One must endeavour to remain constantly
engaged in the contemplatlon of That. All

- other thought engenders anxiety. He is

holding your hand, so why worry ? Do not
allow your mind to be overwhelmed ; be ever
~steeped solely in the contemplation of the
Supreme.

—Sr1 Sr1 Ma Anandamayee

By Caurtesy of | L _
The Asiatic Oxygen & Acetylene Co. Ltd.

Regd. Office : 8, B B. D. Bag (East)
Calcutta-700 001

Phone : 204241/204247/204259/205115
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Name is God*

Swaml Ram Das _4 o

'Exalted Name. dnvme )
Few know Thy power.

Who has . drunk  nectar

Can alone its taste en_;oy
‘Thou Name of etemal splend@ur
Song or word can il express .
Thy unique wondrous glory.
- Take ‘the. Name, O Friend,
Name is immortal joy -
That - thrills in your vems
Name is. infinite love

- That wells. up. from your hcarts

- Name is cosmw msu;m
- That dazzles in your - .eyes. |

Name is Truth - Name is God. =

* Reproduced from *The-Vision'; Vol 56, No. 2, Nov. 1988
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Ma: “Look — You know' how long: one

wishes to keep secrets. ? One wants to guard secrets
while there is the feeling of want. What is that

feeling of want ? Well, that feeling arises in the
mind of a seeker who is afraid that his sadhana
may be hampered (if he gives out his secrets). And
the common people are afraid of losing their pres-
tige. Hence they have that wish to conceal. facts.
Agam whem the. ‘Mahatmas: sometimes do not
e éverything -to others; it: is-because those
people are not qualified for hear1ng~every¢h1ng A
matriculate, for example, will fail to understand if
he is told what is learnt by an M.A. student.”
- Question :  ““Ma, some people say, Ma has not

| 'lived a worldly life like us, yet how is it that she

understands our worldly Joys and sorrows '§0

~much 77

Ma : “Bah ! You know how it is ? Verlly, F
am you. You yourself are myself — that ‘is all

‘Where is the question of not understanding 7>

.-+ Sadhan Brahmachari, a devotee of Ma ofa "Very
long acquaintance, once saw: the manifestation of

‘worldly mentality in-an aged sannyasi. He came to

Ma and asked, “Well, Ma, why do these ‘worldly
tendencies linger even after being in the. dismplm'e

~ of a sannyasi for such a’ long time 7" If 1t is : hke |
- thlS ‘then where do we stand 77 '- R
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Ma replied, “Look durmg one’s youth, one has |
the capacity for maintaining harmony among vari-
ous matters, of keeping divérse interests simultane-
ously intact, but in childhood as well as in old age,

one’s inner feelings and trends get clearly mani-
- fested even outwardly.  Attachment, aversion — all
that they have in their mind are expressed even in
their outer behaviour. They can no longer keep
- them suppressed. Even then, he (the sannyasi-in
question) is living this kind of hfe — thcre is no
doubt hope for him.” - | |

" Now a days (Didi wrltes) Ma often says, “You
people book a returm ticket before caming here
that is why you keep coming and going. There-
fore I say, act in sucha manner that there is no
return ticket for you.” SR

As a result of being in Ma’s companp fﬁr 'S0me

time, the nature of an old lady was undergoing: &

posilive change. - Observing this, Didi (Br. Guru-
priva Devi) said to Ma, ““‘Are you pui}mg out all
that is there inside (the lady) .

Ma said, “‘It is good if what is there ms1dea |
person is let out.”

Ma quite often s&ys, ._“Everythmg that happens
is _]ust what is needed, nobody can be blamed.”. .

- One day Ma sazd smllmgly, .-“Flmsh all your
- work ; time is passing.”>- = -

Q;lc day Ma asked an aged sadlm of a very
tranqml nature, “Pﬂ;ajl, what is the way to quleten
the mmd ” -

-He sald “What can. I teil you ? You are
o already sitting here -with full realization of plenti-
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tude.” On this, all the other persons said to the
sadhu, ‘‘Please say something for us.” Then the
aged sadhu said a few thmgs whlch can be

-summarised as follows :

- ““The first spiritual discipline is sadachar, pure
and virtuous conduct, not only outwardly, but both
outwardly as well as inwardly one should observe

~ good conduct. By regular practice of good

conduct, the restlessness of the mind gradually
decreases. I will not ride the horse; lest I .shisuld

- fall from it — this is not the right way of think-

ing ; 1 ‘will ride the horse, and holding the- reins
t:ghtly in: my hand, 'T will control the hotse —
this- is ‘the proper attitude one should maintain,

~ The mind can be conquered only by continuous prac-

tice of self control — this is what the Lord has said
in the Gita. Those who are in your company —
what need they worry about? They have been
fortunate to be associated with you. Such asso-
ciation is rare, inscrutable and infallible. It is rare
as it is not easily available — it is a matter of
immense good fortune. It is inscrutable, as it is
not given to common understanding ; that is why
again and again there are doubts, misgivings. It is
infallible since such association can never goinvain.
Ido not usually go to any person, but as soon as 1
had my very first look at you, I felt that you draw

~all people towards you. ~ I usually do not tell any-

one about these thmgs discussed i in the scnptures

- but as, _you permltted me to do s0, I have done it.
.Butwhat will these words do There should be
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realiZati‘on in ones heart.” .. .S_aying these words','- -thez
old gentleman fell silent.

Talking about the yoglc manlfestatlons in: the

body, Ma orce said, ‘“When the kriyas manifest

themselves in the body, it is distinctly felt how —

a current is flowing even in the upper veins of the
body, as the knots snap open. Some times it is
seen that while Kirtan is going on, a few persons
engaged in it experience a slight manifestation of
ecstacy, and due to this, they are seen in a state of
commotion violently jerking their hands and feet.
- Itso happens because the knots in their body are
‘not untied yet. Since nature’s forces are unable to
move about in their normal course, a suppressed

impulse agitates within them. and, trying to come

out, meets an obstruction. - And as their knots are

. not open they knock about restlessly in that

manner.’

Whatever is to happen to anyone anywhere, at anytlme__ .
i alI ﬁxed by H:m HIS arrangements are perfect

Sn Srn Ma Anandamayl e
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In. Association with
Sr1 Sri Ma Anandamayee

| Sn Amulya Kumar Datta Gupta

(Translated from Bcngal:)

(Contmued fram prevmus issue ) .

-The visit of the CommisSioner _of o
Dhaka to S‘B Ma

. - Sunday, 3 6 45
Today there was a - Mahotsab “When I arrived

~at the Ashram in -the morning [ perceived the

Commissioner of Dhaka, Mr. Larkm and: his wife,
had come to visit-'Sri Ma. Sri Prafulla Ch.
Ghosh had brought them along with him. - Mr.

‘Larkin asked Ma why she did not stay on in Dhaka. |

‘When we interpreted : the question to. Ma she |
replied, ““I do remain in Dhaka”’. SR -
Mr. Larkin: Then why cannot we see you ?
St Ma ¢ (Laughmg) You have not the r:ght
glasses (every body laughs). o _
Mr. Larkin : . (also laughmg) Not ina spmtual
sense, -but..:if_yu)_ur body stays on in Dhaka, every-
body can see you and thus derive benefit from yoi_%
- Sri Ma: I am indeed existing in Dhaka in
my own body.. It is also heard that. at ‘times when
L stdy elseWhere some. people-can see me here.
Besides, this body has mdeed arrived a.t Dhaka now,
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but can all bhakta inhéb’itan’ts see me ? Only those

who are destined to do so can see me.
Mrs. Larkin : The women ‘of Bengal do not

know how to minister to people. The women of

" other countries have joined the Red Cross, and
doing a good job in ministering to others. But the
Bengalee women are not among them. If you

advise them to join the Red Cross I think many

will do se.
+ Sri Ma : It is not true that Bengalee women can-
not minister to others.  They minister, even at the

“cost of their lives to their father, mother; brothers

and sisters and other members of the famﬁy, and-they
consider this sort of seva as-their religious duty.

But they are:not trained to minister to people out-

side their family. Moreover they consider that it
is against their belief to mix with outsiders. That

~ is why they cannot be found for work outside their

homes. Now of course some are joining in outside
work but not all, as they are not used to it. But
their menfolk have joined in this type of work.

Mr. Larkin : They are working for monetary
gain. -' -

to others for the sake of seva alone.

After spending some time in thlS way the
Commissioner and his wife took their departure.
‘While leaving he again extorted Ma to revisit
Dhaka. Sri Ma Jaughed and said, ‘I am a baby,
I can come whenever you bring me here.”

She added looking towards us, “Well, can I or
can I not speak English ? (everybody laughs).

Sri Ma : Yes, the ideal s]ic)uld"bé. {0 minister
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smmu ﬁne pray tﬁ one’s guru for
matetlal gain? ... ‘

Sti Promotho Bose was waltmg to ask Maa
question, - When the Commlssw_ner left, he asked
Ma, “Can one not pray to his guru for fulfilment
of material benefits 7 - :

“Sri Ma: Why not? If you have to ask
you should pray to the gruru only: ‘who is there
to help you beside the guru? But if-your guru
does not like these entreaties, then he will himself
discourage them.. If you start flinging your feet and
hands about, your guru. wilt pacify:you. EEE

It looked “as if Promotho Babu was Very much
satisfied with Ma’ s answer. There was some more
discussion after this, thereafter Ma dcparted to
Siddheswari Ashram. | o L

Meanwhile in the. Ramna Ashram arrangements_
for the Mahotsab were continued in. right earnest.
Bhupati Babu, Nibaran Babu and others were 1ook-
ing after. the work with great entusiasm. * Sachin
Babu started to:sing ‘Kirtan in the Nam Ghar.
The Kirtan gradually - gained fervour. Sri Ma
returned to the Ashram at about 1.30 to 2p m.
Prasad. started being. distributed from 3 | p.m. In
the-courtyard ‘of .the Ashram about 600 persons
sat down to partake of prasad, irrespective of caste,
creed and income. Sri Ma watched all this
standing in the temple ‘of Shree Annapurna. Those
who were serving, or eating or were just the audi-
ence, were all expressing their joy. From time to
time' shouts of “‘Sri. Sri Ma Annandamayee ki

k | Jai? or “Baba Bholanath ki Jal” ﬁlled the atmos-
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phere. Sri Ma stood and watched this scene for
a while and then went to 11c down alone m the
temple of Shree Annapurna - |

This distribution of prasad lasted from 3 p.m.
to 9 p.m. But in the meantime I partook of some
prasad and returned homc |

Mahatma Gandhl and S!'l Ma

At about 9 p.m. I returned to the Ashram thh _
Manoranjan Babu and Jatin. By that time distri-
bution of prasad had been completed The woskers |
had just sat down to partake of their prasad. Sri
Ma was conversing m private with a few persons. :

At about 11 p.m. ‘Ma came and sat down in

the open field. We also squatted down near her.

Bhudeb Babu asked Ma, ‘“Ma, we have heard you |
had once met Mahatma Gandhi.  We wish-to hear.
 details of that meeting from you.” . -
| SriMa: Ido not feel mclmed to talk about
" it. Hariram and Abhoy were both presem there
You can get the details from them. o
‘Bhudeb Babu : 1tis our wish to hear it from
your lips. R
- SriMa: Let them start, if I' feel' like' it,' i B
will join in. ~Saying this Ma asked Abhoy to speak t
on the subject. Abhoy started thus :
 ““Mahatma Gandhi had heard 2 lot about Sn' |
‘Ma from Kamala Nehru. That is why he sent Sri |
Jamunalal Bajaj to go and meet Sri Sri Ma, Sri
Bajaj originally desired to stay omly 3 ‘days with
Ma. But once he met Ma, his desire to return
became less l'lgld He sent telegram after tclegram
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phere. Sri Ma stood and watched this scene for
a while and then went to lie ‘down alone inthe
temple of Shree Annapurna |

This distribution of prasad lasted from 3 pm.
to 9 p.m. But in the meantime I partook of some
prasad and returned home.

| | Mahatma Gandhi and Sl'l Ma

At about 9 p.m. I returned to the Ashram W1th _
Manoranjan Babu and Jatin. By that time distri-
bution of prasad had been completed. The workers
had just sat down to partake of their prasad.  Sri
Ma was conversing in private with a few persons.

At about 11 p.m. ‘Ma came and sat down in |
the open field.. We alsosquatted down near her.. _{

Bhudeb Babu asked Ma, ‘““‘Ma, -we have heard you “ ;

had once met Mahatma Gandhi. We wmh to. hear
details of that meeting from you.”
Sri Ma: I do not feel mclmed to talk about
" jt. Hariram and Abhoy were both presem there
You can get the details from them. R
Bhudeb Babu : 1t is our wish to hear it from
your lips. BT
Sri Ma : Let them start, if I feel like it, T
will jotn in. Saymg this Ma asked Abhoy to speak
on the subject. Abhoy started thus:
“Mahatma Gandhi had heard a lot about Sri |
Ma from Kamala Nehru. That is why he sent Sri
Jamunalal Bajaj to go and meet Sri Sri Ma. Sri
Bajaj originally desired to stay only 3 days with
Ma. But once he met Ma, his desire to return
hecame less rigid. He sent telegram after telegram
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to Gandhiji requesting him to extend his leave and
~continued to stay at Raipur Ashram. In this way,
in place of 3 days, 15 days elapsed and still he did
not wish to return. He went and asked Ma if he
should wire Mahatmaji for more leave. Ma said,
“If you make such a request of Mahatmaji, he will
indeed grant you such leave, but as he has a]ready -
wired you to return, you should go back.” |
‘When Abhoy had reached this stage, Sri Ma
“herself took up the tale. She said, ‘‘Babaji used
to request for half an hour daily to be private with
- the body, there was no conversation: he just wanted
to sit in private in front of the body, who also used
to sit quietly in front of him. Sometimes he used
to lie down with his head in my lap or at other
~ times he used to suck the big toe of one foot. This
- was his mode of having private speech (everybody
~ laughs)., -

In order to visit this body from tlme to time,
he expressed a desire to build a small Ashram on
the waste fand that surrounded Ralpur Ashram and
so he asked this body’s opinion on this subject.
This body said, “‘If you want to buy land, you can
do so, but do. not harbour any particular desire
within yourself.” As soon as he obtained my
permission, he bought the land. This body had
also told him that people did not know when they
would breath from one moment to another, so it
~ was best for him to be aloof from his household
‘§ duties. He obeyed my suggestion to the last letter.

~ When he returned to Ahmedabad he left his home
~and built himself a small Ashram nearby. In that
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Ashram he arranged to keep and nourish’ cows and
let Kumaris stay there. :: He -himself arranged’ to
live in a separate ku’tia He accomphshed all th‘PS
within a very short time.”” . "¢ A

(Looking towar-ds Abhoy) She sal-d “Now you
| can continue,”™ .. . = L .o o S

+ Abhoy :. Srl Jamuna]al Ba_]aj s great ambition
was to arrangé.a meeting between Sri Sri-Ma
and Mahatma Gandhi. For this purpose he started
sending telegram after telegram to Ma to visit that
place. Furthermore, -he 'started makmg -such -an
elaborate arrangements for welcoming Ma that such
~lavish arrangements had never so far been madé for
~any other top political leaders of the country. - But
Ma. then had no kheyal to visit that place. Conse-

quently during the life ‘time of Sri Baja_], Sr1 M’l' b

did not meet Mahatmaji ! - - . o

After some days when Ma was out on:: «iwr
travels, she heard:ina station from: Jamunalal Bajaj’s
son that his father hasexpited. ' This son- kept. on
requesting: Ma to visit Ahmedabad. . He: saild; My
mother is now prostrate: with grief, if you how
come and give her your- darshan, then she will
derive some comfort -and peace. The son:-was
- himself stricken with grief. -Sri Sri Ma comforted
~ him saying, “Why do you:'grieve :for : Babaji 7"
He is here in person, he is' standing here near ‘me
wearlng the dress and ca*p he used to wear whlle
ahve o S : ; . . . e
- “Sri Ma~ happened then to be on the dlrectf'
route to. Ahmedabad. So she had a :kheyal. this
" time to visit Ahmedabad, ‘hence together with all
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of us-she arrived at Jamunalal Bajaj’s Ashram at
Ahmedabad. At her arrival, there was great joy in
the Ashram. At this time Mahatmaji was residing
at Sevagram. He was then very busy with some
political matters. Leaders of the country were also
~ present with him. So it was not possible for
Mahatmaji to come to Ma to meet her. He kept
on sending message after message to Ma to visit
Sevagram. But Ma expressed no desire to go else-
where. At this juncture a certain gentleman came
and told Ma, ‘‘Mataji, if you do not now visit .
- Sevagram, then Mahatmaji in his old age will have
to bear the trouble of visiting you here”. On hear-
ing this, Ma at once. started to make arrangement

to visit Sevagram. R T T

When Ma reached Gandhl_]i s Aehram it’ was
nearly: evening. Gandhiji was seated in his kutia.
National leaders were also present. As soom-as Sri
Ma’s motor reached the gates of the Ashram;
Gandhiji called out to Ma, “Ao Ao” in a very
pleasant mood. Ma also ran to Gandhiji’s side.
‘Gandhiji clasped Ma in his bosom, and remained
thus for quite some time. When conversation
commenced, Gandhiji said, ‘I have heard from
Kamala that you are her guru ” Ma rephed “f
- have no disciples.’’

‘Here, Ma resumed the thread of Abhoy’s report
and said, (Gandhiji said) “Do you know who sent
Bajaj to you ? It was I who did so. He had said
to me, ‘“Mahatmaji, the peaceé and joy I have
received from your company over 15: years, I‘have
~ obtained from Mataji’s company in only 3-days..



104 ANANDA VARTA { Vol. XXXVI

B W

‘“Babaji (Gandhiji) tried his best to persuade me to
remain. wﬂh him, but T did. not agree. Then
Gandhiji. pomted out the. leadmg ;pational.. leaders
~ around- ‘him and said, ‘T am theirleader. - +They all
obey my commands implicitly, today if you -de et
listen to my t?cquest what will they imagine 7. I
said, ‘““My father (meaning Gandhiji) does not. car¢
two hoots for it.” Then Gandhiji-said, ““This isa
very obstinate girl”. I said, “Your daughter is
‘bound to imbibe some qualities from:her father.” =
Abhoy continued his story. ““This sort of con-
versation continued for some: time. I cannot.recall
all the various:facts, but I have noted all this down
- somewhere.. Both were soft spoken, so their conver-
sation was so interesting that I cannot describe it:}?
- Ma resumed her tale, ‘I :told : Gandhiji,. Pitaji,
I will'one day. quietly enter.your soom without any~
body knowing it.”"  Gandhiji said, ‘“That is. the:may -
- ofe thieves and. dacoits’. I said, I will steal all
your belongmgs ‘Later I said, ‘‘Pitaji when the
time is ripe I will come-and take you away as well.*
At the earnest request of Gandhiji -Ma spent
-that mghl; at Sevagram, and. departed early next
morning. . - TR SR P
- Thus S,rl Ma S meetmg wnh Gandhl_]l was: des-
cribed in bits and pieces, but because we could not
learn -about all the ;mportant events fully, we! felt |
somswhat dlssatlsﬁed | o e

'Ihe catchmg of a t‘hlef msnde the Ashram

At this Juncture there was a , gommotion msxdef
the ,Ashrgm,_ Somebody- camq and shouted out {o
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Ma that a man had been half beaten to death. It
was doubtful if the man would survive. Then Jatu
Brahmachari came and told - Ma, “It was I who
beat him. Now  let. me suffer any punishment. |
You know last might during Arati somebody had
cut off and stolen a necklace belonging to a girl.
Today apain at my father Bholanath’s mandif
somebody  tried to snatch the ear ring from a sleep-
ing girl. On hearing the girl .cry out I.went and
caught hold of the thief red-handed, and beat him
up mercilessly. This thief is no other than -oné of
the temporary hands I had employed - to: do the
Ashram’s extra work.. Tonight all the othér cooks
and servants of the Ashram had gone away, o this
fellow . had ‘stayed behind so .late for the sake of
taking his chance in stealing. - Ma =said,” “Then
shauld -we beat him. up 80 mergilessly 2 . We
should. have caught him .and deal with - him '4s
we. -deal with others in similar circumstanees.”
Having said this Ma went ‘towards the Ashram.
Outside. the Ashram the man. was brought::and
flung. down before Ma. Ma. had -a fook: at
the man and said;. “No, he. does not have any
serious injury.” .. But:the -man had pretended to
~have fainted. T saw. something ‘white like a piece
of coiton lying near the man’s: hands. . Ma
removed it carefully. I could not realise exactly
what it was although I moved quite near to Ma.
The man was then assisted to .lis feet and taken
towards the Ashram. Gopaldada was informed.
When the latter arrived the man fell at his feet -and
} asked for pardon. Gopaldada :said, +“Very well, -
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the necklace you stole last night and ‘whatever else
you may have stolen from the Ashram, restore them
to us, we will then think of pardoning you.” The
. nan still continued to deny any  theft on -his part.
At this stage I noticed a few feathers from a. pigeon
~in Ma’s hands, strung with a thin piece of wire.
I imagined that the white feathers I had seen on
Ma’s crown on the night of the Tithi Puja would
be some of those. Because when the crown was
being removed from Ma’s head I had noticed some
feathers falling down loose from it. - Ma said, “I
have removed the feathers from the man’s hands.
When the man was brought and flung down before
this body, I had noticed that something white was
lying near his hands. As soon as.I tried. to remove

these, I realised they were nothing else but a few )

feathers strung together with: wire. - As soon as I
pulled the feathers, I realised that the othér end
“of the wire was wound round the man’s fingers.
That is why I could not remove them easily. -As
soon as I pulled them, the fingers of his hand “were
lifted. He then of his own accord straightened his
fingers so that I could remove the feathers. . |
Do you know what was these feathers are for ?
~ When somebody is asleep, in order to check whether
his sleep is deep enough or not, he lightly :touches
some part of his face with the feather. If the
‘sleeper moves at - this touch, he realises .that : the
person is not sufficiently deep in slumber, and so ‘it
is not safe to remove anything from his bedy. But
when he sees that the person does not stir at all,
then he removes ornaments ete. from his body.”
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. I was flabbergasted at these words of Ma. ‘So
many of us were presen’t but none had noticed any
feathers. When Ma discovered them we still did |
H not realise what exactly they were, or.for what
- purpose they could be used. When Ma recounted

- all this everybody realised that this man himself
had stolen the neeklace with the help of " the
feathers. But the man-still continued to ‘deny any
theft on his part;: But the boys did not release
him. "When they referred to .Ma -asking what
| should be done with him Ma said; ‘“Did you not
L ~ promise to reclaim the necklace from him ?”’ On
hearing this, everybody understood that the neck-

lace would be found on him. So ‘he was brought
outs:de in the ﬁcld and strapped to the pole of a
tent. . | . St
We started exchangmg our experxences s1ttmg
under the tent. - After a.while somebody came - to

Ma was dressed with a golden. crown, -any of us
who wished to see this could do so. On hearing
this we all went inside the ‘Ashram, and observed
that the blue sari and the crown with which Ma
had been dressed previously had. again been worn
today. Sri Ma was seated in Bholanath’s - mandir.

- Ma had dressed thus for the sake of the girls, -
beeause, when she was dressed thus last night, none
of the ladies were then present. As there was in-
sufficient space, we remained there only for.a short
time and then came away. |
In a.little while Ma came outside. _ Sshe;had
 meanwhile removed her special dress.  Ma .went

us from 1ns1de ‘the Ashram -and.informed us that
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towards the spot. where the thief was roped up.

On noticing his.condition, Ma told, “Why are you

making him suffer in this way ?” On these words
~of Ma, we removed - his bondage. Ma asked him

- to return the necklace. He said, “I have not stolen

the necklace. If my words are not ‘true let me be
affected by a serious malady.” He even denied

that feathers had been bound to his fingers with

wire. On hearing him lie so blatantly, Ma said no

more, but asked us, “What do you wish to do thh‘

him now 7"’ - SR
Birendada : We will do whatever you tell us. - -

- S8ri Ma: You can hand him over to the

police, but you will yourselves be implicated in red

tape. You may even see subsequently that he would

not be awarded any punishment. If you do net
wish to keep him imthe Ashram, then’you are no

longer responsible for correcting his ways of life;

And he is not the type to be corrected.” He who

is born to steal will contmue to stea] So-- I say just

release him. - : AT
“We carried out Ma s -instructions. 'Fhef'fman
was returned his clothes still into Ashram. He left.

-~ Sri Ma came and sat down in the field, and talked
in private to Birendada. We went and slept under
the tent. When we awoke, it was daylight. We
tendered our pranams to Ma and returned home. " -

The Depaﬂure from Dhaka
Monday 4. 6 45

"Today Ma was leavmg Dhaka for Calcutta.
I went to the Ashram at about 8.30 a.m. - At that
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time Ma was approaching the Ashram by car after
visiting Siddheswari Ashram and Dhaka Hall. But

- without entering the Ashram she went to Shahbagh.

We waited for Ma out in the field. Ma returned

from Shahbagh after about half an hour. Ma was
at once taken for her Bhog. After partaking a meal
Ma came and sat down on the verandah of the
Smriti Mandir. Noticinga huge crowd of ladies
surrounding her we stood at a distance. I was
thinking I would return home as soon as Ma left
the Ashram. At this juncture, somebody came and
informed me, “Ma is asking for you.” 1 strode
through  the crowd to Ma. But from Ma’s appear-
ance it did not look as if she had asked for me. T
kept -on standing inside the crowd. Ma pointed
towards a lady and said, *“The dead daughter of this
woman has come to life again. -(Looking towards
me) I suppose you have heard the story.”
I: 1 cannot recall anything now.

- Thereafter everybody requested Ma to recount
the story. Ma started saying, ‘“Her 12 years old
daughter had died. She was overcome with grief
at her death.” When I went to Tarapith she came
to me and started crying piteously. - This body had
then advised her, ‘““Ma you must not cry so much
for a dead person, whose soul thereby suffers great
pain. It is better to pray to God that your daughter
should rest in peace. But if you do intend to cry
then cry to God, saying, “Oh God, why did you
take her away 77

At this advice, although she obtamed temporary
relief, she could not entirely forget the memory of
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“her daughter. = Often sheused to cry and address
her daughter thus, “If I could only see you alive
once, and know where you are, I would get some
peace.” When some days had passed thus, she
dreamt one night that her daughter had come to
her. She was dressed with flowers in such a fashion
that it was not possible for any human being to be
 so dressed. The daughter- came and sat down on_
the lap of her mother, who wrapped her hands
round her daughter saying, ‘I will never let you go
again.” After a while she realised that somehow
her daughter had slipped away from her. In the
same dream she again saw that she had arrived at
a large and beautiful field, where Rishis and little
girls were singing hymns to the Lord. Her daughter
was included among the girls. The place was
beautiful and the songs were also very melodious.

Narayan himself was present there disguised as an

old Brahman. He came and placed his hands over
her forehead, and at- this stage her dream ‘' was
broken. On waking up she started grieving, “Oh,
I wish I could have seen such a wonderful dream a
little longer.” -

Within-a: few days of this event the gxrl ) father
i.e. her husband exprienced on dream where their
daughter was saying, ‘‘Baba, I'could not stay quiet
for your continuous crying for me, so 1 have
returned. to you.” The father took her in his
" bosom and gave her to his wife. The day this
- dream was experienced, the woman became preg- ’
nant. Latér when this body went to Tarapith, the
woman brought a one month old daughter to this
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body and said, ‘“Ma, I have got my daughter
back.” Saying this, she recounted the full story
‘to me. The girl was then present in the Ashram
and was about 6/7 years old.” -
After finishing this story Ma sald to me, ‘“Now
hurry Khukuni to get ready for our departure, it
- will be better in the train.” 1 went and requested
Didi to hurry. The idea arose in my mind, did
Ma ask me to accompany her in the carriage ?
When I spoke to Jatin, he asked, “Should I then
attach my saloon to the Calcutta Mail > 1 went
to Didi to consult her and on hearing our proposi-
tion Didi said; “Good; that will be excellent.”
On ~hearing this Jatin and I went along to
the station at once in a Rickshaw. When Ma’s car
arrived at the station, we took her to the saloon.
There was such a crowd in the saloon that we were
compelled to stand with difficulties in Jatin’s kitchen
in order to arrive at Narayanganj. We had no
- opportunity of speaking to Ma. We helped Ma
board the steamer, dld our pranam to her and took
our departure SR - -
SR - (To be continued)”






