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Laughter
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‘| like the laughter that opens the lips and the heart....’
— Victor Hugo
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11 SWAMI BHASKARANANDA : A PerrecT PErRsoNALITY 1}

— Swami Nirgunananda

To describe Shree Shree Ma in very simple expression one can say
that she is the bliss-permeated mother. Likewise to describe Swamiji | can
say that he is the hliss-permeated child of the bliss-permeated mothar. In
my association with Swamiji for more than three decades sometimes as his
perscnal aide | had the chance io taste the nectar of his love a little bit with
my timited capability.

| remember an incident on the way back from our pilgrimage to Kailash
and Mansarovar, § was the first person to know about Ma's physical with-
drawal. | felt orphaned and tried to do away with my life by jumping from a
hill top of 16000 ft high. It was swami Swarupanandaji, the then General
secretary of the Sangha who stopped and rescued me. However, | expressed
to Bhaskarda my reluctance te go back to the ashram where | would not
enjoy Ma’s company and love any more. At that moment Swamiji's counsel-
ling with all embracing love and compassion made me feel for the first fime
that as long as Swamiji is with me at no point time | shall be deprived of
love of Ma, Swamiji was the living representation of Ma's all-pervading love.
| am incapable of assessing Swamiji's spiritual height and aftainment as |
do not have any effective unit to measure that, but | can declare without an
iota of reservation that after Ma if | am asked to name a perfect personality
| had so far interacted with, the first name will be Swami Bhaskarananda.
In Swamiji one could easily notice Sankaracharya’s wisdom, Buddha's com-
passion and Shree Shree Ma’s all-encompassing love without any expocta-
tien of reciprocation.

Jai Ma.

“Have Faith in this body. Your whole-
hearted faith will itself open your eyes.”

& Sri Sri Ma
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Il HOMAGE TO SWAMiI BHASKARANANDA 1|
— Christopher

I have asked to write a few words about Swamiji.

I first remember meeting him in Ranchi in 1973. From the vaery begin-
ning he was most unassuming, and though constantly busy, would always
be helpful to the foreigners’ or rather Western devotees.

He always preferred to sit at the back, if there was a choice, but when
the need arose he would also accept that he had to perform a function in
front of “many.”

When one was with him one felt one was not with anyone apart from
oneself. This quality of his meant take that there was a rappon with those
who came in contact with him, from the person pushing his wheelchair at
the airport, to the millicnnaire.

Once | asked if | might take his photo. There was an immediate show
ot uncharacterstic anger : “Why do you want a photo, when everything is
‘Ma’ ?" Remembering this | would always be reticent with a camera, taking
care to use if only when the situation approved. | puzzled over his mean-
ingful response, and my conclusion was that as he perceived only Ma ev-
erywhere, it was contrary to the truth by which he lived, to have the image
of his body representing him,

He would sometimes give advice for sadhana very quietly, so one could
easily dismiss it as a casual comment. However listening to and following
such advice would be most beneficial. if he asked one to do something, again
it would turn out far better than ong would emagine it could.

As with Ma, coincidences were evident in his proximity, One day | went
to work at the office in Londen as on many previous, and subseguent days.
But instead of returning home as usual, | found myseif on my way to the
airport, and to Delhi. Some urgent documents for a court case had to be |
with the lawyers in Delhi by next day. The cheapest means was 1o send
someocne directly from the office and | happened to have a current Indian
visa. Upon arrival | phoned the Delhi ashram to see where Swamiji might
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be, and was told he was at an address only 20 mins. away. | could thus
spend the afternoon with him on office time — when annual holidays were
short, and every day precious for satsang...

Even in his last days things occurred that could be ascribed to being
for the devotees’ best — the protracted illness easing for them the transition
to when he would no longer be physically present. Quite often | used to feel
in his presence that whilst the form could be seen, actually there was no
one there. Now the form too went from our experiance.

One time, in the last weeks, watching him lying apparently unconsious
with the ventilator, it became apparent that he was with me. This is some-
thing very simple, and characteristic of the man.

He never refused Ma anything, up o the end. What an example for us
to follow |
Jai Ma.

& & &

Unity And Harmony

This body has no need of doing or saving anything. There was no
such need before ner is there any now, nor will there be any afterwards.
Whatever has been and is being manifested through this body are for the
sake of you. If you want to declare something as belonging particularly to
this body, you may state that the whole universe is its own.”

“Some teaching or doctrine is inferior and some superior, or some
path is more true and some less; this body has nothing to do with such
controversies and conflicts. Whatever anybody says is tight {rom his stand
point. Each person realises in his own way the Infinite and the Supreme
Reality. So it is but natural, that there must be diversity or variety in
men's attempts to express or reveal Him. In that Infinite Reality is to be
faund the unity and harmony thal subsists even in the midst of conflicting
ard divergent doctrines and opinions. Nothing is cutside the Infinite To-
tality or the whole (31@=), not even the "non-existent.”

- L # 5ri Sri Ma Anandamayee
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I ACHARYA SWAMI SHRI BHASKARANANDAJ! |1
- Claude Portal

While in Bhimpura, in February 2005, Milan Da asked me 10 write about
Ma and Swami Bhaskarananda, which means to put words on them. | like
to read about Ma, therefore, as asked | give my little contribution. My words
can be none but an attempt to express a limited personal view and experi-
ence. Ma and Swamiji will certainly fill my frame, like any other frame. The
Absolute, the all in all fills any frame |

Mian asked : "Why did you come to India and to Ma ?” Well, India has
taught me that we can answer only to the gquestion “How", but the answer
to “Why™ is beyond our capacity of understanding ! What | can say is that |
had for long a streng desire to see living saints, and that the first touch of
Ma came through a book issued in french.

I related some details about how it started in a previous narration {Amrita
Varta 04-96).

Before | had Ma’s darshan, I had the good luck of being in the pres-
ence of Ma's sayings, and “Mairi Vani II" became a basic book. | was quickly
and deeply related to Her words, so that when [ came to Kankhal in May
1978, for Ma’s darshan, | had “my” pre-conception and conviction of whom
| was going to see, and it has remained so since then, without at any time
the least doubt about it.

Along the way, this conviction has been all the time backed up and en-
larged by what | was given to understand through the coherence, the rmpii-
cations of her words, some practice and a little of experience. How im-
mensely grateful | am, for this grace of Ma cannot be expressed in words,

Moreover, | was given a threefold priceless blessing, which is, in my
view, the greatest a human being may hope for, before liberation * to know
the goal of life, to know the way to the goal and to be granted of a total faith
in these two. Among Ma's sayings many were most striking to my mind and
most challenging for my inllect. Two of them, related to identity, are reaily
amazing to me,

The first cne is Ma's answer to someone who said : “Ma, you are my
quru”, Ma said “(t am) whatever you may say is right (no more, no less).” |
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have never read or heard anybody saying so. This is all-inclusive. Most of
them give some identity or relate to somebody or something or eventually
one does not find any answer to the question.

The second one is possibly the first answer of Ma to the question : "Wheo
are you 7" The answer came : “Purna Brahma Narayana (Narayani)”. These
words are unknown to someone who is not in touch with the Indian culture
and Hinduism, so that it took time to enter inte their meaning. | understoed
“God”, again all-inclusive, whatscever conception, projection or experience.

Among Ma’s kirtan three of them touch me most "He Bhagavan®,
“Satyam Jnanam”, and Sri Guru Sharanam”. They appear to me respectively
as the essence of devotion, knowledge and path. The words are universal,
simple; and Ma’s voice echoed direct intense intimity in the depths of my
heart. They did and do rapture my whole being when listening or singing.

Among the images in my memaery, the most vivid are Ma looking at me
and Swami Chidananda doing pranam to Ma when entering the Sanyam
Saptah Hall. These two pictures reamain printed on my mental scresn, these
experiences are engraved in my whole being, alive, reality beyond time, un-
forgetiabie lila.

After this first visit, | attend the Sanyam Saptah in Ma's physical pres-
ance in Nadiad, Kurukshetra, Rishikesh and Kankhal, but it se cccured that
| never talked to Ma verbally.

| was given diksha on Gurupurnima in Dehradun tn 1982 by Swami
Bhaskarananda, as Acharya (preceptor), who naturally appeared, at that
time, as the link to Ma. After Ma's physical departure, | remained in touch
as a paricipant to most of the Sanyam Saptah in Kankhal and visited India,
for some weeks every year, as a pilgrim in different holy places and Ma tock
me to the darshan of several saints.

A special oppertunity 10 come closer to Swamiji occured when | came
for the Kumbh Mela in Allahabad in 1983. | do remember Swamiji’'s kind
and loving welcome and his gracious attention in the midst of the rules of
Ma's camp. It was a wonderful happening to walk along during the proces-
sion of Ma’'s devotees, to take bath, and some days later to enjoy the bless-
ing of & bath with Swamiji and 2 or 3 companicns including Shantivrat {Swami
Nirgunananda}.

From 1296 on, the year of Ma's hirth centenary anniversary, the rela-
tion with Swamiji as Guru entered a new phase, characterized by an expo-
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nential unfolding momenturn in the experience. It is an unexpressible won-
der and amazement to live close to Swamiji, to experience and witness Ma's
proximity and presence in Swamiji.

Ma is giving Herself in Swamiji. Ma said Swamiji is Acharya. In “my”
mind the link has become Ma in fullness. How wonderful |

More & more | experience Swamiji as the guru-mother and the mothet-

guru, showering his infinite sweetness, alfection, forgiveness and love un-
conditional.

Ma and Swamiji are one.

If I may put it in christian terms, | would say : Swamiji appears to me in
relation to Ma, just like Jesus in relation to His Father. “My Father and |
are one.”

When in the presence of Swamiji, | feel just the same as it was Ma's
physical presence and comes 0 my mind Jesus' answer to Philip asking
“Lord, Show us the Father’ : “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father”.

Atter Swamiji's physical departure | do remember the immense privi-
lege and blessing of Swamiji's visits in France and give a short overview
hereafter.

Swamiji has answered the call of devoteas from abread after Ma's 100

years birthday anniversary, celebrated in 1995-1996, and France was one
of the countries to be graced several times during his European fours.

His first visit was in 1998, when he came from the U.S A, with Mahadev
Patel and again we had the invaluable boon of his physical presence with
his assistant Gopaldas in 2001, 2005.

He filled the heans of a number of devotees and seekers, bringing along
the strong feeling of Ma's presence. His memory is kept to-day as the most
valuable treasure, very vivid, actuat and full of love in the hearts and minds
of all those who had the opportunity o meet him in one way or another,
some as disciples, others as participants {0 satsangs, having private meet-
ing or simply having Swamiji's darshan.

His holy presence also blessed the participants to some of the spiritual
retreats, similar to Sanyam Sapiah, which tock place in France.

His infinite sweetness, his unconditional love, his all embracing moth-
erhood are just alive in remembering his holy name Bhaskarananda.

Jai Guru ! Jai Ma |

B @ &
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Il SPIRITUAL ASPIRANT SWAMI BHASKARANANDA 11

—Purna

| first met Swamiji in March 2004 at Dehradun. | had only been in India
once before - in Qctober 2003, on a tourist trip travelling down the Ganges.
But, on that pilgrimage | encountered Sri Ma and subsequently met Chris
Pegler who, with his wife Zaring, brought me 10 meaet ‘A very senior Swami
of Ma's. Very oid and humble.’

At first sight, of course he was very old and humble, and also vary tiny.

He appealed to me as a small innocent child and he seemed to emanate

great goodheartedness, great spirituality and fun. As there were few of us

in thig group and becausa of the delapidated nature of the ashram accomo-

+ dation, Swamiji invited the three ladies to share his bathroom with him. So,

| there | was first visit the great Swami meeting his false teeth in a glass each
' moming as | bathed ! What a wonderful introduction to the spiritual life.

. S0 much of the first three years was spent in fun and laughter. Swamiji
made us fesl at ease always and was concerned about every aspect and
detail of the arrangments that we would enjoy - the food, our rooms, our

- ¢lothes etc. He would always come to visit us to make sure that we were

. comfortable and to bless our accomodation and our shrines. Even in Chatuir-

© mas last year when | was doing a fairly tong silent retreat, he asked to be

* pushed in his wheelchair 10 visit me; he would not come inside my room

. and did not want to disturb me; but he wanted me to know that | was not

: forgotten. | found this behavicur very touching and very typically him - we

1 all felt and knew that he couldn’t do encugh for us. He would give the west-

ern ladies Indian clothes as gifis. | have a beautifu! saree and some shawls

that he gave. Later the clothes were white and that | even more appreci-

ated. In the end we begged him to stop all this giving - and he would agree

and then forget or pretend to forget, and we would have to continue 1o beg
him 1o stop.

And, of course, this was all pant of Swamiji’'s teaching. We had a life
ke an everasting delighful picnic and then the serious nature of his mes-
' sage came through. Too many gifts made renunciates of us with ease {at
! Ieast in the realm of clothes and domestic gifts). | jockingly asked him one
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day why he was not giving us ochre clathes - he replied “you are 100 greedy.’
S50 what should we do with all these items 7 Should we give them 1o other
people 7 ‘No’', he replied : ‘things from my warehouse you need to use for
some time and then pass on.’ Sometimes the gifts were quite unexpected
and even unwanted, How 10 receive an unwanled gift with equanimity when
you knew that you wanted something quite different. And all the time aware
of being far too priviledged, matenalistic devotees. The Lord plays so we
can learn.

There were also direct observations and teachings. Sharply accurate
little words appeared out of seemingly nowhere and disappeared amidst
many, many stories of Ma and general conversations. Swamiji had a very
dry sense of humour and he always seemed to be silently watching aver
everything even in the midst of quite hectic activity. Always the sense of
the expansive and impersonal behind every wonderful moment with him.
Always the awareness that everybody was special and equally special to
him. The gifts to the Westerners and time spent with them merely because,
unfortunately for us, we needed concrete proof of being loved and time and
mohey seem to be the measure of that love.

Swamiji himself was pure simplicity. He radiated Ma in all doings. He
never seemed to be in a bad mood, he was never anything but even tem-
pered. He clearly was not in the least disturbed by what was geing on around
him, and yet he was concemed. He was always positive n his attitude. It
was very rare to see him chastise people, and he always had a good word
¢ say about pecple no matter how difficult their behaviour seemed 1o us.
But he could be displeased and was so with me once when 1 brought a photo
of my first grandchild to show him and for hig blessing. | showed him the
picture and he gave it strait back to me saying acidly : ‘Do you celebrate
like this every time & child gets born in your town 7’ [t was meant to shake
my mind and for me to take a more detached stance - and it worked. The
time between 2004 and Swamiji's death passed in a haze of different places;
his 'camping’, his unexpectedness and siow drip feeding of spiritual jewels,
advices and practices. | found it very difficult to distinguish him from Ma -
his manner, style, movements and spiritual energy clearly came from long, ;
long association with Her, at least, if not complete union. Swamiji said he -
had ‘no heart and no mind’ and | know that was true. Ma was his heart and |
mind. Even as time passed and his bursts of illness were more frequent, he
still retained his spiritual strength and complete surrender to all that was hap-
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pening. Even to the very end that was so.
Some particularly fond memories of Swamiji

Seeing him on the verandah at Bhimpura sitting in complete serenity in
the sunlight with thirty or so devotees at his eet in silent contemplation.

Walking into his room and discovering him clad only in his orange un-
derpants, arms outsiretched waiting for Vishwanath to wind his cloth around
him - the meriment in his face when he saw my consternation and
embarrasment.

Swamiji curled up asleep on the grass next to us as we chatted guietly
after lunch one day at Kodai Canal.

Swamiji lving asleep on the steps of the Shiva temple at Bhimpura in
the early morning sun like an offering of himself.

Him deing a headstand (age 90 !) during an impromptu hatha yoga ses-
sion in London, 1 could hardly bear to walch as | thought it would end in
tragedy

The long, long look of love he gave to one of the nurses that came during
his final weeks at Bhimpura.

The quiet placing of his hand on my head when | left one time in 2009
with the words : ‘Whal is inevitable will happen, everything is predestined.
Everything is predestined.’ Those words gave me so much hope even though
| understood that he was saying we would soon be walking in the valley of
the shadow of death with him.

| do not think Swamiji existed at all in his own right even though he was
totally self sufficient. | am sure that his only existance in the body was 10
allow divinity to shine through for us. He embodied the perfect life of the
devotee, the perfect life of the spiritual aspirant. He was all loving, detached
and observing in all his dealings and was always communicating Ma. | felf
he was offering every one of us the possibility of eternal life, the eternal life
he had attained through Ma. How foolish it would be of us to walk away
from this, to tum down this offer.

A little whila before his fina! heart attack, 1 asked Swamiji the question
‘How will we know you are around after you have lefi the body 7° “The Self;
he replied. ‘In the self'. In another person, in a flower, in an idea, in a teaching
in a book, in the clear blue sky, in tha self.’

50 be it then, dear Swamiji, so be it. Jai, Jai Ma.
e £ v
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Il THE BELOVED SON OF MA ANANDAMAYEE 11

— 8wami Mahananda Giri
Translated by : Dr. Dhrubajyoti Chakrahorty

Narration of the glory of Lord Sri Rama was chanted by his twin sons,
Lab and Kush, prior to His departure from this material world. Thus the di-
vine grace of the great deeds of Sri Rama, the living image of god in hu-
man physique, was spread everywhera.

Lord Sri Krishna, too, left the earth and then His suparnatural activities
and philosophical doctrines were delineated and explainned by the sage
Shukadeva to king Parikshit, successor of Kuru-Pandava dynasty. This
worthy knowledge is scripted in the holy book Shrimad Bhagabatam. People
of present era (Kali-yuga), which is full of tensions and disturbances, could
get mental peace to be introduced with that great concept.

Afier the mysterious disappearance of the great prophet S Chaitanya
Deva, His six identified discilpes, known a ‘Sad Goswami’ (six Vaisnava
sainis), who inherited His ‘Love Ragion’, emerged as spiritual saviors to
thousands of persons possessing divine quest.

The great Avatar (incarnation of god) 8ri Ramakrishna abandened His
godly but earthy existance. His disciples Swamni Vivekananda, Swami
Bramhananda etc. who were the living icons of selflessness and sacrifice,
placed His better half Sri Ma Sharada in front of their vision as the prim-
mest source of their inspiration. With Her blessings they initiated and leaded
"Sri Ramakrishna Ideclogical Movement’ throughout the world, which was
trantamount to a unigue renaissance that united the East with West,

The replica of divine eternity and sacredness, Her Holiness, Sri Grf Ma
Anandamayee has also exulted to join the inexplicable ectasy of the Su-
preme Soul lgaving this materlal world. Then Ma devolved, too, upen a
number of Her committed successors like Swami Virajananda, Swami
Chinmayananda, Swami Swarupananda, Swarni Shivananda etc. who at-
lained their sainthood from Her, and also many devout and Bramhacharis-
Bramhacharnnis(righteous males and females who practice and observe strict
religious regulations, moral rectitude and celibacy throught their lives), to
carry out Her revelations and varities, and to share these with the devotees.
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The great saying of Ma — Immortal Soul Follows Immortal Way — Know-
ing Of Onesedf’ (Amar Atma—-Amar Panthi-Apnake Jana). Accordingly by the
grace of Ma, the above-mentioned personalities, duly designated by Ma,
have dedicated their lives to provide innumerable common people with the
glow of knowledge, holding their hands to assist them consistently in their
efforts t0 be aware of that wisdom for seif-enlightenment, eradicating the
darkness in their mind,

Amongst those great personalities one of the most worth mentioning
leaders is Swami Bhaskarananda Giri Maharaj. Following $ri Ma’s guide-
ling, he has meticulously instructed many salvation-seekers from both of aur
country and abroad, regarding their rites and scrupulous duties — shown them
each of their different personal fsta Mantra’ (holy linguistic symbols provided
during baptizing a person, by recitation and meditation of which one can
attain god or the ever expected emancipation in actual sense) according to
their own individual nature and deserving extent as traditionally prescribed
in Hinduism - a religion par excellenca, synonymous to eternity.

Srimad Bhagabad Geeta announced, ‘Be free from any form of actimony
and be affable and bounteous to all. ' (adbestaa sarbabhutanaam moitrah
karuna eba cha... — (Geela, 12/13). In reality Swarni Bhaskarananda’s char-
acter was fully enriched with such rare gualities. Cne can get ample evi-
dence about the above statement from Swamiji's heavenly life, a few of which
are being mentioned prasently.

At the utter divine emotionally pick moment of ‘Mouna Dhyana’ (silent
meditation) during the concluding part of ‘Sanyvama Saptaha’ (a week’'s
observation of the vow for & ritual to maintain religious sanotity with pre-
scribed restrictions and centrol upoen life), being celebrated in Ma's temple
and Ashram, Kankhal, Haridwar; suddenly a crazy guy strongly hit at
Swamiji’'s forehead. Thig man used to stay at Ma's Ashram who has been
struck with temporary insanity. Bleeding from the wound got clotted at last
but Swamiji who is ever enemy-less in true senss, became faint. He carried
the sign of that wound till the end of his life.

But Swamiji afterwards not only forgave that aberrant but treated him
also with spontaneous affection and care which caused his spiritual upliftment
sradicating his mental disorder. Christ and Prabhu Nityananda could be re-
called in this context.
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Another instance can be prasented which is the story of a spiritual meta-
morphosis by Swamiji of a highly educated young man, who was profes-
sionally placed in a high position. He met a fatal accident which took away
the lives of his parents, his wife and two sons — in a word, his whole family
along with the driver of the car, in seconds. He fell in a deep trauma. At last
he came in close contact with Swamiji's unending magical compassicnate
flow of sympathy and kindness, which not only expunged his deep pain due
to the loss of his dearest family members but also transformed him to a
completely different person with a keen desire to attain god, unlike his pre-
vious nature.

This young man resigned from his profitable professional portfolio and
left almost every of his possessions and dedicated himself in deep and rig-
orous religious exercises under the guidence of Swamiji.

In fact Swamiji Bhaskananda, by dint of his superb elegent skiil has re-
modelled this young man with such an extent of uniqueness that the very
person has become transmuted to a saintly identity with much dependable
and charming personality that made him today very popular to many devo-
tees as well as the spirituai stalwarts.

A pious and sincere young lady thought herself ill-fated and was deeply
aggrieved due to the adverse scenario in her family life, since she was fac-
ing an unreasonable apathy from her in-law relations. She was helplessly
crying silently at the bank of Narmada river. Besides her there were her
husband and child daughter. Overwhelmed with sorrow she decided to stop
taking meal. But the situation changed with Swami Bhaskarananda’s splen-
did affectionate action 1o her. He slowly stepped in front of her and the young
lady came to know that if she does not take food Swamiji will alse eat or
drink nothing.

With her tearful eyes, she became astonished to think how Swamiji could
know where she would be staying at this moment, because she was weep-
ing hiding herself behind a vast Banyan iree, the wide spread aerial roots
of which were suspended from iis upper branches covering a large ares.
She couldnt understand also, how Swamiji came to know her ageny and
the gecision to starve.

Then Swami Bhaskarananda, the living image of divine decency and
tenderness, blessed the lady advising her never to be deflected from her
duties for her family even despiie adversities. He also consoled her by

31 Al gl 2u-gudlu maga 2l Al eursu-ise




saying that Ma would make all situations canvenient since Ma always stays
besides a devotee. Woe of lady was appeased and she has been maintain-
ing her family life skillfully last seven-eight years keeping Swamiji’s sugges-
tion in mind.

This lady stays almost two thousand miles away from Swamiji. She
therefore, consults regarding her situations with Swamiji over telephone, time
to time, to get Swamiji's worthy directions and suggestions over phone when-
ever she feels it necessary. She availed the vicinity of Ma during her chitd-
hood. &till she remembers how that auspicious cccasion came in her life.
After Ma’s unification with Param Bramha (The Supreme Soul), nowadays,
the eyes of this lady often become full of tears in the pain due to that great
loss, again for the second time, when she was heard the news of the great
departure of Swami Bhaskarananda.

A person aged about forty years awoke suddenly from slumber and was
able 1o think and offer Pranama before his Guru’s haoly feet, just prior to his
demise within moments, due to cardiac arrest. His seventy year's old mom
became fuddled in the pain for loss of her sen. She came to Swamiji at Bhim-
pura. Swamiji, an effigy of utter kindness and simpathy, assimilated as if,
the woe of that mother being devoid of her son, deep into his own heart
and accommodated to sit her alone before the holy altar of Ma, ensconced
in the sacred cave of Bhimpura, an auspicious place of worship by many a
devout.

Boundless tears from that woman's eyes deluged the floor, as it were;
all the dry dusts have been flushed off. She bowed down before Swamiji
after a prolonged course of Japa {recurrent silent enunciation and medita-
tion of Mantra). Swamiji advised her 1o recite the holy Bhagbatarn daily by
taking her son’s photegraph in her palms. The woman returned home and
now spends a calm and peaceful life.

Not much far away, surrounding Bhimpura village in a semi-circular style,
the sacred river Narmada flows with & keen urge dreaming her great union
with the sea. The semi-circular route as it were, resembles a naturally cre-
ated Mekhala (a girdle made of holy Kush grass, being worn sorrounding
one’s waist during Upanayana i.e. ‘sacred thread wearing ceremony’ by the
Brahmins). It is true that the mother goddess Dakshayani slias Sati, as
described in the ancient Purana literature, and today’s Sri Sri Anandamayee
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Ma are same. According to Her divine wish, by dint of the earnest effons
of Her devotees, Ma's Ashram — the holy place of worship in this heavenly
carvern, has been set up.

This of the nature’s spiritual paradise possesses the great tradition of
religious cogitation by hundreds of hermits and spiritual stalwarts, adherent
to god, since unknown past, which is flowing continuously like the stream
of the river Narmada who s considered as the daughier of god Shiva. Among
those stalwarts, one of the most revered is Swami Bhaskarananda in the
context of vinuosity whase height and firmness, resemble the tall apexes of
the strong and vast Banyan trees found in plenty in this regicn,

A sabvation-seeking person came and sat down before Swamiji's feet,
He used to wear nothing but a small piece of loincloth similar to a Kaopin
tworn after the fashion of a suspensor by Indian ascetics). He used to stay
in the trance of meditation most of the time day and night. In the river water
or in its bank during dawn or in a small room at Anandamayee Ma's Ashram—
wherever it may be, always he is found to be submerged in meditation. None
knows when at night he goes for a doze of only two hours’ span. Small
quantity of milk and fruit he takes as food. He does not inherit Brahmin tra-
dition by birth. But by virtue of his perseverance and devotion he is main-
taining a restricted life approximately for twelve to fourtcen years to observe
the very hard vow like Gayalri Purashcharan (revival of Gayatri Mantra within
ongself) and rigorous practice of other strenuous curriculums under the
guidance of Swarmi Bhaskarananda. Today his uniqueness has earned a
very distinguished and reverad attention among the ascetics.

His past identity reveals that he belongs to one of the few most affluant
persons of Vadodara. Practically speaking, he is an example of that indi-
vidual about whom the poet says _ “To achive thee, O Lord ! indifferent to
regal treasure and pleasure — a prince doth wear rugged wrapper...”

Now, big amount of donations are being provided by his brothers, wife
and sons as the charity for the destitute, devotees, clergies and as well as
for maintenances of temples from his huge funds. A number of print media
from Gujarat wrote about him along with his photographs.

He was going weil with the so-called material solvency and happiness.
But the auspicious moment he met Swami Bhaskarananda as his mentor,
the consignee and exponent of Ma's divine tradition, his comipete transfor-
mation had been brought about by Swamiji's magical touch.
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A teenager from Kolkatta, with a deep pain for loss of his mom that
roused his earnast quest to resort to a competent Guru, used to roam here
and there viz. either on the bank of rivers or in the holy places or on the
cremation-grounds. He met Ma in his forty-two years of age 1o seek Deecksha
(initiation to spirituality) from Her. This cccured at Puri Dham (one of the
holiest places according to Hindu religion in Orissa, considered as the do-
main of Prabhu Jagannatha i.e. the Supreme Lord of the world) in the year
1978.

Ma asked him to go ito Bhaskaranandaji who was then in his
Bramhachari stage. The person at first visited Bhaskarananaafi according
te Ma's instruction. But after a few days again he came to Ma for Deeksha
as per Bhaskara-nandaji's advice and saw that Bhaskaranandaji himself was
sitting beside Ma. He was struck with a little bit of hesitation because he
was preaccupied with the fact that Deeksha is an extremely confidential
process where none other than Guru could be present, though he did not
express his thought any way.

But Ma who has the godly spiendor of knowing others mind, said to
him in a very significant divine attitude : “Do you know my son, in what a
very high spiritual stage this Brahmachari stays 77 Not only that but by
stretching both of her arms upwards very worthily and blissfully, she also
added : “The ascetics, monks, Brahmacharis and Bramhacharinis or the
devotees whoever came 1o this Physique, belong to higher or much upgraded
spiritual stages according to their respective degrees of competence. Not
only that but here those who are washing utensils, purchasing commodities
or even who are washing the drains, this Physique possesses vital connec-
tions with them alsp. That Deeksha-seeking person was extent and there-
fore, overwhelmed with emotion, to bow down before beoth Ma and
Bhaskaranandafi, too. The person has been intiated with the auspicious
Deeksha which he sought for.”

In fact this great vision of Ma preveiled in the context where Bhaskarana-
ndaji could be considered as the central character. Since that vary day, all
the monks, Brahmacharis and Brahmacharinis of the Ashram have been
reckoned with ever revered by that initiated person.

This momentous maxim of Ma is though unquestionable, siill its perpe-
tuity becomes unfolded in the following incidents. One day with a divine
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frenzy, the great Yogi Neem Karali Baba came to Ma's Ashram in Varanasi.
No sooner than he entered the Ashram, he did lie prostrate upon the soil
suddenly to pay obeisance (Pranam) even to a person who was then en-
gaged in washing drains. Be stood up & again started to go inside when he
found Bhahmachari Panuda, an ardent devotes of Ma. He tried to bow down
before Panuda’s feet alse. But Panuda fled away to get rid of the situation
of accepting Pranam from a highly respected person like Neem Karali Baba.

One day during Puja (worship} in the temple of Ma's Ashram at
Agarpara, Swami Nirvananandaji was performing Arati {an act of gresting
god cr goddess before His or Her image) by waving a iamp containing five
burning wicks held by his one hand and a bell (used during worship) by the
other and Bhaskaranandaji was waving large fan, holding it by both of his
hands. A yonger monk, Nirmalanandafi was standing there to assist them
Dy supplying Arati materialg in their hands,

Saticli, & keen devotee to Ma was present there. She meditated by clos-
ing her eyes praying ta Ma so that she could realize any divine supematu-
ral act of Ma. Along with Satidi everyone present there saw that suddenly
Ma paid obeisance to both Nirvananandaji, the main worshiper and
Bhaskaranandaji, in the gesture of Pranam by touching their hands, which
they could not resist since both of their hands remained engaged for Arati
rendition. Both of them felt abashed. Nirmalanandaji tried for sidestep. But
Ma summoned him and paid a Pranam to him, too, when he came 1o Ma
immediately. Her divine voice announced : “This Physique has already con-
sumed both Bhaskar and Nirvan... The rest one was Nirmal... Of late con-
sumption of him, too, is complete...”

Thus Ma clarified Her previous gracious comment regarding the up-
graded state of Her devoiee ascetics. In Agarpara Ashram many visitors and
devout were extent to visualize such of a divine activity of Ma that day. Itis
undoubtedly true that all of us possess ‘immortal Eternity {Amrita)’ accord-
ing to the sayings of Ma. As per the great Saint Anirvanjf's opinion, the elo-
quence of Ma can be termed as the Fifth Veda. The verse — the depiction
of Ma is equivalent to the elixir as Amrita and the devotees who listen it
become ever blessed and gratified.

The hely topic of Swami Bhaskaranandaji is also impressively gracefull.
Swami hailed from a well off and a cultural-prone family of Gujarat, His
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fathers name was Dr. Mohanlal Dave, who was pious as well as a righ-
teous person. He used to maintain the ritual to stay in starvation during all
nine days of Nava Ratri {Holy nine nights) to observe the vow consisting of
the worship of relevant mother goddess concerned. Swamiji’'s grandfather
was very popular in the locality and was well known for his wholeheatied
dedication to spirituality.

Dr. Mohanlal was an eminent physician of the staie who did not demand
any fee for ireatment of the poor and ascetics. He was earnastly effortful to
attain the sick people at his earliest opportunity by reaching them in person
and used to stay always trustful at their services, Many devolees and saintly
persons, adherent to spirituality used to visit this ideal family.

Swamiji's mother's name was Kanti Devi. 8he had eight sons, all of
whom were highly established at homeland and abroad, ioo. Her second
son's name was Bharat Bhai, who afterwards had adopted his saintly name
as Swami Bhaskaranand Giri. Since childnood he was inclined to spiritual-
ity. Wall before hand, the astrologers and clergies predicted that he would
not enter into the conventional family life.

He has completed his study from Bhavanagar College and was placed
in a part time job in Mumbai where simultaneously he studied Law also. Ap-
proximately in his twenty two or twenly three years of age he met Ma for
the first time at Mumbai. Later on, he came to Allahabad along with one of
his friends to join the Ardha Kumbha Mefa (half a duodecimal religious as-
semblage with a special gathering of ascetics and devout at particufar holy
places).

Not only when they reached at Ma's Tent in the Meia ground during mid-
night, it was closed but there was also a factor that no member of the Tent
knows them. However, they decided their Pranam to Ma from outside. And
instantaneously Ma responded 1o them staying inside the Tent. "Go and get
resort to any of the other tents available here... Take rest tonight... Tomorrow
at five during dawn should come for the holy bath in the Sangam (union
point of sacred rivers)...” They complicd with that of Ma's instruction accord-
ingly and accompanied by other devotees, got the opportunity to paraking
the holy bath at the Sangarn with Ma. On the verge of their pilgrimage to
Varanasi by train, Ma requested them to come again,

They reached at Varanasi but address of Ashram was unknown to them.
They were enquiring the address. In the mean time a young person dressed
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in a typical indian style asked them : “Do you come from Gujarat ?*

Answering affirmative they asked him whether he knew the address of
Ashram. “Yes, | stay there....” The young man answered and arranged a
car so that they could reach there comfortably. His name was asked by them
and from his reply it had been known that his name was Gopal. The young
man also told them that there was a big temple of Gopal (an appellation of
Lord Krishna's younyg age concerned with pastoral habit), where that Gopal's
voice demanding for little offerings could be heard sometimes by the devo-
tees. Saying this very mysteriously the young person became invisiole. May
be this strange incident indicates that Gapal— an appellation of Lord Krisfina,
himself, showed the direction of Ma's Ashram to Swamiji and his friend in
the gesture of that young man,

Later on after more then two years, Swami Bhaskarananda again met
Ma at Sclon (near Simla). Ma cordially accepted him and advised him 1o
set out for Vindhyachai Ashram. There are many evidences which show that
Ma's unconditional blessings have been bestowed upon him. Swamiji did
inherit those outstanding qualities of Ma i.e. equal justice to everyone,

establishing heartiest relationship with all the devotees and a sincere attitude
lo assist them. Whatever the purpose may be, whoever sought for an

appointment of Ma and asked Swamifi's assistance for this, Swamijl used
to enable him or her 1o meet Ma despite her busy schedules, every time, In
many cases he abridged the relationship between Ma and the devotees.
Some of Ma's followers toid that he had evon cured the ailments of their
children, too.

After the holy disappearance of Ma, many helpless persons came to
Swamiji for pertinent solutions regarding different types of their persenal
difficulties. With a sympathetic attilude he used to listen to their problems
and being submerged in a deep trance concerned with a supernatural

extent that goes beyond common intellect, he used to keep his right palm
upwards touching his right ear, and therafter, with a divine smiling look he
used 10 say : “Ma is thera...” Subceqguently, all the tough problems are found
to be solved very strangely.

Many occasions could exemplify such of Swami Bhaskarananda’s broad-
ness, one of which is as follows, Calamity came to a pious lady’s family life.
Swami Shivananda was very affectionate to her and used to provide her
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with plessings. He advised her to inform about her family unrest to Swamj
Bhaskarananda, the beloved son of Ma Anandamavee, actually who was
the Acharya Guru (Spiritual mentor) of her family. Since Swamiji was in a
distant place she faced difficuity to inform him about her family problem. It
was such a problem, consultation with Swamiji regarding which cannot even
be possible over telephone. In the mean time, she met one of their family
friends who was also a devotee to Ma. That person was then going to
Bhaskaranandafi at Bhimpura. With tearful eyes she asked him to infarm
about the adversities faced by her to Swamiji. She also requested him to
apprise Swamiji about Swami Shivananda’s suggetion to her to seek solu-
tions from Bhaskaranandaji in this regard. The person honored her to keep
her requests.

Listening to the problems of the tady, Swamiji uttered with his known
style of smiling look ; "Ma is there...” It semed to be really astonishing that
within a few days the clouds which remained pervaded deeply upon the
lady’s life, were removed away. One of Swamiji's close assistants used to
say jockingly : “Swamiji ! Please start a consultancy firm to solve family prab-
lems !” Much patiently and calmly Swamiji answered ; “Where they would
go who faced much trouble and sorrow in their lives and then intend to come
at Ma's shelter ?"

Some devotees, such as Mr. Clod, Mr. Chiistopher and others used to
do Satsang (religious discussions, reading holy books ete.) according to Ma’s
direction in London. There, they regularly read and chant Siva-Mahimna
Stotrarn (the encomium that eulogizes the glory of Lord Siva), Chandi
Stotramn {encomium of Goddess Durga), Vishnu Sahasra Naam (the
hymnody consisting of thousand names of Lord Vishnu) with correct pro-
nunciation.

They come to Bhimpura Ashram during Sanyam Week and take no food
except drinking water only throughout the week in course to ocbserve this
particular vow in a perfect righteous manner. In this occasion they spend
seven 1o eight hours sitting at a particular place in style of immovable images,
in deep meditation everyday. Many devoteas from diffarent countries like
France, [taly, Germany, America, Japan etc. also come to Swami
Bhaskarananda at Bhimpura, nowadays. Swamiji had spent some of his
valuable time in Europe and America during last few years to circulate the
great sayings of Ma — 10 propagate the philosophical directions of Ma, bebing
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invited by the devotess from nonresident Indians as well as the foreigners.
He was the General Secretary of Anandmayee Sangha for some period.

Prior 10 be succumbed to the etemity for about two months, Swamiji's
divine consciousness stayed almost entirely in the stage of abnegation to
the outer world. During this time everyday almost more than a hundred of
disciples, devotees, ascefics, social workers and service providers from both
Ma's Ashram at different places and other Ashrams; eminent physicians from
Mumbai, Vadodara and Ahmedabad used to come to him to engage them-
selves in different sacred activities like attending him on regular basis, de-
voting themselves to holy prayers, continuous recitation of encomiums of
god and silent rosaries by sitting before Swamiji’s holy feet. This unique and
splendid sight iflustrates undoubtedly the rarest image of candor and sin-
cerity in mind.

On 8" April(7" as per Indian calender) 2010, in the holy moment of
Mahendrakshan (considered as celestially very. much auspicious according
to Indian astronomy), the sentient soul of Ma Anandamayee’s beloved son
Swami Bhaskarananda Maharaj — an immorta! icon of ectacy, has been
merged with the supar-consclouness of Param Siva (the ultimate entity), the
Supreme Soul, in Bhimpura Ashram which was glorified with the gracious
presence of Ma, situated at the bank of holy river Narmada — a place con-
cerned with the tradition of age-old religicus austerities where the direct
propinquity of Anandeswar Siva (God Siva as a resource of endless divine
exaltation) is perceivable. However, thus this propitious phenomenon of
conjuction of these trio-factors, so far as the sacred place is concerned, has
revealed its great significance, in respect to the momant of denouement of
Swamiji's absolute union with the limitless transcendence of joy,

“In The Domain Of Joy, in The Domain Of Weal — Do exit, O Gracefiu! Truth...”
“Thy Glory is Manifested In The Stellar Sky..." — Rabindranath Tagore

Swamiji - it's next to impossible for a person like me lacking adequate
competence and proper confidence to eulogize you perfectly ! Still, may |
dare t0 be effortiul for this task, aimost unattainable by a person like me,
remembering the verse of Puspadanta, the great devoiee to Siva;

“It they have not been disregarded yet, who have composed your encomium

as per limits of their own knowledge; hope that this effort of mine to eulogize
you not be disapproved.”

-- (Rest part of the first stanza from Shilgk-1, Siva Mahimna Stotram by Puspadantal.
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“Always chant the glory of 5ri Ma — Adore Mukiananda Giri {mother of Her
Holiness Anandamavyee Ma) as Param Guru {most revered preceptor)...”
— Swami Omkarananda Giri

“Lat us join the ovation to glorify Ma Narmada ! We pay abeisance to
Goddess Narmada at her lolus feet...”

—Shankaracharya.

Swamiji | You are blessed and ever respected — we are gratified also,
coming to your holy feet !

- Ever resorted 1o Ma's Holy Feet
Swami Mahananda Giri{Ascetic name after being initiated by Swami
Bhaskarananda Giri Maharaj; Names in family life and religious
mendicant-hoods, viz. Milan Kusum Bhattacharya and Hrishikesh

Kasyap respectivaly).

¢ “
Maother and Sadhana

Que. : We asked to practise self-restraint and sadhana. we are trying our
best, but we do not find God. What are we to do ?

Ma : Do not relax your efforts, go on steadily. Just as when you study you
pass your exams and then become an officer aulumatically, and in
caurse of time get your pension; similarly, in the spiritual field also, if
you preserve and continue with seadfastness, everything will come
to you of itself.

Que : Whal you say gives us great hope.

Ma : It is indeed as has just been explained.

Que. : It is possible for a liberated person to have a desire 7

Ma : To be liberated and have a desire is a contradiction in terms, Libera-
tion implies desirelessness. How can one be liberated and still have a
desire 7

Que. : But has not God divided Himself into the many because He desired
to do so ?

Ma : VYes. that is so.

Que. ; But you have just said that one who is liberated cannot have desires.

Ma . There is a great difference between God's desire and personal de-

L sire. Divine desire is Divine Will and quite another matter. )
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% Hari Om. Prostrations at the Holy Feet of Pujya Swamiji. Am indebted to
yoll for Pujya Swamiji's darshan. Pranams.
Br. Atharvan Chaitanya (Chinmaya Mission, Ahmedahac)
< | am sorry to learn that you have lost one more shelter. May God give you
strength to bear this loss.
Swennt Viditatmanand Sarvaswafi {Adhyatma Vidya Mandir, Ab'ad)
+ Jai Ma. Knew that Swamiii has mcrged in the Supreme Brahman and
become one with Ma. May his blessings be with us....
Swami Tvagavairagyvanand (Shivanand Ashram, Bhavnagar)
% We are all grieved to know about Revered Swami Bhaskeranandji giving up
body on &7 Our prayer to Sri Bhagavan outered.
Y 8. Ramanan (President, Sri Ramanashramam)

% My heartfelt homage to the revered Swamiji. His devotion, dedication, and
simplicity to rearch to the hearts of saskears shall remain always, May his
journey continue towards Sri Sri Ma’'s sea of love.

Sarica Gokani
0 fe e
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Goodbye...

‘Death is the golden key
that opens the
Place of Eternity

- Milton
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