt about
Bholanath’s iliness which turned out to be the dreaded small.
pox. Bbolanath was given the best medical treatment avail-
able in the town and the very loving care of the devotees but
the terrible nature of the discase made him suffer excrucia.
tingly, Mataji visited his room at frequent intervals and
made such suggestions for his care and comfort as she alope
koew how to do.

Bholanath's condition deteriorated rapidly. Everyone was
in despair at this sudden calamity. At this crucial time
Mataji unexpectedly asked Didi and Swami Akhandanands
to leave Debiradun immediately and to take Didima with them.
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Although Matajii had spoken quictly In her wsual manner,
Didi knew that this was one of those occasions when Mataji's
kieydla was not to be deflected. To forestall any pleadings
toward this stterupt, Mataji farther said, “It must be cither
all of you or I. If you do not leave, | shall.” This was not
to be thought of, so Didi with great misgivings in ber heart,
and in utter dejection of spirit at being obliged to leave
Mataji under such difficult conditions, set about making
arrangements  for  thelr  immediate  departure.,  Swami
Akhandananda expressed his bewilderment by saying, “Ma,
why are you scnding us away when we require as many as
we can have bere to look after Bholanath 7

Mataji said gently, “You are a sodmpdyi. You are not
required to render Bholunath any physical service. The only
way you can be of help to him is to engage steadfastly in
your own undertaking of the contemplative life.”

To inconsolable Didima, she said, “lIs it not agonizing
for you to watch Bholanath's suffering ? At this time be
does not require your physical presence. You can help him
by your prayers and bealing thoughts. Do that for bim pow.”
On Didi, to whom nothing at all made any scnse apart from
Mataji, she could only enjoin paticnce and fortitude. Didi
and others Jeft for Varanasi on May 4th.

Mataji spent most of her time in Bholanath's room.
Bholanath had been calling out 10 ber ‘Ma' like a child in
distress and Mataji responded to his call paturally and
spontancously. Proximity to death had dissolved the un-
authentic barriers to a disclosure of this relationship. Bhola-
rath now was not self-conscious anymore in showing his
total surrender, poblicly. Sitting by his bedside on the last
day of his life Mataji asked him, “Are you in great pain 7
Bholanath replied that he was but that he could mot quite
locate where the pain was. His whole body was under the
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influence of the dreadful discase and his suffering could be
casily imagined. He was lying on his side facing her and
Mataji was seen to pass ber band over his eatire body, from
head to toe and seemed to perform some kriyd over it, After
some time, in answer 10 & question, Bholanath replied that
be did not have any pain and was completely relaxed. Since
the beginning of ihe illness, this was the frst time, be was st
peace. He murmured “Ananda.”

At one time he said, 1 am going.” Mataji responded by
saying, “Why do you think 0?7 There are no goings or
comings, but a presence ooly in which there is no room for
such things.” Bholanath secmed to agree, saying, “Yes, so
you bave always said.” Matai's hand was on Bholanath's
head when he breathed his last on the night of May 7th, 1938, .
His death was calm and peaceful. For the people who were
keeping vigil at his bedside this created an atmospbere of
reverence in the face of the most mysterious event of life.

The man who had so joylully and so completely given of
himself in the service of Mataji and who was like 2 beloved
parent to the devotees was no more.
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AFTER BHOLANATH'S DEATH

Bholanath's passing away brooght about many changes
m the lives of the devotces, firstly, because it was an irrepair-
able personal loss for all those who knew him, and secondly,
because ncarly all of them bad in some measure or other 1o
reonent themselves in their understanding of Mataji.

In the begioning, as in other cases of bercavement, the
local people hesitated to introde wpon Mataji, but they soon
realized how ludicrous it was for them to think that Matsj
would be found grieving over the death of Bholanath
Mataji's attitude towards Bholanath's death was the same as
it had been, and was to be in future towards the deaths of
others who were clowly connected with her way of living in
the world, and who were totally dependeat wpon her for
their well-being. While they were alive she seemed entirely
concerned with their welfare, but she did not mourn their
deaths. She has said in this context, “What is the occasion
for grief 7 Nobody is lost to me. Do you feel sad when you
are obliged to go from one room to another 1

The ladics of Debiradun felt a little ashamed of themselves
for attnibuting their own emotional reaction to  Mataji;
they acknowledged this to her very soon. The geacral opinion
was voiced by someone who said, It is due 10 our limiations
that we see you go through changes i tume, like growing up or
growing old, or changes in material or social status. You ate
always the same and just what you are in yourself. So please
coatinue 1o do according to your kheyéle now as always"”
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Thus, no drastic changes were brought about in the mode
of Matji's lfe. Didi, waiting anxiously in Banaras for news
of Mataji, got reassuring tidimgs that everything was quite as
usual in the Ashram at Kishenpur. The attitude on the part
of the devotees in this context brings to light Matsji's unique
way of ‘playing’ the roles that she adopts. Nobody could
doubt Mataji's concern for her people, yet in the beginning
they had to learn by experience about her total self-sufliciency.
An understanding and a compawion which are compatible
with extreme detachment are hard to comprehend, especally
when the enigmatic persomality herself has nothing to ssy in
explanation of her own way of projecting this image.

Mataji remaired quictly at Dehradun for some time,
occasionally visiting Raipur. ‘There were very few people at
the Kishenpur Ashiram. Ruma Devi cooked the simple meals
for Mataji and saw 10 the comforts of visitors. Manmatha
Nath Chatterji, who had retired from service, was livisg in
the Ashram. Abhaya, a youth who had attached himself
recently to Matsji was a constant companion, Abhaya had
many disagrecable qualitics, such as monopolizing Mataji's
time to the exclusion of others; answering on  behall of
Mataji the questions pat to her by wvisitors ; being insensitive
t0 the requirements of others to the point of rudeness. His
sometimes very impertinent behaviour toward Mataji herself
would outrage the older devotees. All this was forgotien and
forgiven again and again, because of his childlike devotion
for Mataji on the one hand, and on the other his golden voice
and marvellous repertoire of devotional songs, many of which
be composed himself. Kirtan, before and since has never been
the same, according to some people. Abhaya had the unique
distinction of evoking a most indelgent compassion from
Mataji which remains unrivalled so far.  In himself be was n
most charming and eatertaining companion for all the younger
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members of the families visiting Mataji. Many young boys be-
came his devoted followers in music : many others, with rather
unfelicitious results tried to imitate him in his orientation
toward Mataii without possessing his guileless spontaneity.

Thess eveats are demonstrative of Matsji's mode of affir-
mation or reformation of individuals strictly in their own
rights. Cries of (favouritisn or partiality can be heard
amongst the people around Maraji. But a little reflection
shows clearly that everyone ovokes from Mataji the respomse
that be merits and seeds.  This is a fact which is hard to com-
prehend because it is not met within our ordinary everyday
world. It can be experienced in the proximity of Mataji alone.
Ordinarily, Mataji does not give definitive directions to people
who come seeking her guidance but oaly suggestions, which if
they so wish, can be complied with. In other words, Mataji
responds to the total persomality of an individual, which sbe
seems to perceive at a glance, and thus, no two people will
get the same treatment. The one common denominator
is that she calls everyone to his best cfforts toward the highest
endeavour, and she shows limitless concern for those who try.
For failures she has nothing bat compassion, and so, having
once taken refuge with her, no one need ever be afraid again,
This also accounts for the very motley nature of Matuji's
eatourage. People from all walks of life, all age groups,
any or no religlows persuasion, ascelics as well as house-
holders, find the same quality of affirmation in Mataji and
expericnce a sense of home-coming. The onus of under-
standing cven a litthe of this catirely woparalicled personality,
rests totally on the visitor. Nobody cam explain things to
everybody's satisfaction, because nobody has a clue to the
mystery of Mataji's kheydla,

Mata)i's indifferent health at that time coatinued 10 cause
anxicty to the devotecs. Abbaya had the happy idea of
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writing and askiog everyone who was willing to do soto
eagage in some adme-fupe, expressly for the purpose of praying
for Mataji’s health. He wrote to Didi also, who in tura
conveyed the idea to others ; in this way, probably for the
first time, devotecs distant from and usknown to each other,
became united in & common resolve for prayers.

In the last week of Jauly 1938, Mataji travelled to Solan
and thea on to Simla. This was Matajt's first visit to Stmla
sfter the death of Bholansth. The devotees of Simla lurgely
consisted of Bengali officers of the Central Secretariat, since
Simla at that time used to be the summer Head Quarters
of the Government. The periodic reassemblics had forged
a common bond between such of the men and their families
as were Iaterested (n heeping alive the tradition of sdmg-
sankirtana, saoctfied by Sri Gauranga Mahapeabhu. This
group of people had become very attached o Matajl and
welcomed her joyfully in their mudst. Not finding Didi
with Mataji, they enquired about her. Didi had gone to
Varanasi, Vindhyachal, Calcuita and Dacca according to
Mataji's suggestions, She had been in Dacca during the
Birthday cclebeations. This was an especially poignant year
for the devotees of Dacca because of Bbolanath's death and
also because the image of their beloved Kali had to be given
its final interment inside its own little shrine,

Didi, although inconsolable at being separated from
Matajs for so long, bad realized how necessary her presence
bad been in Dacca ot the time. Now she was happy to be
recalled to join Mataji in Simla. Didi met Matuji for the
first time since Bholanath's death and now cagerly listemed
to ber description of the cvents leading up to it.  The devolees
of Simla who had wanted to hear about it but had hesitated
to broach the subject to Mataji cow had an oppoctunity to
kkarn about there evemts. Matajl, in ber inimitable style
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related the whole incident in detail, recreating for her audience
the last bours of Bholanath’s life.

Describing the lust few hours which were characterised
by Bholanath’s sercnity and calm scceptance of his imminent
death in the face of which be had said “Ananda", Matsji
asked Didi, “Did 1 not do well to send my mother away with
you and Swamiji? Without a doubt she would have made
this incident a matter of grief and lamentations, Whereas
Bholasath's last minutes were so gquict and peaceful that
not even the pzople in the room realized what had
bappened till | drew thelr attention to it by saying to the
Kavira) (ayurvedic doctor), “What do you say 7 As far as
yout science goes. i1a’t every thing over ™ '

Thea, with a half-smile Mataji added, “Some people are
amazed to hear me talking hke this about the death of Bbola-
nath, and ate a little shocked 100.” Many of the group of people
sitting around her protested saying such thoughts had not occur-
red to them. Mataji turned and looked at an elderly lady and
asked lightly, “What do you say, mother 7  Isa't it shocking
the way 1 talk £o unconcernedly about the death of Bholanath?™

This lady then joined her palms together and said humbly,
“Yes, Ma, 1 must confess that such was exactly my reaction
to your narration. However, I ice that this is due to my lack
of understanding of what you are. We are unable to disasso-
ciate oursclves from human relationships and therefore
agtomatically uscribe them to you. [am now taken aback
at my own folly in thisking that you should be bound by
such ties as we cxpericace. Forgive us and bear with us,”
Mataji laughed away ber apology and said that such
thoughts were quite natural after all, The slight coastraint
which the people of Simla had orcated for themselves vanished
and they gave themselves over to the joyous experience of
haviog Mataji amidst them for a few days.
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A woman mked her one day, “Ma, | am quite unable to
calm my mind and am in despair how to control its perpetual
restlessness.” Muataji smiled and said, “What | would say
is that your mind is by no mecans ‘restless’. If you caperience
the restiessness of ardent yearmmg for God thea you will
ot once be on the way to tranquility. Learn to be really
‘restiess”.” The womun was very delighted with this answer
to her question.

On August 20d, Mataji expressed her kheydla to leave
Simla. The residents at once raised strong objections. They
were aot at all willing to bet Mataji leave them after such a
short visit. They were then obliged 10 take pole, as it were,
of another of the unique facets of Mataji's personality.
Inspite of her gentle domeanour snd her unfailing considera-
tion for others, her Kheydls was mot casily deflected. 1t was
not that sbe sought in any way to impose her decisions on
anybody, in fact it was quite to the contrary ; but it always
30 happeaed that things arranged themselves (n such o manner
that her kivepdla was borne out. Didi and other close com-
panions had Jong since given up the idea that they were
dogged by scries of colncidences and they had learnt to abide
by Mataj's khydla 1o the extent to which they understood
what it was that was required of them. The people of Simla
were obliged to bid Mata)l u sorrowfal farewell for the
time being.

Mataji went to Solan, about 2000 ft. below and 30 miles
awzy from Simia on the same mountain range, the bome of
Jogibhai und bis wife, the Rani Saheba of Baghat Stste, a
princess of great ability and remarkable gemerosity, who
always made people feel welcome and at home in Solan. All
officers of the princely Bouschold became involved in cager
and willing service (o Mataji and to all those who happened
to be with her.
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Mataji stayed in her wusual place which was known gs
Shogi Baba's temple in Solan. During the week-end the
devotees of Simla came down and performed their beloved
ritual of the adma-yafio, under the acgis of the Raja Sahib of
Solan. Nothing gave these men greater pleasure than to be
able to celebrate this function in the presence of Mataji.

From Solan Mataji went t0 Dehradun and stayed at the
Ashram for a fow days. Oa August 18th, Mataji proceeded
to Mussoorie accompanied by quite a large group of people.
The local inhabitants quickly became attached to Mataji
and as always and everywhere is the case with Mataji, the
crowd of visitors kept on swelling continvously, One day,
the entire party went on an expedition to see the view from
the highest poiat of the mountain-town, Two dandees were
hired to go along with them. Whike they were resting near a
church, the coolies who carried the dandees started talking
to Mataji. One of them said, “Look Mataji, (all women are
addressed as such ia India), this is called a church., The
foreigners wonship God here just as we worship Him in
tempies.  After all, what difference is there amongst people
of diffcrent religions T We are like brothers born by the same
mother, are we not 7" Mataji concurred and he went om to
say, “God alone is real, all else is illusion and this is & source
of our forgetfulness of our real Self. But alas, we are such
weak mortals that it is dilicult for us to turn away from
indulgence.”

Mataji's companions were thoroughly enjoying this interlude.
She herself was totally involved with her newly found teachers.
She said, “Is that so Pitaji ? Then | must begin to carry out
the lessons you are teaching me. [ sbail give up the comfort-
able way of travelling and walk the rest of the way.” With a
mischievous look she left the coolies behind and started
walking down the steep moustain path, The coolies were
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alarmed at this prompt obedience on the part of their student
and ran after her to persuade her to sit in the dandee again.
Mataji went on with her dinlogue with the coolies, and ended
up by saying that in remembrance of their conversation they
should promise to devote a few minutes of every day to spiri-
tual endeavour. They agreed readily und assured Mataji that
they would never forget her.

Mataji stopped in fromt of a sweets shop. Didi, Interpre-
ting this rightly, parchased Jots of sweets which were distri-
buted to all the conlies.

In the second week of September Mataji returned 1o
Dehradun and almont immediately went to Hardwar. -
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Chapter Scventeen
MATAJI'S ILINESS AND RECOVERY

In Hardwar Mataji was taken ill with severe pain in the
stomach. Dr. Panth persuaded bker to come and stay at
Pectkuthi, his house on the bank of the Ganges, so that she
may be more comfortable than in the dharomidls, Mataji
hersclf remarked that the discase was likely to assume its
severest form. Dr. Panth diagnosed some type of ejceration
and was very perturbed about her condition. He said to her,
“Ma, this discase, if left to run its course, can assume terrible
proportions. So please, for our sakes, bring about your
kheydla for your own recovery.”

It may be recalled that Mataji had been quite ill in Hardwar
once before, whea Dr, Panth had treated her for her ailment.
Subsequently be had had an arguoment with Hari Ram Joshi
about the nature of Mataji's illnesses. Joshi had maintsioed
stoutly that medicines were futile in her case and that her
own kheyéla for recovery was all-important. The doctor, on
the other hand, saw mo reason for disregarding the eficacy
of medicines in cases of maladies of the body : but he was
also well aware that the ‘patient’ in Guestion was anything
but an ordinary sick person.  As be confeised later, he had
all the time been experiencing a conflict with regard to this
matter. Now that he knew Mataji a little better, he was a
bit wary of glibly prescribing medicines and yet he did not
quite see his way to ignoring the clear symptoms of discase
apparent to his professional eye.

1t may not be out of place bere to point out that with
Mataji there is po question of pretence to any mood or any
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type of behavioos, On occasions she is seen to relegate, as
it were, her uwual state of joyousncss to the background ; as
for example when she mingles ber tears wilth those of some
afllicted person, At such moments nobody could be pearer
or dearcr to the heart of the sorrowing.  She does not griove
but without fail shares in the feclings of those who stand in
Beed of solace from ber.

At times again it is seen that Mataji becomes completely
remote and unapproachadle. It is not that a barrier is thrown
up but she secmy entirely withdrawn within herself. A perfect
image of aloofness forestalls all lasguage of familiarity, At
such times all ties of various relationships stand as if dissolved.
Until and uhless the beckoning smile dawns on her foce. it
remains completely inscrutable for even those who censider
themselves close to her by virtue of long years of personal
service. This is the reason that no one has a privileged place
i her vicinity, Everyone knows himself or heeself 10 bo as
close or as distant as the other 07 even the merest stranger or
newcomer.

On rare occasions a few people who are conscions of
having erred, have expericnced in Mastaji a flash of nnger,
comparable o a sudden streak of lightning, yet ot the very
fame moment others do not see any change in bet serepe
countenance. It is very difficult to dexcribe thete aspects
because the simultaneity of opposites is without parallel in our
own experience. Mataji's moods, therefore, can be said to
be acither real nor pretended. They are called forth, if such
be ber kheyila, by the circumstances brought about by the
time, place, people and eveats. The ilinesses which affoct
Mataji's body can aho be understood as such.  Just a8
Mataji declared herself to be n withess 1o the Shivar playing
over her body at the time of Airtaw, so also she sces ber ill
nesses as visitors inhabiting ber body. Mataji's fully Self-
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possessed bebaviour under both conditions, confirms this view.
All witnesses to these conditions of ber body, whether na
bidva or when iIl, can see exsily that she remains indzpendent
and self-suflicient in herself all the time  If called repeatedly
by the devotees, who naturally cannot bear to see her in any
condition but that of her natural state of joyousness, she
responds and ‘returns’ to the mundane world or ‘recovers’
from an illness, as the case may be. Her companions there-
fore have learnt that it is best to invoke her own Mheydla
towards anything which is beyond their own understanding
or control. It has been seen again and sgain that Mataji's
kheyala is mot impossible 10 evoke becawse ber compassionate
understanding is not peoof against earnest prayers or des-
parate appeals for help.

In Hardwar, at this time, although her bodily suffering
could not be doubted by Dr. Panth, he prayed to ber to rid
herselfl of the discase, half belioviog in Joshili's statements
regarding the nature of Mataji’s illnesses. It is possible that
Mataji responded to Dr. Panth's state of genuine conflict.
It so happened that the same might the few people sitting
pear bee bed which included the doctor, saw the beginmings
of yogic keiyis on her body. As always, the actions did not
appear to be performed wilfully, but Mataji's limbs scemed
to arrange themselves in a variety of beautiful postures. It
seemed a fluld demonstration of yogic dzamas with their appro-
priate accompaniment of breath control and positions of the
head, hands and feet. Thoie who have seen Mataji perform
even one drama know how beautifully ber body seems to flow
into a yogic stance. She pever manipulates ber legs or arms
but they scem 10 settle into the correct posture quite effort-
Jessly. Dr. Panth with folded hands watched enthralied this
manifestation of vogic kriypdrz. While her body assumed
intricate dsamar, Mataji's face wore its sormal expression
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and she spoke a few words also to the persons sitting at ber
feet. Once she said, “How interesting ! The whole body s
as if righting iself in and out !"

This phenomenon lasted for about an bour, At the
ead of it Mataji had recovered her health and was without
any of the symptoms which had caused so much concern to
Dr. Panth. Some time later, in answer toa query, she said
that it had been bher kkepila to speak a few words, which
is woussal on sach occasions, in order to preciude thoughts
of fits or seizures from the mind of the doctor, This was
however far from his thoughts He realised that he had
witnessed a manifestation of great yogic powers. He now
sdmitted that vp to that moment be had not been eatirely
convinced by Joshiji but now all his doubts were laid at rest,
He said, “Ma, 1am sore, you have rid yoursell of all vestiges
of illness and are now completely cured.”

Mataji, in general, slways smiles off any ascription of
miraculous powers to her, so she now said with a smile, *Is
that so 7 Well, you are an upright brahmin, living like an
ascetic on the banks of the holy Ganges. If | have recovered,
it is because you have said so and your words canmot be in
vaim."

Many devotees from far and near, alarmed by Didi's
letters, came to Hardwar to sec Mataji, only to be happily
reassured by her usual radiant smile. Much to their amuse-
ment, Mataji said to Didi, *“You sce, you will be made to look
a fool now.” Dl jolned in the laughter and was understood
1o say that she much preferred being made to Jook a fool on
this occasion to the other alternative,

On September 25th, the foundation for the future Sei Sri
Anandamayce Kanyapeeth was laid at Peetkutti. Didi had
wanted to establish an educational institution for girls oa the
lines of the Vidyapeeth for boys at Almora. The first sponsors
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of this scheme were Swami Akbandananda and ome Sheo
Prasad Sinha, a reputed lawyer from Allahabad, who was
visiting Mataji at the time. Manmatha Nath Chatterji of
Dehradun performed the piM for the inauguration ceremony
in Mataji’s presence. The first two inmates were Bhaktipriya
and Shastipriya, two little girls who had been given in Didi’s
care in Dacca.*

Mataji left Hardwar after the Paji holidays and, visiting
many towns om the way, came to Calcutta in late October.
De. Panth was travelling with her this time. He was trying
his best to introduce some sort of order in Mataji's usual
bectic programmes.  Others before him had abo attempted
to organite the chaos which scems to surround Mataji, bat be
did not kmow this and tried to normalisc her hours of audience
to the public and of rest. Deferring to his wishes, Mataji
retired to her room cvery night penctually at 10 p.m.
Nobody was aliowed 10 disturb her after the time for public
audicace was over. He fixed hours for her meals as well,

This type of routine was quite unheard of in Mataji’s circle
where time was reckoned neither by the clock nor by the sun
or moom. Mataji's attendants were trying hard to adjust
themselves to this regimentation. It must be borme in mind
that there was no one in Mataji's group who could assume
power over others. If Mataji countenanced the wishes of
some newcomer then others abided by his arrangements as
well. So Dr. Panth brought about some sort of order in
Mataji's daily programmes. The devotecs of the towns she
visited obeyed the new rules and went home at 10 pam, every
night. Calcutta, however, was another matter, where the
pew order at once came to grief. [mpatient crowds were not

% This schoal for gitls is now housed in the Ashram in Varanasi sod
B offliated 20 the Sampoornanand Sankrit University.  The girls study wp
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in the mood to abide by Dr. Panth's requests for short visiting
bours. People waiting in anguished expectancy for a glimpse
of Mataji and perhaps a few words, were upset by doors being
closed to them. Many turned away decply hurt. The
feelings of frusteation gained ground, Ome day, a few hardy
souls worked their way past the harrassed door-keepers and
eatering Mataji's room wept out their sense of grievances.
Mataji smiled at their disgruntled accusations against all those
who had wanted to preveat them from entering her room.
Then she said, “You are shedding tears. Let me also do s0."
Then in the same light tone of jesting she went on mvoking
the tears to come 1o her. In a few moments the atmosphere
of the room had changed completely. The visitors were
quiet and still, not kaowing how to stop the train of events
they scemed to have set in motion, Within & minute, Mataji
was weeping in the manner of the deeply aflicted. Everyone
now prayed for her Akeydla to desist from crying. Aftera’
while the deeply troubled devotees. their own mood of un-
happiness forgotten completely, were relieved to see her smile
break through the tears, restoring the usual atmosphere of
serenity and joy near her.

The devotees of Calcutta realized that they had over-
reacted to a new situation. They should have remembered
that it was not Mataji's way to inhibit anybody from domg
what be obviously thought was the very best thisg to do for
her. She, in general, does not force any issue, but wails
patieatly till the person concerned is ready for a re-evaluation
or a turning around. I this instance Dy, Panth realired very
soon that he was trylag to guard somebody whose freedom
could not be curtailed or even affected in the least by anything
or anybody. Mataji gave herself freely to the people, or
rather as she berselfl sometimes said, there were no ‘others’
for her. She was always with berself oaly. Dr. Panth
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understood all this gradually and after & while lost the
inceative for introducing order and system into Mataji’'s way
of life.

From Calcutta, Mataji went to Dacca for a short visit,
This time she was without Bholanath and Bhaiji. In finding
her in their midst once again the devotees of Dacca gained
new heights in their understanding of her personality. From
Dacca Mataji again wandered back to Uttar Pradesh. She
had no definite plans or settled places of residence. She
stayed on house-boats on the river at Allababad and Varanasi.
At Vindhyachal she spent many hours sitting under the tree
in froot of the small Ashram. For Mataji's companions the
pataral stillness of the quiet hill-top was a contrast to the
nolsy activity in Dacca and Calcutta. Mataji hersell is never
troubled by crowds and s0 caanot be said to prefer solitede,
She felt as comfortable in Vindhyachal as she did ia Cakutta,

Mataji had the kheydila to visit Deoghar and arrived there
on November 17th. Pran Gopal Mukherji, getting news of
her arrival, came to the inn and requested her to shift to
their Ashram. He remonsteated with her for pot informing
him beforehand so that he could have made proper arrange-
meants for her. Mataji disarmed him from being reproachful
by saying, “Is the inn different from the Ashram ?  You, who
live in the Ashram should not identify yourself with it. 1do
not visit different places, I am always at the same place, you
know that, don't you ™

It goes without saying, however, that ke and Mohana-
nandaji Maharaj preferred her to stay at the Ashram where she
had visited earlier and was well known. In the eveaing many
people assembled in her room. She talked to them answering
questions and also urging them 1o a greater effort toward Sclf-
realization. She would say, “Everyome has to walk aloag a
particular path and so one should not hastily coaclude that
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one's own path is the way for all. And why not? Because
while one is still in a state of endeavour ope is naturally opera-
ting within the dimension of want and ignorance, This state
of lncompletencss should bring home 10 us the vastness of
the area of the as yet unknownm anmd unattained. Final
resolation is not a matter of legislation, but an overflow of
enlightenment which brings with it the light of total vision.
Don't you see how & pot while being filled makes & great deal
of noise ; when it s full, it becomes quiet, even the overflow
spills over noiselessly in all directions, The right to speak
and a state of overflowing plenitude are the same.

“Everyome is a wayfarer on the path to the Knowiedge of
Self. TheSelfisOne. Allis One. It is an imadequacy to
describe it thus, however, because to say that all is One is
still not to state the One. Morcover, one may ask, “If the
Self is Ome, bow is it that the death of X does not bring
about the death of Y 7 To this may be said that births and
deaths are to the Sclf what a rising and falling of a breeze
is to the air. We only feel the air when there is movement
it. We are not aware of it when it does not manifest as
currents of air, Births and deaths, manifestation and mon-
manifestation, indicate the presence of the One unchanging
consciousaess (Caitanya).™

“The crux of the matter s, to know opescil.  Actually, the
enquiry into Self-knowledge comes maturally to us, because,
everyone, in truth, loves himself only. Sometimes people
say, 'l put 50 and so, or such and such 2 thing above myseli.'
That is not so. 1 one were to look closely coough one would
discover the affinity which underlies such ties. Look at it this
way : If it so happens that some action has to be performed
which s completely agsinst our self-expression, or some one
accommodated, who is totally an outsider, thea such actions
are felt as curtailment of our freedom to be ourseives,
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“Not only is Self-enquiry a matural thing for us to be
cngagaged in, but we constantly paricipate in the play of the
Oee and the Infinite. This single tree here is part of a series
extending infinitely both before and after. Our bodies have
a begioning, middle and end and yet from within this finite-
ness we get a glimpse of infinity. How? Because, if ]
touch your hand you will say ‘It is I, If I touch your foot ar
bead, you will still say *It & 1. The ‘I' would fain not
ideatify stself with any part of the body.

“The mind is yet more interesting.  You cannot give a full
account of your mental activity evem of the last five
minutes, let alone of months and years, This mind which is
defexted by five minutes, yet dares to understand the Infinite,
So you see, an awarencss of our own desire to know more
is all that is required 1o begin with. It is like cutting onc's
way out of the forest. The bewilderment of being lost
inu mnllilm!e of ways and meaans, is the natural state of the
human being in the world. A sustained, usi-directional
effort Is required to work one's wuy out to a clearing to
gain an unclouded vision, In other words, to attain to the
stillness of perfect tranguillity, one must begin by focussing
on the constantly wavering ¢bb and fow of one's own life-
breath.

“The sddhaki koows that his aim is to koow himsell
He proceeds to harness the powerful force of the mind to a
ome-pointed attention toward this goal. The guestions of
Infinity, Oneness and other such questions must remain un-
answered till the goal is reached, It is right that this should
be s0, because, unless one experiences 4 state of burning
insufficiency one cannot go beyond, to the region of certitude,
which transcends speech as well us silence.”

Mataji would smilc at the visitors and say, “How much
more time will you spend at a wayside inn 7 Do you not want
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to go home”? Truly, how exquisite is the thought......that
all is One only. One is in himself the wanderer, the land
of exile, the home-coming and the home. .....Oneself is all
that there is......".

Mataji's words filled the bearts of the serious minded
people who bad gathered to listem to her. Nobody could hear
enough of her beautiful exposition of the aspirations of a
sddhaka but the time for farewell inevitably drew near.

From Deoghar Mataji returned to Uttar Pradesh agaio,
This time she did not linger at any place but travelled on
to Gujrat. Passing through Baroda and Chandod, she came
on November 29tk to Vyasatirtha, a remote site for rapasyd
on the banks of the holy river Narmada., She was sccom-
panied by Didi, Ruma Devi and Sadhanda only.

Vyasatirtha bad been visited once before by Mataji when
she had stayed there overnight. Tt was a forest retreat with
only a few ashrams and temples nestling under the trees. The
local people held the place in great vencration as the site
where a great number of renowned ascetics had practised
their sddhand. Although, Mataji was sot known in this
secluded corner, it was not long before she begam to attract
the notice of men and women liviag in retirement in huts
and ashrams. The inmates of the ashram of one Swami
Yogananda made room for ber and her companions in their
own building. She received as much care and attention
from these strangers as in any place where she was well-
known.

Mataji stayed in Vyasa for more than a month, Off and
on people from Chandod, Baroda and other nearby places
came to visit her. Somctimes she hersell crossed the river
by boat to the other shore and spent 2 night or 5o on temple
verandas. Much of the time she sat under a big tamarind
tree on the banks of the Narmada. Abhaya had joined them
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and he would ask her questions about her life in Bajitpur,
Dacca, etc. but mostly they sat in meditative silence in tune
with the spirit of the holy place.

In Vyasa, Mataji came to know aa clderly woman living in
A cottage by herself, in retirement from the world, She sub-
sisted on fruits and uncooked food only and thus came to be
referred to as ‘Phalihiri Ma™* in Mataji’s circle. This woman,
because of her piety and her grave and dignified deportment,
was held in mech respect by the local people. Mataji used
o go and sce her every now and then. It was obvious to
Mataji's companions that Phalihiri Ma did not quite welcome
this intrusion in the begioning but after a few days they
found that if Mataji did not visit her, she would come to
their hut to see Mataji. In due course she became 3o attached
to Mataji that she was visibly upset when Mataji weat away,
for the day, to the other side of the river. Abhaya remons-
trated with Mataji on this issue, saying, “This poor soul
was living in peace and solitude, why do you distract her
attention 7 When you go away she will not know a moment’s
peace and yearn for your presence and all to no purpose,
it scems to me.” Mataji smikd mischicvously but did not
say anything. After a few days Phalihiri Ma revealed the
story of her life to Maiwsji in private. She was a widow,
Her oaly daughter, the joy of her life, had died at the age of
twenty. The lght of the world had gome out for her then
and she had abandoned ot secking forgetfulpess in this remote
place. She had carved outa life of strict regimentation for
herself and was trying to eogage in sadbond in solitude, She
also confessed that in some strange fashion Mataji reminded
ber of ber beloved dead daughter. Mataji listened in sym-
pathetic silence to this tale of grief and the brave effort
toward overcoming the grief.

L One who eats fruits only.
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On her next visit 1o Phalihiiri Ma, Mataji said, ""Ma, you
bave said that I am like your daughter, so you are my mother,
right 7

“Yes, yes."

*“Then you will not mind if I call you ‘Ma' 7

“Of course not,”

Mataji at once began to call out in the appealing tones of
& youngster for his mother, *‘Ma, Ma, Ma, Ma...."

Phalihiri Ma became very agitated and her cyes filled with
slow unaccustomed tears. Mataji stopped and then said to
ber in a very gentle tone, “Ma., you have in your time shed
bitter and profuse tears. 1 bave today mingled mine with
yours.™

On their way back Mataji was taken to task by Abbaya.
“Why did you remind her of all that she is trying so hard
to forget? Now you have destroyed her peace of mind
altogether.”

Mataji said, “It is not proper 1o bury your problems and
sorrows and smooth them over. It is best to bring them
out motbeopennthallbeymbeowmcndleﬂ
behind.™

After this incident, Phalibiri Ma did seem a litte more
relaxed and approachable. She scemed less prone to stand
aloof from any comtact with the world and peopie. Whe
can say if one major reason for Mataji's visit to Vyasatirtha
had not arisen out of the mute and real need of this WOoman,
80 bravely living a life of renunciation.
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TOWARD AN UNDERSTANDING OF MATAJI'S
TEACHING

January 1939 : Mataji had very few companions with her
while she travelled in Gujrat ; Ruma Devi and Abhaya, and
at times Sadban Brahmachari. But, as was only to be expected,
it took hardly a little while for people to find out that she was
in town and to gather ot whatever place she was stayiog
She put up at Rambagh Dharmadili in Dakore. Didi was
seat away by Mataji to sec to the affairs of the Kanya
Ashram, saying that it was mot proper to meglect a project
after initiating it. Mataji knew that Didi’s naive faith in all
people doing their utmost to carry out amy work which was
started in her (Mataji’s) name, was not jestified. Didi was
obedicat to Matajl's suggestions regarding her own respon-
sibilities for the instifution she had brought into existence ;
but she could mot be coavinced by Mataji or by anybody clse
that she would serve any good purpose anywhere, away from
Mataji. In this instance, Didi, with a heavy beart, weot 1o
Allahabad to stay with the girls for a litthe while. The Kanya
Ashram was housed m a garden-house near Daryaganj, in
Allababad at that time,

Mataji travelled through Baroda and Ratlam and stopped
at Mathura, The people who were most ¢oncerned about
ber whercabouts and welfare lJost contact with her after
Mathura. Sadbanda and Abhaya had both been sent away
and they wrote to the dismayed devotces that Mataji had
cxpressed ber wish 1o remain by hersell for 2 while. There
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was nothing for them to do but to abide in patience till Mataji
should have the Aheyila to come into their midst again.

Mataji, it transpired later, had travelled right across North
India and had come to Navadweep, accompanied by Ruma
Devi only. For about thirteen days they lived on a boat on
the Ganges, belonging to one Ramraj. Ramraj was at first
a Jittle wary of his unusual passengers. Upobtrusively, be
would keep walch on their activities. Soon word travelled
regarding the presence of a striking lady and her compazion
on the banks of the Ganges. The local Police Station sent
a constable to make enquiries about these visitors. Ramraj
had a losg talk with the constable. He said that as far as
be could see, Mataji was no ordisary human being but surely
a devi. The coastable was himself likewise impressed, and
enjyining on the boatman to ook after his passengers care-
fully. be lefit.

During the day the boat was rowed away from the crowded
sbore and Jduring 1he night it was brought back again to the
riverside. Ramraj and his fellow boatmen became self-cons-
tituted guards and care-takers of Mataji. This was not at
all wouswal for her because it can be seen that wherever she
goes, she evokes this response of care and concern in people.
For this it is not necessary for her to speak.  As a matter of
fact not many people could understand Hindi in Gujrat,
where she had travelled extensively. Wherever she is, people
are irresistibly drawn to her as if she were the most cherished
person and feel impelled to do their best for her. And so it
was with the simple men who plied boats on the Ganges for
a living.

Abhaya managed to find his way back to Mataji aad pro-
cured ber permission to inform other people about her where-
abouts, Within a day or two a crowd collected at Navadweep.
The grateful devotees felcitated Ramraj on his good fortune
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and the latter received so many gifls as would be beyond his
wildest imaginations.

By the end of February Mataji left Navadweep to go w0
Pur.. From there she went to Deoghar via Calcutta and
then to Baparas on March 5th. In Banaras Mataji stayed
at Hari's Dbharmadild this vime, but oaly for a day. Omn
March 6th, she came to Vindhyachal. Didi, who was waiting
all this while impatiently for permission to rejoin her, was
able to do 50 now.

Didi was troubled by practical problems concerning the
arrangements (o be made at the varsous ashrams.  The inmates
cagerly awaited some definitive instructions from Matay
regarding daily life. They were not prepared psychologically
to obey any other authority. Didi was always put in a
quandary over this matter because nobody had relcgated any
authority to any one person and everyone was, more or less,
free 10 do as be or she liked. In general this worked quite
well, but at times some readjustments had to be made. Didi
stuck to the principle that everything should be brought to
the motice of Mata)i m order that ber kheydl/a might be evoked.,
In this connection, it may be recalled that Bhaiji had had a
totally different approach. He had never wanted to trouble
Mataji with details of practical matters. Didi, on the other
band, never imagined any issue to be too trivial for Mataji.
In this isstance, o Didi’'s appeals for some mandatory
advice, Matap answered, 1 have only one thing to say:
All of you together, in conformity with ecach other, should
strive for your spirttual well-being. You, who are looking
for that great Unity, can you not be united in your search
for it T

At Vindhyachal, visitors arrived from Banaras, Allahabad,
and Mirzapur, the nearest towns. Sitting among a group of
visitors one day, Mataji said, “Strive for Immortality,”™
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Somebody remarked, “It is difficalt to know which s the
troe path.” Mataji rejoined, “If you sit with all doors and
windows closed, how can you see the path 7 Open the door
and step out, the path will become visible, Once on the way,
you will meet other way-farers, who will advise and guide
you as to the path. Your job is to moster whatever strength
you have to get underway-—thereafter help is assured.™

Another person raised the question of will and grace.
Mataji said, “Yes, it is true that there is naaght else but
grace, but onc has to bring oneselfl to the realization that
this is g0 ; that ooe has no independent power to go counter
to the flow of grace. What I say is that a litthe effort is
required to reach the current, as it were. Supposiog you are
going to the river for a swim. First you will have to walk
1o the river. Secondly you will have to swim out to the
current.  Ouce there, you will find that the current is guiding
you ; that you have nothing further to do but relax and
float with it. It is 2lso true that the initial effort which is
required of you is possible because of the gift of the will in
you. It is only right that you should make proper use of
this gift which you know a5 your will.”

One day a group of women came to see Mataji. Mataji
greeted them in the manner of old fricnds renewing acquain-
tance, They did not immediately perceive Mataji's intention
and answered that they had not met ber before and that this
was (heir first visit to the Ashram. Mataji expressed great
surprise, “How is this! You have forgotten me ! Forget-
fulness creates difficulties, you know. When you are in
possession of something and forget about it. much hardship
is cavsed in looking around for it when (he need for it arises.”

The women then caught the trend of Mataji's talk and in
answer to her further question, “What family do you have 7
one of theen answered, “We have nobody but you."
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“Then you should never “go away and leave me !

In a more seriows mood, Mataji said, “Look, will
you do something for me? Take a little time from your
bhousework every day and devote it towards acquiring peace.
Even the Government gives leave of ome day a week from
work., Break the routine of housework every day for a little
while 10 remember His name. This will be my sastenance
m‘l

Mataji left Vindhyachal soon enough and passing through
Banaras again, came to Delhi, on March 25th,  The devotees
of Delbi received ber at the Railway Station and escorted
her to the new Ashram in the city,

This visit was of specially great moment to the people of
Delhi, because Mataji bad mot been there since the purchase
of a building, which was to be the Ashram for the time being.

Crowds began to assemble. The women left their house-
hold duties to come to the Ashram. The men came from
their offices as soon as they could. Delhi, like Dacca had a
great tradition of kirtan, because the mucleus of the party of
devoltees, in general, belonged to the Harisabha, This was
the time for Visasti Pojs as well Elaborate arrangements
for pojh, kurtan and other festivities were made. Mataji's
preseoce enhanced the joyous atmosphere a thowsandfold.

On imvitation, Mataji visited the Birla Temple and also
the Valmiki Temple to participate in Xirtan with the Harijans.
One day Dz, J. K Sen, onc of the clders of the group of
devotees, took her to visit a friend, who was a renowned
Kaviraj (an awthority on Indian medicine). After a little
conversation, the Kaviraj asked Mataji, “What proof is there,
that there is God 7

“What proof is therc that you are 7

*“Simple. 1 perceive that | am.™

“Who is this ‘I'?™
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“Ml.lkmlnnlwmhlmwm-.
I want to know from you plainly and simply if God i a
reality.” ]

Mataji, entering into the spirit of the question. answered
cmphatically, “God is a reality Just as you are to yourself.”

The Kaviraj professed himsell happy and satisfied with
this answer,

Mataji’s visit to Delhi drew 1o aclose. She gently coun-
tered innumerable pleas for staying Jonger. The people of
Dethi sadly dade her farewell cven while the devotees of
Dehradun were prepariog 1o wekome her in their midst.
This was the inevitable pattern of Mataji's unceasing travels.
The various towns had come 1o know the thrill of excitement
at the prospect of her visit and also the dejection of spirn
which followed her departure.

Mataji came to Dehradan on April 9th. An important
event took place on April 13th, 1939, Didima was initiated
mto the order of Samoylsis by Mangal Giri Mabaraj of
Kankhal,

For long Didima had cxpressed her sole desire 1o be
allowed o0 accompany Mataji on her travels. She had no
other wish than to be with Mataji.  Although, her youngest
son Makhan had been married recently, she could mot be
persuaded to take up residence with them, 50 that she would
be comfortable and looked after properly. Since her
husband’s death, she considered botsell as haviag discharged
fully ber obligations to her family and ready to take up the
Ife of an ascetic. It is pot that she thought out the matter
i this way or that her vbolelitehndmbecamofnm
sacrifice, discipline and fortitude. The fact was plsia and
sumply that she wanted to be with Mataji and did not count
thca!o{thehudshipc of ceaseless travel. On one occa-
$0n Matsji had meationed thar in general, her comstant
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companions were renunciates ; Didima had no difficalty at all
in accepting this as a prerequisite for this privilege as it were,
Al those who have known Didima will readily uaderstand
that the ritualistic transformation was a formal recogaition
of her whole way of life. She always had been the very
personification of sell-effacement and other-worldliness. It
can be said that in her own characteristic gentle way, she
brought grace and dignity to the order of asceticism,

The sedwmydsa of a woman is not at all usual. An oppor-
tunity presented itself for this rather rare event when the very
much revered and renowned Mangals Giri Mahara) of Sri
Bhola Giri Ashram, Hardwar, agreed to initiate Didima into
Sakaydse. The holy man was, in general, a reclese and did
not encourage random visitors to his Ashram., Matali, how-
ever had always been a privileged guest. 1t may be said that
Mangaln Girt Maharaj had the distinction of according due
recognition and honour to Mataji at a time when she was
yet to be kmown in ascetic circles.

A crowd assembled in Kankhal at Giriji's Ashram for the
ceremony. In the carly hours of the morning, after a night’s
vigil, Didima was initinled into the ascetic order and given
the ochre robes of the sovpisi. Her mew name was now
Muktananda Giri.

Mataji said, "You always say that | never give you sny
advice as | do to others regarding spiritual well-being. Have
I not spoken to you now in asking this of you? It is indeced
a great good fortune for anyone to attain freedom to devote
onesclf wholly toward Self-realization.”

After a few days, on May 3rd, Mataji accompanied by a
small party, started for Uttarkashi. The mountsin path
was long and arduous, being used omly by pilgrims and
ascetics. Coveriag the distance in slow marches they arrived
at Uttarkashi on May 7th. In addition to Didi and Akhanda-

192



MATAIL"S TRACMING CWAPTER EIGNTEEX

nandaji there were Ruma Devi, Abbays. Keshava Bhai (as he
is known mow), Kanu, Sisir and Kamalakanta in the party.
This being the time of Mataji's Birthday, they managed some-
how to celebrate the auspicious occasion. The simplicity of
the paji performed by Didi was more than made up by the
grandeur of the Himalayns,

In Uttarkashs Mataji acquired a following of a bunch of
school children. They spent their free time with her, a few
veaturing to engage in conversations, the rest communicating
with shy smiles. Mataji asked if they would have ber as
their friend. This being readily sccepted, they were asked
if they were willing to do what their friend may request of
them. This also being grasted Mataji told them about her
five-poiat programme for childrea : (i} To remember God every
morning and thea pray 1o Him to make one a good boy/girl ;
(i) 1o obey one's parents and teschers, (iii) to be truthful S

{0 study well ; (v) i case the above four were carried

out, to feel free to be 2 litthe naughty if one were 50 inclined.
The childrea laoghed with her and promised to remember
her words.

Abkaya raised a characteristic question one day to Didi.
He asked if she had ever scen Mataji doze at any time ?
Didi, not uncharacteristically, had never given this matter a
thought, and answered with growing wonderment, “You
know Abhaya, I never have, for the matter of that, nobody has
ever scen Ma overcome by sleep.  Even when she was sitting
for more than twelve hours at a streich, as so frequently
happened in Dacca, we never saw ber dozing or even fatigued,
This was the main reason why the fact that Ma was sitting
for long hours, went unnoticed. On the other hand 1 must
say that wheaever I happen to doze off whilke sitting in a
Mlnkonpvkhnhktohdhh‘semon me ! This
happeas without exception. When [ am quite alert and
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listening to kirtan or the discourse, [ hope that Ma would
notice what an intelligent interest I am taking in the proceed.
ings, but mo, as soon as my cyes begin to close, I find her
regarding me steadily I

Mataji joined in the gemeral laughter and said, “You see,
her thoughts are always directed here (towards Mataji) ; no
matter what she is doing or with whom she is talking, her
thoughts remain one-pointed ; but when sbe dozes off this
thread is broken and my khepdla is drawn to her”

After a few days it was decided to attempt the hard climb
10 Gangotri (10,000 fi.), the visible source of the holy Ganges.
Starting on May 12th and climbing slowly the hazardous
mountiin path, they arrived at Gangotri in the evening of May
16th. Here they were pleased to find Swami Paramanandaji,
who bad met Mata)i previously, and who now was happy to
be able to be of considerable service to the party. Parama-
nandaji had beea living in Gangotri for the past few years and
was familiar with local conditions. He dissnaded Abhaya and
others from attempting the further climb to Gomukh, the
site of the cave out of which the Ganges is scen to emerge.
Gomukh is considered 10 be the end of the journey because
nobody can pencirate any further into the cave. It seemed
that the hard climb had boen made harder at this time by
frequeat avalanches. The project was therefore abandoned,

Mataji and her companions stayed at Gangotri for three
days. They put up at the dbaramidld, By order of the
Maharaja of Tehri-Garhwal, no householders were allowed to
stay in Gangotri. The few Jog huts were occupied by ascetics
and pilgrims. During the winter, the hard core of inhabitants
had to descend to Uttarkashi. This is how Paramanandaji
had spent 6-7 years of his life in these places.

The party returned to Uttarkashi on May 23rd. Everyone
was in need of rest, so they welcomed the respite from climb-
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ing and also the prospect of staying for a few days surrouaded
by the wonderful scenic beauty of the Himalayas.

Mataji had a visitor even in this remote place. Bankey
Bibari, a lawyer from Allahabad came to Uttarkashi in the
bope of spending a few days with her. He said one day, “One
of my European friends, who makes a practice of visiting
mahitmis, was saying to me, ‘Everyosc that I have come
across seems (0 have something characteristically his own to
say. But Matji's very special characteristic scems 1o be
just ber amile.”

On another occasion, but somewhat in the same context,
Abhaya said to Mataji im 2 mood of dissatisfaction choosing
deliberately to misinterpret ber smile. It would bave been
much better if you were a creature ( five ) like us. Then
you would be able to understand our misery, and not be
amused at our predicament. Sri Parambansadeva and Sri
Chaitanyadeva were moch better than you. They commisers-
ted with the sorrows of men.”

Mataji entered into the spirit of Abhaya's disgruntled
dccusation, saying, “‘You can't expect everyone 10 be the same
as everyone cise! There are imfinite manifestations of the
Infinite, there has to be better and worse I

Abbaya persisted, “If we cannot reccive anything from
you, in what way should you be called higher than us 7™

“Who says 1 am higher ? Just because they make me wit
on a cot, and you are sitting on the floor * [ am just kike one
d’“-“

Abhays was silenced for the time being. His question
in effect, continues 10 be asked many times and in 1Pasy ways
by the merely curious, or even by the sddhoke who yearns
for Knowledge. How should we understand the presence of
Mataji in our midst 7 We find that she does not seek to
establish any philosophy of her own because she afirms the
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faiths and convictions of all religions disciplines. The only
‘message’ she secks always to convey to all who come to her
is that man's only and highest duty is to be established in
Self-realization. To the question : "Il you have mo mission
to folfill or message to give, why do you tell us 10 worship
God ' Mataji bas replied, “If you do not ask, then | have
nothing to say ; but if you ask, and if it s my kheydla, then
certainly 1 shall tell you about the better way of life (Sreyas).”

So we see that Mataji in effect teaches us how to live in
the world ia which we find ourselves. In listening to her
we glimpse the possibility of uvoderstanding the meaning
of life. The Indian tradition is oae of holding together the
ideal of renunciation and also a full involvement in the world
as respondible citizens. Mata)i by her living example shows
the people the deal form of this unity, a state where the two
are not two but one. She is a living personification of the
identity of this world and the spiritual world. Sbe has no
reason to choose, clect, or reject and therefore everyone
cxpericnces the same quality of weicome from her. She asks
her people to live constantly in the remembrance of God and
that all clse would be made available to them.

This brings us to the crux of the matter : Everyone, who
is wouched with yearning for Knowledge 50 to say, ksows that
God is to be worshipped. Even for the devout, this keowledge
is not ecnough to enguge the will toward God or Sell-
realization. Or in other words, men are belplessly enmeshed
in the world and ate a proy to despaic.  The words of promise
read in scriptures are mot enough to dispel moods of hope-
lessness. . In & world given over to considerations of mundane
sctivities, Mataji appears as the living presence of Divine
Grace. 1o bearkening to the following words spoken by ber
some time after Abhaya's question and perhaps in answer to
it, one may learn to hope again : “There is no cause for aaxiety
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atall. lask you to make an effort toward Self-knowledge,
because all of you exercise your will in the world. You have a
scose of obligation which prevents you from being negligent
or unmindful of your duties : so 1 enjoin upoa you not to be
indifferent towards that which is of ultimate importance.
However, it goes without saying that nothing is possible
without God's grace. It is somewhat like—and yet unlike—
applying for a job.  You cannot bope 10 be considered enless
you apply. But therc is mo surcty of getting the job cither.
One must make an spplication and then await results. The
difference is that no effort is futile in the sphere of grace,
Ttell you there is 80 cause for despair, Be convinced that
success is assured. Never allow yourself to think to the
contrary. Despondency and doudt are uncalled for. Pursue

your goal with the greatest optimism you can command. |
tell you it is as I say it is I
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