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MATRI - VANI

(iod’s Grace s streaming down at all tines like torrential rain. I you keep your
verssel rrned upside down, the Grace will flow down the sides. Keep your vessel
straight up and open; i will be tilled.

* % _ %

In the morning, as s0on #4s vou wake up, pray : “Lord, accept as Thy servive
every thing that I shall do today. At night again, before falling asleep pray @ “In sclf
surrender T bow to Thee placing iy head at Thy boly licet.” Try to spend the wh_ul-::
day in this spiril.

+ i %

Keeping the hody as bare as is practicable, gazc (10 your heurt's cenent at the
mountains or on the wide occan and your shackles will be broken, and you wall find
yourself becoming free.

It is the pood and beautiful which are true and living, whercas the bad and agly
are unly the shadow of what really is. Nobody ever wishes to be bad. When you seck
the compazy of others, remember you are oul to find the good and beawtiful )

Hi £ . H

To laugh superficially is not enough : your whole being must be united in laugh-
tgr, both outwardly and inwardly.

* % : "

Fach of the five fingers of the hand has its own peculiarity; each part of the body
has its own functions, high or low; the tceth may at times well bite the tongue, but
since the whole of it is your own body, you aceept all its' ways and (ake great pains to
look aller every part of it. 1n the same manner, try 10 regard as yOur OWn eVery person
you contact. By making this habit you will in duc course come to fecl thal everyorne
in (he universe is part of you. To abolish the distinction betwecn *{7 and “you’ is the
~ sole purpose of al) spiritaal endeavour.
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Rezl worship is of the heart. Outer niles and cercmoenics are only & small partof it.
As 4 mother fondles bier ailing baby in her lap, so have wc in the initial stage of
sadhana 10 hug the Divine close to our breast as we wonld do with a sick infant.

% e *

Man is the image of God, To be born i 3 human body is the highest type ot birth,
nowhere in the world can be found such & wealth of hidden reasurcs as in [hc_i:lﬂ-
main of the human precious jewels. )

* ' * _ *

In the whele universe, in all states of being, in all forms s He, All Names are His
namcs, all shapes His shapes; all qualities and all modes of existence are truly His.

E s "

Question : God has given us the sense of “T7, He will remove it again. What necd
is there for self surrender ?

Answer © Why do you ask ? Just keep still and do nothing.

Cuestion : How can one possibly keap sill ?

Answer ; This is why sclf surrender is necessaury.

£ . % *
Man's duty - expecially for those who have made the Supreme Quest their one_
and only aim - is te work joyfully for the uplift of the world, with the convietion that

all service in His service. Work done in such a spiril belps 1o purify the mind and the
heurt.
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VYol 5
—Late Amulya Kumar Dutta Gupta

Translation - Sanjay Ghosh

(Continued)

Ad this mament a lady said - “Ma, my husband has got a Narayana statue made
ant he does ity pja. Now 1f we keep this statue and would like (o do pujg of it then
can we ourselves do the pufe or would we have to keep a brahmin to do its puja™”

Ma “Ask a pandit about this.”

The lady - “No Ma, we want your orders.” .

Ma said “Tasked you to consult 2 pandit, (laughing) Only a command wonld not
suflice; it has got1o conform o the desire of the person to whomn the command is
- being made.” (laughter)

. Kdutish Babu, "Ma, should one pray to God for wealth, fame, promotion etc. or is
it wrong to do 507" Ma replied, * 1 say if you deisre to get anything ask it from God.
You present yourself before God with all your belongings. God is gracious,
‘Kalpataru " (a trec fulfilling wishes and desites at (i very thought}. Peaple get fram -
Him whatever they want and pray for. A story runs as follows, which of course you
know it '

“Acruveller while strolling casually took tefuge under a kafpaiary — (4 wish-
tree). He was ignorant of the faut thal it was a kefpaiarie. He was very tired while
walking and hence thought, *Oh, if | could got some cool beeze right now, that would
save my life.” Atthe very thought & cool breeze started blowing. He was relicved of
his tircdness. He now craved for a bath and a meal. Immediately as desired, water
was provided for his bath and meal was readjr. He tuled to understand how he was
procuring ali the desired things at the very thought of them., After (he bath and meal
he wished for a suitable bed to rest on and he was provided with 2 snitable bed. He
lay on the bed cheerfully. On lying down he appreciated the bed and thought how
fine it would be if 2 maid would massage his hands and feet. Immediatcly a maid
arrived and started (0 massage his tired hands and feet. The traveller appreciated (he
entire course of event and was very excited that all his desires were translated into
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reality. However, he teared that it would be a great disaster 1l a dacoit cami, beal
him up and took away all the merriments and objects ol enjoyment vielenuly.
Immediately, at the very thought a dacoit atrived trom nowhere and after mercilessly
assaulting (e traveller took away all the belongings obiained as a product of his
wishes. That is the reason why it you desire for something pray to Crod for His own
sake. Becausc if vou realize God vou will get everything.

"‘Su.ppnsc you desire for a son and pray to Ged for the same and subsequently
realize God. then you will begin to feel thateverybody’s son is your own son. Hence
there will he ni difference beiween your own son and the sons of others. The same
thing happens with repard to wealth, lamne and promeotion; because all these are
present in God Himsell Byeryihing is obtained ouly by winning over God. [T you
desire objects ol enjoyinent you will get the same. But an object of (:iljoymcnl I8
noisOR { Zahar ) and pain is accompained by it This 15 also God' s grace as He makes
people turn tywards Himself by this shock of sorrow. Otherwisc man would never
pay atlention (o God. And 1l (Giod 15 associated witlt sorrow and want then it never
icads to unhappincss. I[you are prepared to accept God in all forms, il you arc able 1o
think, ‘0 God, the suffering which Iam undergoing is also a gifi of Yours; in both the
forms of aiflucnce and want, il is You alone who come to me’, then you will realize
rhit nothing in this moral worid can produce dissatisfaction lor you. By realiziug

God, you will attain to supreme Peace and supremnc Joy, |

" “htizonly the craving for sense-objects that binds a creature. Being bound is the
same as being rotten. Microbes take birth in stagnant water. That s why stagnant
watcr is unpotable. But the same water when filticred becomes fit for drinking. All the
1oxicity ol stagpant water is then removed. No doubt stagnant walter is also basically
water itsell and onee purified it acquires all the good propertics of drinking walcr.
The nexus between fivatma and Poramatma is similar In nature. Paramaima when
confincd becomes fivasma, Cnee the outer shell is removed Lhere hes ao diffcrence
between jibarma and Parcmuima.

Onc devotce asked, “Can nonvegelarian items bc offered to God?” Ma laughed
and said, “All may be olfered o God, There was one person whose name ! would
not like to state. He had a bhabit of copsaming chickem. He was such an avid lover ol
chicken thal be could not dispense with it nor coutd offer it w Lhis body before partak--
ing of his daily mcals. On visit to his house one day I saw that he was sitting with his
cyes closed with a ball boiled egg on the dining table. Later he developed such a
disease that the doctor debarred him {rom taking any egg or chicken.
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“Aldthough I said that every thing can be offered e God vet you should only offer
pure things to God. Don't Peaple talk about sd@ravic meal 7 Only those lood items
aught to be consumed which do not excite one’s mind. If you want to protnote reli
gious feelingy then you must opt lor savik meals.

With these words Shree Shree Ma lefl Panchavan. Tt was time tor the journey.
Svon afler Shree Shree Ma sar on the bus scheduled for the journey. The buses took
start and we came back. '

Artangements were made [or two buses which would go upto Narayanganj {now
in Bagladesl). Who koew that this was the last time that Shres Shree Ma had set foot
in Dhaka?

CHAPTER - 11

Arrival at Kashidham near Shree Shree Ma
23 April, 1960

Since 22nd Apal 1946, I never had darshan of Sheee Shree Ma for a long time.
ln the meancime there has been a sea-change in the Le ine of India. The seed of
communal hatred against the Hindug, already implanted among the Muslim
comnrunity by the British, has by now assumed an alarming proportion under Jinnah's
leadership as a gigantic tree spreading its branches and foliage in the sky over India.
Ay a result, humarn beings have fallen far below the level of animals. Homicide,
arson, rape, abduction of women and loot of the property of the Hindus have become
a daily ulTair and such incidenls are ool conlited w any particular gﬂﬂgldphll. Hred
bt have engulfed the entire country. The nccurrence of vieolence at Kolkala, Noalduh
and Bihar indicate that perhaps India would lose all her culrral heritage and her
characieristics like the doctrine of universal brothertiood and wolerance as a result of
this comununal foud, The shrewd Britsh rlers realizing than they will oo longer be
ablz to keep India wnder their subjugation decided to partition India into two nations
in order o prevent India {rom becoming astrong cognizable ﬂppnnent lorce to the
British in Asia.

Mahatma Candhi along with other top leaders aceepted the partition of Tudia as
inevitable in order (o stop further bloodshed. Nowever, despite the decision of the
beaders o accede 10 partition the bloodshed neither stopped not remained suspended
for a while but on the contrary assumed an alarming propontion at many places in
Tndha capecially in Pungab. State spontsored persecution  of the Hindos continved
unabated. Pakistan became an epicentre of carnage of the members of the Hindu
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community and rcalizing that there is no hope of salety of tife and property lakhs and
lakhs of people staried migrating towards the Indian U nion abandoning their several
generations old native and ancestral home and bomestead land. Muny millionaires
overnight turned paupers and many bappy families were ruined. The ellect 1
ohserved even till date, we cannot ascertain and assess any fimil 1o this unending
poverty and suffering of human beings affected by partition.

{to be continucd)

7

o

sorrow of this world. Those who have the good sense of
wanting to go beyond happiness and pain must take their
sole refuge in Him.

“\

Man is born in order to experience the happiness and

—Sﬁree Shree Ma.

y




MOTHER AND HER PLAYFUL ROLE
—Rhaiji

1 have given above some inslances of Motbet’s extraordinarily meagre dict. A
few examples may also be cited showing how at times She ook abmormally large
quantities ol foed.

After She had for about eight o nine months caten daily one chatfuck (two ounces)
oo rice mixed with dat, boiled id a small bow! over sacnlfical fire, 1 was scttled one
daty thal She should have a nonpal quantity of food. But cverybody pressed [ler to
car more and She asked them to bring all the food prepared, sufficient for etght or
nine persong. She ate it all up. On anoltier occasion She smilingly took sixty to
seventy puris and a corresponding quantity of dof and vegetables, followed by a
large bowl or rice boiled in thick milk. There was an instance when She ate up rice
pudding prepared from half a maund of milk (about 20 Kg) and when the whole of it
wis cxhausted She exclaimed, ©1 want to eat more, please give me mare kheerl”
According o tolk-prejudice, a few drops of the sweet dish were sprinkled on the sarf
cavering Her head, lest the influence of the evil eye of the pcople witnessing the
evenl cause any illness to Mother. It was found later that the spots where the drops
=1l lookad as i scorched by fire.

A fiew 1minutes after She wok food in abnormally large quantitics, there was an
cxtracrdinary cxpression on Her face. She used to say on such occasions ;- “Al the
time of eating | did not know that T was swallowiny so much focd. It was from you
that 1 first came to leamn about it. At that time, whatever things you would ofler. goad
or bad, even grass and feaves, would have been all eaten up.” Bur there was no
physical diserder to be noticed after such eating. Furthermore She woold often
perform many strange feats that came imto Her head, bot however abnonnal, they did
notresult in any adverse consequences,

lust as offerings to God sanctified by mantras, flowers, sandal pd.‘:.tt efc, and
dedicated with earnesiness fill the mind with « screne pleasuie, so also presents to
Mather, if offered with whale hearted devaotion, bring immense satisfaction and yoy
tothe davotee. We have seen that such commen place and witling (hings as fried tice
or iried paddy and quite ordinary fruits were accepted by Her like a teasure.
Ordinary vegetable enrry withomt sali, kheer withourt sugar were eaten up by Her
wilh great avidity, and out of the {ullness ol Her heart, She would even invite others
present to partake of the pleasure of cating. On the other hand, in 11any cases, when
vary rare and valuable foodsioff procured with much dlffi(.:ult}" wis brought to Her
lips, Her mouth closed up at the first couch.
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Late 8ri Tarak Bandhu Chakravarty, retired Dy, Inspector of Schools, who lived
in Ganderia, Dhaka, came walking about five miles with some pure sardesh' pro-
pared at his house from his own cow’s milk. It was not yet dawn when he arrived.
Mother was still in bed. Like an impatient child the old man called ow, “Ma, Ma. [
nave brought you some swects (sandesh), prepared with special care: won’( you cat
them?” _

Maother sat up on Her bed and without having washed Her [acy, mouch or hands,
She at once began to cal the sweets from the hands of the old man. She clapped Hee
hands with joy: tears of gratitude for Mother's childlike love and affection rolled
down Tarak Babu's cheeks.

Another day Babvdi® was coming to Mother with some sweets prepared by her-
selF. When she was nearly baif a mile away, Mother suddcuily langhed loudly and
said, - “Sweets are arriving for me.” She sat up like a child cager w gal them. There
were docasions, when on someone’s arrival She would exclaun,—"Bnng ot what
you have brought for me™; She expressed Her delight at the presents with many
merry, playful jokes. On the other hand incidents arc not rare when peopie had
wait for a long time with their offerings, but Mother would not even care to look at
thern.

At one time | was bed-ridden with a serious discase, Quite unexpectedly adesire
fashed across my mind to send some kheer to Motber. When it was got rcady |
tasted a tew drops of it to test if it had been prepared properly. My eldest sister® was
present and said, —"We cannot send this kheer to Mother, things tasted belorchand
by men cannot be offered 1o a God.” I replied, “Please send it” 1 came (o learn
afterwards that Mother ate all of it Herself. :

On another occasion I said 1o my wife, “Please proparc some sati feod for Mother.”
It wus done reluctantly and sent to Mother. We came to leam afterwards that She did
not touch a particle of it. o

T has been frequentiy found that some people who with great devotion and love
{or Maother waited at a distantce and silently offered all their best sentiments ko Hor
felt Mother's blessings in the inmost depth of their souls. Whercas, there were others
- who brought heaps of offerings, prayed and shed tears to obtain Her grace, but
neither received Het instructions nor blessings. Everybody gets arcsponse fromHer
according to the sincerity and intensity of his devetion; Her blessings do not depend
upen the nature of any material Lhing offered te Her. '

( An excerpt from Mother as Revealed to Me)
#*

Sandesh  a special type of Bengali sweet.

S, Sailabala Basy, wife ol LK. Blisu of Dhala.
Mitk boiled lo consistency.

Late Rasamoyl Devl,

o e



FROM THE DIARY OF CHITRA BANDHU

Jhoolan Janmashtami festival and Gopalji's Tula Yajna in Kashi

16.8.1956, Friday Jhoolan Festival ;
Wiu's Leela on Jhoolan — Jhoolan Utsay was going on in the Kanyapeeth hallon -
the night of Satrday. The theme was Chaitanya Leela. Suddenly Ma called Bum <
and [p 4 soft tone talked to her for sometime then walked wwards the stage and catled
Shaktida’s mother and made her sit on a chair on the stage behind the curtains,
covered her with a white eloth all over and told those on the stage through gestures
not to talk. Then She told Bithudi to announce to the audicnce-pointing towards the
covercd Ggurc—"This is cur Ma sitting here; fold your hands and bow to her.” The
cirtain of course was pulled back. Ma was standing near the window and was
visible-She later laughingly commented when poinled out that She did not have the
khevala to move away. Again the curtain was drawn; then Ma exchanged the
position on the chair; subsequently the curtain was removed. Just as the WIS
audience” pronounced, “This is nut Ma™, “Ma removed the cloth from Her face and
laughed heartily and said, “Then whe is stiting?” She had warned those in the back
stage net to reveal Her identicy. All burst out langhing. That was a memorabic
moment. Without actually cxperencing it, it is difficult 1o understand. '

17.8.1956 Saturday :
Leeln in the Perspective of Spiritual Practice staged according to Ma’s Kheyeiu

One day whilc walking on the terrace overlooking Ganga. Ma said, "l will be
imeresiing from the worldly point to view o find out who acts in which manner.”
S0 Sri Ma organised a programme to Imitate the mannerisms and habits of some .
inmates like Shobhadi while washing clothes, Maharatanji baking rotis o the fire
and so on. Ma said, “This was from the woridiy point of view; similarly from the
spiritual point of view also people’s mannerisms can be interpreted, for example Buba
sits like Buddha. Baby meditates, Chitra bandhu would be doing Puja, Sati wonle be
a Yogini, Pushpa wonld be crying out Jeud)y in scparation from the Lord-Ha Krishna,
Ha Krishna.” Taking Ma’s hint from this Bithika Mukerji organised a skit. The scene
was like this : pédestrians on the road ask each other, "Who are these people 7 The
reply is ““This is Ananda Ashram. Look, this is Krishna Priyd Chita Lekhia (the
author).” Such talk was going on. Suddently Shree Ma got up, went on the stage and
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put sandal paste on each participant’s forchead and garlanded them. The atmosphere
was highly charged; the actors fcit the Lord had Himsell come and given His Touch,
His Blessings, Some went into deep meditation. Then Ma showcered flower petals on
all present, came and sat down and started singing “Ha Krishna, He Knshna, Pran
Krishna” continuously for one or two hours. At that moment the hall was
iransformed into Ananda Ashram. During the midnight of this Shravan month
everyone's soul was immersed in an indescribable ocean of Ananda.

18.8.1956 Sunday : i

The next evening again a skit was cnacted. Seven girls were placed on the stage
each wearing coloured clothes. Ma stood in the wing. The cover from gach one’s
face was lifted and the face shown but none turned out 10 be Ma, so all were disap
pointed. Then Ma with her hair untied and flowing appeared on the stape laughing
heartily and everyonc was uplifted into an ¢lated stawe of Ananda.

'The day atter Jhoolan Ma sat on the Jhoula and distributed the fruits used for
decoration representing scenes of Vnndavanam. o

21.9.1956 Wednesday, Janmashitami in Kashi

At 7 a.m. Gopalii was to be brought in a palanquin (o Mauwi Mandap. Ma went to
Gopalji wearing a silk saree with half inch red border. After placing Gopalji in the
arms of Mamajt (Ma’s brother Makhan uncle) She came down the stairs fram the
veranda adjuscent to Her room on the first floor. Other statues of Kiishna belonging
(o Chhabi di, myself and others were also placed in the palanquin, side by side with
Gopalji, according to Ma’s wish. With the blowing of conch shell and Hari nama
sankirfan the flower bedecked palanquin was sent. It arrived in Matri Mandap i.e.an
underground hall below Mamaji's house. He was respectfully placed on & chowki in
front of the marbte platform. Ma had spent two previous nights in decorating and
preparing the vedi (platform) for Tuladan of Gepalji, with Narayan Swaml. So Ma
told everyone that whoever wished could touch and fondle baby Gopal now, Ma
checrfully watched, Then He with all other Thakurs i.e. Krishna statues was placed
on the marble platform. Ma herself took active participation in this. Dr. Pamnalal
queried Ma as to why She, who always sat quietly whon paygas ook place, now
became so busy. Ma said. “Is Gopal only the ishia of you all? Is He not this body’s
ishta? 1 give affection to you all then why should I not give Him?”

. The bathing ceremony began with panchamrit i.€. milk, curd, purified butter,
honey and sugar. Then Ma tuok special interest in wiping Gopalj’s body especiatly
nostrils and his sars with Her own saree very gently and affectionately like a rnother;
later he was dressed up with silk clothings and ormaments and then placed upon astr,
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Jusrrhen Pandit Gopinath Kaviraj ji happened to come. Ma quickly asked him to
changc inte fresh clothes provided by Her and asked him to hold Gopalji while Tulo
tdeart was on as He might become unsizady, also since he was the dght person or-
duined for this work as his name is Gopi.
~ Then Tula Yajna hegan. Gopalji was weighed against several objects, first of all
wilh three basketfuls of Tulsi (Basil) lcaves. Later Ma said, “Gopal is a jagrat { live)
deity. Can He be measured just by weighing? therefore all articles were brought in
larger quantities, even then He could not be weighed exactly. At the time of weigh-
ing Gapalpi against vastra (cloth), it was short of the exact weight even with repeated
supply of more quantites of cloth. Ma humorously conunestited tut Gopalji ooce did
the Leela of Vastra Haran and the same nature of His was now manifested!

Then Ma asked Bunidi to tetch more vastre. When She saw that even then the
weipht remaincd uneven, them She asked for some ghee (o be added © the weight,
'The ghee being too hot, Ma asked for the ghee which had been specially offered to
Ma by a deviree from Dasjeeling. Gopalf could ar last he weighed evenly with the
wdditional supply of that ghee. The wal of Tiiadéina continued with other items like
silver and 50 on

('T'e be continued).

~ — =

At all times to be vowed to the search after Truth and

consequently to be completely truthful in every respect in

man's duty. God's grace streams forth at all times.

-—-Shree Shree Ma

e J




0 MAGICIAN’S DAUGHTER
An old brahim in Tarapeeth sang many bhajans and also composed some. He

lived elsewhere but came to Tarapeeth and stayed there sometimes for Ma's darshan.

One day he came to Ma and said, “Ma | have composed a song for you,” and started
singing :— '

O Magician’s daughter:

Everything about you is mysterious.,

Whal ts lue and what 1s false,

Hxplain the magic in the uproarious chaos.

You have made the Moon, the Sun, the planeis
and the stars.

And this earth, circular.

Iii your inlinite circle you have put magic

And rendered this old man crazy.

Ma, in the light of your brilliant smile

1s manifest the pleasure howse of desires.
Again, in the same light arisc

The weeping wails of the cremation grounds.

(o the path where you make wedding Lruinpers
atul drums resound,

On the same path, Ma, do we hear the strains
of ‘Haribol' of the 1ast journey.

(} dear Magician's daughter !

pleadingly says Radha,

“) Ma. | am overwhelmed by the fear of your magic,
The desire to wateh your magic is gone, Ma,

Now give, me, Ma, vour peacefn] lap!”

This bhajan made me feel délighted and therefore Thave written it out.

(Taken from Gurupriya didi’s Diary
Shree Shree Ma Anandamayee, Vol V)



M:-\‘S TECHNIQUE OF BESTOWING DIVINE LOVE AND
~ GRACE ON ONE AND ALL

(Taken from Svakrive Svarasamrite, Yol-2)

All loved Ma right from Her very childhood. When Ma visited Her maternal
uncle’s house, eight orten girls of the same age-group from the neighbourhood would
play taking Ma in their company. They were aware of the fact that if anyone enguired
of Ma sbout any matter, Ma would openly disclose everything, [or this reason, if
there was anything secret between them concerning the game, they would ot di-
vuige il to Ma and remain caretul while talking too about anything to Her. Onmany
an cccasion they wonld make Ma ‘Raja”, ‘Budi’*, in the play and seat Her on one
sidc. Sometimes they formed & group and collectively tried to defeat Ma (in some
other game). But in the course of events they themselves were beaten and found that
thcy had made fools of themselves. On the other hand, leaving them atways to their
deliberanions, Ma remained aloof in Herself without being in the least intetested in
winning or losing.

At Kheora, once a boy died in a certain hnuse That house was in the Eastern
region and located at the farthest end of the village. The residents of the house were
aclass of people called Acharya Brahmins, who used to make in clay the images elc.
of gods worshipped in the village. With a kkeyala known only to Ma, She went alone
at that moment during the moming hours and appeared at a housc adjoining theirs,
‘There was loud and bitter weeping im that house, and standing ig thus (the neighbour's)
house. Ma was observing intently the condition of that boy after death, Next dh}' Ma
wend o that house {of the deceased). Of ber own accord, the bereaved mother kept
on speaking out from her heart about this bereavemnent to Ma, although Ma was of
such a small age. Standing there, in what mood was Ma hearing, while looking al
their Faces, She only knew. Burit was-noticed that the intensity of their gricf became

* AnIndian game played by children, First of all they select one from among themselves to act
as “Rogje' (King) or “Budi' (0ld woinan), and give that person a seat ar a fixed pla¢e, The
children, then, divide themseives into two rival groups. Owee of 1hese s glven the role of
defenca and tha othar, that of sffance. Tha jreb of the laner is o manoge o infilleraie throush
the defence and touch the RuaioBedi IF any one of this group suceeeds in reaching the Rouja/
Fudi without being touched by any memmber of the other group, Lhen the former 1 deelared
winnér. I hewever, in the sitempt 1o iofillerate, even one child is wooched by any member of
the defensive group, then the former loses the game.
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as it somewhal alleviated. They repeatedly enrreated Ma to come again. Due to this
incident only, intimacy of Ma with this family grew a linde.

Trees toc in Ma’s Endearing Circfe—While moving in a body with Her com-
panions, specially at Suitanpur, Ma sometimes conversed with ees in the manner of
latking to a human being—moving the mouth and shaking the head with a smilin g
[ace. Noticing this strange action of Ma. they were struck with amiazement and some-
times possibly became frightened too. The reason for fright was that they noticed that
when Ma conversed with trees, the trees too, then, appeared to shake a little. And the
companions could not understand anything. It is heard that Mahapurushas {great
saints) possibly live in the form of trees, but none knows what it was in the present
case. Again, occasionally, to make fun, they would entreat Ma : “Would yon please
show your quect manners once e just now ™ Exactly as (they feared Ma. so also
they had a special liking oo for Ma and loved Her as well. Without Ma's company in
any activity, they felt cheerless and could hardly do without Her.

The father-in-law ol thar grandmother ih whose hand Ma had bllp]}ﬂﬂ on the
bangles of shell was the uncle of Ma's Thakurng {grandmother). Their house and
that of Shriyuki Bipin Rihari Bhattacharya (Ma's father}—only these rwo houses —
were it one place in the Western sector. Just near theit houses, there was an old
tnango tree, On one side of the tree, its branches were dry without any leaves etc.
Some other sides were green to some extent and bare some mangoas too in the mango
scasom. They had a big mango garden there which gave them plenty of mangocs to
their entire satisfaction. If any mangoes dropped and remained there till even putre-
fied at the foot of this lone old wee, nobody cared to ke any particular notice of it,
But occasionally that tree would perhaps attract Ma to its foot, and if during the
matrgo season, Ma found mangoes lying atits foot. She would bring and give themn o
Mokshada Sundan Devi. If old Thakurma found mangoes there, She too picked
them up and preserved them in the house, When they were tipe, then, at the right
time, She ted Ma too with them. We have heard from Ma’s mouth that the mangoes
of that tree had such a nice [ragrance and were so sweet to taste that such variety was
hardly ever seen at all. But the owners of the house had not even the least apprecia-
tion of ths.

In the context of the subject mentioned above, Ma incidentally said, “Look, surely
they are tn numerous forms and keep in mind that they fulfil their final birth in the
form of trees t00.” (Now) who was that great one, who, escaping the sight of all, had
remained all alone on one side in the form of this dry tree’? Did he fuifil his final birth
with his successtul seva of Ma by offcring Her fragrant and sweet (ruity”

{an exerpt)



CONTEMPORARY SAINTS
SWAMI RAMDAS

{Continuved from the previous issug)
—Vijayananda

But even more gencrous and appetising than the food for the body was the nour-
ishment provided for the spirit. Every evening in the great hall of the ashram the
members and the visitors met for kirtans—religious sengs, The public sat on matting
on the ground and Ramdas on g aised plaform. “Papa’s” face as he Jooked around
him on such occasions seemed to radiate an almosphere of calm and reassurig love
bringing peace and comfort. The songs, the instrumental musie, the attitude of those
preseet, all reflected the sanse mnbience. The ambience in which a sage moves 15
always morc expressive of the path he peints out than is his verbal teaching. That
wlich bathed Ramdas as in an avura of light was cerlainiy the ambience of khakti (the
path of love) and as such drew upon religions feeling. But the range of fecling was
very different from that which one encounters, for example, in Bengal. The Bengali
kirtan often strikes notcs of aculc crmotion and occasionally induces nervous tensions
that find expression in owtbursts of tears and even, in tess balanced subjects, in un-
controlied behaviour such as dancing, excited shouts. and weeping.

I never witnessed anything of such a nature in the presence of Ramdas, Here the
bhivas (religious emotions) werg beneficient, soothing to the nund and inducing it {0
lose itself in this haven of peace and joy.

Like mosl great sages Ramdas pave no formal instruction such as a schoolmaster
or umiversity professor might otfer. What a Hindu oy any other spiritual seeker gocs
to a sage for, 1s, above all, the siqs-sanga. The literal meaning ol 1his term is “the
company of Truth”. To the average Hindu this is 2 familiar concept and he knows
perfectly well the namre of the blessing 1o be derived [rom sutsang. But for most
western people, accustomed 1o a teaching that 15 transmitied throngh speech or through
books, the torm calls for cxplanation. Simply to live in the company of a great teacher,
even withowt receiving oral instruction, can result in considrable spiritual progress.
Despite the fact that there is no active intervention on the part of the sage, seie Kind
of nsmosis of spirttual power seems spontaneously to take place. Even ordinary people
when they have been living together for some time, or have had no more than a fairly
extended conversation find that there has been some exchange of ideas, of mental
oullaok, of qualitics and Taslings in a degree that varies from individual (o individual.
This is no theory but a fact based on observation. Married couples too who have
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lived together harmoniously over along period come to share sirnilar tastes and ideas
and sometimes this can be reflected m a simalanly of appearance as though some
kind of osrmosis bad come aboul.

A sage who has attained perfection sces in ali beings the perfection that 15 their
essence and the look of love which he casts upon those who approach him makes
them divine, We are constantly being influenced by mental sugpestions, good or bad,
from our surrcundings. Ln the presence of those who think peotly of us we contracl
and shrivel up, even if they may speak to us quite civilly. By contrast, in the company
of those who respect and love us, we expand and feel at case, Now the suggestions of
divinisation from a sage emanate from a powerful and concentrated mind and must
- necessarily make themselves felt. In addition to playing this passively beneficicnt
role, the “Great Beings™ sometimes intervene deliberately and actively. This is what
one cialls the shakri-dana, the conferring of spirimal power and it may come aboulin
very different degrees, Most frequently it is no more than a momentary recharging of
physical and mental energy which results in an intensification of ali one’s faculties.
Conscquently the ardour of religions feeling, the yearniny for the divine, gond reso-
lutions and nther stmilar feelings are all strengthened considerably tor it is in areli-
gious stute of mind that one goes Lo see o sape. This feeling of increased intensity of
experience does not generally last very long but if the sa@dhaka knows how 1o exploit
iL, it may serve him as a springhoard wo censiderable spirital advance.

In other and mere rare cases the shaksi-dana tukes the form of a veritable initia-
tiin by putting the machine into gear, as it were, and awakcening the Lnner power, In
such cases the result is a “second birth”, for the behaviour ef the individual noder-
goes a total change and a new life beging for him. :

Finally the sage may confront a persen with a whote chain of circumsiances thiat
will #nable him finally to cure 4 vice or some serious prublem. I knew a confirmed
smokar who after visiting a sage was cured overnight.

The majority of the great sages, however, except those who observe ahsolute
silence, do also provide oral instrucnion and their words are precicus becanse thoy
are the expression—conveyed to us on an intellectual level—of a direct cxpenicnce
of Truth. .

During the three weeks I passed in the company of Ramdas I was specially
favoured in this particularly. Almost every afternoon Lhad half-an-hour, an hour and
sometimes even more, of private conversarion with the great Masier. I had the oppor-
tunity of asking any question that came to my mind : we talked about my personal
difficulties and general problems and Ramdas reconnted some of his own experi-
ences in his characteristic spicy, hnmorous style. What a pity that I neglected to make
daily notes of these conversations, for mosl of the precious verbal tcaching of the
sage has slipped out of my mind.

(o be conud.)



THE UNIVERSAIL MOTHER - MA ANANDA:MAYEE
—5huddha Satta Chakravarty

Shree Shrec Ma says, “Ttis only by removing the ‘T’ that *You® is immediately
attained. Yerdy, the aim of sadhan-bhajan. spirimal discipline 18 10 smash up the
ggn.” _

Very oflen Mataji, with Her magnanimous cutlook, has said that it is urue that a
nan through his limited action cannat reach up to God but that it is also true that no
effort, however insignificant, goes in vann, 1f it is sincere. Every genuine effort, how-
cver impercepiible in its littleness, has a value of ils bwo a8 & Ineans 1o the End; and
when dghtly pat forth, this End is bound to be realized in its own time. But the
Supteme End is above all means. We have to move along the path forward and
utilize the resources accessible to us. For who knows at what Great Momem The
Supreme Reality will reveal Itself in all its resplendent glory? When once the vision
duwns upon the soul the defilement and impurities chnging 1o it fron the inunenorial
pitst and accumulated through the ages will vanish in a single instant like mis1s at
dawn belore the rays of the rising sun! The finite assames the e of the Tnfinite
when the Infinite smiles upon it and being freed from all limitations and disabilities of
mundane lile, ithegins to live, move and have its being within the Infinite.

One has naturally to start with a definite plan of self-discipline suited to vie’s
taste apd capacitics and arranged in a certain order of tlemporal and logical scquence,
but when once His Grace shows itself, the stiff formalities of rigid conventions sink
into insi gnilicance, ’

Such words of Ma are verily a lustreus string of precious pearls fit to be always
worn round the neck by every devoted child of Hers,

Equally worth ﬁ:membt:n'ng At every moment are the [ollowing pieces of Ma's
advice : )

1. Without the repetition of the Name and the remembrance of God, there is no
hope of peace on earth!

2. In Rama. who is the dispeller of all somows, there is ardma-Test and case;
where Rama is not, there is “vvardma "-discomfort and disease.

3. When the mind centres on what gives peace and one's gaze dwells on what

-
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promotes it, when one’s cars listen to what fills the heart with peace and at all times
there is response from Him Who is Peace Itself, then only can there be promise of
peace.

4. Your body, which is part of und depending on this tllosory world. is on the
other hand the expression of a hidden inner process. You are yourselt ihe many,
appeating in various aspects, forms and modes. Each one of them exists in fact o
fulfil u particular need. Y oors is the give and take of the universe, yours the need, and
yet vou yoursell are the fulfilment : that hidden inncr process is generated by you,

CJALMA
#*

Pilgrims on the road towards God very often encounter
obstacles and stumbling-blocks which are duc te their awn
former actions. In such cases onc should pray, “Lord. gird me
with patience and the power of endurance thal 1 may be able to

continue undaunted my pilgrimage on the path that leads to

Thee.” Kecp vour spints high by rf:ﬂ-:c:tin-g that thosc hindrances

and difficulties. are breaking up your bad karma. Bear in mind
that God is thus cleansing and purifying you in order to take

vou unto Himself.
—Shree Shree Ma




“CARE FOR YOUR PUJA THAKURS®

iAn Episede on Elaya Raja’s Puju Padmanabha Thakur
as told by Him tv Ajay Sopory}

I was about late 1975 at Mumbai that Shri. B.K. Shah President of the
Anandamayee Sangh asked me to go to Trivandrum 1o assist Elaya Raja Marthan da
varma, youneer brgther of the riling Raja of Toivandruig, the erstwhilc Travancore
state. The Hlaya Raja is a devotee of our revered Shree Shree Ma.

Altending to the probtems of his and Rani Sabiba’s Hotel Tara 1 stayed in
Trivandrum a few days. T was loaned a silk dhotf and angwastram and given a car
and driver 10 go 1o have darshan of their ancestral temple ol abour 12 feet long black
stonc statue of reclining Lord Padmanabha (Vishouji). Tater Elaya Ruaja recounted
Lo me 2 stary of his small silver replica of the Padmanabha jdo! which he used 1o take
everywhere with him as his Pufa. '

On one secasion at Mumbai he was staving in one of the upper flaor Tooms in
Shii. B.K. Shah's Vile Parle Bungalow *Sunayana’ whore Mataji was also staying in
Her cotlage in the garden. Maraji would come and sit in the Bungalow Verandah for
Saisang in \he cvening. So Elaya Raju finished his Sandhya in a huery and wentl
down tr join the Soafyang.

In a while Mataji shivered and said She was cold. So "Ba’, as Mrs, Shah was
alfectivnately calted, went and fetched a shawl and draped it on Ma, Yet Ma stated
She was still cold. So a blanket was brought and put around Mataji. But w no aval.
Wataji dectared She was still cold. Jo great perplexity Ma was taken Wy Her collage so
that She could be covered with a razai (quilty also. The Satsang dispersed. Flaya
Rajis went up to his room and to his shock found in his haste he had torgotien o close
his Prja, | caving Lotrd Padmanabha uncovered. At the earliest he went ancl made his
apology to Mataji. She directed him w give the Padmanabha Thakur to Swami
Bhaskaranandaji’s care. This was in Swamiji’s care for some time ull his fravels
made him select Dehra Dun Ashram as carc-taker of the Padmanabha Thakur,

o



AN EXTRACT FROM MANISHI KI LOK YATRA
(THE SAVANT’S JOURNEY IN THE WORLD)

—M, M. Pt. Gopinath Kaviraj, Fadmavibhushan

(Translated from Hindi)

Ram Thakur” — :
| rad the good forwne to meet this Mahapurush {great being) imtially on {th

February 1923 in Kashi {Varanasi). Before this I had heard of him from  friend of
mine named Mahimbabu. Then from Bhavadevbabn an old gentleman I had heard
several staries about his highly spiritsal sadhare ind extraordinary siddhis {powers).
This was during the conversations which took place every evening (a sandhya imc)
at Dashashwainedh ghat, After hearing about him initially in this way Tcame to meet
Dr. Prabhat Chandra Chakravarty of the Caleutta Liniversity. [ became very closc o
him after sometime; he vsed to reat me like an elderbrother. Dr. Cliakeaborty was a
disciple of Shri Ram Thakur. I came to know about a lot of incidents which took
place {about Shri Ram Thakur). These were considered cxtraordinary by peopie.

I have to say something about this. During 1911-1912, when I was studying
M.A. tn Queen’s College,” T stayed in Bengali Tola. At that time T used 0 goto a
library called “Banga Sahitya Samaj”. Actually this was an old Branch of “Tiangiya
Sahitya Parishad”, but in reality, it was even older than that. [ managed to get Navin
Sen’s autobiography “Amdr Jeevan". He was the author of the bock * Palasi Yuddha™
as well. This book Amdar Jeevan was very beautiful. In the fourth part, while wriling
ahout his life Shri Sen had given a description of Ram Thakuar. A separate chapter
called “Practiwak nd Pravariak” was devoted to a description of him. Ram Thakur
was, al that time, working at a particular place as a *Pachak Rrahmin™ In Bengali 1 is
only a Pachak Brahmin {a Brahmin cook), who is called *Thakur’. This title has been
added to his real name-Ramchandra Chakravarty. S Sen has described several
transcendental phenomena pertaining to him. One of them was - once just on his
remembering him, he appeared physically before him suddenly: at another tume, his
bedy levitated in the air while seated in an asqen. Regarding an incident in his own life
and on relating it in the book, Navinbabu had written that when he was a deputy
magistrate he was seated one day on sofa facing the verandah, after washing his face
and hands; he saw that Shri Ram Thakar was standing before him with his head
lowered. It was as if he had descended stzaight from the sky. He had not come from
anywhere, otherewise he would have heen nnueed There was no other way (0 enter

"% Shri Ram Thakur met Pujya Shri Shei Ma and always faeld He:r in high respect as the Divine
manifested on carth

#E i Yaranas,
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the room, nor was he sten w be entcring 1. Navinbabu did not ask him anything
ahout this at this time. Later someone asked him a question in Navinbabu’s presence,
*s il possible [oT someane to travel by the Shunve Mérg” 7 Thakur Mahashaya said,
"Yes man can travel rogether with all sorts of things by the same path (marg) by
which ligshtening travels. Not only that, itis also possible Lo be at several diffcrent
places at the sane me.” Navinbabu had mentioned several other astonishing things
in this vein. After the frst dershan il 1940, when T was closely connceted with Shn
Ram Thakur I had secn several incidents of this sott. '

fusually had his durshan in Kashi. After visiung several places he used 10 come
w Kashi, At times he used o stay al Narad Ghat, sometimes in Mansdrovii,
Chimtamani Ganesh or sonictimes in the Harasundari Dharamshala - He used o put
up at several other places according to his convenience. dnce on my entreaty he had
staved with me. At this tirme s was eating very hiftle. He barcly used to eat fruits etc.

Shri Ram Thakur's natare was very humble and respectful. He wore a rulsimala
around his neck and shawl of Harinama, His fuce always conveyed compassion and
conlentment: it would fill the hearts of people with a spiritual effulgence. He was not
vory edncated: there was not much ability to tecognize alphabers, sommehow or the
other he could read very simple Bengali books and write letters. He was so bumble
that even hefore a visitor could raise his hands he would do presam (o him, he would
nod give the vistitor time to greet hin. lospite of being so very humble and not
purticularly educated his knowledge was limitless and his special gains inl the path of
sadhana were upique. T used 1o mect him whenever he was in Kastu, Sometimes he
uscd w suddenly disappear from the house, On inguiring from his shishvas (disiples)
they said that he had gone out on his Gure’s orders.

Thakut Mahashay™s Guindey was a divine being, not i carthly form. Nobody
was ahle 1o say anything about his state of being. According 1o the intimate shishyas
his name was Anangadeva. Together with his band of devotees, he used to move
ahout in the “Akash Mandal” (firmament). Sometimes doe to some special reason,
he uscd to come o meat Ram Thakur, with his devotees. As far as [ have heard, this
special reason was 10 give diksha (initiation) to some devotee. According to their
tradition of Gurus, the word diksha has a somewhat ditferent meaning. Usually 10
progress in the path of sadhana, they ure told to do only. "Nama®. Diksha 15 givento
very few. Amongst thousands of devotees not morce than 3-4 people get diksha. Thad
heard that with them, there was 2 change in the body, al the instant of receiving
diksha. ot only that, the shishya was able to join the company of his Gure’s liber-
ated shishvas, with this new body.” Anangadev himsell did not give dikcyha. At hy
command Thakur Mahashaya had to disappear from amongst his company of shishyas,
but his leaving and returning wis not scen by anybody.

(10 b continued)
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FROM SWAMINI PURNANANDAJL'S BOOK
ATIRUDRA MAHAYAINA, KANKHAL 1981,
CHAPTER VI--MA’S GUIDANCE

Just hefore the ¥ ajma when Ma was in Varanasi, the following words came forlh
trean Her spontancously—"Makhakarini shikho riti. Pathakarini shikho rit” She asked
{he Kanyapeeth students to explain what the words might mean bor conld not aeta
satisfactory repty. Then She herself gave the correct meaning, The words meant,
~T earn the wiy (0 perform a Yajna. Leamn the way to wulk the- Parh.”

Ouce during a question and answer session with Ma. soneone asked, "What ix

the Fruit of the Yajna that is takiog place hore? And whe will pot the frue?”

Ma replicd. “When vou talk of the Sarkafpa tuken tnthis Y iyna-luman beings,
animals, birds, ees, creepers, plunts, whooyer are of this universe, (heir ishtadeva,
i . (he ome who does not Ao ‘dnishta” for anyone - it is for (obtaining) the Love of
that fiskte devay”. {I'he word “ishta’ means that which one desires, and ‘grishie’
means that which i3 not desirabled, In suclia sitnation, whe will getthe fruit you only
saty., IUIs not as if 1t (the Yajna) is taking place for uny small reason”

Lxplutmng further. Ma said, “What do the clouds that gather in the sky aive?
Rain. Whe gets 67 Fveryvoue, The desire 10 make Bhagavan happy-just as if there 1%
a kowl-Lo po toopon 118 also bondage-itis just like: thiat- —the desire that leads 1o the
cxtinction of desires, Why do you meditatc” Why do you ley (o-abide in the searupa!
Why dois this desire arise? For the reahisation ol Bhagavan.

~The desire that gets one deeper 10t bondage that s net worth actieving, I you
waril (o remoye that wifd, then what must you adopi™? “That™,

In any Yajna. its orgamscrs have w be watchful against the spread vl Lw This iy
cqpu.m]lv true il the yajna is being conducted ina emporary vajne shala, where the
roof is made of inflammahle mawerial: this being the case here too Ma axked for fire
extinpuishers. in the form of buckets of mlk mixed w ith water. Lo be prepared cvery-
day. 1o addition a number of picakearis (walcT-»quirts) wire also kepiready.

Oneday while the yajna preparations were i progress. Matold Brni. Punanandsa
that She saw fire. [l was an indiction that there iight he trouble. She tole Bri
Pumananda to ask the girls o see what they could do to prevent it. As a resuls
secarity arcangements were made in the Ashram and near Lhe Yajrreshald. The fire
brigade was also asked to be on alett. Soon alter dis, when someone was doing an
arati of ¥a in Her roun, a lighed wick fell on the carper and burnt a partolic, Those
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present at the time (et that the danger from the ire had been averted duc 1o Ma's
T, :

A tule before the yvajna starled, Ma calted the women wembers of the Ashran
and instructed them to work to the best of their ability, [or the Yajna, She siad that
cven one person’s mistake would he considered everyome’s nustake. Thus 10 was not
oily bralupacharinis, but alse all members of the Ashram, and other devotees who
single mindedly followed Ma's instructions in the days betore and dunng the Yajna.
1f Ma said that something had w be done, then no rnattet how difficult 11 was, it was
done. :

For thuse whu were not dircetly involved in the work ol the Yajna, Ma sard it
was their duly o have derehan of the Yajna, They were to lry 1o smbibe ihe sense ol
vvervihing they saw and heard dunng those days, Moeover, evervone had w
undenake at least vne parikroma {circumambulation ) of the yajnashala. She told
everyone 1o tike as many photographs and sound and video recordings of the Yayua
as possihle. She also said that the dhasma (ashes collected from the Lundas afler -
hevass and sivmdala (Tlowers removed (rom the idols and vedis clo. ale prefud were
invaluable, 11 wili not be possible w get something like it Tater,” She swrd. Many
people ok the bkassa as prasid. Many have reported to be cored of discases by
using 1.



THE DISTINCT CHARACTER OF SHREE MA’S ASHRAM
AT RAIPUR, DEHRA DUN

—Br. Gecta

Advent of Shree Shree Ma at Raipur :

Raipuris asmall village situated in Bttarakhand. Surrounded by verdant bills and
orchards bestdes a scasonal nver was an ancient Shiva tempie, On June 8, 1932
Shree Shiree Ma alony with Bholanath and Bhaiji set Her picus feet in Raipur for the
first time. A long ime ago Ma had a vision of this Kanmudeshwar Shiva lemple.

Ma’s commments about the Raipur Ashram _

Onee a devolee of Ma asked Her about this place which was located in nature’s
lap in a very green and solitary peaceful cnvironment.

Shree Ma came to Raipur directly From Dhaka Later She visitod Raipur (re-
gucntly. So is Raipur Ashram of speeial impartance?

In reply Masad. “While going to Sahasradhara 1 saw an old Shiva temple on the
wuy, Then while leaving Dhaka to come here suddently a picture ol $hiva temple
flashed into my mind { Kheval). Coming here T lound cxactly the same Shivatemple.
Sothere must be sonte speciality. It was a place of saiats 8o many rimes snch places
come into existence and then getlost. Such play is going on”

) From the conmunents of Ma i becomes cloar that this Ashram at Raipur also has a
special quality like the other ashrams of Ma.

. The tirst stay of Shree Shreee Ma at Raipur :

A very beautiful description of Shree Shree Ma's first stay at Raipur has been
siven by Shree Ma Herself, Shree Shree Ma along with Bholanathiji and Bhaiji were
residing in Lthat ruined Shiva temple. It was situated amids! peaceful surronndings of
a1 dense forest. Al that time there was an undeveloped path leading W the river.
Eholanathji wsed to remain seated in front of the Shiva temple for nearly the whole
day in meditation, Ma used o live in a nearby mud house. The local people thought
{hal Bhidanathyt was a saint who had repounced the world and had cngaged himself
in “Tapa’ and that his wifc against his wishes was staying near him with @ servant 1.¢.
Bhaiji. Bhaijt used to pul on a dress reaching his knees. He did not put on any foot
wear, All services like cooking lond, cleaning the vtensils were dong by Bhaiji.
[t was later when letters from Government began to come addressing him that the
villagers understood that he was a highly placed govermment officer..
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During these days Shree Shree Ma did not ase any bed or bedding. A rough cloth
was spread on the ground, hatf of it was used to cover Hersell, She never comberd
Her haty, Her haie had become matted. Onee Ma had fever. A barber was called 1o
cut the ianed hair iard ). The harber can the hair caretully and was sucecssiol in has
first attempt itschf. 'Fhe barber had the desire 10 sell Ma's jata to a Ramlila drama
group. But his desire remained unfulfilied, so he went away disappointed. In the
whole day Ma took a little hoiled vegetables or one cliapéri.

Dedicating the Roipur Ashram Land at Ma's Fect : :

In October 1940, in Shree Shree Ma's presence, the ancient Shiva temple and the
Tand sumrounding was oflered Lo Shree Ma and sequestered in Shree Shree Ma's
name by the pufaris of the temple. The temple and the surrounding land was dedi-
cared since ancient times to the gods.

‘The construction of the Ashram building :

The renovation of the winple and the construction of the Aslranm building was
dene in 1941, In April, the same year on the occasion of Shree Ma's arrival, a Nama ~
Yajna t.e. comttnuones singing of Ciod’s nmme, was retigiously performed in the nowly
built 1emple. The whole Raipur village participated in this cclebration and the
devotees acelaimed Ma’s name. The wholc environment reverberated with —

*Ja1 Shree Shree Anandamayee Ma ki Jay” “Tai Jungle Mein Mangal Karnewals
ki Jay” — meaning “Praise be 1o Her who made this dark forested inio an auspicious
place.”

All the directions resounded with this. In fact due to Ma’s unlimited kindness and
divine (Grace Raipur Ashraimn looked beautitul amidst densc forest on the hills.

Service Rendered by Bhaiji to Ma at Raiplir :

Omncc Ma was in Ralpur Ashram. Rising carly She went towards the new room
which was being built for Her. Ma had an old connection with these rooms. When
Shree Ma first came (0 Raipur then She stayved in one of these rooms. Now these
rooms had become dilapidated. Theretore they were belng renovarted. Looking at
these rooms Ma said, “Bhaiji only boiled the milk. This body used o sit and walch.
He used to use one whole match box at a tme. He bad no practice. He bad never
done this type of work. He used to scrub vessels burnt in fire wood. Sitting on a
hiflock he vsed to keep scrubbing but the blackened marks never went away
compietely. This body did not have the *Kheyal® to instruct him to anply muad and
then put the vessel on fire, then it would not be blackened. Finally one day this hody
said, "Scrub the utensils with stones, then the marks will be removed goickly.”
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Ma lurther said, At that time there was no arrangement for a bathroom for this
body. That tank which is there for you all, just bebind i bath was taken with a bucket
full of water.™

Saving Paramananda Swamiji lrom Snakcbitc :

Ma said ene day She saw a dead body in sukshong esubtle) form @ She said; "Tet
us go lrom Raipur’ but people did not want to leave, so Ma also did pot insist. AL
nivht Ma was lying down in the old reom, Bholanath and Paramananda Swamijt
were sleeping in another room. There was a snake in the rooll It was sometimes
hanging dewnwaurds and sometmes hiding. This happened several times. Suddenly
Paramnananda swamiji screamed, “Snuke is biung™ Actually he was dreaming. Swamiji
dreamt of snake bite. Thus the worst was averted in this way by Shree Ma's Grace,
Immesdiately alterwards the snake fell from the root and cveryone beal il 1o death.

Supernatural Vision ol Shree Ma in Raipur Ashram :

This incidens happened on 18th September 1963, Pandit Srinath Shasheri - the
renowned orator from Vrindavan was explaiming Bhagwat at Raipur Ashram. Shree
Shree Ma was scated on Her asap. Atthe time of arati a cobra was seen oulside the
window, raising its hood and looking with a fixed gaze. All went to kill it. Fooking in
that direction Ma said, “Who knows who has come in what form? Do notkill. " The
snake wanl away-after arati, Ma wld Snnachiji while looking at the lovely hilly region
“Shui Sukdev)i preached Bhagwat sitling in forest arca only.”™

While in Raipur Ma saw Loknath Brahmachan in 4 vision,

Ganeshji with Ma

Siddhidaly Ganeshji visited Ma al (his very ashram s Raipur. Onc night Shrec
Shree Ma was taking rest at night. Gurupriya didi, Paramananda Swami and Abhayda
were seated near Shree Shree Ma. All of a sudden Ma sow Ganeshji had come. 'or
somctime he stood near Ma with folded hands, later he sat on the theeshald of the
room. Ma teld cyveryone 10 do prardam (bow their heads) (o Ganeshji. Aftec sometime
Gianashji did proea o Ma and lefl '



PILGRIMAGE TO KAILAS

—Gurupriva Devi
(Continned)
Thursday, June 24}

Farly in the morning we Ictt Thala. The day was alrcady warm, though wehad o
wrap ourselves in blankets at night. The water is also getting cooler and for the Jast
two days we have had very cold water. We proceeded ten miles firther and reached
Didibat in the alternoon where we halted for rest. On the way we mel the Raja ol
Askote. He and his people had also beard of Ma’s enip w Kailas itom the Raja of
Dingjpur who was going to Katlas with Swami Jnanunanda and others. They
declared that they had been looking out for Ma all along the way. After paving
obcisance at Ma's feet the Raja gave us a letter addressed 10 Askote, so that Ma
would suffer no inconvenience after she reached there.

Aller cating our meal we sel out for Askote which is seven miles away. We had
heard that Askote had a good dfiarmashula and we had decided to stay there, This
mormning we had got thoroughly drenched in the rain. The Raja of Askote is said wo be
relatad to the Raja of Tehri. These lull tribe kings are very rigid in observing rules.
Though the Raja of Tehri had been abread, he had to maintain Hindu disciplines
strictly with regard to dict and other maters, when he was in his home land, The Raja
of Askolc 15 also very staunch 1n observing Hindu rules and regulations. Whenever
he goes abroad he takes a brahmin cook [rom his place. He also reads the seriptures
and performs the pujiz regutarily. | have also ohserved this about the Raja of Solan,
who eats only with purified apparel on, His expression also reveals an inner purity.

By evening we reached Askote and put up at the dharmashala. On reading the
Raja’s letter all the people around began filing in, enquiring about our reguirements.,
They had fixed a meal for us. In a short while the Raja’s sister, brother, sister-in-law
and other ladics arrived for Ma's darshan. We were all feeling braced by the moun-
aln dit, Swamiji’s daadi had been taken for repaits. Another dandi could not be
obtzined on the route and the coolies were very tred. It was beginning to seem diffi-
cult to rcach Carbiyan. These coolies cannot lift more than twenly five or thiny seers
cach and their wages are one rup2e per day per head.
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Friday, June 21 _

We decided 1o halt a1 Askole for our meal. 1 obscrved that many people have got
mews of Ma's joumcy and have been awaiting her arrival. Ljokingly remarked, “Ma,
when you have so many children here, why would you sit ot in Bengal! May be this
ts the reason vou have been pulled Wather ” The Raja’s courtier’s wile and many other
luddics artived with flowers and (ruits for Ma's darshan. At ten a.m. the Rani sent men
to escort M to the palace. There she offered a big vanely of dishes to Ma as bhoga.
| heard that the Raja’s brother, who lived at Almora, had written to say that Ma
shovuld be welcomed with revercnce.

On the reguest of the Raja and has brather, we had our meal at Askote, All the
food cume (rom the palace. After Jurch w set ol for Ralvakot which is ten miles
away. Un the way the courtier took Ma to his house and welcomed her with grea
affection. The members of the household earncstly requested Ma to yeturn via this
place. The Rani and other citizens of this kingdom expressed greal happiness at
having been blessed with Ma's darshan. The Rani declared, “Ma, our home has
heen purificd by your visit.” The Rani declaved, “Ma, our heme has been purified by
your visit.” The courtier’s son who lives at Almora had written home to say, “Mais
Icaving for Kailas, welcome her with due respect.” These peaple told us that this was
why they were all awaiting Ma's darshan.

Tt was raining and it was also very warm, especially since we had been walking
in thiz sun which seemed to he very strong. After the river Ram Ganga, we could see
the Ciauri Ganga which flowed very swiftly. We walked for five miles and then
goccuntered the river Kali Ganga, The mecting point of the rivers Gauri Ganga and
Kali Ganga is said to be the entrance gate 1o Kailas. Many have aceremonial dip here
and olfer charities. The pathwiays have been damaged by rarn and the coolies are also
tired. For want of water and Si‘lﬂppill g faciliies we have not been halting ar dak
tungalows. In Askotc we saw shops selling cloth and other items. The Rani had
given her own dandi for Ma’s use and Ma was naw being carried in it.

It was alter dusk when we é:m-'ﬁred the teri miles o reach Balvakot. However, we
took the wrong path and ¢ould not climb high enough (0 find a suitable halting place.
We decided to spend the night inside the dandi under the trecs. Parvati had brought
along a tent for Ma, which was put up and some of our luggage was alsu kept inside
it. The Raja had sent a letter vo the chief of this village and it was sent to him at the wop

_of the hill. He arrived and said, **Y on have taken the wrong route-we have a schoolin
our village above, where yon could have stayed.” It-was not possible te climb to the
village in the dark. The viliage chicf had some cow’s milk purchascd for us, Just as
we setiled down some what comfortably, a violent storm broke oul and the rain jashed
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ab the denedis making us all, including Ma, wet to some extent. The rin continued
unabated throngh the night. With Lhe break of dawn we continued our journey in the
rain. We left all our luggage: it could follow us later; only our five dandis moved
forward.

We were now Linding it difficult to proceed beacuse of the rain, We got some
milk n a village on the way (at two scers for a rupee} and drank it In between the
patl wias very bad and we could not cross the fast flowing river on foot. With great
dilTiculty we sat on the backs of the coolies and crossed the rver, while almost severn
coolies curried Ma's dandf across. We had another river to cross, but by then the rain
had abated and ehe sun was peeping through the clouds! At cleven thorty we reached
o dak bungalow in a place called Dharchula. We put our wet clothes and blankets out
i the sun. As the coolies had not yet reched with our luggage we conld not prepare
any food. The hill mwibeswoman, Parvati, was trying hard o help oul

The history of Dharchula has it that when Vedavyasa descended fram Kailas, he
had cooked food in a large vessel perched on these three mountain peaks. Since he
had convered the threc mountains into a (Greplace the spor had acquired the name of
Dliarchula («fusfet means fircplace). The village was fairly big and the roar of the Kali
Ganga was lond-it sounded like the sea, We were ttavelling along the bank of the
Kuli Ganga. We halted at a smail dak bungalow which was surroinded by many
lofty mountain peaks. These mouniains like unshakeable, immovable rishis; seemed
to he engrossed for asons in meditaton of the Universal Father. Outward distrurbances
cannot touch them. Underfont, the river, too, scems o sing the praises of the Lord as
she flows along. A deep emotion surges within because of the aimosphere here.

After the luggage arrived we cooked and ate by three p.m. We had procured
some greens and vegetables on the way and we all enjoved it. As many items are nol
available here we had to carry a number of things with us. As the path was treacher-
ous we had to be ready for many contingencies and had, therefore, cume artmed with
such necessitias. We had to carry all this from Calentta to Almora and T had been
perplexed for T had not been In touch with packing trunks and cases for a long time.
Also, T had not found the need (or so many things and was not being able 1o cope
when faced with them. The boys were cxhausted, doing the shopping, for whosa-
ever remembered a particular item he thought would be needed, it was purchased
immediately. Finally it was Ma who knew exaclty what we required and mstrected
ugs about assential commaodities. Later others wld us that the same items wauld be
cssential. When I could oo lomger manage the packing (thie day before our depariure)
Ma sat near me and gave instructions which 1 followed. In a trice everything was woll
organized. My Ma is purna (complete) and therefore she accomplishes every job 36
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beautitully. Nothing 1s either discarded or favoured by her. Lvery job is equally im-
parlant to her—there is no differentiation between one and the other. Therelore she
does perfectly whichever job is presented betore her.

Afler the meal, before sunset, Ma took Joytish Dada and went for a walk on (he
banks o the Ganga. On retuning she told me, “Khukum, Ganga took away the
kurtg your had made for me.” 1 remarked, *Say you threw it in the Ganga. You did
well.” The fhava 15 notnew to Ma, [ have written many a time about how she hiis
thrown kwrtas and dbeogs ing the fver. On beine questioned she declares, “The
waler tonk it away,” and flashes her sweet smile. Now she had again behaved
sintilarly. She said, *"T'his kheveda arose guile some time ago. [t arose again now.”

At night ali the coolics were sent back Tor they were charging onc rupec a day
and an reaching Garbivan where they would jus