MATRI SATSANGA

Swami Bhagavatananda Giri
(Translated from Bengali)

After the conclusion of the Sathyamavrata in the New Delhi
Ashram:in 1957, Mataji remained in the Ashram for a few
more days, and each night we had a wonderful opportunity of
-enjoying Safsanga with Mataji. I have tried to note down
Sri Ma’s exact words, but I cannot confirm with confidence
that I have caught each and every word that emanated from
Her lips: el . ¢ 3

In the Devi Gua of the Devi Bhagavata it is ‘said, “In the'
whole universe who -else is there but the Mother who can
-continue to put up :with the errors the child commits at every
step ? There fore all of you must take refuge with utmost
devotion at the feet of the Supreme Mother, It is She who
will fulfill the task you have undertaken.”

New Delhi, 27/11/1957.

Devotees requested Sn Ma to sing kirtana, so She sang
very melodiously in ever varying modulations :

“He Bhagavan, He Bhagavan. Jiieya Bhagavan,
Dhyeya Bhagavan, Sreya Bhagavan, Preya Bhaga-
van, Mangalamay He Bhagavan, Santimay He
Bhagavan, Anandamay He Bhagavan, Premamay
He Bhagavan.”

The kirtana was so enchanting that all present started
repeating in chorus after Sri Ma. The whole atmosphere
became surcharged with divine love— as if all present were
having darsana of the Lord, A heavenly joy was reflected on
the faces of everyone.

Question : Ma, [ should like to ask a question,
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Mataji : What do you say ? Only one question
remains, all the others have been answered ?

Question : I have heard that once upon a time, when you
went to bathe in a pond. You felt like playing amidst its.
waters. You had the kheyala to mingle wiih the water,
becoming water yourslf. Please explain’ how such a thing.
happened,

Mataji : In those times this sort of bhava™

(mood) used to arise. This body had then not.

heard any Scriptures. Nowadays of course, the:
speeches of mahatmas are being heard. It does
not always occur to this body to listen. At that
time I was a young woman in veils. We had not
yet visited Dehradun and Raipur—Ilong before that.
In those days this body on occasions would dance
in ecstasy at the sight of dense dark clouds. This
body was then staying at Ramna Ashram, Dacca..
The ashram was surrounded by fields. One day
this body went to bathe in a pond. And there and
then the kheyala arose to mingle and become one
with the water. In water ‘this’ (Mataji) was water,
seeing waves it was waves, with the wind it was.
wind. Who is it that appears as water or wind ?
HE and no other. In those days the play of various.
sadhanas was being enacted. Sometimes during
kirtana a bhava would ensue in which this body
would roll about like dry leaves being blown about
by the breeze. Sometimes, as soon as this body
sat in a yogic posture, yogic kriyas would start of
their own. Now and then the whole body would
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1 bhava—Divine mood, also spiritual ecstasy, generally
emotional in nature.






